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To the RIGHT HONOURABLE 

:.RGE LORD ANSON, 

ION of S O B E R T O N, 

Imiral of e n g l a n firft lord c o m m i s- 
ER of the admiralty, and one of hi' 
est y’s moft honourable privy-council 

Lord, 

EN the various events were known of the fa- 
lous expedition to the south seas, under your 
s dire<5lion, your calmneis and conflant^, in cir- 

cOtnO 
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<?um{lances fo diicoiiraging, and oftentimes terrible, naturally' 
excited a re^aecliul idea of your cliaracffer : but we have 
lince bten indebted in great mcafiire to your lordship for 
more eminent fervices. You had the command in the firfb 
truly ENGLISH day, ^ which gave a turn to the late war, 
and diverted the blow aimed at an important branch of our 
commerce. That day gave the firft mortal wound to the 
maritime power of France, and compenfrted for the little 
fuccefs of our arms in flanders. And here, my lord, 
afteedion for my brother, who did his duty under your auf- 
pices, as well as the love of my country, demand the tri- 
bute of my particular thanks. 

The defirc of difiinclion, fo deeply implanted in our na- 
ture, can hav^e no principle more noble than that of advanc- 
ing the jiar>pinef; of the fociety. The higheft offices of life, 
neceflarily create a pre-eminence in toil ; the poflefibrs of 
them arc therciorc iiititied to the greater veneration. Men 
of a.6Hve fpirits are ever looking forward. The fame genius 
which has hitlierto conducted your lordship will Tlill lead 
you on to the increafe of your fame, and the aequifition 
of new honour. On that board at which your lordship 
prefides, depends in a very great degree the welfare and fafety 

of 
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qjP this nation. The fjjlendor of this monarchy isfiipported by 
commerce, and commerce by nai^al ftreiigth. Whilft the 
feVeral ftates of Europe accumulate maritime ^o\^er, your 
lordship’s charge receives an additional weight ; and iia 
proportion as your fervices prove inftrumental to your coun- 
try’s welfare, your glory will increale. 

In tlie following flieets, which I have the honour to pre- 
lent to vour LORDSHIP, wc Iiavc a remarkable inftance of die 
pomp and f]ilendor of one at the greatefh caftcrn morjar- 
cliics, humbled even to the dull by the iniquitous condiad. of 
minifters. How great the contrafl; between thele and the. 
nearer examples with vvliich we are funuflied by our own 
country ! Purfuits adluated by honeft motives, directed by 
wile laws, under a juft and legal fovercign, Ihould tlicy 
cre<5l no other trophy than an lionourable tomb, niiift be in*- 
comparably preferable to the proudeft monuments of fuccef- 
ful villainy. 

But providence has been indulgent to your lordship : 
your endeavours for the lenice ol your country, luive been 
b!*ought to a llicccfsful ifllie, and your wilhes accompUllicd 
in the reward of thofe fervices. May tliat providence ftill 

pro- 



DEDICATION. 


vl’ii 

prote6: )x>u in all the important concerns of your ftation, 
and in all the circumftanees of yoiir private life, f am, with 
-great re^edl, 

'My lord. 

Your lordship’s 


T-.ondon, 
January, 1753. 


mod obedient 


humble Jfervant, 


Jonas Han way. 
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A 

SUMMARY VIEW 

O F T H E 

PERSIAN MONARCHY, 

FRO M THE 

First foundation by CYRUS 

T O T H E 

Reign of H U S S E I N, the eleventh and last 

RING OF THE SEF.FIE DYNASTY, 

C H A P. I. 

Jl chronological accoimt of the Persian empircy from its foundation By 
CYRUS the rjREAX, in the year of the nvorld 3426, to the invafon of 
ALEXANDER the GREAT. 

CYRUS the great, A.M, 3426.* 

T he PERSIAN empire, founded by cyrus the great, was the 
fecond of the four antient monarchies whicli have been efta- 
biifhed in the world. It is remarkable that this wife and formi- 
dable prince was mentioned by name in the facred feriptures two hundred 
VoL. III. A years 

• It muft be obferved there are very few dates in which hiftorians agree exactly. 

* The iiril was the ASSYRIA 
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ylsars before his birth j for God was pleafed to declare that he would be 
hi§ guide, and lead him by the hand to fubdue all nations before him. 

This prince was the fon of cambyses king of Persia, by man- 
DANA daug?itef of astyages king of media. Cyaxares, who fuc- 
ceeded his father astyages, being threatened with an invafion by the 
king of BABYLON, entered into an alliance with the king of Persia, 
and feveral . other princes bordering on his dominions, for their mutual 
defence ; on this occafion cambyses fent cyrus with 30,000 foot to 
join the medes. Cyrus entered the enemy’s country, gained a com- 
plete viftory over the BABYLONIANS in the firft engagement, in which 
their king fell in battle : he then marched up to the walls of babylon • 
but finding that the garrifon confided of 100,000 men, he retired with 
CYsAXARES into MEDIA, to ftrcngthen their alliance and augment their 
forces. Cyaxares, fenfible of the merit of his nephew cyrus, gave 
him his daughter in marriage, and made him heir to his median domi- 
nions; upon which cyrus marched towards babylon, leaving cyaxares 
•in media. Cyrus furprifed the Babylonians before they joined their 
forces, and, marching with the utmofl expedition, gave them battle, and 
''vvas a lecond lime vitdorious. He took sardis, and making cr/bsus 
king of LYDIA •f' prifoner, polTefled himfelf of all his treafure and the 
wealth of that opulent city ; but reftored crassus to his throne. 

After fubduing the lesser asia, syria, and part of arabia, cyrus 
marched a fecond time to the walls of babylon. He caufed a number 
of canals to be made, and on the evening of the feaft, cutting the banks 
of the TIGRIS, the water of that river being let into the canals, fell fo 
iov/ that he marched feveral bodies of forces on both'fides of the city, 
along the bed of the river. The Babylonians were then folemnizing 
a grand fefiival, fo that he found an opportunity of entering the brazen 
gates which the drunken Babylonians had left open j and taking bal- 
shazar the king and his whole court prifoners, put them to the fword, 
fulfilling the prophecy of DANiELf tharthe cruelties which the eabylo- 
NiANs had exercifed upon others, Thould be returned upon thtmfelves. 


t situated in ihe prefent natolia^ 
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CvRys, after being 26 years general of the forces both of his father 
and uncle, at length recovered all the countries in Africa and lesser 
ASIA, which had been in fubje< 5 lion to the Assyrian empire. He th'en 
returned to Babylon, and both his father cambyses and his uncle 
CYAXARES dying, he became the foie monarch of this* vaft empire of’ 
PERSIA. 

-In the firft year of the reign of cyrus % expired the feventieth 
year of the Jewish captivity in babylon, and by the advice of the 
prophet DANIEL he publiflied an edi(fl for re-building the temple of Je- 
rusalem and re-peopling that city with its antient inhabitants : he re- 
ftored all the veflels of the temple, which nebuchadonosor had taken 
from thence and placed in the temple of baal at babylon. Upon 
this the JEWS returned to their own country under the condudt of zoro- 
BABEL. In Cyrus’s time the Persian empire extended from the grtlph 
of ormus and the red sea and from Ethiopia on the fouth, tOcthe 
EUxiNE and Caspian seas on the north; and from the river Indus'* on 
the eafl, to the deferts of lybia% the mediterranean and egean^* 
SEAS on the weft. 

Cyrus made it the bufinefs of his reign to exercifc juftice, and to 
Hove the opprefled ; governing the nations he had conquered with fuch 
humanity and tendernefs, that they became his faithful fubje(fts. 
reigned foie monarch of Persia only feven years, and died in babylon 
leaving his fon cambyses his fucceftbr. 

CAMBYSES, A.M. 3433. 

Soon after cambyses , afeended the throne of Persia ; amasjs the 
tributary king 6f Egypt, endeavoured to render himfelf independent of 
the PERSIAN crown. Cambyses invaded Egypt, but amasis dying, 
he gave battle to his fon psamenitus, and entirely defeated him : this 
prince flying to Memphis his capital, was taken prifoner, and the city 
furrendered j on which not only the Egyptians fubmitted to cambyses, 

A 2 but 

' M. 3426. Now called the sc I NO, ® The part of a frica bordering 

on-EcypT, * Archii’&l Aoo. A city of F-CYrr in ihe ifiand of oeeta. 
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t>ijt LIBYA, CYRTNiACA f, and Other diftant cowntfies fought his protec- 
tfon. But the ETHIOPIANS, and the inhabitants of that part uf Africa 
Where hood tlie temple of jupiter amMon, refufing to fubmit, he in- 
\'aded both at the fmie time. The army he fent againft the ammonians ;j: 
was deftro^ed by a tcmpefl, which raifed the funds in fiich a manner that 
his troops fuffocated. In Ethiopia he fucceeded but little better, 
tlie greateft part of his, troops were deilroyed by famine and reduced to 
tile necefity of eating human fc(h. With the fmall remains of his army 
he returned to thebes, where he plundered the temples of tliat opulent 
city of all their valuable moveables, and demoliflied thofe beautiful 
ftruclures. 

Cameyses became fo jealous of his brother smerdis, who had ac- 
companied him in this war, that he fent him into Persia, and there 
caiifed him to be murdered. His lifter merge, whom he had married, 
fuft'ered the fame fate, for making fome reflexions on this aft of cruelty. 
I’liis prince had little fenflbility of the laws of* humanity, but fubftituted 
pride and cruelty in their place j he caufed many of his great ofticers to 
be buried alive. He one day alked prexaspes what the people faid af 
? That minifter replied, they admired his many good qualities, but 
wiftied that he Jiad not fuch an inclination for wine. “ That is, returned 
i “ CAMBYSES, they imagine that wine deprives me of my fenfes, but 
‘ “ you (hall judge of that immediately.” Having d.runk more than ufua), 
he ordered his cupbearer, who was fon to prexaspes, to ftand at the 
further end of tiie room, and taking a bow and arrow, declared he aimed 
at his heart j after he bad fhot him, he ordered the young lord to be 
opened, and Jus heart to be brought to him;, the arrow having pierced it, 
he llievved it to his father, and alked him if he had not a fteady hand ? 
The unhappy pajent replied, with the flattery of the modern times to 
PERSIAN kings ; “ APOLLO liimfclf could not have ftiot better.” 

In the eighth year of the reign of cambyses, an impoftor referabling 
his brother sM E kdis who had been put to death, impofing on the peo- 
ple, ufurped the crown. Cambyses who was then abfent tcfolved to 

march 

* Now crJIed barca in atkka^ J Inhabiting a part of UB VA, 
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march againft the ufurper, but, as he was mounting his horfe, this fword 
flipping out of its jfcabbarJ gave him a wound in the thigh, of whic[i 
he died. This cambyses is fuppofed to be the ahasuerus mentioned 
in the fcriptures. 

# ■ 

SMERDIS, A.M. 3441.. 

The ufurper smerdis, the artaxerxes of, the fcripture, was tEc' 
fon of one of tlie magi, who was governor of babylon, and is there- 
fore ufually flilcd the magi an.. He endeavoured by all means to 
gain the affedlions of the people; and, to prevent his being difcovered, 
concealed himfelf in the royal palace ; but this precaution ferved only to 
raife the fufpicion of the great men; among whom was otanes, whofe 
daughter phedyma, smerdis had taken to his bed. This lady finding 
that her huiband iiad loft his ears, vvhicli for ibme oifence had been out 
off by CYRUS, difcovered the deceit ; on which feveral of the nobility 
entered into a confpiracy, and aflaflinated the ufurper in his palace. 

BAR I US foil cf II Y STAS PE S, A.M. 3443. 

The nobility then proceeded to the choice of a fuccelTor, and dariiA 
fon of HYSTASFr:s was eledted. This prince married two of the daugh- 
ters of CYRUS the GREAT. Ill the third year of his reign, he gave 
orders that the building of the temple of Jerusalem ftiould be carried 
on at the cxpcnce of the ftatc, requiring the jjcwisn priefts to pray for 
him, and to denounce curies againft all who fliould obftrubt the u'ork. 

The PERSIAN court being removed from babylon to susa, the for- 
mer city revolted. Darius in the fifth year of his reign marched his 
army and befieged it. He met with but little fuccefs for iB months: 
at length zopyrus, one of his generals, cut off his own nofe and ears, 
and then fled to the city, pretending that he had been thus mangled by- 
order of DARIUS : this aftonilhing ftratagem gained him the confidence 
of the BABYLONIANS, who readily entrufted him with the command of 
their troops in feveral fallies, and in a ftiort time engaging them to con- 
fide entirely in him, he betrayed the city to darius. When this prince 
< ■ tOOlC. 
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■ took pofieffion of it, he caufed 3000 citizeiis to be impaled, and the 
walls to be demoliflied. 

Darius next invaded scytiiia with an army of 600^000 men ; but the 
enemy retirii^g before the Persians, drew them into a country covered 
with fnow, where DAUtus loll great part of his army, without lighting, 
and with great difliculty made his retreat. The scytiiiams foon re- 
turned this vidt, invaded thkace, and plundered the country as far as 
the HELLESPONT. Whilc DARIUS was engaged in his expedition againil 
ths SCYTHIANS, MEGABYsus\the PERSIAN govcmor of THRAAu: iubdued 
the MACEDONIANS, and made them tributary to Persia. 

He then invaded India, and, as feme hiftorians lay, made an entire 
conqueft of all that country. He was foon after engaged in fupprefling a 
lebellion of the ionians, who had drawn the athkni ans and other 
GREciAN Hates into the plot j but the ionians, being delertcd by all 
their allies, were entirely fubdued. Darius refenting the injury done 
him by the Athenians in joining the ionians, who had bu’-nt the city 
of sitRDis, determined to invade Greece by fea and land : he therefore 
/ffent an army under the command of mardonius a young lord who had 
married his daughter ^ this fleet meeting W'ith a florm in the egean se a, 
he loH 300 of his lliips and 20,000 men, and the army being furprized 
by the thracians, it was with great difficulty mardonius made Iiis 
retreat over the Hellespont Into Asia. 

After this, darius again invaded Greece, utterly deftroyed the city 
of ERETRiA in EUBAEA -f-, and made himfclf mafler of all the iflands of 
thf EGEAN SEA. He then marched towards Athens ; the Athenians 
lent to the Lacedemonians to join them, but before they arrived they 
fought the famous battle of marathon in which miltiaIoes the 
ATHENIAN general, tho’ Ids forces did not amount to 10,000 men, not 
only repulfcd the Persians, but entirely defeated them ; many thoufands 
fell by the fword, and more periflied in the fea, endeavouring to get on 
board their Ihips. 

Darius 

t An illand belonging to che&cf.. f A town of ai in cnrEcs. 
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Darius now made great preparations for invading Greece m pcrfon, . 
and reducing egypt which had alfo revolted, but died before his armies 
took the field, and was fucceeded by his fon xerxes. 

XERXES, 3479. • • 

This prince no fooncr afeended the throne than he marched with a 
powerful army into egypt, and compelled that people to fubmit again 
to the dominion ot Persia. To revenge the overthrow the Persians 
had fuffered at marathon, he made great preparations for conquering 
GREECE, and began his march with an army which fome hiftorians fay 
amounted to three millions of men f-. Leonidas, one of the kings of 
SPARTA, defended the ftreight of THERMOPiLyP. with 4,000 men. This 
flreight, which is only 25 feet broad, lies between thessaly and phocis ; 
and was thought tlie only padage by which the Persians could ente* 
ACfTAiA by land. Here, after lofing 20,000 men, xerxes was readj^ 
to dcTpair of forcing bis way, tvhen a native of the country difeovered to 
Jiini a fecret padage up the mountain which commanded the fire ight. 
A detachment went thither j and the sp artans feeing the Persians '' 
above them, and finding it impofliblc to defend the pod, Leonidas* 
commanding the reil of his troops to retire, fray'd in the pafs with only 
300 men, which after making an obflinate defes-ce we^e ail cut to pieces 
except one man, who efcaped to s part a, and was there condemned 
for cowardice. 

The day the battle v/as fought at xHERMOPrEm, the greciAj\$ with 
400 fail obtained a victory at fea over the Persian fleet of looo faih 
th.c weather being flormy, above 200 of the Persian fleet tvere tail 
away, and the Grecians falling upon them before their fcattered fliips 
were joined, obtained an cafy viiTtory at .arteaiisiuai a promontory of 

EUB.EA. 

Xerxes now dividing his army, fent one part to delphos, where 
tliey plundered the temple of an immenfe treafure, and with the other 

he 

* Some tliink it more confiftent to read three hundred thoufand j and tias number is probable, 
couiidtring they carried their wives and children. 
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he marched to Athens, which finding abandoned by the inhabitants, 
lie plundered and burnt it. 

A PERSIAN fleet was foon after fent to salamis -in fearch of the 
CKKCiANg, but the joint fleet of the Athenians commanded by the- 
Ml.' roc EES, and of the EiVCEDEMONiANS by eukybiades, totally dc- 
Icatcd the PERSIANS. ^ Xerxes was difpirited at the lot's of this naval 
battle, and returned into Asia, leaving mardoniu s behind him with 
300,000 men. The following year this army was entirely defeated near 
peai’e^t and tlie per si an*" general killed in the field of byttle. The 
fame day the creeks obtained another vidlory over the Persian fleet. 

Xerxes now dirgulbed at foreign wars and averfe to bufinefs, aban- 
doned himfclf to his pleafures, and was murdered while fleeping in 
JLns bed. 

■ e 

ARTAXEKXES, A.M. 3500. 

Artaxerxes the Con of xerxes afeended the throne. In the be- 
ginning of this reign cimon the fon of miltiades, and general of tlie 
* ATHENIANS, took fcveral cities in thrace, recovered and reflored to 
their liberties mofl; of the Grecian cities in the lesser asia, obtained 
a flgnal viflory over the Persian fleet, defeated an army of 30,000 
PERSIANS, and carried the plunder of it, which w'as extremely valuable, 
in triumph to Athens. 

Artaxerxes in order to make head againfl: cimon, made thkmisto- 
CLES, who had been banifhed by the Athenians, general of his armies 
on ‘that fide; but themistocles chofe rather to die by a dofe of poifon 
than fight againfl; his country. 

About this time the Egyptians revolted, and chofe inarus the 
prince of eibya their king; the Athenians entered into an alliance 
with him againfl the Persians, and fent to his affiflance a fleet of 
200 fail, which in conjundtion with the Egyptian navy ruined that of 
f^ERSiA. At land they defeated an army of 300,000 Persians; but the 

next 


'f- A city of BOEOTi A, famous for the defeat of army. 



map. I. TBE PSRSIAM MOISrARCHY. 9 

• 

next year artaxerxes gained a decifive victory over the cortfederates, 
reduced the whole kingdom of Egypt, made inarus prifoner, and put 
him to death. This being contrary to the articles of capitulation made 
with the PERSIAN general megabysus, he retired to his government in 
SYRIA, raifed a rebellion there, and defeated the forces thaf were lent 
againft him, fo that art axerxes found it neceffary to come to an agree- 
ment with him. , 

This was that artaxerxes, who by an exprefs decree permitted the 
JEWS to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem j and the feventy weeks men- 
tioned by the prophet dan i el, after which the Meffiah was to appear 
upon the earth, are faid to commence from the date of this decree. 

CiMoN afterwards defeated the Persians both by fea and land, com- 
pelled them to accept of peace on thefe terms, that the Grecian cities 
ip ASIA fliould enjoy their liberties, be governed by their own laws, and 
that the Persian fleet fliould not enter the Grecian feas. Arta- 
xerxes died in the forty-fourth year of his reign, and was fucceeded by 
his only lawful fon xerxes II. 

XERXES II. j 1 .M. 3544. 

Artaxerxes having had feveral fons by his concubines, particularly 
soGDiANus, OCHUS, and arsites, the firfl: entered into a confpiracy with 
one of the chief eunuchs, and murdered xerxes II. in his chamber, 
where he had fallen alleep, after a drunken debauch, forty-five days after 
his acceflion. 


SOGDIANUS. 

SoGDiANus then ufurped the throne, on which his brother ochus 
raifed an army under pretence of revenging his brother xerxes’s death; 
great numbers of the nobility followed his banners; ochus was pro- 
claimed king, and sogdianus being abandoned, furrendered himfelf to 
his brother, who put him to a cruel death, after having enjoyed the title 
of king little more than fix months. 


VoL. III. 
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O C H U S, called DARIUS NOTH U S, j 4 . M. 3 544. 

OcHus afcended the throne, and changed his name to darius. Ar- 
siTEs, anathdr of his brothers, dil'puting the crown with him, obtained 
two victories over him j but the creeks in his pay being corrupted, 
ARsiTES was forced to fubmit, and furrendering himfelf was put to 
death, as was pisuthnes governor of lvdia, who afterwards endea- 
voured to make himfelf king of that province. Several others fuffered 
the fame punifhment, particulavly one of his eunuchs, who had the am- 
bition to afpire to the throne. 

In this reign the Egyptians revolted and chofe a king of their own, 
but DARIUS at length reduced Egypt as well as media, which had alfo 
endeavoured to /liake off the yoke of Persia. Darius died after a 
tfoviblefome reign of 19 years, and left the crown to arsaces his elde|^, 
foil. To his younger fon cyrus he gave the lesser asia, of which he 
had before been viceroy. 

■ ARTAXERXES II, 3563. 

Arsaces, on afeending the throne, took the name of artaxerxes. 
spaI from his extraordinary memory was by the Greeks called mnemon 
Under this prince happened the famous retreat of xenopmon thro’ moll 
of the provinces of the empire, with only ten thoufind creeks. He 
reigned thirty-fix years, and was ninety-four years old when he died, 
being worn out with the diftradlions of his family, and the frequent re- 
volts of his fubjeds in the latter part of his reign. 

OCHUS, .^.M. 2599 - 

OcH.us, fon of ARTAXERXES, conccalcd his father’s death, and ad- 
miniftered the government in his name near ten months ; during which 
time he made a decree in the name of his father, for declaring himfelf 
king. When he found he was fufficiently cftablilhed, he took upon him 

' the 
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the government in his own name. He was very cruel, but a valiant 
prince: he recovered EGYPT, fubdued syria and Cyprus, and was at lail 
llain by bagoas, one of the eunuchs of his chamber, who had the prin- 
cipal fliare in the adminiflratlon the latter end of his reign. 

ARSES, M. 362 5. 

The power of the eunuch bagoas was fo gi’eat, that he placed his 
late mafter’s fon arsks on the throne ; and four years after, finding that 
prince difpofed to call him to an account^ he caufed him and his whole fa- 
mily to be alTaflinated, and advanced darius, furnamed codomanus, to 
the t^jrone. 

DARIUS Iir; furnamed C O D O M A N U S, A. M. 3629. 

■ir 

Darius, governor of Armenia, and coufin-german to ochus, w,as 
made foie monarch of Persia. ’Bagoas ftill expc<^fing to have the en- 
tire adminidration of the government in darius’s reign, as he had in the 
reigns of feveral of his predeceflbrs, finding this prince refolved to take^ 
the power into his hands, prepared a dofe of poifon for him, who beir^ 
acquainted of the defign, compelled him to drink it himfelf. 

Darius had a beautiful perfon, vv^as an accompliflied prince, and the 
delight of his fubje<5ts. He had the profpe(5l of enjoying a happy reign, 
wlien the Grecians being all united, determined to revenge themfelves 
on the PBRSi/^NS for the ravages they had fiifFered from them. They 
chofe PHILIP king of macedon their generalifllmo in the intended war; 
but he being murdered before every thing was ready, he was fucccecicd 
by his fon Alexander then 20 years of age. 

ALEXANDER the great, 

This prince having fettled his affairs in Greece, marched into asia 
with 30,000 foot, and 5000 horfc; with this force he pafled the cra- 
Nicus'^, though it was defended by 100,000 persi-^ns, and auxiliary 

B 2 GREEKS; 


A river m natojuia. 



12 A SUMMARY VIHW OF PditX 

f 

GREEKS} ‘and having gained the oppolite fliore, he ibon obtained a com* 
p^ete vi(flory. After which sardis, ephesus, and many other cities 
opened their gates to the conqueror, and mithridates king of pontos, 
* with feveral ojher princes of asia, fubmittcd to laim, and joined him with 
- their forces} his army daily increated as he advanced, fo that the Per- 
sian empire was not conquered by the 35000 creeks only. 

Alexander the next campaign poflefled himfeif of an advantageous- 
pafs in CILICIA} polling his troops, fo as to prevent his being furrounded 
by the numerous hoft of the Persians. Darius put himfeif at the 
head of a formidable army and marched to meet the Macedonians : he 
bad 20,000 GRECIAN forces in his lervice } but his Persian horfe having 
no room to a<fl, he was defeated } and an incredible ilaugliter enfued. 
Xhe PERSIAN camp was taken, and among the reft of the prifoners were 
the mother, tlie wife, and fome of the children of darius. 

From the death of cyrus the great, to the invafton of Persia by 
ALEXANDER the GREAT, are about 209 years. During this period, the 
'^■PERSIANS confiding in their numbers, and negledling the arts of war, 
became the more eafy conqueft of the Grecians, by whom this for- 
midable monarchy was fubverted. 


CHAP. n. 

T/je GRECIAN empire over the Persians. Hhe roman coTiqueJl. The rc- 
ejiahlijlomcnt of Persia by artaxerxes. The Turkish government in 
PERSIA, to the re-efablijhmefit of that kingdom in the line of the seflies. 

GRECIAN EMPIRE, 3635. 

P ERSIA now became a part of the Grecian empire, which was 
too formidable and exteafive to laft long under one head. 

Alexander died, A.M, 3643, eight years after his conqueft, and 
this and others of his vaft acquifitions were divided among the partners 
•f his victories. S 
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Syria formetly part of the Persian monarchy, continued in the, 
family of seleucus the fon of anxiochus, one of Alexander’s cap* 
tains, about 2 50 years. 

ROMAN CONQUEST, ^.Af. 3913* * 

From the conqueft of Alexander to that of the romans, are com- 
puted 270 years. • 

Out of PERSIA arofe the kingdom of parthia, which included the 
fbuthern provinces of pkrsia, and the city now called Isfahan was the 
metropolis of that kingdom, fituHed in the heart of the prefcnt Persia. 
This kingdom fublhled 470 years, which leaves the jera of the world, 
and comes 228 years into that more glorious of the birth of the Saviour 
of the world, when artaxerxes the firft king of his race revived the 
kingdom of Persia, which included parthia. ^ 

ARTAXERXES, A.D, 228. 

The kingdom of Persia thus reftored by artaxerxes fubfiRed up- 
wards of 400 years, when it was conquered by the saracens, and bel 
came a part of the saragen empire. 

SARACEN EMPIRE, A.D. 628'. 

The ararians under the saracen empire, the Turks, tartars, and 
ARMENIANS, alternately pode/Ted or divided Persia for 769 years, but 
this period feems to be left in great obfeurity. 

TAMERLANE, 1397. V 

Tamerlane chief of the ousbeg tartars conquered bajazet, 
and fubduing Persia prepared the way for another race. Tamerlane 
died in 1402, leaving a fuccelTion of kings till 1499, when the firft of 
the SEFFIES or prophets began to reign. 

The 

* Six years lifter mahommed, Czi of chr.ut, tlic firft of makommed. The mahommeoak 
ae-ra is reckoned by lunar years* . 
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*, Tl'.e SEFF 1 E 3 , 1^99’. 

This family cannot be Fid to have exited longer than ' 227 years., 
when AiAHOALMl’O chief of KANDAHAR invaded PERSIA, D. 1722. As 
the line of 'the iEVintvs includes the unfortunate reign of shah sultan 
HUSSEIN, vve ihaii give the out lines of their rcipeddivc charaiilers accortl- 
ing to the beil accounts.. 


ISMAEL, A.D> 1499. 

ScHEicH ElDAR a clefcfndant of ali, who had dininguiflicd himfcli 
for his piety and contempt of worldly glory ; feparating from the Turk- 
ish dodtors, fet up a new religion. Lie was murdered by rustan, 
and left behind him tiiree fons; tiie two cldeil tied to avoid their father’s 
fate, and ism a el the youngeil, who was then a child, was fnatched 
from the danger by his father’s friends, and fccretiy educated in the 
province of ghilan, in the principles of the left of scmeich eidar; and 
as he grew up, he difeovered a great zeal to fuppoit them, lie was 
''^andfome, eloquent and courageous. 

Thofe who by perfecution, had been obliged to abandon the religiour 
tenets of his father, flocked to him. By their affitlance he took fevcral 
places, and led his forces to tavris, where the gates being opened to 
him, he entered in triumph. Alvante the king, who had rendered 
himfelf odious to the people, flying at his approach, he became maficr 
of the city without drawing his fwerd. 

Alvante and his brother, who had been at variance, and engaged in 
a ciVil war, were now reconciled j while they were marching to join 
their forces, ismael purfued the fugitive alvante, and defeated him 
in a battle, in which he was killed. He afterwards obtained two vidlo- 
ries over the brother of alvante. 

Ismael having poffefiion of the throne, marched againft the ibe- 
RIANS™, the ALBANIANS''', and the tartars, and obliged them to pay 

tribute 

' Some accounts make tius 1508. “ Now called the oborgians. » Albania is 
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tribute to PER'SiA, wliich for fome years they had refufed. ’ He theft 
gained a fignal vi<Slory over the king of samarcand, and afterwards en- 
gaged in a war with the fultun of egypt and the grand fignior, 

Ismael was reputed one of the greateft kings that evel' ruled in the 
eail. The Persians were prepoflclfed with fuch an high efteein for 
him, that they conhdered him as a man altogether divine ; therefore 
when they fought under his command, they braved dangers, and even 
death with the greateft intrepedity. He died at 45 years of age, and 
left four fons, of whom t.e.hmas the eldcft, of i8 years old, fucceeded 
to his throne, 

T^HMAS, A.D. 

T.ehmas had three brothers, each of whom had an appanage lettlsd 
on them by ismael their father, but of thefe only one died a natuj'al 
death, one being killed for a revolt, and the other for fear he flaould 
revolt, 

T.eh.mas, tho’ h.e had neither the capacity nor the intrepidity of 
father, was a very able foldier j but fo avaricious, that he committed 
very atrocious afts of injudice, for the fike of the moil trilling profit; 
and lb averic to bufinefs, that he abandoned the government entirely to 
his miiilfiers, and devoting himfelf to eafe and pleafurc, lliut himfelf up 
in Ids harram for many years, without going abroad. After iiaving 
reigned nine years, without being engaged in any confiderable war, he 
had the mortification to fee his kingdom iiivaded by the turks, in 
whicli expedition, suliman the Turkish emperor made himfelf mafier 
of TAVRis, took BABYLON, and caufed himfelf to be crowned king of 
PERSIA. After this conquefl, ail tb.e cities of Assyria opened their gates 
to suLiMAN, who had alfo reduced courijistan and uiarbeckir. 
But T,-i-.HMAS at length having laid wade tlie country, the enemy’s army 
was almoft flarved, and obliged to leave Persia. He gave the com- 
mand of his troops to an experienced general, and pnufued the turkS, 
who being furprized in the difoiuer of a retreat, the Persians gained a 
oomplete victory. Persia now enjoyed peace for fourteen years, when 

8 SULJMANj 
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'suLiMAN, A. D. I took the field with 200,000 men. T.chma?; 
with 100,000 men and 10,000 Portuguese, who at that time were 
very powerful in asia, engaged them the following year, and gained 2 
complete \d< 5 !;ory, 130,000 tuu ics being killed in the field of battle. 

After this lofs sulimam concluded a peace with x ehmas, and affiiirs 
remained in that flate during 28 years, when the Persian monarch died 
aged about 68. At his death he nominated his tlurd fon for his fuc- 
cefibr, but the grandees, not approving his choice, offered the crown to 
KHODA-BENDE the cldefl Ion j iiiid he refufing it, they gave it to iSMAEt- 
the fecond fon of ta:hmas. 

ISMAEL IL A.B, 1575. 

This prince was then 43 years of age, and was prifoner at the fume 
time when his cldefl brother khoda-bende refilled to accept the dia>- 
dem. He delighted in War, and had been feveral years confined for the 
fault of raifing troops and oppollng the enterprizes of the Turks, who 
^ontrary to the traces concluded with them, made frequent incurfions into 
PERSIA. T/P.hmas though he fliut up his fon ismaku in prifon, en- 
deavoured to make his life as eafy as poffible, by fending the moll beau- 
tiful women to him j hut ismael refufed their embraces, declaring that 
for himfelf he was eafy under his imprifonmefit ; but could not tell 
whether he fiiould have the fortitude to bear with the confinement, 
fliould he have children, and that he had rather have none, than fee 
them miferable, 

Ismael began his reign by [cutting to death that brother, to whom 
bis father had left tlie crown. And being defirous to difeover which of 
the grandees had advifed his father to keep him fo long a prifoner, 
caufed a report to be made that he was dead, wheii learning by his ipics 
what had been faid of him, he appeared again j fome of his domeflic 
enemies he ordered to be feized, others who fled with the forces under 
them to the extremities of the kingdom, be purfued. The Turks alarmed 
at motions, took the field, and made incurfions into his dominions. 
Ismael being enraged at his difappointments, put tliofe to death whom 

ho 
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he moft fufpeded, and prepared for a war with his foreign enetnies ; but 
while thefe preparations were going forwards he was poifoned, and died 
after a reign of two years. 

MAHOMMED KHODA-BENDE, 1*577. 

This prince, who redded in the province of khorasan, and had refuied 
to accept the crown, after many folicitations, yielded, and was proclaimed 
king. Very diiferent characters are given of him: fome writers aflert- 
ing that his defire was to imitate thofe jtings who had the intereft and 
honour of their country mod: at heart j and others, that his whole de- 
light was to fhut himfelf up in his harram, and fpend his time witli his 
women. But the latter account in all probability is falfe : it is true he 
had weak eyes, occafioned either by a defeCt in nature, or by a fit of fick- 
nels ; and this alone probably made him fhut himfelf up in his palace ; 
but the tranfa<d;ions of this reign give no indications of the kingdom being 
governed by a very weak and effeminate prince. 

Three of his brothers, who on his afcending the throne fled to the . 
TURKISH frontiers, he allured to court, with fair promifes, and then put 
them to death. He obtained feveral very fignal victories over the turks, 
who alfo took fome towns from him, but not without the lofs of many 
of their forces. 

He reigned eight years, and left three fons ; the two firft reigned only 
a few months, but the third, abas the great, governed Persia for 
many years. 

EMIR HEMSE, firft fon of MAHOMMED • 
KHODA-BENDE, in 1585. 

This being khoda-bende’s eldeft fon, he fucceeded his father, but 
ISMAEL his younger brother, caufed him to be murdered in his chamber 
by aflafllns, who deceived the guards under the difguife of womeji. 


Vox. III. 
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ISMAEL III, fecond fon of MAHOMMED 
KHODA-BENDE, 101585. 

IsMAEL,th« Hid no fooncT got poffeflion of the throne by the murder 
of ]iis elder brother, than he thought to fecure the poffeffion of it by 
difpatching abas the youngeft ; but being prevented by his governor, 
meafures were taken to'remove ismaei.. This bufinefs was entrufted to 
his barber, who while he was fliaving him cut his throat. The lords 
then prefent, who were accon^lices in the crime, inftantly killed the 
barber, to prefent a difeovery. The fratricide ismael died the lame year 
as his brother, and abas took poffeffion of the crown. 

ABAS the great, A.D. 1585. 

This prince is generally efteemed one of tlie greatell kings that ever 
reigned in Persia j his memory is to this day held in the highell vene- 
ration i and levcral noble works of antiquity yet remain, foiiic of which 
I have mentioned, as the caufe-way on the coall of tlie Caspian. He 
Vas but eighteen years old when he began his reign, and had all the 
qualifications of a great prince, except one : for his inhumanity tarnidied 
the glory of his good qualities. Murchco-kouli-khan, who in his 
youth had been his governor, and to whom he owed the crown, pre- 
tending to controul him, he caufed him to be killed in his prefence, and 
the next day, all the friends and relations of this man, to whom he was 
under fuch high obligations, fufFered the fame fate. 

The TURKS, fince the time of ismael II, had conquered above i 50 
leagues in length from north to fouth, and in breadth from the weftern 
coall of the Caspian to the black sea ; alfo babylon, with Mesopo- 
tamia and ASSYRIA. Abas foon recovered the Persian dominions j 
made great conquells in turkey, and recovered ormus from the Portu- 
guese. He gave a martial fpirit to the people > poliflfd their manners j 
and applying himfelf to civil government, brought the governors of the 
provinces, who were before in a great meafure independent, into fub- 
jedtion. 


But 
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But in the midft of his glory, his reign was rendered unhappy by ar\ 
unjuft fufpicion of his children. He had but three, of whom he caufe*d 
the eyes of the two youngeft to be put out. His eldeft seffie-myrza, 
whom he had referved for the crown, was a young man of great virtue, 
and filial affection : he even difcovered to his firther a confpif'acy which 
had been formed againft him : but notwithftanding this, giving way to 
his fufpicions, the shah ordered him to be put to.death. Seffie-mvrza 
was no fooner murdered by his command, than he repented, fhut him- 
felf up in the dark for ten days together, filed inceflant tears, fafted and 
mourned for a year, and never after woi^e any ornament. 

To revenge himfelf on the Persian lords who had made him jealous 
of his fon, he ordered them to be invited to a feaft, and mixing poilbn 
witli their wine, fliw them with a favage pleafure expire before his facg,. 
And the officer wlio had readily obeyed his commands, to bring him 
the head of his fon, he commanded to cut off the head of his own fon ; 
when he brought it in his hand, and told the king that the reileCfion 
of what he had done would bring him to his grave ; abas replied, that 
he \va«s now capable of judging of his grief, and bid him comfort himi 
felf with the tliought, that in this particular he was not inferior to his 
fovereign. Abas the great died at fixty-three years of age, and the 
forty-fifth of his reign, and nominated his grandfon for his fucceiror, 
ordering him to take the name of seffie, which was that of his in- 
jured father, whofo death abas fo much regreted. 

SEFFIE, A.D.\ 62 g. 

It is faid of this prince that he came into the world with his hands 
bloody, and that his grandfather abas the great, had from thence pre- 
dicted that he would live to bathe his hands in the blood of his fubjects. 
This prediction was but too plainly verified : for he began his reign by 
ordering the eyes of his only brother to be cut out ^ and call; from a 
rock his two uncles, who had been blinded by order of shah abas. 
The inftances of his cruelty were innumerable : he buried alive fort v- four 
women of his harram, tho’ when he was not hunting or over his cups 

C 2 he 
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he ufed t6 pafe his time with them. He interfered fo little in the affairs 
6f the government, that the Persians would have fcarcely perceived 
they liad a king, had it not been for the frequent inftances of barbarity 
’ which ftained his reign with blood. 

Before the time of shah abas, the children of the Persian kings 
appeared abroad, and had governments allotted them on their coming of 
agci but after the death of sepfie myrza, abas entirely altered that 
method, and seffie his grandfon was educated in the harram, which 
afterwards became a rule for the education of the kings fons. Seffie 
being fhut up in the harram, where he had enjoyed no converfation, ex- 
cept that of the^ eunuchs, was taught nothing more than to read and 
write, and was allowed no other diverfion, than fliooting with a bow, 
gnd riding in the gardens on an afs : it is therefore no wonder that he was 
fo unfit to govern. This prince by his own folly Jofi: kandahar and 
BABYLON, two of the moft import places on his frontiers. 

He had ordered a eunuch to run an iron over the eyes of his fon abas ; 
•^he purport of this commiflion was well underftood, but the eunuch 
having compafllon on the prince, and recolieefting that the king had no 
other heir to the throne, he made ufe of a cold iron ; and the prince 
adled the blind man fo well, that the king really believed he had loft his 
fight. When seffje faw death approaching, and imagined that by de- 
priving his fon of fight, he had deprived himfelf of an heir to the 
crown, he was extremely aiftidred, and exprefted with what fatisfadion 
he fliould expire if he had a fon to fucceed him. ♦ The eunuch affured 
him that he had a fecret to reftore fight to the prince. Tranfported 
witE this expedation, the king lent one of the grandees with the eunuch 
to bring the prince to him, when finding that he could lee, his joy, it 
is fiiid, prolonged his life till the next year. He reigned 12 years. 

ABAS II, u 4 .£>. 1642. 

This prince was but thirteen years of age when he began his reign. 
He was of a difpolition the reverie of that of his father, for notwith- 
ftandihg his being too much addided to wine, and committing fome 
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adts of cruelty, he was one of the bed kings of the seffies. ‘He loved, 
juftice, and had no mercy on the public officers who abufed his author 
rity, and opprefled his fubjedls. He was kind to flrangers, and openly 
protedled the chriftians, declaring that he thought God alone was judge 
and mafter of the confcience ; that as for himfclf he was ofily the go- 
vernor of externals ; and all his fubjedls of what religion foever, being 
equally members of the Rate, he owed equal juRice to them all. 

His troops were numerous: he recovered kandaiiar which had been 
loR in his father’s reign : and found the fecret of acquiring a good treafury 
without oppreffing his people. He reigned 24 years, and after languiffi- 
ing four months under the venereal difeafe, he died, leaving behind him 
two fons, of whom the eldeR seffie mvrza fucceeded to the throne, 

SEFFIE named SULIMAN, 1666. 

Seffie was remarkable for his great Rrength : but he had not beSn 
feated on the tluonc above two years, when his health being much im- 
paired by drunkennefs and women, his phylicians were at a lofs what 
remedies to apply in order to reRore it ; and therefore laying the blamd 
on the Rars, pretended that the aRrologers had not chofen a happy day 
for Ids coronation. This ridiculous opinion had its weight j the king 
was crowned a fccond time, and took the name of suliman. 

Under this prince, Persia began to decline to that low Rate in %vhich 
fhe now languidies. His reign was remarkable for nothing but a flaviih 
indolence, a favage and inhuman cruelty. Wlien he was intoxicated 
either by wine or anger, he often times ordered the hands, feet, ears 
and nofe of thofe near him to be cut oR*, their eyes to be plucked out, 
or their lives to be facrificed, as if it was his paRime. In this reign was 
born NADIR KouLi the great ufurper of Persia. Seffie reigned 28 
years, leaving two fons, of whom hussein fucceeded to the throne, 
A. I). 1694. 

Having thus given a chronological liR of the Persian kings, we pro- 
ceed now to a more particular account of the reign of the unhappy prince 
fultan HUSSEIN, as preparatory to the hiRory of nadir. 

PART 
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PART II. 

T H E 

Revolutions of PERSIA, 

FROM THE 

Beginning of the present centurf 

T' O T H E 

^Death of MIR-VAIS 

In THE YEAR I715. 

C H A P. III. 

'Origin of the different tribes of the Afghans, ivith a general view of 
the revolutions of their country from the year woo to 1701. 

P ERSIA never enjoyed a more perfect tranquillity, than in the be- 
ginning of the prefent century. The treaties fhe had concluded 
with her neighbours were perfe< 5 l!y obferved, and fecured her 
againft any foreign inv'afions : vviiil/I the effeminacy and luxury of her 
inhabitants, the ordinary confequences of a long peace, left no room to 
apprehend any danger from the ambition of her own fubjedls. This 
monarchy, which had fuffered fo many revolutions in pall ages, feemed 
to be fettled on a folid foundation, when the news of its fubverfion fur- 
prized the whole world. 

The authors of this amazing cataftrophe, were a people, hardly known 
even to their own fovereigns, and have now acquired a reputation only 
by the fame of thofe nations w'hich they brought under their fubjedtion, 
Thefe people, who are comprized under the general denomination of 
7 AFGHANS, 
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AFGHANS, are divided into three principal tribes, who like tnoft ori-. 
ental nations, derive their genealogy from noah. According to theit 
relations, “ japhet had three fons, armen, Afghan, and cardvee j 
the former two continued in Armenia, which takes its name from 
the eldeftj as cardvel, which forms a part of Georgia, rs fo called 
“ from the younged, who fetded in that province. The fimilies of 
ARMEN and AFGHAN having greatly multiplied .in procefs of time, the 
defeendants of the latter quitted their country, and went to inhabit 
“ the foot of SULIMAN couH®, a chain of mountains, which feparates 
“ the province of kandahar from the iCioghol’s empire.” 

This nation was formerly divided into two principal tribes j one of 
which lived on the mountains under the general name of Afghan ; and 
the other extended iti'elf on the plains, and was didinguifhed by the, 
name of balouche : but in the reign of ismael samani, viz. towards 
the end of tlie ninth century, a numerous colony of Afghans having 
quitted the country of kandahar, a third tribe was formed in has.-^rai, 
the ealkrn part of iieka f. The latter took the name of abdollees, 
and foon after embraced the mahommedan religion, which they com-’ 
inunicated to the rell of their nation, who, like tliemfelves, had till that 
time profelfcd the magian religion*’. 

In the beginning of the eleventh century, the tribe of cligi'*, the 
moff numerous and powerful of the three, was almoft intirely dedroyed 
by the celebrated mahommeo, founder of the dynaily of the gazna- 
viD.s Tins prince had ellabliflied the feat of his empire at ghoznavi% 
in order to be nearer the indies, which he intended to conquer. But 
having been obliged, in one of his luccelsful campaigns, to return fud- 
denly to his capital, he took only a fmali body of troops with him, and 
ordered the reft to follow by flow marches. His army %vas returning in 

feparate 

* The mountain of soloman : this b the Caucasus mentioned in the conqiicfts of Alexander. 
But the great mounrain which runs from Armenia into inqia. properly takes the name of Cauca- 
sus on the wefleni coad of the Caspian ; as that part of it which is on the fouthern cw.li:, and runs 
eailward, goes under the name of taur us. p Wordiippers cf hrc. ^ A divifion of the 

tribe of AFGHANS, wKo inhabited the niountarn sui/iman-couh. ^ They derived their name 

from GAZNA a city in khorasan, and paid homage to the klialifs of babylon, ^ A city 

in KANDAHAR, 
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.feparate detachments, loaded with the /^ils of the nations they had fub- 
dued, when the temptation of booty raifed him newr enemies. The 
CLiGis knowing that his troops mull pafs thro’ their mountains, waited 
for th.em in the defiles, and fuccefllvely defeated fcveral different bodies 
of MAiioMMED’s army. 

Thefe Afghans were however no ftrangers to the valour and power 
of the prince whom they had thus offended j but as the winter was near, 
they concluded that he would not attempt to revenge himfcif till towards 
the fpring ; when they determined to retire into that part of their moun- 
tains \vhich was lead acceflible : and if their enemy could reach them 
there, they Hiould at kaft be able to oppofe him the better. This rea- 
Ibning was plaufible enough ; but mahommed eluded the difficulty : for 
Jie no Iboner received the r.ew's of the defeat of his army, than he af- 
fembled the bcil of his troops, and notwithflanding the rigour of the 
leafon, he enteixd the country of kandahar with fuch expedition, that 
the news of his march had not reached the enemy. The cligis having 
been compelled by the feverity of the whrter, their mountains being ex- 
tremely cold, defcended into tire plains, where they divided their plunder, 
Mahommed attacked them brilltly on every fide, and made fo terrible 
a flaughter, that their w'hole race was nearly extirpated. 

The country was at length re-peopled by a fraall number of families, 
who had made their efcape into the mountains, but it was fo thinly in- 
habited for fbme ages, that fcarce any mention was made of the/e people 
under the following dynafly, and it was not till the reign of temur- 
BEG% that they appeared as numerous and formidable as they had been 
befdre their memorable defeat. 

The ABDoLLEEs having quitted the country of kandahar 200 years 
before, were not involved in the fame calamity. Being free from any 
foreign yoke, they were yet governed by their own laws, till towards the 
beginning of the feventeenth century. The ousbeg tartars having 
then made an irruption into the province of Herat, this tribe, tlio’ 
amounting to 30,000 families, was obliged to have recourlc to abas, 

who 
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who then fat on the throne of Persia. This prince, who by his con-* 
quefts had already merited the furname of great, took them under hi? 
protection, and putting himfelfat the head of his troops, marched againft 
the ufurpers, and obliged them in a very fhort time to retii;e. ^ Whether 
it was owing to gratitude, or to neceffity, the abdollees, who had 
been till then independent, made themfelves tributary to their deliverer. 
The only condition they infifted on was, that the government of their 
country rtiould be conferred on none but an abdollee chofen froin 
among the chief men of the nation. 

t 

Kandahar was at that time under the protection of the moghol.’ 
Abas the great having given fome umbrage to the fons of myrza- 
BoyRAM, governor of the province, thefe young lords entered into a 
fecrct treaty with akbar emperor of niNDOsTAN«h and fubmitting t>-/ 
Ills government, opened their gates to a body of 5000 horfe, which thjs 
monarch fent to their affiftance. 

Akbar kept poflefllon of this province during his life ; but upon the 
fucceiTion of his fon ceanghir ", shah abas returned thither v/ith an' 
army ot 30,000 men, and notwithftanding the vigorous redldance of 
assof khan, he made himfelf mailer of the capita!, the government of 
winch lie committed to one of Jiis generals. The ci.igis followed the 
i.ite of . their country, and tlie abdoi. efes having fubmitted, the w*hola 
nation was united once more under the dominion of Persi a. In this 
iitualion things continued for many year?; till ai.i-mprdan-khan having 
by his immenfe riches excited the jcaloufy and .avarice of the cruel shah 
SEFF iE, grandfon and fucceffor of abas the great, wms obliged, for his 
own prefervation, to deliver up the fortreis and country to the moghol. 
Shah sfffik, it is prefumed, recovered and again loft this kingdom: 
Be that as it may, it fell once more into the hands of the Indians, at 
which time the cligis were not leis than 50,000 families, and formed 

the 

* The proper name of the mochol empire; frora the word kindo^, winch figuifcs a iwardiv 
people. '* This word figif fits t):e coisqueror of ihe world. 'Fhe baiou CH li.,; h:/vif.;v 

{>v* their long reparation loll the 'name cf afghan., it h prefumed were not inchd-ded, 
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principal part of its inhabitants : but they foOil had reafon to be 
diffatisfied with their new mailers. Thele people, according to their an- 
cient ciillom, lived for the moll part in tents: their ordinary occupation 
was feeding their flocks j but fuch as went into" towns, were employed 
in the mofe menial and laborious offices. Thefe circinTiflances, and the 
tribute which tlrey paid for the right of paftuvage, rendered them fo 
cojitemptible, that tlie* name of cligi became proverbial of reproach 
among the Indians of kandaiia.s{. 

Of all offences contempt is, the hardeff to be forgiven. Thefe Af- 
ghans not finding among peopvle of the fame religion as themlelves, 
thofe fentiments of humanity which had been ffiewn them by the Per- 
sians, whom they confidered as heretics, refolved once more to change 
mailers. With this view they made a fecret deputation to the court of 
PERSIA, to invite shah abas II, to take poffeffion of the province. 

The fituation of the province of k andahar, renders it a flrong bar- 
rier between the empires of Persia and india j and its capital ^ pafies 
/or the moll confiderable fortvefs in a si a. Thefe circumflances excited 
the ambition of shah abas ; who immediately railed troops on every 
fide, and putting himfeJf at the head of a great army, after a fiege of 
two months, he took poircfiion of the city by capitulation in i(y^o. Shah 
JEHAN, who was then emperor of India, endeavouring to recover liis 
Jofs, fent two of his fons, who fucceffively laid fiege to this town. Tire 
firil time ROUP , one of the rajaus b planted his llandards on the wall 5 
and the fecond the europeaks, who had the care of the artillery, made 
a breach that was pradlicable : but the little vigor ffiev/n by the Persian 
lords in the moghol’s pay, on the firfl occafion, and tlic jcalouiy of 
AORING ZEBE * againil DARAii SHAH “ bis eldell brollier, on the fecond, 
rendered both thefe expeditions abortive. It is fuid, that five fons of 
kings perifbed in the courfe of this war. 

Thus 

^ Ka?<d-daar the of iccurity. Some liiilonarir: think: it i.s one of the rcvcii 

cities founded by a luxa n 'ird that Lhc name of k anuar, whicli ii; given ium by the old psk * 
a I AN h.iloritd% ii. an iibridgnient of tirat of eskandar, by which this conqueror h known to the 
eaftern nations* y A priiice and chief of ;i did riel in / no* a, Signifies oniamcnJ: of 

the throne. Dara in the kngujage fagnihes fovurcigih The lai ins render thi,*^ 

name by that of oario.s. 
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TJjus by the repeated defeats of the moghol’s troops, an’d the in^ 
teftine troubles which foou after broke out in India, the poflcftlon df 
the province of kandahar was fecured to Persia. Shah abas being 
now defirous of acknowledging the fervices which the Afghans had 
done him in thefe diiterent expeditions, diftributed rewards among their 
chiefs, and reduced the tribute which had been annually paid by thofe 
people. They continued faithful to their new piafters till the end of 
-MM. 1. man’s reign, and even during the firll years of that of his ion hus- 
SKIN, that is, lb long as they were treated as fubjebts, and not as f ives: 
but tlie cruelty and avarice of the pkrspan governors having alienated 
the peoples minds ; in the beginning of the prefent century the Afghans 
were once more ripe for a revolt. 


C H A P. IV. 

Charo^ier of gurghin-khan prince of Georgia. He is made governor 
of RANDAHAR, auil opprcfes that province. Complaints of the inkabi-^ 
tants. Goiighin-khan fends mir-vais to court as a fufpdded perfon. 
Charahler fl/' mir-vais. Defeription of the court o/' I sfahan. Origin 
of the .dlvijions and parties in Persia. 

H E indolence and efteminacy of the Persian court was now ar- 
,JL rived to a great height, but shah hussein and his minilieis were 
in forne degree awakened by the news, that the Afghans were dil'pofed 
to a revolt: whilil: they were thinking how to extinguifii thofe fparks 
of rebellion, which might ’erelong blaze into a flame, the court .was 
alarmed by a neW circumftance. The atoiuiol not being able to forget 
that KANDAHAR formerly conftituted a part of his dominions, had fent 
ambafladors to demand the reftltution of that province, and there was 
reafon to fear, left the male-contents ftiould favour that monarch in the 
enterprize, which he feemed to meditate. 

7’here was then at Isfahan a prince of the family of bagrathiom, 
which has often given fovereigns to Georgia, Gurghin-khan, for 

D 2 fo 



Part ir. 


23 THE REIGN OF 

k 

fo !;e w.is'conHi'ionly called^ iiaving been raifed to the dignity of vali ^ 
ol Jiis province, had lately tried to aflert the independency of his an- 
ccftors. He Jiad even ventured to make a fland in teflis Sagainll the 
PERSIAM armies; but being abandoned by mofi: of the grandees of the 
count! V, w'ho were bribed by the court, he foon came in perfon to ntake 
his fuhrniilion to the kitig. Under a prince of Icfs lenity, a Hep of this 
kind would have provqd his deliruetion ; but smah hussein, who had 
liood engaged ibr him. at his circumcilion, when he renounced the re- 
ligion of his anccflors, being llruck witii an action that exprefled fo 
mucli confidence i,u his goodnei's, not only forgave what was pail, but 
loaded him with favours, and conlirined him in all Iiis governments. 

The court being dillrelfed what rneafures to piirfue, laid hold of this 
opportunity to employ a prince, wlroic valour and other military virtues 
might render him dangerous in any other province. His brotlier eevxVN- 
KUAN was fent in quality of his lieutenant into Georgi a, and GURonix-- 
•KHANT, who, befide the government of this province, had that of kher- 
mania*’, was nominated alfo governor of kaxdaharj iuui as inch was 
commilnoned to pacify the troubles that might arii'e, and to watcli o\cr 
fhc fecurity of that frontier. This general fpared no pains to put his or- 
ders in execution : for this purpofe, he railed an army of 20 , coo pr-:;;- 
:;IANS, and having reinforced it with a body of Georgians, he made 
forced marches towards kandahar, when the very news of liis arv- 
proach diffierfcd the rebels. 

So fudden a calm gave him fame fufpicion : lie was not fatisfied with, 
having fuppreiled the infurreblion, but applied his thoughts how to root 
it up. With this view, he made a diligent enquiry after the authcas oi 
the pafl troubles, and being induced fi'om the feverity of his diipolidon.. 
to think that thefe people would never be completely fubjcbled widiout 
opprefllon, lie abandoned them to the diferetion of his army. 

It is hardly credible to what excefs the violence and cruelty of the 
troops was carried on this occalion. The chiefs of tribes, and the fimpic 

fhepherds, 

•’ Val!, a viceroy deftended more immediately from the Tovereigns of the country over whicli i.e 
pTclides. Capital of fersjah oeorgi a, on a branch of the kvka. * General!;- 

^.1 A KM 1 A . 
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fhepherds, were equally in danger of their lives. They faw their tents’ 
and horfes taken from them, without daring to complain. Women were 
publicly fnatched from their huAands, and young virgins found no 
Ihelter in tlie arms of their mothers. Such horrid liccntiqufnefs increa- 
ling every day, the Afghans had priv'ate meetings, and lent a deputation 
to court, to complain of the tyranny under which they groaned. Thofe 
deputies fet out unknown to gurghin-khan, and arrived fafe at Isfa- 
han ; but tills governor’s friends having foon difeovered tlie motive of 
their journey, prevented all accefs to the shah, in fuch a manner, that 
they were obliged to wait lor the time vvlien there was no poliibility of 
liindering them from having audience. 


According to an ancient ciiHom, the kings of Persia always appear 
in public at the vernal equinox, when even the meaneft of tlieir fubjedls 
liavc free accefs. The Afghans embraced this opportunity to prefent 
their complaints; the petition which they brought with them was fign-- 
ed I'.y tire chief', of the fcveral tribes ; it contained a very lively pl<5lure of , 
the niifcrics they fudered, and would undoubtedly have moved siiah 
nussi-' i N, who was naturally of a mild difpofition, if the friends of gur~ 
GiMX- KHAN h.ad not llitied thofe favourable imprcllions, and engaged 
the prince to d'.fmits thofe deputies as male-contents, unworthy of the 
royal clemency. 


Gurguin-khau having been Informed of what palVed, was not long 
before he ihewed his reientment. The Afghans of kanp.vhah are di- 
vided into ieverai tribes'*, often or twelve thouland families each. MlR- 
vais% a chief of one of thofe tribes, was allb one of the moll powerful 
perfons of his nation; his ofhee of calentar ‘ added weight to his- 
credit ; but his birth, bus generoiity, and a certain graceful -and popular 
air, with (ome indications of an ambitious fpirit, were the caufe of his 
being fulbcbled as the author of the pall dillurbauces-. The khan in 

order 

** UiC TART.'', as call iiORr.A?- Souic^irAtT; wrote which figniiics in ara- 

Tt n.’ pvhict: Thu title {>( cMiR, of vviheii mtk an abbteviadon, is conlerrcd allb on the 

c M b a I f r s , thccelhirs of m .a hom m n if ; biu every n v. a is not a c h li k 1 jc b . I'herc there fo2ue who axe 
rhrtilians, inch as thofe of the uk vans and the mar on ists; theft: latl are fo named from m a p. o n their 
head, and iidribilctl. mount i x> 1: a n us. ^ Ca h r: n t a r fignihcs the greateih This olhcer is jiovvevci* 
cliargcd wi:h collet ting oi ta.xe.N and ai: already nettd^ fornedmes ads an a fub-governor. Vol. L p. 23* 
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•order to revenge himfelf of his enemies, and at the fame time by fonaee 
^ig nal piece of policy to over-awe the Afghans, ordered mtk-vais to 
be feized and tent to ISFAHAN ; informing the court at the lame time, 
that he was jt turVtulent man vvliom they ought by all means to fecure ; 
that he was the only author of the paft commotions, and of fuch a dif- 
polition as was likely to foment new troubles, which might hereafter 
be of dangerous confequence to the monaiciiy : a remarkable inftance of 
fagacity, which was afterwards jullified by the event. 

Gurghin-kh AN having thus removed the only perfon, in whom he 
dlfcovered all the qualifications necelTary for the head of a party, began 
to be no longer afraid of the enterpiizes of the moghoi,, or of the niur- 
murings of the Afghans. He thereibre put a ganifon in the capital, 
and, fatisfied w'itlx keeping his Georgians about his perfan, dilhanded the 
reft of his army. 

MiR-vAts, far from being dcjeclcd by his difgrace, thought of draw- 
ing fomc advantage from it, by cndeavourir'jg to get a thorough, kiiow- 
jledge of a court which was made tiie place of liis confinenjent. The 
charadler of shah h ossein-' was too remarkable to efcape him. This 
prince was born with tliat placid dilpofition, which borders on weaknefs, 
and confequently docs not deferve the name of virtue. He had a ftrong 
attachment to his religion, and might be denomiirated an honeft man, 
but fo e.-tceftively indolent, and immoderately addicted to women afui 
wine, as to be incapable of governing; thus unworthy of being a real, he 
was only a nominal king. Jt is eafy to conceive tlien that tlie guardians 
of his pleafures were his favourites, and a council compoled of the prin- 
cipal eunuchs of the feraglio, were the depofitarics of the fupreme power. 
This council was eftabiiflied by shah suliman towards the latter end 
of his reign, who not content with rendering it lliperior to that of the 
antient form of adminiftrutlon, at his death gave it tlie power, in conjunc- 
tion with the great officers of the kingdom, of chuling vvhicli of ids Tons 

they 

< Cantem iR-UosFOD AR of MOLDAVIA, wlio ilctl foj* rt.cltdr into thc tcrritoncs of the 
in (715 drew the following chara<^er of .^01 ah hussein. “ He h foity years old ; of an indeJent 
cliipohtion'; intlrely abandoaed :o his pleafiircs ; terminating all his diTputes with the Turks, t]>c 
INDIANS, and hib other neighbours, by the mterpofiiion of his governors, and by dim of money.'* 

8 
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diey thought fitteft to fucceed him. It was by means of the votes and . 
credit of thefc eunuchs, that Hussein was preferred, on this occafion, to’ 
his brother abas-myrza^: yet far from taking umbrage at the power 
wliich had raifcd him to the throne, contrary to the policy of arbitrary 
kings, thought only of flrengthening the authority of that tribunal ; whe- 
ther it was that he followed merely the impulfe of a grateful mind, 
witiiout attending to any other duty ; or finding^ himfelf incapable of 
bolding the reins of government, he was glad to eafe himfelf of a bur- 
then, too heavy indeed for a prince of his character. 

This fenate thus invefled with the fuprenie authority, were conf’quently 
the only difpofers of the royal favours and employments. Merit became 
an empty found j all offices and dignities were given to thofe who paid 
the highefl price ; money decided every thing j and the immenfc riches 
wliich were accumulated by this means, feemed rather to whet than to 
glut the avarice of thofe bafe miniilers. Every part of the ftate felt the 
of this diforder. The troops being difeouraged by ill difclpline, 
arid worfc pay, ferved with reludfance. Robbers infeiled the high-w'aVvS, 
and interrupted commerce. Place-men, impoveriihed by the purchace of 
flicir offices, tyrannized over the people, and were rapacious with im- 
punity j in fine, juilice was publicly fold in the very capital of the em- 
pire. 

Sir AH HUSSEIN was perhaps the only perfbn in his kingdom, that was 
ipn'iorant of the diforder of the government. As he was buried in the 
picafurcs of the harramS the cries of tiie opprtlled could not reach liis 
car. The eunuchs had in a great meafure brouglit the feudatory princes 
of the empire under their fubjedlion, by invefting the younger brothers 
with the fovereignty, in prejudice to the elder ; and as the grandees of 
the court were, like the reft of the nation, divided into tv/o fadtions, 
they received no umbrage, but paid an implicit obedience to this tribu- 
nal, which triumphed over die public calamity. 

In 

M yr7.a, an abbreviation of emir-zaue, which in Persian fignifies Ton oif t]ic pfir.ce. The 
tii.lc of MVK7A put after the proper ruimc, fignifies n orince of the blood ; but put before it, iign.ifiea 
writer; and is alib a proper name, ixs m vr /. a-m ahomm ed. Sec V'ol. I. 

* iiarrani, fignifies prohibited to men. The womens apartmeiu in pep.si.Vv i hia and tu r 
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In order to difcover the origin of thefe divifions, we mu ft trace mat- 
ters as high as the reign of shah abas H. This prince, whofe great 
grand-fatlier had ufurpcd the throne, and who had lately added feveral 
provinces to his dominions, perceived that he could not long depend on 
the fidelity ot his natural-born fubjedfs, no more than on the feveral na- 
tions whom he had brought under fubjedtion. He endeavoured therefore 
to fet them at variance, that he might fupport his fovereignty by being 
their arbitrator. With this view, he peopled one half of every city and 
village of his empire with colonies chofen from among the nations moft 
oppofite in manners, cuftoms,'and charadfer to the antient citizens; and 
that the equality which he had cftablifhed between both thefe parties 
jfhould be for ever preferved, he forbid them to alienate to each other, 
under any pretext whatfoever, the lands which they already poflefied, or 
thofe whicli he might afiign to them. This policy had the effedl which 
stiAH ABAS expedfed. Jcaloufy foon gave birth to two oppofite fadtions, 
who not content with diftinguiihing themfclv'cs by a particular name 
and fome external marks, would neither inter-marry nor have dealings 
.with each other. Tlieir hatred ftiewed itfelf in a very fingular manner 
at the feaft of iiussetn and hassan™, for then they were allowed to 
come to blows, and tho’ it w'as only with ftones and fticks, yet tliofc 
days of feftivity feldom pafi'ed without cofting the lives of a great many 
people. Thefe combats were not only tolerated, but authorized by tlie 
prince, vvhofc power they confirmed, inafmuch as the animofity whicJi 
they fomented, produced a mutual jealoufy between the two parties, which 
contained them both alike within the limits of obedience. 

A policy fo little founded on the good of fociety, could not but liave 
fome dangerous effccls. The courtiers inftead of ufing tliis artifice as a 
political engine, at length took a great ftiare in it, and it was ealy to 
perceive at the court of Isfahan, thofe fentiments of averfion which 
divided the common, people: every grandee, either for the glory of pro- 

tedting, 

^ The beginning of the laf\ cenniry, ■* Pf.LEujc and f Ki rvUv.. Wc may Tuppofe them as 

mad as thole were in 1640, who adopted the tenets of the church of and and the church of 

r. CO TLA NO. I have aiready m .‘ntioned this in a general way in my ill: \ o\umc, concerning the fer- 
51 AN religion, ddic Ions of A.Lt, whofe death they commemorate. 
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tefting, or .for the advantage of being properly fupported, was of onp* 
party or the other j and the antipathy which always prevailed betv/i.vt the 
white and black eunuchs, was, in regard to them, what the fpirit of fadioii 
was to the reft of the kingdom. . 


C H A P. V. 

*Tbe intrigues of MiR-vAis at the court of Isfahan. He goes a pilgrimage 
to MECCA; . Different f’bh e/' MAiioMitiEDANS. He propfes political 
doubts to the mollahs at mecca, 'ochicb are refohed in his favour. 

S UCH was the llate of pehsia, when mir-vais came to court. This 1707, 
man liad penetration fufheient to unravel thefe myfleries, and to make* 
a proper ufe of fuch conjuntlures as were favourable to his intereft. He 
made it his firfl bufinefs to get acquainted with the party which oppofed 
CUR OH IN-KHAN. The llcward of the king’s houdiold, and fatey- 
ALi-KHAN ", grand veneur °, and afterwards prime miniiler, were at the 
head of this fidlion. Mjr-vais found no difficulty to engage their fa- 
vour againft their common enemy : he knew that intereft is generall}^ a 
more prevailing motive than hatred to a foe, or even compaffion for a 
friend, and made ufe of the greateft part of the money which the afcoians 
remitted him, to fecure the protection of thofe lords. The prefents 
which he made them on this occafion, amounted to thirty thouland 
tomans 

The province of kandai-tar was no longer divided like the red of 
the kingdom by this fpirit of diffieniiora : the revolutions it bad under- 
gone, had inlcnlibly extinguilhed their animoSties. As mir-vais was 
avowedly neither a peleuk nor feleuk j he made a dexterous ufe of 

this 

* There was another khan of die fame name, who cl i ill f:ga iilied in the hiilory of kadi p siiAii, 

• M 1 B.-CHEK AR-B ACui. I’ 75>ooo/. It h ihid that this fain was paid by the- ' pgp a ns ie 

thirty thouland woolen falhes of die manuiadures of a city h\ the teriiiovies of caiiAt* 

^OGlIOt. 

VoL, III. 
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1707. tliis particular circumftance : for each willing to believe him of their 
party, efpoufed his intereft. Having taken fuch wife precautions, he 
was not afraid to demand an audience : accordingly he appeared before- 
the divan, juftihed his condu 61 ; with fuch addrefs and eloquence, that 
the king already prejudiced by feme of his minifters, thought it jufticc 
not only to acquit him, but to grant him his favour and protcdlion. 

A man of common ambition would have been fatisfied with this fuc- 
cefsj but to a perfon of mir-vais’s ilamp, it was not fufHcient to juftify 
himfelf ; he afpired at the dcib aftion of his accufer. His noble birth, fup- 
ported by a fplendid fortune, with, an artful and insinuating turn of mind, 
operated fo cfFe<^luaHy on tlie miflakcn companion of nussniN, that he 
liad now free accefs to this monarch; and he availed himfelf of tliis favour, 
and of the credit of iris cabal, to llrike the firli blow. He always fpoko 
of his enemy wdth refpeft, and a feeming finccrity ; but he gave Jus au- 
ditors time to refledt on the valour and power of tliat general : he art- 
fully infinuated that the government of Georgia, khhrmania, and 
KANDAHAR, wUh which thc fame perfon was inveded, rather rendered 
him a formidable prince, than an opulent lord. He reminded them, on 
this occafion, of his prefumption in holding out in tefflis agaiufl: the, 
PERSIAN armies j in hue, taking every occafion to raife the fame fu- 
fpicions againfl the governor, as the latter had excited againfl him, thc. 
king now beg-an to imagine, that gurgh in-khan had removed him, only 
to get rid of an iafpedor, who by his fidelity and credit, miglit bafHe, 
his proje< 51 :s. 

But it was not a fpirit of revenge only that excited mir-vais to render 
the'KHAN fufpededi this’dangerous Afghan had more extenfivc, and 
more exalted views. The king’s effeminacy > the want of experience in. 
his minifiers and generals; thc confufion and irregularity which neccflarily 
followed from thence in thc adminiftration ; and above all, that fpirit of 
divifion which excited one party continually to oppofc the projects formed 
by the other ; by means whereof their very bcfl concerted enterprizes were 
fruflrated : thefe circurnftances, at length, infpired mir-vais with the. 
hopes of refeuing his country from the Persian yoke. His knowledge 
7 and. 
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and experience of the court had given him too mean an opinion of it,’ 1707 
to be afraid of any difficulty from that quarter, in the execution of his 
delign ; but he was too well acquainted with the valour and abilities of 
GURGHiN-KHAN, to uegledl any method by which he rpight remove 
that general. But the moft important point was to fecure in his intereft 
the different tribes of kandahar. Tho’ his ffiperior genius, his win- 
ning deportment, his great generofity, had united the hearts of the chiefs, 
as well as of the common people, in his favours yet he did not think 
this was enough to determine him to put an abfolute confidence in them, 
as if they would certainly join with him’in an enterprize of this nature. 

In order therefore to cover his defign with the fpecious veil of religion, 
he took his meafures to render a revolt legal, and according to the de- 
ciiion of the. higheft earthly authority. 

It has been already obferved, that the i’ersians and the Afghans 
treat each other as heretics. The two feils of the mahommedans are 
diffinguiffied by the names of sunni and schias : as mahommed is re- 
puted both by the Persians and turns as the true meffiah, their differ- 
ence is about tlie fncceffbr of this falfe prophet, and the fenfe of fomc 
particular texts in the khoran'’. The fe< 5 t of sunni comprehends the 
TURKS, iome of the tartars, the fubjerffs of the mogHioi<, with fomc 
other nations of lefs note, and among thefe the Afghans, who arc all 
followers of omar. The fedt of schias, includes the Persians, and 
other nations of the fame way of thinking, fuch as part of the oLfsnEo 
TARTARS, and feme princes of the indies, who are fcjllowers of At,r, 
and diffinguiffi their fed' allb by the name ofADELiAH'". The Afghans, 
in fubmitting to the dominion of tlie kings of Persia, had made it an 
article of their capitulation, that they ffiould not be molefted on account 
of their religion ; nor were they ever diffreffed upon that fubjed. But 
MTR-vAis reiblved to make this difference in religion the bafis of Ins 
defign of taking up arms agaiiift his lovcreign. With this fccrct view, lie 
begged leave of the king to make a pilgrimage to Mecca, where he in- 
tended to confult the mullahs as he was now no longer fufpeded, aiu! 

E 2 thk 

See this iubjeft in Vol. I. Chap. jt. Adeliah properly fjgnifies the of ihc juih 

♦ Mvi^lah iignifies a guide or diretlor, the common name of pricil. 
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♦ ... 
1707. ‘this pilgrimage removed him the further from kandahau, his petition. 

was granted w'ithout any difficulty. 


He had not been long at MitccA, before he feut to Medina to delire 
the opir.iofi of the chief dodfors. The doubts he propofed to them W‘cre : 
“ Wijcther it is Uv/Ful for muflulmen opprelTcd and cramped in the exer- 


cilc of their religion by Ireretics, to take up arms, and tree tlremfelves 
from the \'okc.’' Tire otlicr was much to the fame effedt, mz. “ Whe- 


'• ther tliofe mulildmen were not reieafed from the oath of allegiance. 


“ which trie chief men of eacli family had been forced to make to a 
“ fovereign, wiio was a heretic, when this lovercign did not oblerve the 
conventions wddcli he had fworn to, but had made them Haves to in- 
“ fidelsh” After which, lie expatiated on the fufterings of the nation 
trom the avarice and violence of the Georgians ; oblerving, that Icveral 
A,FGHANS had already changed their religion, merely to free thcmlelves 
from tills tyrannical oppreffion. 


The ML^LLAHS did not hcTitate long about their aniwerj for according 
to the principles of the mahommedan religion, the Iword is one ol the 
means enjoined to muffidmen, in general, for the propagation of tliclr 
faith. They decided therefore in the affirmative, and mir-vais having 
iccretly obtained the petfa", difpatched in the ufual forms, returned to 
ISFAHAN. Tilus far things fucceeded to liis wifh, but this lioly authority 
for rebellion could be of no fcrvice to him, till he Ihould return to Kan- 
dahar. Notwithflanding the eager dedre he had to execute his projCi 5 t, 
he was too good a politician to apply for leave to go home. On the con- 
trary, he affcdled an indifference, which entirely preventing thole ful- 
picions, which an impatience of returning might have revived, he waited 
to fee what time would produce; when a circuinllance arofe whicli great- 
ly facilitated his defigns. 


^ (xfrnrks. Ml i: VAT? by ihis name marked out the geo rot Ah's. This tv'ord comes from 
CMEBR, wrnci' :a tiie.rEPvhic an idolater, buc more particularly a worHiippcr of fire. 

'' 1';: i fddh'v" i fc rvA, the deeikan of the mufii, when he is confalted upon any point of 
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*The emperor cf fends, an embajfadou to the court Isfahan. Mir- 

vAis’j arts to alarm the court on this account. Character of the em~ 
bajj'ador. Mik-vais raifes fujpicion agninli cxsieGUiK-KHAtti gevermr 
of KANDAHAR, and is feiit back to his oojon country, under a notion of 
his fidelity. 


r '|'’“A E governor of shamakik, at tins time, gave intelligence to the 
M court, that there was arrived upon the frontiers an embaffador 


from tlic emperor of Russia, charged with letters from the pope, and 
likewifc from the emperor of csiRArANV, and attended with a more tlian 
ordinary retinue. Advice was brought, at the fame time, that this cm- 
baflador, who wa.s born in caran a city of armknia, had given out 
that he was defecuded horn the antient kings of that province, and had 


let drcip feme hints, that he did not renounce the rights which his birth 


ivc him to tlnU ibvercignty. 


'r 


rc 


por 


concernino; the lineal de- 




feent of the emb.xrrador, frivolous as tlicy were, alarnred shaiI huss'Ein 
is minifters: their puerile fears tints carried their a]''piehenfions be- 


ai'id hi 

yond all the bounds of probability, for they concluded, tltat an Arme- 
nian who was born a fubjedl of Persia, and had preiumed to talk in 
th.it manner, did not come to well attended, and under tlie protebtion of 
tltree princes of the fame religion ;is himfclf, to aiSt merely as an em- 
ballador. The alarm was loon increaled by thofe, who fuppoling that 
home parts of the reports were true, thought it tlieir intcjctl to magnify 
the whole. A i- rlnchman, who had been lent to the court of isi ahan- 


by EEWisXIV, for the affairs of commerce j and fome other Europeans 
who were fettled in that city, gave into this ridiculous flory. They had 
been informed, that this embaffidor threatened to caufe alt the miliiona- 


ries to be expelled the kingdom, and therefore endeavoured to fhew that 
the letters of recommendation from the chrifliaa princes, by virtue of 
which he had met with a favourable reception, were luppofititious pieces; 
ufing their intereft at the lame time to dilTuade the court from, receiving 
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1 70S. 'tjhe embafi'ador: alledging certain prediilions prefcrved in tlie archives of 
the ARMENIANS, which foretold that the kingdom of Armenia (hould 
be re-eftablilhed one day under the protedtion of russia. And in order 
to impofe a people naturally credulous with regard to future events, 
they corroborated thele predidlions with a french anagram taken from 
the cmbalfador’s name, obferving that in Israel orii'^, were found the 
letters il sera uoi, that is, “ he fiiall be king.*’ 

The artful infinuations of mir-vais made a ftrong impreffion on the 
minds of the courtiers. With thofe of the fame fadion as gurgmin- 
KHAN, he laid no great flrcfs'upon thefe circumftances ; but with thofe 
of the oppoiite party, “ the date,” he fiiid, “ was in the moft perillous 
, “ fituation ; lor tlicre was no reafon to doubt, but the czar, wdiofe power 
7' and ambition w'ere well known to all the world, had undertaken to 
refeue from the Persian yoke, a nation vvlm profeffed the fame reli- 
gion as himfelf. That the embaffador muft be a fccret em illary, who 
under the fandlion of his character, was come to blow the coals of fe- 
dition even in the heart of the kingdom. Otherwife, why fhonld an 
ARMENIAN liavc been chofen? Could thofe princes have been at a lofs 
“ to find in their vaft dominions, fubjedb of their own, who were pro- 
“ perly <pia)ified for fuch a fundlion ? And why llioukl tins minifler pre- 
tend to he deicended from the antient kings of Armenia, if it was 
“* not to obtain more credit with tlie credulous part of his country ? But 
this was the fmallefl: part of the danger. If the government liad no- 
thing to apprehend but the attempts of the aiuscovitfs and ah me- 
“ nians, the brave inhabitants of Georgia, who are fituatc between 
them, would be an infurmountable barrier againft the one j and as for 
the others, it is well known that they are more difpofed to commerce 
than war j and confequently will not attempt to diake off their fub- 
“ jedtion to our invincible fovereign. But who can undertake to anfwer 
“ for the fidelity of thofe very Georgians ? Is there the leaf! reafon to 
** doubt, but they fubmit with reludlance to a people of a different rcli- 
** gion ? Have we forgot the efforts they made fome years ago, to with- 
** draw tliemfelves from their fubjedlion, at the inftigation of gurghin- 

** KHAN, 

^ The name of the cmbaiTador. 
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KHAN, who now is governor of three of the fineft provinces of the •1708. 
kingdom ? In fine, are we ignorant, that sanazarli-khan, this prince’s 
“ coufin-german, is now at the court of sr. Petersburg, from whence 
perhaps he correfponds with him, while he continually folliqits the czar, 

“ to free thole unbelievers from their fubjedtion to our empire*. The; 

“ RUSSIAN armies, reinforced by the troops of one of thole infidel na- 
“ tions, and paid by the other, may at any time without fighting march 
over the high mountains of alburtz J', crofs the kura% and pitch 
“ their tents on the banks of the aras\ And when thefc formidable 
“ enemies^fhall have penetrated into the heart of the kingdom, are we 
“ to prefumc thatGURCHTN-icHAN, who has already attempted to afeend 
tlie throne of his ancelfors, will facrifice his ambition and interefl to 
his duty? Or is it to be imagined, that tliis prince, who is defeended ^ 

“ from the lovcrcigns of Georgi a, and a chrifiian in his heart, will em- 
“ ploy the forces cpiartered in kanoahar and khermania, which 
can bring together at a fingie word, againft his country, his religion, 

“ and the fubjedfs of his ancellors ?” 

Thefc arguments were very Ipeclous and' folid, to men who endea- 
voured to be frightened. In fadf, every thing contributed to increafe the 
general alarm ; while mir-vais was the only perfon at court, who law 
into the falfity of thefc political vifions. This man had too much fenfe 
and penetration, not to perceive immediately, that thefe chimerical ideas 
had no foundation;, havhjg been occafioned only by Tome indifereet fpcechcs 
of the embaffidor, wdiich flievvcd rather his folly ajid ftupidity, than his 
having any defign of this nature. For how prodigioully abfurd was it to 
believe, that the emperor peter the gre^at, fhould without any ne- 
cefTity deliver up the pretender into the king’s hands, and that this inini- 
jfler, who had fuch a perfonal interefl: not to be difeovered, fliould begin 

* This was a plaufible motive of fear* Mulitetzici, prince of Georgia^ had been in Russia, 
and his only fon was general of the artillery to peter the «:iREAT, Thefe princes were now dead ; 
but as it was believed that the czar had promifed .mihtetzki to rc-inftate him in his principality* 
aa foon as the war with sweohn was ended: it was alib imagined that this monarch ftiil perliilcd {in 
1715) in his refolution of difpofleding the ufurper, ^ Mount Caucasus- * Formerly 

•idled cvr VI, ^ Formerly arajcei. 
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1708. "by a voluntary irtdifcretion, the execution of his defign, the whole fuccefs 
of which depended on fecrccy and circumfpeftion ? 

Nothiiig, indeed, could be woifc founded than this panic. The pre- 
tended fhccclibr of the kings of AKME>ijA, was an adventurer, who after 
havir^g luccciilve'y fold coffee, and terved as a common foldicr, became a 
fiibaltcni in t])e fervicc of the emperor i.eopolD; but as he underflood 
the oRiENTTAi, languages, he was, at length, chofen by the court of Vi- 
enna, to found the difpofition of the turks, in regard to the peace w'hich 
was afterwards concluded at KAULOWtr/.. Upon his return from Con- 
stantinople, he paffed into tlie fervice of peter the great, who in 
confidcration of the fame abilities, made him a colonel, and employed 
him alfo to negotiate a peace with the ottoman port) to prevent his 
'being interrupted by tliat power, during the war which .he intciided to 
declare agriinll the king of sweoen. 

IsratTj or II liaving dli<.;harged this important commlflion to the czar’s 
fatisfufllon, defired as a reward for his itTvices, that his raajefly rvoidij 
gratify him with an embally to j.<; ahan, lie confidcred that this wtndd 
be tlje fure(t way to enrich liimfclf in a little time : rninitlcrs of this cha- 
radlcr enjoying great privileges in PTRs.rA, particularly that of not paying 
any cuilotns. As icon as he liad obtained his credentials, he took poll 
to VIENNA, and thence to Rome, where he pretended to be capable of 
bringing the fehifmatic Armenians into tire pale of the romisu churclg 
and having already obtained letters from tlie emperor, he procured alfo a 
brief from clement XI, for shah hussein. 

Thefe were the particulars of an event, wliich gave rife, to fo many 
idle* rpeculations. The numerous retinue which attended the cmbaiTador, 
confiA.ed for tlie moil part of Armenians, who were proprietors of the 
goods lie brought with iiim ; except fome Russians, who were going 
to BAKU, and had accompanied him to SHAMAKfE, in order to give the 
more luftre to his embalTy, So that the preteniions of fovercignty, and 
the defign of turning tlie miflionaries out of tliC kingdom, were idle 
words which this minifier let drop on purpofe, to engage his companions 
to join with him in the expences of the journey into Persia. Shah 
7 HUSSEIN 
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HUSSEIN being ignorant of theft clrcumftances, was for fome time dubious* 1708. 
how to a< 3 :: but the fear of giving peter the great any pretence for a 
rupture, prevailing over every other confederation, he came to a refolu- 
tion, contrary to the general expe<flation of the liUROPEAt^s, to receive 
the embaffador. Israei, orii therefore ftt out flom shamakie ; and 
from the prejudice already conceived in his favour, the Persians paid a 
yet greater regard to him, than is generally fhewn.to perfons of his cha- 
radter j fo that he had reafon to he fatisfied with the honours and diftinc- 
tions which he received during his Hay at Isfahan. 

A 

In the mean time, the artful fpeeches of mir-vais had produced the 
cfFedl which he expedted. The court, continually terrified with chimeras, 
the natural conftquence of a difteraper’d government, began to take um- 
brage at the excefiive power of gurghin-khan ; and the enemies of that* 
prince, at the head of whom was the prime minifter taking advantage 
of theft difpofitions, found no difficulty in perfuading the timorous shah 
HUSSEIN to join with them in fufpicions, which were authorized by the 
remembrance of what had pafl'ed fome years before at tefuis. It is 
probable, that gurghin-khan would have been recalled, but that they 
doubted, \vhether he would not undertake to maintain himfelf there by 
force; or, after the example of ali-mer dan-khan, he might not be- 
tray the country to the mochol ; they refolved therefore to purfuc a lefs 
dangerous method ; this was, to place near his perfon one whom they 
could confide in, who was capable of watching over ids condudi, and at 
the fame time able to make liead againfi: him, if he ofi’ered to create any 
diflurbance. They were not long delil^erating upon the choice ; this 
commiffion was given to mir-vais ; and as it was of fome conftquence, 
on this occafion, to increaft his credit with the people, he was honoured 
with the KHALAET', and reinllated in his employment. 

Thus 

^ Athhmat doulet. In pfiRCic, ikhtimadoulet figniHes fupportcr of tiic power, 'rhii; 
poll is diiTefent from that of the vizir-a'/em, or grand vizirs in turke v, mafmuch as the latter be- 
ing generaliflimo’s of the aiTnies, their dignity anfwcrs to that of lieutenant-general of the empire. 

Kualaet fignifies perfed or accompli ihed ; a robe of honour which is given by the king’s or 
Sers ; it is alfo ufed for arms, horfes, or the like prcfeiit from a fuperior. The *r urk£ call tJiis cat - 
TAM, and the Russians have the fame word for a common coat* 

VoL. III. F 
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'7o 8. . Tiaus Providence ordained, that a fearful apprehenfion, arifing ftoin tlie 
i^le talk of an adventurer, fliouid bring about the invaOon of one of the 
nioft fiouri/fnnsi; rnonaichies of the caflera world. Mir-vais, who from 
tire very circuniilances of tins ridiculous terror, had made a difeovery of 
the weaknefb of the piusjan government; was no fooner returned to 
KANDAHAR, than he applied his thoughts how to prevail on his country- 
men, to embark with him in the enterprize he had meditated. He was 
wavering in regard to the manner in which he lliould acqiuint them with 
h-is projecf, when a fivouiable opportunity oficred of commencing the 
execution of it. This was owing to an event, which to thofe who are 
unacquainted with the difference of manners and laws betweeir the Euro- 
peans and ORIENTAL nations, may appear as a romance, though there is 
good reafon to believe it true. 


C H A P. VII, 

Gurghin-kiian demaiuls the daughter of mir-vais. The Afghans af~ 
femhlc and determine to revolt, Mir-vais by an aril fee Impojeei upon 
GURGHiN-KHAN, a?id galus bis Confidence. yl conip/racy conceried icith 
the tribe of Mir-vais maffacrci the khan inltb all his re- 

tinue, and takes pfj'elJion t/'KANDAiiAR. 

G urghin-khan made no doubt, but his conduft to the Afghans 
had been ccnliucd at court; hut he iliil continued to act towards 
them with Jiis ufual feverity. Being now provoked at the return and 
juftification of one of their chiefs, whom he had pronounced guilty, he 
determined to let thefe people know, that neither the favour nor honours 
which the king had granted to mir-vais, fliould fcrcen him from his 
refentment, who knew him fo much better than he was known at the 
.PERSIAN court. With this view, he refolved by fornc fignal aift to hum~ 
ble them all at one and the fame time; and hurried by the impetuolity of 
his temper, he chofc the moft dangerous method he could have thought 
of ; judging it the befl; adapted to his purpofc, of making them feel the 
full extent of his power. 


M JR- VAIS 
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Mir* VAIS had a daughter, who was efteemed the moll beautiful lady 1708, 
In the province. The khan now demanded her for his barram, and ex- 
plained himfelf in fuch terms, as flic wed he was determined to be obeyed. 

Tills acT of tyranny was more tlian mir-vais expedled, huj his mind 
being already full ot his fivourite defign, he made a proper ufe of this 
incident, to found the dirpofition of the Afghans, in regard to the plot 
he was contriving. He acquainted the principal men among them, witli 
his prefent cafe, by whom it was foon communicated to others. Thofe 
people have an utter aver/ion againil marrying their daughters to flrangers : 
but to give away as a Have, tlu; child of one of the niofl powerful of their 
chiefs, and of a perfon who was a jirincc by his birth, to a man of a 
different left, was to tlieni tlic grc.’teil mark of ignominy and reproach. 

I here was no time to lole : the kh \n pref/ed the execution of his orders,* 
and they v\cre reduced to tlic alternative of cither complying v^ith his 
will, or relblving to oppole it > they accordingly determined upon the lat- 
ter. Some of tiie warmefl. and mdl zealous of tlie tribe alieinbled fe- 
crctly in mik- vais’s tent, and one of them is recorded to have made a 
fpcccii to tins eftedt ; 

O MiR-\-Ais! thv country-mcn thus cry to thee with one common 
voice; j-ulge from thv own fitiution, to wlwt a mifcrablc (late we are 
“ reduced. V/e no longer reckon among our niisfortuncs, the tyrannical 
taxes vvitli which we are loaded j no longer do we weep to fee our- 
ielvcs (ti igt oi oui paternal inlieritanccs, by a power that does not even 
“ leek to palliate its iniquities under the veil of laws. Thclc calamities, 

“ which would create tlie mofl fenhlile aflliclion to otlier nations, affedt 
us no longer. Tlic lofs of property is fupportahle, becaufe it may be 
“ repaired ; but there is no repairing the lols of honour. Recollect tlie 
“ odious contempt with which we .arc treated, hv people who arc ih- 
“ dcdifed to our puhlianimity for the au'diority with tvhich they lord it 
“ over us. Docs not this vile treatment, wlncli will rciuier us tiie dif- 
“ g>-acc of mankind, excite thy courage ? Shall we remind tliee of thole 
“ ads of violence, the very thought of which covers us with infamy ? 

Ncitiiei innocence, nor the facred matriiiioniai bands, are longer any 

h 2 “ barriers 
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.1708. “ barriers againft the unbridled licentioufnefs of our barbarous mafters^ 
“ Thou knoweft it well: thou, Omir-vaI's! whofc birth and valoun 
have railed thee fo far above the common level j. haft not thou fuffered 
“ fucli treatuicnt, as none but Haves can tliink of without indignation? 
“ What fatality holds tliy arm ? Doft thou wait for fre/h infults, frefh 
“ outrages ? Doll thou wait till the tyrant makes thee ftoop, a fecond 
“ time, under the ignominious weight of chains'*? Or wilt thou invoke 
“ his guards to fill up the meafurc of our fhame, by ravilhing from the 
“ arms of thy wife, the young princofs whom lie demands of tliee ; not 
to indulge his amorous delircs with her, but to glut his hatred of thee. 
If valour does not fupport us to oppofe this tyranny, defpair will dire<ft 
“ our bIo\vs like thunder-bolts from heaven. Let us retire into the inoun- 
** tains; and if we mull perifli, let 14s at leaft wipe oft the llain of infamy.'' 

Mir- VAIS liftened wdthout any feeming emotion, and the whole alfein- 
bly having fixed their eyes on him, waited with impatince to hear what 
reply he would make; when, raifing his voice, he I’pokc to this efted': 

I thank the Supreme, for the generous fentiments witii wliich he haa 
inlpired your breads. The intereft of the nation calls on us aloud to 
“ be of one common opinion j but there are many ways to attain the 
“ fune end ; let our greateft dependance be on our courage and fagacity. 
The ferpent that lies, awake, will overcome the lion when he falls 
“ afleep: let us conceal our fwords in beds of rpfes ; and if you think 
‘‘ highly enough of me, to leave the revenge of your caufe to my care, 
“ this glorious defign muft be kept an inviolable. fecret.” 

The AFGHANS anfwered with a general appiaufe, and all promifed the 
moft fubmiffive obedience, and the ftrideft fecrccy. “ Tlicy fwore to 
fufter their wives to be torn from them, and their ftaves to be fet at 
“ fiberty, if they did not perform their engagements; and this they alfo. 
“ confirmed upon bread, fait, their fabres, and the kboran % 

We all know, that it is the cuftom of the eaft, for women of con- 
dition, or even thofe who are flaves to perfons of any rank, never to ftijr 

from , 

^ lie is laid to ha vs been lent to i&faiian in irons. * A culiont which is very lignificati vt*’, 
at k may be prclumed to include their temporal as well as eternal life. 
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firom a certain inclofure^, which none but the maftcr is perhiitted to, 1708. 
enter. Young women remain there, till they are married, and confe- 
quently are never , feen by ftrungcrs. Mir-vais now made his ufe of this 
circumftance : as foon as the alfcmbly broke up, he fent for a girl who 
was young and handlbme, and intruding her in the part the Was to adf, 
he ordered her to be magnificently drclled, and condudted to gurghin- 
khAxV, as his daughter. After giving this deceitful tellimony of his obe- 
dience to the governor, he made it his bufinefs to court the acquaintance 
of his fivourites, and even of his domeftics, whom he gained by bribes 
and fair promifes, infomuch that they all agreed to ufe their endeavours 
to reconcile their mader to him. 

Gurghin-kiian knew very well that mir-vais had judified himfelf 
before tire divan, and that the king had honoured him with the khalaet: 
thefe circumdances, which at did excited his anger, now^ prejudiced him* 
in his favour; apprehending that he had no defign to create any occadon 
of fredi alarms. The folicitatlons of his creatures and domedics fo far 
foftened his refentment, that mir-vais had leave to appear in his pre- 
fence. This artful Afghan, was now' to give a mader-proof of his dan- 
gerous abilities. He pretended fo much refped and fubmiffion at this 
interview, that the khan flattered himfelf wdth having abfolutely hum- 
bled the mod powerful of his enemies. 

Mjr-vais did not dop there: for not fatisded with being thus recon- 
ciled in appearance to a man wdiofe dedrudtion he had vowed, he ufed 
all his endeavours to gain his conddcncc and friendthip. He wars oftener 
fee n at -the governor’s levee, than in. his own habitation: he no longer 
importuned him with reprefentations of the grievances of the nation : 
he feemed to have forgotten all pail injuries, and to employ his time en- 
tirely in courting his favour. Such a behaviour, joined to the great au- 
thority he had among his country-men, with an eafy addrefs, won the 
heart of ggrghin-khan, fo that he reckoned him among the number 
of his intimate friends. 

As foon as mir-vais faw his bufinefs brought thus far, he thought it 
2 , proper time to put the fmifliing drokc to his work. We have already 

mentionedj 


^ The Iw^rrain, 
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J708. mentioned, that excepting the garrifon of kandahar, there were no 

6ther troops in the province but cfx>uciANs, whom the khan had kept 

near his perfon. And tho’ thefe did not amount to one thoufand men, 

yet as they were the bell troops in the cad, they were an invincible ob- 

fcacle to an open execution of mir-vais’s dellgn : but this wary Afgh an 

being fertile in dratagcnis, fecretly c;it>;ngcd the chiefs of one of the tribes, 

named tirin, to refufe to pay the ufiiai taxes; the khan was no fcx)ner 

informed of this febcllion, than he ordered the greated part of the geor- 

criANs, in whom confifted his principal fecurity, to march that way in 

order to funprefs it. 

♦ 

In the interim, mir-vais had diredlcd his tribe to approach within 
two or three leagues of ka,\’.dahar ; and as foon as he hearrl that gur- 
(iHTN-KHAN had ordcicd ti'oops to m.u'ci) againll the tirins, h.c txprtflcd 
tlic jrin.hcil rcfeirtment of the inutiny of thole people ; fo fir was lur from 
tv::curnig them, tlaU he enlarged upon the puuiilunent which t’lcy defei ved. 
This artful behaviour fo totally ilcfcatcd the warincls r)f tlie governor, that 
he riiade no diiiiculty to accept of an entertainment, to vvliieh ivnu v.ms 
had invited him, under a pretence of rccontilijig to his favour two leading 
men of Iris nation, wl.o had not as yet appeared in his prefci.cc. Ojt the 
day appointed for tltc fcaft, mir-vais liad every thing ready for tlie exe- 
cution of his dcfign. It was cullomury to admit evei y day into the town 
a certain number of Afghans, who were employed by the garrifon and 
townfmen in laborious oHices : that day he caufedi a;, many armed Uicn, 
ns might paf‘; nnobjerveii, to enter tJic town along with thefe Irdrourcrs, 
and gave them orders, by all means to elude the probfibition v/Ihl!) Gran- 
gers were under, of flaying in town after iim-fct, which was tlic lisiie 
of Tlautting the gates. He left nothing untried that w'as cajiablc of con- 
firming the relolution of the confpirators ; and having taken every other 
meafure that his prudence fuggeflcd to him, he waited, not witii the 
anxious fears that attend plots, but with fmguine Jiopes, to fee tJic- fpeedy 
iffue of his undertaking. 

The governor let out from kandahar in the morning, and arrived at 
the camp, which was dcfignedly pitched near one of ius country houfes. 

2 Tliere 
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There he was received with the greateft demonftrations of joy and re-. 
fpea. Soon after a fumptuous repafl; w.is fcrved up : the plenty of wine, 
together with the heat of the day, having overcome the governor, he fell 
afleep in the tent where the entertaiiinicnt was given ; vvhila i;lie officers 
and doinertics ot his retinue, took their reft in the tents of the Afghans, 
who had invited them thither, to partake of the feaft. No fooner were 
thefe unftifpeaing guefts afteep, than mir-vais at the head of fifty men 
armed witli fpears, rulhed into the tent where the governor was alleep. 
This Jiad been appointed as a fignal to the otlicr confpirators, who im- 
mediatv-dy entered the tents where tlie governor’s retinue were deep- 
ing, and inftantly maftiicred every I’KRsiAN and Georgian they could 
find. Their unhappy chief underwent the fame fite; but it isVaid of 
linn, that having iiad time to draw his fibre, he ilew fcvcral of his af- 
failins before he fell. 

When this treacherous daughter was over, mir-vais ordered the dead 
bodies to be ftript, and their arms, cloaths, and hories to be dilhibutcd 
among the iiiavcft ui Ins tribe; and taking to bimfell the cloaths, iroife 
and arms of gurgi! !N-K nA:e, he marched towards kandahar, in the 
iame order as I:iad been generuilv obferved by die governor. It was about 
an Jioui aAei iun-iet, wncri the couijnrators arrived at the gates of the 
city. The guard, deceived by tliele filfe appearances, granted them ad- 
mittance, and v'’c; e cut in pieces betorc they '.cc-e ienlihie oi their '.iror. 
Idle flower of tiie Afghans, that ihiiu.ved at a fiiiall diflance, arrived 
iooii aftei , ai.vi (n.uiing tiicmfciveo into diitcrenr bodies, were toon joined 
by their tountry-men, who had been admitted that monfin.g into the 
town ; pait of tltem marened towards the fcytrul pofts, ae,d oart advan- 
cing towards the head quarters, they furprized the garrif in, already weak- 
ened by the large detachment of the Georgians, and made them an 
eafy prey. IVIir-vais with his ufual pretence of mind, now cauled a 
proclamation to be made, that the towufmen flioukl keep within doors, 
where they would be intirely fafe. By tins piece of policy, the garrif '.n 
being deprived even of this precarious arhflance, every fol-dier and pcrlbn 
attached to the khan, were in a very lew hours cut in pieces. 


'1709. 
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the inhabitcmts oj Kandahar to join ’with him in the 
rebellion. Famous retreat of the Georgians. Mir-vais makes him- 
fdf tnajhr of the freight of zebil. Fbe Persian court orders troops fp 
be hwieJ, and fends deputies to kandahar. 

9. ^’T^HE day after the taking of kandahar, mir-vais yet depending 
JL more on cunning than flrengd), caufcd the principal inhabitants 
to be fummoncd early in the morning ; and after having quieted their 
fears by Ids foft and obliging behaviour, he protefted to them, that am- 
bition had no fliare in his undertaking ; that his only aim was to free his 
' country from the yoke under which it had fo long groaned : he then ex- 
patiated upon what the Afghans in general, and himfelf in particular 
irad fuffered for fome years ; and very artfully treating the intcrcfts of the 
aflembly as hh own, he thus continued : “ You may judge from my 
“ fentiments, and every circumflance of my condudl, that my defign is 
not to opprefs, but to free you from llavery. The Afghans will al- 
** ways ePeern you as the companions of their pail fervitude, and prefent 
‘‘ felicity. Do not be afraid that the happinefs we are now going to cn- 
“ joy, will ever be interrupted. The tyrant gurghin-khan is no more ; 
“ he was the only perfon among the Persians tliat delcrved the name 
of a foldier: can you imagine tlicy will ever dare to undertake what 
“ the cmperoi's of india have attempted in vain, with more troops tJiari 
“ there are ftoncs in our walls ? ’Tis only by motion that water is puri- 
*fied i an enemy immerfed in luxury is ftr from being formidable. If 
“ there are any amongft you that have not the courage to enjoy this 
“ precious gift of liberty, which is dropt down to you from heaven, 
let him declare himfelf; no harm flmll be done to him ; he lhall be 
permitted to go in fearch of fome new tyrant beyond the frontier of 
this happy Pate.” The inhabitants not expefting fuch mild propoP- 
tions, anfwered with loud praifes and acclamations. They all concurred 
In offering to expofe their lives and fortunes in fupport of the cona- 
7 mon 
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mon caufcj they fwore eternal fidelity to him, and begged him to con-* 1705. 
tinue his labours to terminate an enterprize, on the fuccefs of which the 
public felicity depended. 

Mir-vais now convened the chief men of his tribe: he’naadc them 
fenfible, that in fuch conjundures, unanimity is eflential to fufety, repre- 
fenting to them what they had to hope or fear, from the good or bad un- 
derftanding in which they might live with the inlvabitants ; and after join- 
ing authority to perfuafion, he forbad them to give the leaft offence or 
moleftation to the people. In order to fecurc his conqiiefi, he took every 
fiep that prudence di<flated j whilft neceffity fupplied the place of expe- 
rience. The arms which he found in the town, he diflributed among 
the braved and bell affedfioned of his men j he gave orders for filling the 
magazines; for repairing the fortifications; and putting the artillery in* 
order. Workmen were employed night and day, in making gun-powder 
and fire-arms ; he fent raeffengers to the different heads of the tribes, in- 
forming them of his fuccefs, and inviting them to come and join him 
with all expedition. 

'I'hrec days had clapfed fince the governor’s death, when tlie centinels 
deferied from the ramparts a confiderable body of cavalry; this was the 
detachment of Georgians, who, ignorant of what had paffeds, were 
coming to the city, loaded with the fpoils of the rebels. As their return 
was cxpedlcd, proper orders were given for their reception ; they were 
fuiTercd to advance within mufket-fiiot, when the cannon of the town 
was dilcharged at them ; fo that they immediately conjciSlured that the 
place had cliangcd mafters. Mir-vais thought this a good opportunity 
for eflabiiliiing the reputation of his arms ; he accordingly marched but 
at the head of five or fix thoufand horfe, intending to cut off the retreat 
of the GEORGIANS; but he foon perceived, that he had to do with 
troops better difciplined, and more inured to war, than his Afghans. 

The 

t All the l*ER5iAN< and geoH-gian^ m the town having, been niaiHicred, and the or 

aeguans of the open country favouring the enterprise. 'I'lio* this may appear improbahh* to an r. t 
HOPE AN, yet it is cafy to be ^teoneikd m a country biU thinly inhabited, 
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1709. ‘The GEORGIANS quitting their booty, forced their way fword in hand, 
and paffed the defile of zebil. After fightijig their way thro’ the country 
for the fpace of eight days, with an aniaziiig intrepidity, they marched 
out of the proviiice. What die Georgians fuffered in this retreat, as 
well through want of provilions and forage, as the frequent attacks of 
their enemies, is hardily credible ; but tlieir courage was invincible. The 
AT okaxN's made five dliferent attacks upon tliem in one day, and notv,'ith- 
h.uiding tlie great fuperiority of their numbers, they were always repui- 
icrl j iniomuch tiiat they loil above two dioufaud men in thefe diilerent 
cngagemt'tits. As an inftance of the refolution of the oeokgjans, it is 
related, tl-at they Ivvam their horfes over a confiderablc river, wiihin 
diree leagues of the (.lefilc of zebil, on the fide of k.andauar: one of 
them, who was difinounted, feeing an afgiian riding towards him in 
lull fpced, turned hack to meet him, and holding out to him, witii one 
hand, Ids labre, as il he intended to furrender, with the otlicr, he ihot 
him tl'.ro’ the head, with a pidol ; tlien leaping upon the dead man’s 
horfe, he plunged into the river, which lie eroded under the inccfiant 
fire of the enemy, vvlio were amazed at his refolution. All tlie advan- 
tage that MiR-vAis reaped from thi\s expedition, wxis the making himich 
mailer of the defile of zebjl. This ilrcight is on the fide ol Persia, as 
that of CABUL is towards inoia, and thefe arc the onl}’’ pafi'es thro’ the 
mountains with wliich the province of kandaiiar is furronnded. The 
AFGHAN chief, who iiad now fo lately experienced, that valour alone is 
not fufiicient in carrying on a war, left troops to guard tlicfc narrow pafies, 
and applied himfelf to difcipline his men, and alfo to gain the other 
towns of the province ; in hopes, that by their means, together wilh the 
alliarices vdiich lie intended to conclude with his neighbours, he fliould fie 
able to withfeand the forces that might be fent againlb him. 

In the mean time the Georgians marching back into Persia, fpread 
tlie news of this revolt, whicli loon reached esfaman. The Persian 
court being fcnfiblc of their own wcaknefs, and of the difhculty of pene- 
trating thro’ the mountains with an army, had likcwifc reafon to appre- 
hend, left if they fhould gain any advantage by force of arms over the 
3 AFGHANS, 
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AFGtiANS, thefc people might be tempted a fecond t’ane to furrender th^' 
country to the moghoi:^. In this critical coniundlure, new levies of ti'ooris 
were ordered ; but before they proceeded to open force, they thought 
proper to try the ways of negotiation. , 


Mahommco GEAN3 KKAN was tlic perfou cholen for this deptnatlon 
accordingly he fet out for kandahar, where he uled every art that tlie 
love of his country fuggefted to liini, to prevail upon the rtbcl-chief to 
return to his duty ; and iiaving a particular intluiacy with Mru-vAis, he 
addrelTed him iu this manner : “ My fricudflnp for tlicc would not per- 
“ mit me to fee the ftorm gatliering over thy iicad, witiiout endeavouring 


<C 




to avert it. I have prodraterl myElf with tears in my eyes, arkl bitter 
grief in my fold, at the threOiold of the palace of their fubiime rnaje- 
ilits’’, wlio, reludant to puni/Ti, have let fall the arm that was Iilicd 
“ up againtl thee in their wratxi ; they have given me leave to come and 
“ fpeak to thee •, and I am commiflloned by them to tell thee, tliat tho’ 
“ they are jutlly olfended at the death of the kuan j yet tliey forgive 
“ tliis crime, as thou only haft anticipated a punilhment winch their juftice 
“ was preparing ,f )r Jrim : tlrey conftdcr what is liace paft only as a nc- 
cefi'.iry coniequence of that action : tjrus the ftorm is blown over j do 
not therefore excite new troubles, but rcftorc kandauxir to its tnue 
“ defenders ; and by this mark of fubmiftion, merit the fiivours with 
“ which the crown is ready to diftinguifti thee.” 


Mauommed CK.tNi KHAN continuing Ids fpcecl>, added meusec' to 
nromifes, when mir-vais, who was affaitl left this d'ft'courfe fhould make 
foine imprdlion on the minds of the hearers, filcnced him abruptly to tbi ■ 
effect: [Deceitful man, what do all thefe artful fubtei I'uyes avail ? Doft 

“ thou imagine that wifdom dwells orly iu the bofom ot ttferniisacy, arid 
‘‘ hath never palfcd the mountains with which thefc Ifatcs arc furj-ound.- 
“ cd ? Know then, that all thofe who have here liftened to tlree, arc as 
fcnftble, as myfcif, of the fnares in whicli thou art euideavouring to 
“ entangle us. Let thy king eitlier raife or let fall bis arm, as Ire pleafes ; 
“ they arc Haves, and not muffulnien, wdio arc afraid of the blow. If 

G 2 he 

h For lits majofty ; the oriental way of exyreiiing thcnifclves J.s o. mark of f,reatcr rcrocil to 
Uielr prince. It may be obfcived, that the PERsiANi ufc the thitip^rfon plural even to private 
fons in common difeourfe. 
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1709. he were as formidable, as thou wouldft make us believe, it is with 
“ deeds, and not witli empty words, he would oppofe our juft defigns.” 

Having thus fpoke, mir-vais ordered the deputy to be fent to prlfon: 
whether ha fhougl)t by this means to prevent the court from receiving 
intelligence, and to gain time for making greater preparations j or intended 
by this a<ft of violence, to cut off all hopes of reconciliation with the 
PERSIANS; certain it is, that the detention of mahommed geasi khan, 
and the exactnefs with which 'all the pafies were guarded, hindered the 
court from being informed of what had palled. The minifters being un- 
eafy at not hearing the fuccefs* of this deputation, refolved at length to 
venture upon a lecond. As the lieutenant of mahommed khan, go- 
vernor of HERAT, had performed the pilgrimage to Mecca in company 
• -with Mis-VAis, and had contracted a llriCt friendfliip with him; they 
were induced to imagine that fuch a perlbn would be lefs fufpeCted, and 
ttlore agreeable to him, than any other. The new deputy arrived, and 
explained the fubjeCl of his commillion: but mir-vais told Inin in an 
angry tone, “ Thou mayft thank thy good fortune in being niy fellow- 
“ traveller ; and the laws of holpitality, by wliich thou art intided in my 
“ houfe to bread and fait : w'crc it not for thefe circuinftanccs, thou 
“ llrouidrt: he no longer in a condition to make fuch bale propofais to 
“ men wlio arc free. Slave to a king who is going to !ofe his royalty, 
“ liften to what I declare to thee this day. The victory comcs from 
“ God, and this victory is NEARh The impure worlhip of the 
‘t followers of ali, lias too long infeeded the moll fertile provinces of 
“ ASI A. Heaven has at length declared againft the peRvSians: the af- 
Gil ANS, wlio are charged with the divine vengeance, wiil not fticath 
“ tlreir fwords, till they have deftroyed this prince and extirpated his 
'• nation.” After tliis menacing fpeech, wldeh fecme l in fome degree 
prophetical, mir-vais contented hirnfeif with detaining tlie deputy, but 
did not cliufc to violate, in tlie perfon of his old acquaintance and friend, 
thofe laws which he had fo little refpeifted in that of the deputy of his 
fovercign. 

* A palTage of the khoran. 
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CHAP. IX, 

‘He PERSIAN court raifes troops^ and fends deputies to Kandahar. D^- 
feat of the khans of Herat and 7 avrjs. Kiiosroff i^han is fent 
againji the Afghans; obtains a victory over them^ and lays Jiege to 
KANDAHAR. His defeat and death. Another Persian army defeated. 
The province of kandahar entirely fubjebied by mir-vais, who dies 
in 17 1 5. 


f S ' H E court at length perceiving that there were no hopes of recover- 
JL ing KANDAHAR by negotiation, gave orders to the khan of He- 
rat to march againfl; the rebels, at the head of i ^000 horfe. Mir-vais 
who was well acquainted with the difference between the Persians and 
GEORGIANS, went to meet him with only 5000 liorfe, wliich he had 
affembled in a hurry, upon the news of the enemy’s approach. The 
AFGHANS liaviiig fired fome field pieces, the Persians were ftruck with 
ii pa nnic, and did not wait fur the fir ft onfet, but flying before their ene- 
mies, gave themfclvcs up to lluighter ; and after a grievous carnage, the 
AEcniANS returned to their camp, enriched with fpoils. This ad'tlon, 
wiiich was followed by two or three orhers of the tike nature, in the 
fpace of mouths, gave the rebels fuch a contempt for their enemy, 
that they attacked them upon every occalion, without regarding their 
numhers. Of this thcie was a meianchoiy Inllancc in mahoMmed khan 
governor (.)f tavRi.s. 1 his general by the king’s orders, liaving marched 
in sr.PTEMrsRR this year, againft the rebels, at the head of ycoo horfe, 
met witli li:ch a w.u'm reception from their van-guard, conlilting only of 
5C0 AFGHAN cavalry, that he had above 5 coo men killed and wounded, 
and vtMS taken pirifoner himfelf with three of liis Ions. 

The bad fuccefs of thefe expeditions, induced the court to make pre- 
parations for the continuation of the war with more order and precaution. 
They had railed a eonfiderable army, and had given the command of it 
to KiiosRoi F khan a GEORGIAN, wliich was a very natural piece of 

policy. 

word is genera]])' tranflatcd ]ord or goveniof i bwt kai Jin the antient PEiisic lignilies a 
giant, and metaphorically a king, or great captain. 
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I X. .[X)licy, 'Vlils prince, entruiled with the care of revenging the caufe ot 
liii own country -men, as v.'cli as that of his fovercign, mardied into k.ho- 
RASAN, ai'd from theiwe advancing cailward, in the month of NovRMBtn, 
he iii; ter. is isi ilie neighbourhood of farra ‘ j a city not far di- 

jhiiit from tlic ciKony’s country. Valour without prudence docs not merit 
liie name of r irtne in a general. Kuosroff kiian therefore refolved to 
wait in tliis neighbourhood, in order to be informed of the progrefs and 
forces of the rebels. Accordingly lie made inquiries into the Hate of 
their trocips, the nature of the country, and of their fireng holds ; and 
Jaciitkiiig his private refentmctjts to tire public good, I’.e agreed to a fuf* 
]’icafion of arms, and entered iiito a negotiation, to try if any mctliod 
could be found to prevent the clfulion of blood. I’lte king’s army, con- 
filliny of 'to,ooo pfrsjans and 2200 gs;orgiams, advai'.ced in youd 
"'order towards the ibreight of zkkilj from whence part of thefe Geor- 
gians had made the famous retreat already rnentioiied. TJic number of 
the AFGHAN araty was inferior to that of their enemy. All thefe troops, 
according to the cullom of that part of the ea(f, were cornpofed of ca- 
valry. Mir-vais did not judge proper to make Itis nreu difmonnt, and 
being fenfible how diflicult it wmuld be for cavalry to adl in thefe defiles, 
he refolved to quit his po(l, and retire to the river helesf, about tlircc 
leagues dillant, and tiicrc difpute tJie pallagc. 


The PERSJANS greatly furprized to find tlie pajTes unguarded, at length 
difeovered the enemy, w'lio bordered the oppoiitc banks of the river. 
Kuosroff khan was the if ill: wl 10 plunged in, the reid immediately fol- 
lowed the example of tlieir gc-ner.d, and fwam their horfes over; tlic Af- 
ghans alloniilied at their rcfolution, and being charged with equal in- 
trepidity, gave way, .and retired in diforder. The Georgian prince 
made a proper ufe of his victory : for his troops w'cre fcarce returned from 
purfuing the enemy, than he ordered them to march forthwith to inv.eH 
KANDAHAR. 'I'hc AFGHANS having had no time to recover tlicir cou- 
rage, nor accuftonied to a regular manner of waging war, were amazed 
at this firil difgraee : what added to their confulion wits the abfence of 


MlR-VAIS, 


’ A fquare town, about half a league m circumference, furrounded with a mud-w'all. Ji i^ands in 
n fuiiilu country, abundantly Aipplicd wnh. water. 
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MiR-vAis, who not confiding in them fufficiently to lock himielf v:p inf lyi-i. 
the town, kept the field with the fliattercd remains of his army. Tilings 
being thus fituated, they lent deputies to khosroff KHAN/with propo- 
fals to deliver up the place, on condition that he would prelerve|heir lives, 
their liberty, and fortunes. 

This general had it now in Ids power with a finglc word to terminate 
this deftruiftive war } but his prudence forfook him. Tranfported by his 
refentment, and elated with his fuccefs, he tliought it beneath hb dignity 
to grant a capitulation to rebels, whom he had fo lately vanquilhed. He 
tlicrcfore gave them to umlerlland, tliat they mull lubmit at difcretion. 

Death appearing more eligible than flavery ; the Afghans would not 
liften to fo damgerous a propofal, and the khan began to attack the town. 


Ja the mean time the impreffions of fear were in a great meafnre worn 
out, and the number of mir-vais’s troops greatly augmented. There 
a large country iouth of kandahar, \vhic!\ modern geographers diftin* 
guidi by the name of macker.-\n ; it is bounded by kfrm \n oii tiie 
v/eft ; a chain of mountains feparates it towards the call from the mo- 
cnon’s cmj'iirc, e.tid the reft of it Is indofed by the Indian ocean. The 
RALOUCur.';, a fierce and warlike people, defeended, as already mentioned, 
from the afguans, are dilpcrfcd throughout thefc deferts, whieh are 
reckoned a province of Persia, Mir-vais had font a deputation to thefo 
pco(>!c, and found no dilliciilty in pcrfuaciing them to engage in a con- 
ilder.icy, on the ilicccfs of wliich tlicir common liberty depended. At 
tlic fame time, the firins enrolled theniiclvcs in great numbers under 
MiK-vAis's banners, who was now grown wifer by his miftakes, and rc- 
f'olved not to expofe hlmkdf again to the hazard of an unequal coml>at. 
Cunning and ftratagem which had been fo often fcrviceablc to Iiim, were 
now his lall refource j and he determined to deprive tliem of forago and 
provifions, fo as to ruin the Persian army, or at leaft oblige them to 


retreat. With tliis iiitSiit, he ordered his troops to lay wafte the country 
about KANDAHAR : his commands were fo well executed, that the be- 
fiegers foon began to feel the inconvenienev of want. Khosroff khan 
being now vexed to the heart for having rciuled to lign th.c capitukitioi% 


^ One of the tribci; of the cmcis alrcii'ly mentioned. 
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ijrn. obftinatcly bent upon taking the town, and daily renewed bis attacks; 
but the garrifon defended thcinfelves wdth fuch bravery, that the Per- 
sians tired out with fuch a long refiftance, and labouring under a want 
of all necefiaries, foon deferted in whole troops. The khan feeing his 
army at length reduced to 1 0,000 men, and not knowing any longer how 
to find fubfilfence even for thefe, refolved to retire. This refoiution how- 
ever was too late j for lie had fcarce begun to raife the ficge, when mir- 
VAis, who was marching with i6,ood horfe to the relief of the place, 
fell upon his troops, wiio were fo difheartened that they fled at the firfl 
onfet. Their general flrove to. rally them, but fear had ftifled every fenfe 
of fubordination ; infomuch that finding Iiis efforts vain, and relolving 
not to furvive the ditgracc, he ruflied at the head of the few remaining 
GEORGIANS, into tlic muiil: of the tliickefl I'quadrons of tlie Afghans, 
where fighting with a defperate bravery, he was killed. 

Such was the end of this prince, whom valour, military experience, 
and other virtues, rendered worthy of a liettcr fate. He had been fuc- 
ceflivcly honoured witii the polls of governor of Isfahan, and of divan- 
CEGHi", and by the death of his father was jail railed to the dignity of 
vALi of GEORGIA, when the king named him generahilinio of his armies. 
He, as well as gukghin khan his uncle, had the weaknels to laciiflce 
his religion to his ambition ; yet in his heart lie was flill a chritlian and 
the miffionaries were always fare to receive protection and afliflance from 
him } he had even in that expedition two of thofe religious people with 
him, one of whom was killed dole by him. It ieems as if lie intcjidcd 
to return to the religion of his anceflors, yet he affeCled outwardly to 
pafs for a mahommedan j from whence we may fufpcdl the report of 
his carrying a crofs in his flandard. 

This was the mofl; conflderahle fhock which the Persians had yet 
fuftained in their war with the AFGHANS; for of their whole army, only 
700 men cfcaped death or flavery: fuch was tlieir diflrefs for want of 
provifions and forage, during their retreat for feveral days, through rivers 
and defiles, whiill they were continually purfued by a numerous body of 
frelli cavalry. 

The 

^ DiVAN-BKCHi, or lord of the council. He k lord chief -juilice. 
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The PERSIAN court was greatly aftoniflied at fo important a lofs, yd ' ly 11. 
neceffity feemed to dictate frefli efforts. Accordingly another artny was 
raifed, and the command given to maiiommed rustan khaNj who 
marched againft the rebels: but whatever valour and abilities* that general 
might have, fortune did not fivour him more than his prcdeccJflbr. His 
troops were beaten and put to flight ; and after this engagement, all the 
towns and ftrong holds, which had yet held out againff the new govern- 
ment, fubmitted to them, and the whole kingdom of kandahar ac- 
know'ledged no other laws than thofe of the Afghans. 

The GEORGIANS, incenfed at fo many defeats, which they juftly im- 17I/I. 
puted to the cowardice and inexperience of the Persian troops ; made 
an ofler to the king ot fubduing the rebels, on condition that their army 
fliould be compofed only of troops of their own nation; and that the * 
neccffiry fums for defraying the charges of this expedition, fhould be paid 
at a certain time: but this weak prince iiussr in, afraid of their making; 
a bad ufc of their fuccefs, it is faid, rejected their propofal. Be that as 
it may, the defeat of mahommed rustan khan, was the lafl remark- 
able tranfatdion during the reign of mir-vais. The court having loft all 
hopes of reducing him by open force, ceafed to arm againft him j fo thar 
this prince died peaceably in his new kingdom in 1715. 

It may be faid of this famous rebel, that he was as circumfpeft in en- 1715, 
gaging in any enterprize, as he was refolute in carrying it into execution ; 
that his fucceis was owing as much to his prudence as to his valour ; and 
if he did not flabvert the throne of his lawful fovercign, yet he gave the 
firft blow to the Persian monarchy, and formed the people, by whom 
it was afterwards fubverted. He had for fome time aflumed the title .of 
king, and ordered that the kuotbah*', ftiould be made in his name, 
and arrogated to himfelf the other enfigns of fovereignty. The inferip- 
tion round his coin was a perskan diftich, the fenfe of which is, “ The 
celebrated mir^-vais, emperor of the wmrld, a moft juft prince, has 
“ caufed this coin to be ftruck at kandahar, the place of his refidcnce.” 

® A pmycr read by the imam or priell of every mofqiie, every Friday in the afternoon, for the 
health of the king ; and tliis is an cfiential mark of the acknowledgment of his fovereignty. 
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PART III. 

THE 

Revolutions of P E R S I A, 

FROM T II E 

Death of MIR-VAIS in 1715, 

T O r H ,E 

Re TREAT OF PRINCE VACHTANGA FROM THR 

FRONTIERS OF DAGISTAN IN 1720. 

C H A P. X. 

MiR-ardallah brother of mir-vais fucceeeis to the go'ocryiment cj the- 
AFGHANS. MiR'MAGHMUO, c/ MlR-VAIS, diJcOVCTS a dijlgU oj ' 
ftbjcbiifig KANDAHAR, murdcrs his uncle, and is chojen king oj that 
country. The abdollees dijjdiisfed. The adventure of ezadallah^. 
'ivho defeats the Persian army^ and makes himjelf majler oj herat. 
Hoflilities committed by the koi/rds; Incurfions of the ousbecs. Cha-' 
radier of the lescels, and their motives to invade Persia, 

T he effeminacy and weaktiefs of tlie Persian court feemed to 
devote the empire to ruin j fo that inftead of making a good 
nfe of the death of mir*-vais, shah hussein vvasdirpofed rather 
to quit all pretenuons to kandahar, than to bear any longer the inquie- 
tude that muff atteiid all attempts to reduce this province : the emotions 
which he /ccined to feel on this occafion, arofc only from the apprehen- 
fion he was under that the divan would oblige him to make fielh pre- 
parations againff the rebels. 

In 
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In the mean time, the Afghans met to nominate a fuccefTor to i;, 

VATS. This prince had left two fons; the rights of nature and gratitude 
pleaded in favour of either one or other of them j but as their tender 
years rendered them incapable of bolding the reins of a governnvnt hardly 
fettled, MiR-ATSDALLAH, whom MIR.-VAI.S', his brother, had appointed 
his fucceflbr, was raifed to the throne. This prince differed intirely from 
his predecelTor : he had neither his genius, ambition, nor refolution : a 
timid circumfpeftion, difguifed under the name of prudence, conflituted 
the principal part of his charadler. He foon convinced the Afghans 
that he was not born to fupply the place ofTuch a man as mir-vats ; (or 
he was fcarce inveffed with the hspreme authority, when he formed a rc- 
folution of rcilorlng kandahar to the crown of Persia. This fehetne 
being communicated to the tribe, they were divided in their opinions. 

'Fhofe of a timorous and peaceable dilpodtion, and fuch as through age 
and infirmities, had lefs refolution than caution, dcfpaired of being 
to hold out long againll fo formidable a power as Persia, They com- 
pared their forces with the great armies of this monarchy, and looking 
upon theinlclves as already luhdued, judged of the feverity of their pu- 
nilhmcnt by the damage they had done to their enemies. Thus they 
longed for a reconciliation, which they conlidered as the only means of 
fcrecning themfelvcs from the refentment of their ancient mailers. 

On the other hand, the military -men, and fucli whofe youtiiful blood 
moved brifkcr in their veins, exclaimed againll the projeifl, the execu- 
tion of which they concluded would plunge the whole nation into the 
cxtremcil calamities, as they could no longer depend on any treaties widi 
the PERSIANS ; who w'ould no fooner take poffefiion of the ilrong holds 
of the kingdom, than without regarding the articles of peace, the oh- 
fervance of which themfelves ihould not he able to enforce, would take 
lignal vengeance for the infamy of fo many defeats ; “ And wh.at,’' iaid 
they, “ fliould induce us to fubmit again to he lliackled, after having fo 
" bravely recovered our liberty? What difgrace have we fince fuffered ; 

“ or what advantages have the enemy had over us ? Are we diilieartcned 

by our vidories? Have we not the fame arm and the fame head ? Or 

H 2 
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1715.* ‘‘ have we fhaken off fo odious a yoke, only to fubmit our necks to it 
** again, at a tinre when our courage might feeure our liberty ? Let us 

rather boldly advance and attack our enemy on their own frontiers, 

“ lince they no longer dare to carry on the war in our country : or if you 
“ are afraid of this attempt, tho’ the fuccefs is far from being dubious, 

“ permit us at leaft to enjoy a tranquillity, which the terror of our arms 
“ has hindered them fo long from interrupting.” The laft opinion was 
not only the moft noble, but like wife the moll reafonable. In the low 
(late to which Persia was fallen, there was no juH grounds for hurrying 
the AFGHANS to a fubmiffion y and if they mull abfolutcly fubmit to a 
mafter, it would have been more prudent to have chofen the moghol, 
whofe interell it would have been to ufe them well ■, than a nation whom 
_ they had fo grievoufly offended. 

Mir-abdali^ah had however taken his refolution, and finding it ap- 
■proved of by fome of the chief men of the tribes, he bent his thoughts 
upon putting it in execution. His intention was to rcltore the city and 
the province to the crown of Persia on three conditions; The firft, 
that the annual tribute which they paid before the revolt, fliould be taken 
offi the fecond, that no foreign ti'oops fhould be fent into the province ; 
and the third, that hussein fliould grant him the government of the 
kingdom, which fhould be hereditary in his family. In confequcncc of 
this refolution, they drew up the inftrudlions of the deputies, whom they 
intended to fend to Isfahan j and as there was no reafon to doubt but 
their propofals would be extremely welcome, every thing feemed to feeure 
an approaching peace, when an accident happened which broke their 
tneafures. Though they endeavoured to conceal this Intended negotiation, 
which they knew was difagreable to the greatefl part of the tribes ; it 
came to the knowledge of mir-maghmud, one of mir-vais’s fons. 
This prince, who was about eighteen years of age, being provoked to 
fee himfelf reduced to the condition of a fubjedl, in a kingdom which he 
looked upon as his patrimony, had hitherto dill'embled his refentrnent, 
from the expedlation of a proper opportunity of fhewing it. The aver- 
fion which the military part of the nation had to this treaty, made him 
7 think 



Chap.X. SHAH SULTAN HUSSEm. 6i. 

think that the time was now come to gratify his revenge } with this view, *171 
he affembed about forty of his father's friends, who went with him to 
MIR ‘ABDALLAH’S palace, and made themfelves mailers of it. The young 
maghmud, as a fpecimen of that daughter to which he afterwards fa- 
miliarized himfclf, entered the apartment where his uncle was afleep, and 
killed him. Immediately the forty confpiratois proclaimed the new ful- 
tan with loud acclamations, and the people alarmed at the found of drums 
and other military inftrunients, with which the palace echoed, flocked 
thither to learn the caufe of it. 

Mir-maghmud feeing the people aflembled, made no fcruple to ac- 
knowledge the parricide which he had juft committed} but at the fame 
time excufed himfclf, by declaring his motive was the public good, as a 
prool of which, he. read witli a loud voice the inftrudlions and other 
papers relating to the treaty which his uncle was on the point of conclud- 
ing with the court of Persia. This treaty, as already mentioned, w 3 s 
odious to the greateft part of the nation, without whofe knowledge it was 
entered upon : befides, mir-maghmud was fon to the founder of their 
monarchy ; and having been accuftomed almoft from his infancy to follow 
his fatljcr in all his expeditions, had on every occafion given fignal proofs 
of his courage, Thefc circumftances determined the people in his favour. 

The military men were the firft who declared for him j and their fuffrages 
having been confirmed by the reft of the tribes, he was with the general 
confent proclaimed king of kandahar, fix months after the death of 

MIR- VAIS. 

This young prince had fcarce afeended the throne, when fcveral events 
happened, which feemed to prelage the troubles and defolation which.his 
reign was to produce 5 at the fame time they removed a part of thofe ob- 
ftaclcs which ftood in the way of his ambition. The family, to whom 17 
ABAS the great had given the government of hasarai, being extinG, 
the kings his fucceflbrs had fubjedled this province to the authority of a 
khan or governor, who, in their name, commanded in the province of 
HERAT. The ABDOLLEES, wlio, it has been already obferved, fubmitted 
to PERSIA on condition of not being fubjea to foreign governors, were 

very 
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17/rery impatient under their yoke, when the circuriiftances of the times 
determined them to follow tiie example of the Afghans of k and a mar. 
The ADDODLEEs are a wandering nation, and like the Afghans divided 
into particyljir tribes. Makommed zamon khan, then governor of the 
province, pleafed with the agreeable countenance of ezadallah, fon to 
a chief of one of thefe tribes, demanded him of the father. Allured by 
the advantages which he expected, the parent ufed all his perfuaflon to 
engage his fon to iive with the khan. 'I’he young man heard the pro- 
polLil with indignation j fo that the father deterniined to ui'e his authority. 
This induced ezadallah, in'ConjuiKftion with fome young; men, to kill 
his father, and caufed himl'elf to be acknowledged chief of tiic tribe in 
Ins dead. 

Mahommed zamon khan was foon informed of this aelion ^ and 
determined to puniih tlie delinquent, not only as a parricide, but kil' fo 
hold a ilep fltoukl be followed by an infurreclion. The khan accord - 
ingly ordered five hundred liorfe to march agaiiift ezadallau’s party, 
who boldly met them, and routed the Persian troops. Tlic governor 
fhocked at this dilgrace, thought ferioufly of preventing the ill confe- 
quences of it. He therefore aliembicd his troops at hek at, the capital 
of the province ; and - not chufing to trufl the execution of an afTair of 
this importance to any other perfon, he took the command of them him- 
felf, and marched towards the camp of the rebels. Ezadaelah, !u>w 
at the head of two thoufind men, went to meet the Persians: he di- 
vided his troops into two bodies; one he ordered to lie in ambufh, and 
with the other he waited for the enemy on the banks of the river mop,g.a. 
At Jength the Persian army appeared ; and the khan feeing fo ftnall a 
number of the aboollees, confident of vid'tory, charged tlie enemy 
without precaution ; when the troops. that lay in ambufli fallied forth with 
loud fliouts and cries, which furprized and terrified the Persi ans, info- 
much that they turned their backs, and fled with the utmoff precipitation 
to HERAT. 

The young ezadallah, tranfported by his youth and courage, fol- 
lowed the enemy fo clofe, that he entered with them pell-mell into the 
^ town. 
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tt)wn. The inhabitants had formerly been of the fe£l: of the sunnis j 
feveral had ftill preferved their ancient religion j and there were fomc 
families defcended from the ancient kings of the country. Thefe cir- 
cumflances, together with the lenity with which the inhabitants of Kan- 
dahar had been treated by mir-vais, and the tyrannical extorfion of 
the PERSIAN governors, induced the people to declare in favour of the 
AunoLLESi infomuch that having joined wdth them in putting the gar- 
rifon to the fvvord, the city was loon delivered from the Persian yoke. 

This revolution happejied in the year 1717. Ezadallah in Icfs than 
three months got polTclTion of the other ftrong places m the province, 
whofe fidelity had been lhaken by the example of tlie capital ; and He- 
rat became an independent republic, in which its deliverer held the 
moh conliderable rank. 

This year, the kourds, a reiliefs roving people, fituated well of irac- 17 19; 
aokmiTj appeared in arms at tlie gates of hamadan, and wadled th'X 
country round that city. They earried their infolence fo far, as to com- 
mit robberies under the walls of isfvvhan, where they took away a num- 
ber of horfes belonging to the king. 

Thcle hoflilitics and the revolt of Herat, were not the only Incidents 
that alarmed the court. The ousBEcs'b a warlike tribe, whom their 
vicinity to Persia renders enemies to that crown, taking advantage of 
thefe clrcuinftanccs, carried terror and defolation into the northern part 
of the vafl province of khorassan. At the fame time, new troubles 
arofe on the weftern Ihorcs of the Caspian sea. 

The province of DACisxANb inhabited by the lesgee tartarvS, are 
iviAHoMMEDANs * cf the Iccl of stENNi. Tlic feiocity of their natural 
difpolition, joined to the tlerillty of tlieir hills', have induced them often 

to 

p Till:; ib pr-ri of the country of the tincieni: pakthia:. A fii v. fignifeo b.ubaroub or flnirgeib, 
with regard to the araus. ^ I his name figi-i.hes "rre .'j-d iiidepcudent, M'hcy aj;: gci.aiilly 

luidciitood to bo the tartars ofKHiLVA and nrd inke m a!io thcle of a m a rca b; 

vvliirh nouriflu'd iu iJie time of r am r R i. ax r. d’htle groy’e no- tionicly, welkdbvpcd, a;id as^tive ^ 
rnudi given to robbery, bur make good toldiers See Ch d’r.o v. r son's uorount of tlienv, Vol. I. 

'' Da g h , a niouniain ; d a c; 1 sta n , a mouruaincMis roantry , It is Ibmenmes wrote o a g m s 51 a ,v. 

'^vha.vc given an account of tiiefe people in niy id volume. ^ Formerly fomc of tlicm were . 

cliriilians* * I'hcir vullics iiovvevci arc frwiitful. 
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1719..^ infeft the neighbouring provinces. Abas II. upon his accefllon to the 
crown, came to an accommodation with them, and promifed to pay an- 
nually, by %vay of fublidy, a certain iura to each tribe. Each of them 
• promifed to fend every year an embaifador to the king, wdth a prefent of 
two caivesVfkins, and two lambs fkins j as an acknowledgment of his fo- 
vereignty; and a peace was concluded on thefe conditions. As it was 
the intereft of the lesgees, they obferved this treaty inviolate, as long as 
the fubfidies agreed to were paid them j but the 1700 tomans", appointed 
ibr that ufc, having for feveral years been applied to other purpofes, by 
the avaricious minifters of hijssein, thefe people had rccourfe again to 
arms, and renewed their excurlions. 


C H A P. XI. 

court prepares to attack the aedoelees and ousbegs. Seffie kouh 
KAHN is made general. Battle between the pervSIANs and abdollees. 
Hhe aMASCATS take pojpjfion oj BAHAUAm. Luff ali khan is chcjhi 
general^ and marches towards the Persian gulj\ and beats the rebels, 
Mir-maghmud marches at the fame time towards kherman. The 
domeftic enemies of the Persian general cabal againjl him. The athe- 
MAT-DOULET is Confined, and his eyes plucked out. Lutf ali khan 
is carried prifoner to Isfahan, and the Persian army difbanded. 

S HAH HUSSEIN aflonidied to fee fo many provinces declare againft him, 
at length rouzed from his lethargy. The abdollees and ousbegs 
having entered into a confederacy, appeared to be the mofl. formidable of 
his enemies ; he refolved therefore to make an extraordinary effort againft 
them } and having deliberated fome time on the choice of a general, he 
chofe SEFFIE KOULi KHAN. This nobleman had been invefted fome 
years with the poft of divan-beghi” of jsfahanj but upon difeovering, 
that the king was fo far prejudiced by his enemies, as to look upon the 
rectitude with which he difeharged his office, as an exceffive leverity, he 
voluntarily refigned it, and withdrew from court. 


* 4,2C0/. 


Lord cJilef-j uli ice. 


Seffie 
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Sef F iK KOtJLi KHAN was HOW fcnfible of the diflicultics he ftiould en- lyrg. 
counter in fo dangerous a commiflion, and of the oppofitions he fliould 
find in the execution of his office, from the prevailing failtou> by whom ' ' 
he was not beloved, Thefe confiderations engaged him to rcfufe fo de- 
licate, though at tlie fame time fo glorious an employment : but the court 
hit upon a very artful expedient to engage him to accept of it; this was 
to fend to his only fon, a horfe richly caparifoned, a fpea;-, a buckler, 
a culrafs covered with gold brocade, and a turbant enriched with dia- 
monds. Such prefents are ne^er made, except when the king intends to in- 
vefl feme perfon with an abfolute authority, fuch as that of genera! ifiimo. 

The father faw plainly the fnare that was laid for him ; but he who had 
prefumed to rcfufe his fovercign, could not withiland the folicitations of , 
a fon wliom he tenderly loved. T'his young nobleman, at tlte age of 
fevcntcen, was therefore declared generaliflimo of the forces of the et54^ 
plre j and bis fatlicr, as the court forefaw, determined to accompany him 
in the expedition. He accordingly affembled a confidcruhle body of ’ 
troops, and botli of them repaired to Isfahan' to receive the king’s or- 
ders. Tire young general met with the moft flatterisig marks of 
tion : the king made a public entertainment for him, and girt his fv/ord. 
to his fide, in prcfencc of the whole court ; and in order to give him an 
opportunity of fiiewing his dexterity, he ordered tilts and tournaments in 
the MEiDAN’', in which this young lord gained the applaufe of all the 
fpeftators. 

After this kind of anticipated triumph, tlie general fet out for the 
camp, in company with his fatlier. His army confdlcd of 30,000 men, 
chofen troops fo that it was reafonable to cxpedl fuccefs from fucli a 
hotly of forces, conduced, tho’ under another’s name, by fo. experienced 
a general as .seffif. kouli khan. Tlicfe cx])e<fl:atlons feemed to be con- 
firmed by an event, wliich foon after enfued; for fcarce had the Per- 
sians entered the province of herat, when they fell in with a body of 
12,000 ousBEos, who were marching to the affiftance of the abdollefs; 
and attacking them brifkly, cut them in pieces. 

^ T'his 

* Tne principal fquare in lifAiSAN, 
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1 9- This firft enterpri'ze raifed the courage of the vi<5lors, but ezadallah, 
more enrn^eJ than intirnkiatcd by this difgrace, thought only of recover- 
ing liis lois, by a new engugementj which was to decide the fate of the 
province of jncKAr. Ezadallah, at the head of only 15,000 horfe, was 
not afrait) to offer battle to an army which had double the number of 
men, and had likewife tlic advantage of a formidable train of artillery. 
Daring die courlc of this war, there \vas not a more obilinate engage- 
ment. I'he pEitMAXS and tlic abdoli.ebs, equally animated, the one 
to avoid tlie Iharnc of being veinquidied, and the otlier by the defire of 
prei'erving their liberty, fought without intermifiion from fun-rife ; and at 
one in the afternoon, tlic victory was iblll undetermined, when the inat- 
tentiorj of tlioie wlic commanded the artillery, decided the fate of tlie 
day. Thdc officers, not iiaving obierved that their own troops occupied 
a^jPofl which the abdoli.bf.s had iulb quitted, fired upon them; and tlie 
VEicsiAKS', knowing that the enemy had no cannon, were furpriztxi and 
tbifown into confuhon. The chiefs themfclves apprciicnded treaclscty, 
-and leemed irrefolute in regard to what ftep they fhould take ; when i;za- 
DALL AH tried to avail himfelf of a tircmnflancc, the caufe of \vh 4 C 1 "I b 

perltaps unknown 10 iiini. He therefore renewed the charge vvitlr i'rtfh 
vigour, arid meeting with only a fiilnt refinance, from men who ^ycre 
uneafy and intimidated, lie pierced their fquadrons, and obliged thsm to 
turn their backs. 

Ezadai-lam fpurred on by his hatred to the P.ynsiAN.s, and his defire 
of enjoying all the advantages of his vitlory, puvfucd the cjierny a whole 
day. The pbrsjaxs loft in the adion and flight 8000 men, among 
whom was their general, and his father sei-fie kouei khan, who were 
killed in the retreat. Their baggage, the military chefl, and 20 pieces 
of cannon fell alfb into the hands of the aedoi.lefs' ; who on their r?;u t 
loft ycoo men ; which, to an infant republic, could he compcnluted only 
by the liberty obtained by that memorable engagement. 

The PERSIAN' armies being thus unfortunate, new enemies declared 
againft hussejn. The aiascats are a tribe of Arabians \ whoft 
country is the promontory towards the ifle of ouAius, which forms the 

ftreiglits 

Tlib codiTt-y over gombroov, or* the aoitLcrn coaft of ar^sbia. 
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freights of the PERSIAN golf. Theic' pco]>Ic arc mahommeoans of a 
particular feer, yet more cojjformable to that of the .si/nnls than of the 
acHiAS’’; they arc lubject to an j,AiAN “, who has an abfolu^t^ authority 
over them. 'ilh:. pri/ice takiiig advantage or the niclunchoiy thite to 
winch the kingdom ol pEitsiA v/as reduced^ had already made himfclf 
mafter of the ifie of uAttAUAiN A and, not content with this fuccefs, he 
tirreatened to take polldfion of benoer aba:-:-! '-. 

The court of pee $ i a, unable to face all l'.cr enemies at once, fcenoied 
to have taken the rerolntion of arming only againff t.'ioie who declared, 
h'ii. Tiiey determined therefore to make preparations in order to oppeje 
the dchgns of fciiofe ap.aes ; and as affiirs vverc nov/ reduced to ar, CAtre- 
ruity by tlieir lata defeat at oekat, r/iTEV ALi iciiAE, at that tunc 
A'!' {I EM AT nou'i.ET'', offered to marcl'i tiiither in perfon ; but tlic kii-,;-; 
fearing Icit fie Ihould be rcodercu too powcriul, by adding the authorAt^^ 
of gonoraliilluio to his preftnt employment, returned him thiimh;-, and, 
appoirited t, (jtf Ai.r kuan, brother-in-law to that miniiler, to cosn,- 
man;! tlic caepedition. 

In tlic beginning of the year 1720, tliis general mairched a bodv of 
twenty tiiouiand men to the neighbourhood of bender abassi ; and as 
■ r.e i'ERSt.ans have no fltips in that fea, h.c waited for tlic PORruouESi. 
dect, which, jrarfuant to tlie treaty cor;claded with, tlie viceroy of that 
iiaiion, WAS to lail from goa, in order to trani'poit his troops to tlic iile 
(it K AM ARA IN. This llcct, couhlling of four large velicls, fftcen pi:’.l:s‘, 
avul fuiViC otlicr tranjports, arrived foon after, and met with a kind re- 
ception from LUTF ALi KHAN. But whether it was that he did s>ot 
tiiink this fleet ftrong enough to engage t'nat oft 1 i C Tv t A E C , A JT 6 , O i W i ^ k, I i 1 C i 
his enemies at court had with-held the money deflgned for this ufe j 


ho 


‘ ^ An cccicfbriicriWovTiui^Ti. '■ J au ah a i n ijomjdcs ihc two Icaw Au 

iiLunl wimoib) fb:‘ the vf a u L hfiicry ; k taket: its nainc 'rom :i V'VothKc cT ar azu a k rLTx» 
near ft, between the Ht:!> fifA, and tl.f VLiKiUAii gulk ■ Tins p'acc \vat; called comdrvkix, 

bcTove AT A:; 1. had put it Jn. the condiden in wiucii it is .u prclent, T'c cdce.l this he made uA cA. 
the rnateiiaU of the city oT ohm us, which he had lately dcmolllhoth Bfu Is of (he Luv.c liA'd- 
hcatlon at- iiKR.H£S'p, -vix pon or fence of iron; /jender abaosi being propcily the itrotig poUc of 
ABA'i), Prime miniderj as already explained, 

known by thiti name. 


« Vedibls oi I or 2CO tmis, comutonly 
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1720. he did not pay the fum that had b«h ftipulated : the officer who com- 
manded tlie deet propofed to fend for a reinforcement, if the khan 
thought it''' proper ; but finding this alfo ineffectual to obtain the pay- 
-ment, he prepared to fail back again to go a. In the mean time the 
enemy apprehending lefl; the Portuguese fleet fliould be reinforced, re-* 
folvcd to attack them. Accordingly their veffels failed from the port of 
MASCAT, and foon appeared at the mouth of the flreight ; tfie Portu- 
guese weighed anchor,, and prepared to receive themj but having loft 
a fmall vcflel in the engagement, which in other rerpeCls was not favour- 
able to them, they retired in the night, and failed dired'tly for ooa, 
Lutf ali khan thus became defperate, as this accident dilappointed 
all his projects ; and he was reduced to the neceflity of defending the 
coaft againft the infults of the mascats, when a flgnal occaflon happened 
* 6 x diftinguifliing his valour. 

No fooner had mir maghmud deprived mir abdallah his uncle of 
his life and throne, than he feemed defirous of juftifyiiig fo daring an 
aCtion by fome fignal exploit. The Persians had made no attempt fer 
a long time againft kandahar ; and the incurflons of the lescees, the 
KOURDS, and the ousbegs, together with the uneallnefs occafloned by 
the taking of baharain, and the revolt of Herat, left no room to ap- 
prehend the Icall danger from tliat t|uartcr. And with regard to india, 
tire clomeftic troubles of that empire fecured him fuflicientJy againft the 
enterprizes of the moghol, as will appear from the following relation : 

Mahommed furrukhsir, the great moghol, having advanced 
SEVD ABDALLAH KHAN to tlic title of vizir ^ and his brother ha,ssan 
ALt KUAN being the general pay-mafter ^ of the armyj by their intrigues 
they acquired an unlimited'authority, and at length fetzed on the perfon 
of their fovercign, and deprived him of his fight. In februart 1719, • 
they accomplilhed their work, and put him to an ignominious death, 
after a reign of feven years: they then choie raffeeih al dirjat, a 
prince of the imperial blood, who had been for Ibme time confined in 

the 

t He lad alio that of KOTEB ai . MuLucif, or axis of the empire, and ur’ba-vai'a the gntte- 
f»i fiAUvi I Mir bukhshi. 
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the e^ftlc; of SEJLIMGUR, but this prince dying a natural death, a few 172a. 
days after thefe minifters proclaimed prince sujAMBADOUR. 

This new eledion was net attended like the forhier/ witl^the unani- 
mous confent of the people j for the inhabitants of agra, then efteemed 
the capital of the empire, proclaimed nasr o din mahommed shah **, 
a grand-foti of the famous auring-zebe j and both parties being obfti^ 
nately bent to fupport the emperor whom they had chofen, this double 
eledion was foon followed by a civil war. After feveral battles, the 
grand vizir apprehending that it would be a long time before the difpute 
could be determined by force of arms, refolved to bribe tlie principal in- 
habitants of AGRA, who opened their gates to him, and delivered up 
NASR o DIN MAHOMMED SHAH. But this event produced A very differ-^ 

«nt effeit from what might liave been naturally expeded ; for a report 
being fpread fome days after, that prince sajambadour had been pifs* 
to death at dehli, nasr o din mahommed, who confidered himfelf as 
a iacrifice to the fecurity of his rival, was not only fet at liberty, but 
acknowledged as emperor by both parties. And though the report was 
ialfe ; as they were heartily tired - of tlic war, both parties agreed to put 
s;\ fAMBADouR to death. 

It is very remarkable, that the grand vizir and his brother aded with 
fuch cunning, as to preferve their whole authority during thefe troubles, 
though they foon became great objeds of jealoufy. By dilhanding the 
armies, they had reflored peace, but neither their owm power, nor that 
of the emperor, were fufficiently fixed, to engage them in an enterprize, 
the iiliie of which had been always fatal to the moghols. 

As MIR MAGHMUD^vas free from any apprehenhon on this fide, he 
employed his thouglits intirely about the execution of his favourite deliga. 

Mir VAIS during his confinement at the court of Persia, had difeovered 
io much of tlie w'caknefs of the government, tliaC it has been thought he 
then aipired not only at making himfelf ir.after of the province of ran da.- 

WAR, 

^ N A Mt o DTN fignlfics flic fuppaitcr and sfllflcr of religion. Xhis is the farnc prince whom the 
rcKsiAN uiurper napik invaded 20 years afterwards. ^ He is often caiicd alfo .vi a c km ud 

only ; mir h45 been already 'e.\plamed, pa^e 29 . and for du:> reafon Uie hyplicn between the wcrcls 
i difcoirJnue as unneceflary. 
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1720. iiAU, bat likewifc of fubduing the whole moDtirchy, Be that as it may, 
MIR JvVAGMMUD HOW prepared for this great cnterprizci but as his repu- 
tation was |/pt yet lufliciently eftublidied, to venture to propofe it to the 
AFGHAN'S, lie rcfolved to eiigagc in foine expedition, by the fucceis of 
which he mig'it expect to gain their confidence. With this view, he 
aiTcinblcd the chief men of tiie nation towards the year 1720, and having 
laivi open liis dchgn to them, he c.iufcd a proclamation to be made, tliat 
whoever was willing to march with him againll the enemy, fliould re- 
pair with his horfe and. armour to a certain place by him appointed. By 
this means he railed about j 0,000 men, and putting himfclf at the head 
of them, he took the road to KiiEnMAN, while luxf ali khan was 
advancing with his aiany toward.? bender abassi. 

Tliat part of segi.stan, which feparates the province of kherman from 
tIVe kingdom ‘‘ of kandahau, is a country in which for fifteen days marcii 
there is nothing but iandy plains, with very few inhabitants. Theie dilTi- 
euitics did not deter .mir magHiMuD} on the contrary lie was deruous on 
tills occafion to try the courage and relbiution of his troops : belides, as he 
had kiid a fcheine to penetrate very foon by that road into the heart oi 
L’ERSiA, it was a point of fome importance to be acquainted with the na- 
ture of that country. He knew tliat water is fcarcc in thofe part.?, and 
what little is found is hardly potable j this induced him to take the fmaller 
number of liorfes and mules, and to mount his Afghans two or three on 
a camel, this animal being inured to third. As foon as he arrived on the 
ironticr, he ordered tiicfo camels to be loaded with water, and in the .fame 
UMnner every fouiler to dii the (beeps guts wiiich they carried for this pur- 
piofe like .a girdU: about their waids j and thus prepared, the army entered 
tlielc deferts. I Je met no oppofition during his march : the difficulties 
wliicli lie ilfoicd by taking tins rout, conftituted his fecurity ; but as the 
want of water, proviffo.ns, aiid forage, of which it was impoilible to carry 
a furricient qnaatiiy vvidi them, togetlier with the fcorcJiing heat of the 
fun, fupplied in (bine mc.ifurc the place of encinies, he lo.d two thonland 

men, 

Tfic jcaJkf nii-ii obfhv;:, that i n.nd provirKt* fire nrnl ibr ibe couiiriy, 

jujr to tjic ORnfo'v'rAL t.s:prf!rion, but that by fcv'ol'.itjono they are rendered indcjx'u- 

lovcrtdyndfoi upon many okCbbOiis, 
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men, and a confiderable number of hearts of burthen. The Afghans, i 7 20, 
however, encouraged by the promifes and example of their i^rince, bore 
with all thefe hardrtiips, and at length parted the dei'erts. »Vhey had 
fcarce appeared on the frontier of kheraian, when the khan of this 
province having no troops to oppofe them, retired with his family. AIir 
AiAGHMUD entered the country without fighting, and purluing his march, 
came and refrcrtied his army in th.e very capital ^ of the province. 

Tho’ that city had opened Jier gates to maghmud, yet he behaved as 
a conqueror : he laid heavy contributions, as well on the merchants, as 
the citizens, and put numbers of them to cruel tortures; furtering his 
troops to live at dilcretion : fo that thefe miferable people experienced all 
the horrors and calamities of war, witliout iiaving had the confolation of 
attempting to defend their lives and properties. They Jiad been now 
four months lubjecl to this tyrannical yoke, when lutf ali khan camd" 
and refeued them from oppreffion. This general, who was obliged to 
wait ibr eneniics whom lie could not go in fearcli of, no fooner heard of 
wliat liad partl-d in the province of kherman, tlian he marched thither 
with a body of chofen troops. Fortune, which had been fo favourable 
to the AFGHANS, uow defertcd them ; for their little army was defeated 
and put to flight. 1 he news of fo important and unexpetrted a vidlory, 
being brought to t.fhiran, wliere the king was lately arrived, fufpended 
tJic uncartnefs of this prince, as well as of the wliole court. 


In the mean time, lutf ali khan perceiving that kherman was 
the only place that could flop maghmud, on the fide of thefe deferts, 
fortified tliat part wdiich is called the upper town, and ferves as a citadel;., 
after which lie left a flrong garrifon in the place, and joined the main 
body of his army. Whether it was from a tliirfl of revenge of his ene- 
mies at court, who had confiderablc cflatcs in thofe parts ; or that lie 
was obliged to have rccourfe to this expedient, in order to maintain 
Ills aimy ; lutf ali khan laid heavy contributions on the country, ta- 


i, .r-i ••1-11,- ' 

rjus city, WAidj bean tlu! iaine name as the province, i.s famous all over the cad for the boaiirv 
of the fciHieb and tluH^ luairuraaurcd there, 'riie wool, cf which they are made, comes cliicdy from 
the iici^iibourin^ niouiitain.s , it is iaid that when tlicir llicep bronze on new, grafs, the whole fierce 
frtUs oft. .niul leaves die flieep ns if they had been ftiorn. Their wool is certainly allowed to be tiio 
hneft and bell \vc know of, niui draws thither a nunibei' of i n tu a n tnercliems. 
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king all their arms, hones and camels j and dividing Ins forces into difTer" 
cut bodies,, he quartered them upon the inhabitants at diferetion. This 
continued xlli the autumn, when tlie army marched for shjra.ss, the 
capital of farsistan, which had been pitched upon as the general ren- 
de?cvoiis. The troops afiembled there in the month of novkmrer 1720, 
and a better appointed army had not been feen for many years in Persia. 
Their camp enjoyed great plenty; a vaft quantity of provihons aiui am- 
munition having been amafi'ed by means of fevcral thoufands of camels, 
which were employed for that purpofe. The troops, encouraged alfo by 
the victory at kherman, were impatient to be led againd the enemy ; 
and every thing feemed to prefage the ruin of the Afghans, againft whom 
all theie preparations were making. But in fpite of the'e favourable cir- 
cumflances, Persia feemed devoted to ruin; for the general was arrciled 
tmd fent a prifoner to court, and the whole army at once difpcifed. 

This fudden change was owing to thofc lords, whole lands liad been 
lately ravaged by lutf ai.i khan: incenfed at the difregard whicli lie 
had fhewn" them on this occafion, they figured to thenrft lvcs how loiv 
their own interell would be reduced, if fo great a piece of fervicc, as the 
reduiflion of kandahar, were added to the credit which the general Iiad 
already acquired with the king, on account of his fu ll viulnry, I'lic)- 
refolved therefore to employ every engine of falfliood and malice, to pre- 
vent his marching upon that expeiiition ; and defpairing to fuccccd in 
their defign, fo long as eatey ai.i khan continued in his office, tliis 
minifter was the firfl victim whom they undertook to facrifice to their 
own imaginary fecurity. 


The metliod which they took to attain their end, was as bold as It 
was wicked. Tlic king’s chief mulhah’, and the hakf.m uachi "S who 
were concerned in tlic plot, entered this prince’s bed-chamher in the mitl- 
dle of the night, and Imploring his pardon for fo daring an intrufion, in- 
formed him of the imminent danger which he was in : they told him 
with all the appearance of the utmofl; confternation, that they had juft 
difcovered a cojifpiracy formed againft Ids majefty’s crown and life : tliat 

I.UTF 

^ Either the 7icnE 'WAHM AS, or great almoner ; or the khodafa, the cI aplain. ^ "I'Ik 

chief phyrjcian* 
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LUTF ALi KHAN was to enter iuva'Han with, his arnny, and to (cizc on 
the royal family; while the atkemat doulet ", ibpnortcd^ by a body 
of 3000 K 0 URD 5 , v/ho were on their march, under the co.auiiand of a 
prince of that nation, v/as to fecurc Iris majefty’s perfon ; that there was 
not a rhoment to lofc, for this very ifryht the confpirators intended to 
execute their execrable, defign. In proof of v,'h:it they laid advanced, 
they produced a letter, which they pretended h,ad been v/ritten by tlio 
prime mir/iffer to the prince of the kourds. Tliis letter had the counter- 
feit of the royal feal upon it : shah HtrasEiN no fooner caft his eyes upon 
tiie feal, than imagining he knew it, he concluded he tvas lUKlone, and 
his terror deprived him of his fenfes. While he was coming to himfelf, a 
council was called in a hurry, compefed of fome of the principal eunuchs^, 
wlio w^ere accomplices witli the two accufers ; and after a very fliort con- 
fukation, the king fent for the kurchi bachi and commanded him to 
go with wi'iat number of foldiers he could get together, to break open 
the prime minidcr’s houle, aitd to bring him his head. 

This order however was not flrictly executed; for the eunuchs intending 
to oblige him to make a difeovery of his cfFedls, whiclt they hoped would 
be confifeated in their fitvour, reprefented to the king that it was not proper 
to put him to death if he made no refillance ; to which shah hussein 
acquiefeed. The atheaiat doulet, who was afleep in his harram, made 
no fcruplc to obey : as foon as he was brought to the kurchi bachi, his 
eyes were plucked out, as if he had been coavided of high^treafon 3 after 
which, under a pretext of extorting a confellion of his accomplices, and 
the circumltances of the confpiracy, but in icality to force him to difeovbr 
his efFeds, he was put to the torture. 

No foojier was this wild refolution taken of arrefling tlie athemat 
nouLt^T, than melTengcrs were difpatchcd on every fide to fecurc the re- 
lations and friends of this unfortunate miniiler. The commiffiou how^- 
ever feemed difficult to execute in regard to lutf ali khan his brother- 

in-law 4 

^ pj-irne mmiltcn ® Thig general of the kurcius, one of the troops of horfif bdonging 

10 his majelly’s hottihold* 
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iyZQ, in-law ; and it would have been fo indeed, if this general had been guilty 
of the criinc with wl-ich he was charged. The governor of snniASs 
was ordered by the king to intlce him into the town, and there to feize 
on liis pcrlivn, and lend liini u.nder a proper guard to Isfahan. The 
governor found no diiliculty in executing his commiffion j for lutf am 
KHAN, having no dcllgn but to march againfl the enemies of his country, 
i'ulpetted no evil. Such was the reward which this general received for 
his lignal lli viccs. His difgrace was followed with the difperfon of the 
whole army ; ibr tlie khans and other lords, who commanded the dif- 
ferent bodies of which it was compofed, apprehending from this example 
that they lliould be called to an account for the depredations committed 
in KHF.RMAN, retired to their own eflates^ infomuch, tliat of this flou- 
riOiing army, which promifed fecurity to Persia, in a few days notliiug 
remained, except the artillery, ammunition, and proviiions. 

In the mean time every thing was in confufion at X/Ehiran, where 
they were making preparations to defend themfclves againd tl:e three 
tlioufand kohros who were hourly expected but as foon as it was day, 
and the king faw that no enemy appeared, and had alfo been intormed 
by people arrived from diiferent quarters, and by tljc feverai bodies of 
horie which were fent out as feouts, that every tiling was perfectly quiet 
in the neiglibourliood, this deluded prince began to lu Ipefl tliat they had 
impoled upon him. Under this fufpence he fent for the hakim uachi, 
and with a very Icvcre tone, which he feldom affurned, he liid iiim take 
care that the wounds they had made in tlie athemat doulft, by pluck- 
ing out his eyes, did not endanger his life, for that his fhouid anivvc!’ for 
It. This declaration in all probability laved the life of that unfortunate 
man ; whofe barbarous enemies would probably have taken Ids life alfo, 
from an apprehennon Ictl he lliould ruin them by detecting the villainoiis 
falfity of all tlieir impodurcs. 

The ATHFMAT nouLET recovcrcd and the couriers, who had been 
fent, bringing intelligence that the army had made no motion, the shah 
was confirmed in his fufpicions, and refolved to examine the affair in a 
juridical manner, 
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A divan is held, in ivhicb the /a'ng frefJes, to examine into the conduct cj 
the ATHEMAT DOULET. Articles of accujdtioH brought agait/fl hitui 
his an/wer and defence, 

T he day being fixed for the trial of this great caufe, the king de- 
tcnriined to prefide in perfbn at the divan, which was compofed of 
all the minillers and great officeis of ftate. The prifoner being brought 
into the court, the feffion was opened with a recital of the fcveral arti- 
cles of complaint. The crimes laid to his cliarge were chiefly thefe, viz. 
“ I. Tliat he had written and fealed with the royal feal, of wJiich he 
“ was the depofitory in virtue of his office of prime minifler, a letter by 
“ whicli he defired one of the princes of the kourds, to bring a body 
of 3000 itJcn with him to TA-:inRAN, in order to feize on the perfon 
“ of the king. II. That he had maintained a correfpondence with the 
EEscjEiis, from in's attachment to the fedt of the sunnis whiclt he 
“ piolcfl'cd ; and that he had written a letter to one of their chiefs, which 
“ was alfo produced, and by which he gave him intelligence that they 
“ might continue their depredations with all fccurity, provided they did 
not advance towards erivan, where one of liis nephews commanded. 
111 . That i)c had faid one day, when he was in the city of koom, at 
the tomb of shah suli?,[an, by whofe orders Jiis fatlier had been put 
“ to death ; that the time would come, when lie would revenge his 
“ father’s death, by that of shah HtfssKiN, his fon, and all the rot’a.l 
“ family.” But this lafl; accutation had no other proof to fupport it, 
than the dcpofition of this minilfer’s valet de chambre. 

Befides thefe three capital articles, fevcral otliers tvere added, which 
feemed to be rather reproaches againfl his condudf, than fuhjetlfls of ac- 
cufatioo. It was laid to his charge, that he had decided all aftkirs of 
himfelf, and without the advice of the council, and the otiier minifler?. 
That his orders were more refpedfed in the provinces, than tlud'e of t'lc 
king. That he had married his daughters and nieces to the principal 
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1720. lords of the kingdom, from whence it was inferred that he intended to 
form a powerful party. That he had difpofed of the government of pro- 
• vinces to Ips nephews, who were but children : and laftly, that as his 
ellate by his own aclcnowlcdgment, amounted to the fum of nine hundred 
thoufand tomansd’, it was impofiible he could have amaffed fuch immenfe 
wealth, without extortion, or, at leaft, embezzlement of the royal revenues. 

Thefe were the articles of complaint againft this minifter ; upon which 
the king having allccd him wdicthcr he had any thing to fay in his de- 
fence, he turned towards the place from whence lie heard the voice, and 
addrefltd the king with a iieroic linnneis, but in a refpccilful tone. “ Great 
“ prince, the ]u(ll!ication which you require of your flave, would be 
“ intirely ufclcfs, were it intended for no other purpofe than to preferve 
“ his life, in the deplorable fituation to winch malice and impoflure have 
‘■‘.reduced him: life is now become a load to him, undeferving of fuch 
“ care. But fince his honour, and the glory which his family has ac- 
“ quired in the fervice of your auguh anceflors, do not permit him to be 
“ filcnt, while envy and malice are railing their batteries againft him, he 
“ will convince your inajelly, that if you had deigned to hear Jiiin be- 
“ fore you pronounced his fcntence, it would have been as ealy to con- 
“ found the calumny of Ids accuiers, as to ward off the fatal blow with 
“ which his innocence has been opprefled.” 

After this tacit reproach, the athkmat doulet ccafing to addrefs 
liimfelf in dired tcvuis to tlie king, continued his difeourfe to this effedt : 

“ If the pretended confpiracy had not been the means projefled, by 
which my enemies have ruined me, they would never have thought 
“ of fo uhfuid, as well as lieavy a charge againil; me. Does not this im- 
“ pcflarc refute irfclf? When was it they intercepted this fatal letter, 
“ whicli has ferved as a foundation to this monftrous flrudiirc of ini- 
“ quity ? Was it feat from t.«hiran ; and intercepted before it came 
“ to hand ? Or returned to them from the kourus? The k curbs were 
“ to make tlicir appearance that night j if the letter was intercepted, how 
was that poflible, for ihefe rebels had twelve days march to make ? 

“ the 
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*' the letter muft confequently have been a long time in the hands of J720 
my accufers, which renders them accomplices of my iixppofed crime : 

“ therefore the chief to whom I wrote, muft have fent it ^^ack: but if 
“ fo, why lliould they have been afraid of thofe troops? And if they con- 
" trived to take it from him upon his march, who is it that has hindered 
“ this prince from appearing before our gates ? Let my enemies explain 
“ themfelves j how is this important piece come hither : and why have 
" they waited for the very moment in which the confpiracy was to take 
“ effect, before they fliew'ed it to their majeftics ? 

The circnmftances with which thefe informers corroborate their ac- 
cufation,. plainly ftiew their impofture. They fay that 1 intended tlxat 
“ very night with three thoufand men to lay hands on the ftcred perfon 
of my fovereign, furrounded by his courtiers, and by a guard of fifteen 
tlioufind men ; and yet they found me afteep in my harram, withmo 
“ other people about me than my own domcftics. Lutf ah khan, 

“ wiio is fuppofed to have Intended at the fame time to take pofiefi'um 
of tiic capital, wc do not hear has made any motion at all with iiis 
“ troops j and the prince of the kourds, to whom I am faij to have 
*' ordered the gates of the city to be opened that night, is fixty f.irfings'^ 

“ diftant from the frontier, and has not fet his foot in the province. I 
“ ftiall not dwell any longer on the refutation of this part of the ciiargc ; 

“ their'majefties leivc too mucli penetration not to icc calily into the ab- 
“ furdity of it. 1 fhaU proceed to tire other er'a.es of whicii I am ac- 
“ cufed.” 

“ It is true, I am a sunni g as my anceftors w'ere; nor liave I ever 
facrificed my frith to the fecurity of my iorlunc ; but I never kept it 
a fecret from the king, nor from the rdl: of tire nation ; and their 
*' majefties, by entrufting me witir the admiiiifti'ation ot affhrs, plainly 
“ fliewed that this difference of perluafiou was no juft realoa for doubt- 
“ ing of my allegiance. But they have produced a letirr, v\ hicii tncy 
“ pretend I wrote to a chief of the lesoees, encouraging thole people 
** to continue their depredations. Is it not evident that this is an artifice 

3 r \ik.. 
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“ like the former ? Is tficre any great difficulty in counterfeiting a bul* 
“ in a country, where the moil experienced sakaf ^ can hardly difeern 
“ a piece of fpurious coin from that which has paiTcd thro’ the royal mint. 
“■ Tlicfe dumb telfiinonics dcteri.nne nothing, if they are not lupported 
‘‘ by other proofs : and what other proofs have they to allcdge againft 
“ me ? Every one knows, that the king having enjoined me by a fpecial 
“ commiffion to fupprefs tlie iirfolence of thofe mountaineers, I charged 
“ my nephew with this expedition. Now this yoiun>: man, whom I 
“ loved as my fon, and had publicly adopted as my heir, w.n; ffian by 
" thofe very LESoiiES, witli wliom they pretend 1 held a criininvd cor- 
“ rcfpondencc : and furely his unhappy cataflrophe Is a full j unification 

of my condudl in this particular. 'I'he depredations of thofe people 
" ought not to be laid to my charge, but to thofe who were the caule 
“ ,of them, by converting to their own ufe, for feveral fiicceffive years, 
“ the fubiidies granted by treaty to the lescees. 

“ With refpedl to the execrable menaces which they accufe me of 
“ having uttered at room, furely it would be a matter of amazement to 
“ all the world, if in fo numerous a family as*that of an athemat 
“ DouLE'E, there was not one domedic to be found whom money could 
“ corrupt. But tho’ this teftimony is not fuificient, according to law j 
“ yet there is the hlghcfi: reafon, fince the facred perfon of the prince 
“ is concerned, that no means fliould be ncglcdfcd that can confirm or 
“ invalidate his allegation. Let this wretch be therefore put to the rack, 
“ and he will declare the perfirns by whom he has been corrupted ; by 
“ which means perhaps a complete difeovery will be made of the ini- 
“ quitous dcligns of my eneudes. This,” continued the miniller, “ is 
“ what I have to anfwcr to the former parts of my charge ^ and it will 
f‘ be as cafy to judify inylelf in the latter. 

“ Daring my whole adminidration, I never determined upon any af- 
“ fair of inoment without the king’s exprefs diredlions: for the truth of 
“ this I appeal to their majedies, who know it bed. As to the ordinary 

“ bufinefs 

‘ The r.uL j^erjcrally contain^i the name of the perfon, ofrcrvilnje? wuh the addition of a moral 
fraitcivcc, ery.nucU ofi a. kal, wh ch they ufc wltli ink, deihribeJ in Voh 1. Chap. in tiic nian- 
r.cr ai lubicribc their nainef-. ^ A money changer. 
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“ bufinefs of fny miniftry, I always confulted certain pcribns who now 1720, 
“ make this complaint, till I found them diiaffcclcd to my pcrfoii, and 
“ too much attached to their own private intereil, to give me ‘any counfcl 
“ capable of promoting the public good. If tiiofe very perfons, who 
“ now feem fo tender of the refped; due to the fupreme authority, had 
“ not often caufed the orders lent into the provinces, even in the king’s 
" name, to be revoked, they would not have the boliinef to accufe me 
“ of a fault of which they are confeious of being guilty themf-lves. For 
“ my own part, I obferved a quite different condtid, by making it a 
“ rule never to retradt, either through intereil or folicitation, wliatcver I 
“ had once determined, after a thorough knowledge of the matter. 


“ I could not have expecled, I owm, that I Ihould be accuftd of liaving 
“ fettled my daughters and nieces in a manner fuita.ble to my dignity and 
“ their birth. Do my enemies imagine, that a ir,iuiller io greatly fa- 
“ voured by his mailer, Ihould forget himfeif to that degree, as to letde 
“ huflrands for his daughters from among the dregs of tiic people ; or 
“ dilhonour the blood of the ancient kings of daghestan, from whicii 
he lias the honour of being defeended ? Would they iiave me court 
“ the protcdlion of eunuchs, and ally my funily with their creatures and 
“ dotnc'llics ? But- not fatislrcd with reproaching me for the advantageous 
‘ ' fettlcinent of my daughters ; they require me to make an exciii'e for 
“ tlie king’s indalgcncc, in grantiiig the government of fome provinecs 
‘‘ to two of nry neplievvs. it is true, I Iblicitcd that favour, but not 
“ without a precedent ; lince their majeilies liad granted it to otljers vvlio 
“ were never cenfured for it. Thus, great pritKc," continued he, “ the 
“ fury of my enemies has tranfported them fo far, tiiat they are not afraid 
of chaileisging me for your guodnefs. Ti;cy demand of nre an account 
“ of my ehedts, and forgetting that I hold the greatell part of what I 
poflefs from the royal bounty ; can tliey pretend to be ignorant tliat 1 
“ was born to a great cllate, that I inlmrit my brother’s fortunes, and 
“ that the good mconomy with which I have always lived, has incrcafcd 
“ my property. I intended to leave ail to my nephews, and my daugh- 
“ ters ; and lb natural a confideration might have jullificd my parlimony : 
*'* but what pretext have my enemies for their infotiable avarice ! have 

“ they 
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20. “ they any fuch relations, or are they capable of heirs " ? What ufe would 
“ they make of their riches, unlefs they would fend every year to mecca 
' “ an;] meiiina camels loaded with wealth, and violate with impunity 

“ the laws of the kingdom, by which fuch pilgrimages arc cxprclily 
*’ forbidden?” 

The .vTiiEMAT dotjlkt having finilhed his vindication} his accuftrs 
a.iledged againil him furth.er, that the expedition of bahakain had mif- 
catiied by li:s collufion with the omeers of the Portuguese fleet: that 
in conjunclion wdth lutk ali khan, he had betrayed the intcrefts of 
tlic Ihte, by not making a proper ufe of the conflernation of the rebels 
after tlie vidlory of kherman by laying flege to kandaharj charging 
Jdm w'ith all the violences committed upon the fea coaft towards the 
end of the campaign, and inflfting on his declaring the motives that en- 
g.jged his brother-in-law to march towards siurass, inflead of leading 
his army, as the court intended, againfl tltc Afghans. 

“ I might very eafily," replied the miniller, “ avoid enteriiig ijito any 
difeuflion upon this fubjed’fc} for it wmuld be fuflicient for me to al- 
“ ledge, that flnee no man is anfvvcrable for more tljan his own adions, 
1 cannot, without manifefl: injuftice, be charged with any faults com- 
“ mitted by my brother : but tlic condudl of this general has been fo 
" prudent and fo agreeable to the real interefls of the ftate, that I am not 
“ afraid to be anfwerablc for his military operations. All the wmrid 
“ knows, that the great shah, abas having difpofilfled the Portuguese 
“ of the ifle of ORMUS, by the afliflance of the eng.lish fleet"'’; this 
“ prince, in order to preferve his conquefl, without being obliged to 
“ maintain a number of fhips, concluded a peace with them, and con- 
“ Tented to let them liave tlie moiety of the duties collected in the ifland, 
“ which was afterwards valued at a certain lum. Jti;saUb well known, 
that the funds appropriated to this ufe have been for many years applied 
“ to other purpofes : the embafTador whom their rnajefties appoint to 

“ reflde 

• Here be alludes to the eunuebs. ^ A l r o n o n e a i. te u e n qj./ fe conquered tl;e ii]<j 

iand city of ormus in 1507 ; it was taken again by the f£Rsia:;s in 1O22, when Uic English had 
« [;;rant of diuks at u e n d e r a » a s m the new town. 



SHAH SULTAN HUSSEIN. 


Ghap. XIL 


I » 


“ refidc at goa, could not therefore engage tlie viceroy to fend his iieet 1720, 
“ into that fea, without proinifing to pay part of the arrears., But nn k 
“ ALi KHAN not being able to perform fuch agreement, for want of the 
" money, which was never remitted to him, as we can cafily prove, the 
“ PORTUGUESE commander, incenfed at this breach of promife, not only 
“ refuted to take our troops on board, but put back to fea. This is the 
“ plain matter of fad, the truth of which will be attefted, if neceiLry, 

“ by the commitfary of this very fleet, who is now at Isfahan. 


“ But LUTF ALI KHAN, they prctciid, ought to have made a proper 
“ ufe of his vidory, by forcing the rebels in their own capital*. Is it 
pofl'ible that fjch arguments as thefe fliould come from perfons who 
“ concern themfelves in the adniiniflration of public afliiirs? Is it not 
“ well Isnown, that this general had only a detachment of his army with 
him ? Would it liuve been right in him, witliout ammunition or pro- 
vtiions, to undertake, jufl after the harveft, the liege of a place ex- 
trcMiely well tbrtified, and defended by an army double the number 
‘ of Ids own ? He was too prudent to take fo ralh a flep, but contented 
iiimleir, for that time, with putting the city of kuickman in a pollurc 
‘‘ of defenc e j and I am not afraid to own, that it was by my advice he 
‘‘ afterwards joined the main body of his army. Having afterwards de- 
“ termined to carry the war into the province of kandahar, he fet 
about making the neceiiary preparations for this great expedition. He 
was then obliged to make tlic province ^ furnilh the money and pro- 
“ Villons for the Ibbfiflence of his troops ; and if in the execution of 
“ thofe ordcAS, there was a mixture of prejudke or refentment, this is a 
‘‘ fault til at ought not to be ranked amongfl crimes coinniitted againfl. 
the ftatc. 


“ Such was the real caufe of tlici'e Incgulailf.ies which liave been fo 
“ preatly exas-iterated. In regard to ilic motives wliic'a determined lute 
“ ALI KUAN to advance towards shu-.ass, it is e.dy to account for t’lcm. 
“ 'This general, grown wife by the fatal example of v:hosroff khan, 

“ had 
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20. « cktermincd to furprii'e the rebels, left they ftiould deftroy the 
“ crop, v/hicii is gathered in that country two moons before the vernal 
“ eqiiino::. lie could not tiicrefore take a better tneafure, than to ad- 
“ vance towards this cityj becaufc here he was in a htoation to travcrie 
“ tlic deferts by the fliorteft way : behdcs, he confidcrcd that it was 
much eaher to form magazines in the center of a fruitful province, and 
“ at no great diitance from the capital, than on a banen coaft. It is 
*' notorious, that he fpared neitiier money, folicitations, nor care, to 
gather in thofe provihons fand that I even fent, at my own expcnce, 
“ 3000 camels loaded with rice. If we had any defign, as our enemies 
pretend, to march the army againft Isfahan, the carrying away fuch 
'' a pirodigious quantity of provifions was an unpopular meafure, and 
“ tended to incenfe the people againft us 3 for they were already irritated 
•'by the burthens laid on them. But it is ncedlefs to fpend any more 
“ time in juftifying a couduif, the redlitudc and prudence of which are 
“ evident: it is now time that their happy majeftics, who arc the ftiudow 
“ of God upon earth, ftiould determine the caufe between innocence 
“ and impofture.” 


C H A P. XIIT. 

D filth and charaihr cf the a them at doulet. Excurjicrn of the les- 
GEES. Magnanimity of A he puts on the turbant, and is 

named vali of Georgia. Preparations made by this prince ngainjl 
the lesgees, 'whom be reduces to extremity, Pbey are faved from de^ 
fruhiicfi by a court intrigue. Vacutanga tabes an oath never to 
appear in arms in eUfence 0/ Persia. 

F ATE-Y ali khan having thus finiflied his apology, the king, far 
from being oft'ended with the liberty with which he had delivered 
bimfelf, could not help weeping at the misfortunes occaftoned by his 
precipitate judgment. And yet as this difgrace was irrej>arable, and the 

court imagukd they could no longer put any confidence in a man whom 

they 
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they had ufed fo barbaroufly j after he had been a vidim to malice and 
credulity, he fell a facrificc to policy, and was fent a prifoner to the 
callle of SHiRAss : but shah hussein to foften in forne meafure the 
rigour of this fentence, granted him a confiderable penfion, and endea- 
voured to comfort him by reprefenting the inevitable neceflity of fate 
The ATHEMAT DOULET dkd In prifon a little after the taking of Isfa- 
han*. It was imagined that he made ufe of poifon, fearing left mir 
MAGHMUD fliould oblige him to make difeoveries prejudicial to the ftatc: 
but it is more probable that lie fell under the weight of his own misfor- 
tunes, and thole in which his country was now involved, by the evil go- 
vernment of his enemies. 

Shah hussein thus loft the wifeft of hk miuifters. He had the no - 
bleft mien of any perfon at court ; and as he mentioned in his juftification, 
owed to his oeconomy and good management, that great fortune of which 
he was pofTcdcd. As to the confpiracy, it was undoubtedly a contrivance 
of his enemies ; but tho’ his integrity was untainted in this particular, his re- 
putation was not without blemilh. It is beyond difputc, that after mir vais 
was fent. prifoner to Isfahan, fatey ali khan took him under his pro- 
tection, and lent him back to kandahar. Now, whether he was moved 
by compafiion for that prince, who was a sunni as well as himfelf; or whe- 
tlicr he adted liroman aveiiion to gurghin khan ; or lallly, through the 
temptation of the great pre/ents lie received from the prifoner; it was cer- 
tainly a dangerous ftep, and fuflicient to render his lldelity fufpeded. Be- 
fides, he was already appointed a them at doule t, or of the fame party as 
the perfon wlio then occupied that poll, when khosroff khan marched 
agalnft the Afghans; and this cabal was charged with being the caufj 
of the death of that prince, and of the total defeat of the army. 


But thefe are not tiie only crime.s witli which feme writers have ftained 
the memory of this miniftcr. .A. milhonary, who was at shamakie at 
the taking of tliat city, afierfs, that fatey ali khan, provoked at not 
havin'; been able to obtain of shah husskin the abolition of the ca- 

L 2 rack, 


* PiCGt'ninarlanirm a r.jr:t’:ir.K’rAvU priiuiput of the vc 

APC'H AN u near two yeai v aficrdarOi,. 
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1720. RACK*’, impofed on the stTN.Mis, and the cuftom of uttering malediflions 
againft the .three firfl caliphs, with wdiich the Persian's always end their 
public prayers, formed a projcdl to fubvert the government of the sciuas, 
and to afeend the throne Iiimfelf. Filled with this idea, he law no na- 
tion on whom he could depend fo well as on the lesgees, becanfe he 
was defeended from their ancient kings, and moreover mod; of tlicir tribes 
are of this fedl. Hence he engaged them to take up arms, and to make 
incuriions into the province of shirvan ; not quetlioning but as a con- 
fiderable number of the inhabitants profefied this fame religion, the pro- 
vince would Hrake off the yoke, and join their forces to thofc of the 
rebels. 

Be that as it may, shah hussein remained fo Ilrongly perfuaded of 
the innocence of this minifter, that tho’ he had the great weaknefs to 
pardon his accufers, yet the conduct he obferved towards thofc wlio had 
. been confined upon this account, fufficiently evinces that lie did not be- 
lieve him guilty. All of them, without exception, liad their ciLiies re- 
ftored to them ; and if feme who were poildled of governments had tiicrn 
taken from them, and others were detained at isfauan, this was oiily 
thro’ fear, left they flfould be ir.duced by their relentiiients to judiry the 
fufpielons conceived of them. It is even obferved, that thef the ATfocM at 
doulet’s cllatc was confifcatcd ; yet the fevcnil portions were excepted, 
which belonged to his fons-iii-law, mahomwed kouli khan, tbiC prince 
of KAKETg and to tlie koui.lar agassi brother of tlic vali of 
GEORGIA, as their wives portion. True it is, that as tire fidelity of thelc 
Iprds was well known, they were not included in the number of thoic 
whom the tcurt was to have an eye ovtrj and i.utf ali khan, wJio 
had been confidered as one of the chiet's of the pretended confpiracy, aiul 
as fuch had been removed to t.thiran, underwent no other puniOiment 
than tliat of reiforing to the king the plunder he liad taken ujion the 

frontier, 

A poll tax paid in mahqmmeDx^n countries l)y vvlio are of a diTercnt rc ):p;ion froin that 

of tl:o prince. K.^Ktr, a province, the govern me iT. of wju'ch j. forncti me;; joined to that 

of KAKABAOii, .and fcmnetinies to that of gkoRgi Av It liaS ahb had its general govcnion; ^ fioin 
whence they have derived (he name of prince. Tlic cfiitf of liic Haves : a body of cavalry^ 

coirpofed of men of didirn^lien, who flilc tliemfclvcs the king's /laves. 
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rioitticr, and of bciitg watched at Isfahan, not as a /late-criminal, but lyco. 
as a man who had ju(l caufe to be diia^edled to the governiyent/ 

I'lns dorm was at length fuccceded by fome days of calm.* Tlie lks- 
c-KEs, w/ioic incurrions laid given great uncafinefs to the court, feat de- 
puties to ;sr-;\!-iAN to iue for a reconciliation. The anxiety with which 
thus revolt !eid filled the minds of shah hussf.in and his miaillers, vras 
well founded ; for thofc people having driven away the coUcdlors and other 
officers belonging to the king, affembled towards the beginning of 1719 
to the number of two thouland menj and, commanded by Munr.A AROAr,- 
i.AH, and KANLU SABAN, their chiefs, they made incurhons, and fpread 
terror and dcfolation in fome of the neighbouring parts of gforoia. 

Their reputation and forces having incrcafed by their fuccefs, they were 
jcliicd by a body of near 30,000 of the inhabitants of shir van, who 
were of the fedt of the sunn is, and puffied their hotVdlties to the gates 
f.r GAN T A and shamakje. At length the kban, who commanded in the 
Lurcr, having received orders to oppofe thefe hofUiitics, marched at the 
rA-.ui of forty thoufand men againil the rebels, who were tlicn incamped 
hv a plain hetween ganja and tlie borders of shirv an. But jufl when he 
Vv'j;; prepariiig to attack^ tliem, they furprized him in the night, fo that part 
<.l ills army was cut to pieces, and the remainder dilpierfed. The khan' 
S'.imielf peviihcd on tliis occufion, with mod of Ids principal officers, 

'I'he fear of the refentment of a power over whom they had obtained 
io fignai a triumph, was not th.e motive which induced thefe people to 
fue for peace. Tliey were determined to take this ftep by a more preffing 
conhderation whicli I thall explain by tracing matters fomewhat hiithcr. 

Aker kiigsroff khan was foiin before kand,ahar, VAcnTANOA, as 
the eldefi: of the family, ought In courfe to have fuccccded him in the 
dignity of vAi.i of Georgia; but as he refufed to wear the turbant 
lii; younger brotlier, tho' the patriarch of that country, offered him (elf 

in 

^ 'riii.R the uril brittle of ;uiy cciifcqueuce that was fougiu beuvceii the tf « h-.xn’s aiic! j.fs - 
cKFs ia t n 'i; reign, renders it probable, that thi.'5 khan was the nephew of r.^ i t v ai.i iui.a w 

r-it-niichied in his viudieauhn, page 78. ^ Tiiii is lbnietim« uicJ ai an expreikon to ucnoio 

iLr A nokjM F p A N rcltuon ; tiiu’ the akmbni.'vn?, who civc cKviilian?, \vc:vr tuibaiits in rtasiA. 



85 THE REIGN OF Part III. 

ryao. in his flead. Their father, then divan beghi of Isfahan, tho’ a ma- 
HOMMEDAiN himfclf, vvas fo incenfcd at this fcandalous propofal, that he 
ordered this irreligious priefl to be baftinadoed, and kept to his facerdotal 
fundion. The inveftiture of this principality was then given to tl:e third 
fon, w'ho being lefs fcrupulous than the eldeft, and fomewhat lefs cul- 
pable than the fccond, embraced the maiiommkdan religion. 


Vaciitanga, tho’ banillied to kherman, perfevered in his glorious 
refoiution many years but at length the folicitationo of the court, joined 
to the irkfomnefs of his exile, overcame his condancy: he rcnsXinccd, or 


more probably pretended that he lenounced, chriliuuiity, and in confe- 
quence thereof was named vali of gf.okgta. This new prince repaired 
to lEFFLis in 1719: he was fcarce arrived there, when belioliling with 
forrow and indignation, the devafrations wliich tlie lesgkes had com- 
mitted in his territories, he determined to revenge the caufe of In's people 
in fuch a manner, as fliould fecure them for ages againil their dangerous 
neighbours. Having obtained the confent of the nobility, who were coii- 
vened upon this account, he ordered every georgiAiN that was. able to 
bear arms, to join him in that capital ; he alfo made every other prepa- 
ration that was neceffary, and the enfuing fpring would have been ready 
to take the field at the head of 60,000 men. 


The LESGEES fuw into his defign, and concluded they were uiulorie : 
their only refource was to implore the clemency of shah HtrssEtxg and 
to ijcrfuade this prince to interpofe his authority in their favour. Such was 
the motive of the deputation they now fent : but the Georgians were in 
arms, when the king’s firft mullah, and the phyfician invoked their in- 
fernal genius to conjure up another florm. Thefe treacherous courtiers, re- 
fledding that a fon-in-law of the athemat doulet, who lately fell a iacri- 
fice to their irnpoflures, vvas brother to this prince j were afraid leff rafter 
having defeated the lesgees, he might attempt to make ufe of fo fine 
an army, to oblige the court to puniih them for their iniquitous condudf. 
They availed themfelves therefore of the afeendant they had gained over 
their weak and deluded fovercign, and reprefented that vachtanga, after 

defeating 


HaKI-M liAHU, 
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defeating his enemks, might occafion great troubles in Persia, elpecialiy 17 
as it would tlien be very eafy for him to receive coaliderabl,fi fuccouxs. 
from RUSSIA by fea : therefore the only way to prevent thefe misfortunes, 
would be to grant a peace to tlie lesglI’S, and order the vali to ceafe 
all Iiodilitics, wlrich would oblige this prince to dilband liis troops, and 
remove all appreiienfron of danger from his ambition j moreover, that 
this mcafure would prevent the depopulation of a province, which the 
vicinity of the fea rendered very confiderahle, witliout expofing Persia 
to any future in va lions from tliofc people; for the dread of being deli-- 
vered up to the refentment of the Georgians, would nectharily contain 
tlicm within the bounds of their duty. 

Shah HUSSEtN, perfuaded by tin’s artful difeourfe, made no difficulty to 
grant a peace to the rebels. And without keeping any meafures wdtli tlie 
of GEORGIA, he forbad him in the mod imperious and haughty 
manner to give them any further dudurbance. His orders w'erc : “ If 
“ YOU have got your foot in the ilirrup, alight immediately. If you have 
'■ drawn your fibre, put it diicably into tire fcabh-ard; and if you are in 
purfuit of tlic LEsGEKS, Aop tlie moment you receive our conu'aandb ; 
in a wxrrd, take the utraod care not to infringe the peace wliicli they 
have obtained from the clemency of liiin whom the univerfe obey;.” 

Vachtanga was already in full march, and upon the point of crudi- 
ing his cntmiies, wlicn lie received there ffriff and unwelcome orucis. 

It is generally believed that the only motive wliich induced him to Hup his 
purfuit, and obey the imprudent orders of the Persian court, arole from 
an apprehenfion left tlie chiefs of the nation fnould delert him, as they, 
had formerly deferted cur chin khan. Be that as it may, lie declared 
he would obey, but it was in terms that clearly demomirated the height 
of his refentment. After ordering the courier into his prefence, be drew 
Ills fabre, and (wore he would never fight again in the fervicc of the 
king, nor in the defence of Persia. He then dilhanded his troops, and 
withdrew to tefflis, fully determined to obferve his oath inviolate. 


PART 
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T II E 

Revolutions of P E R S I A, 

F ROM T H F. 

Commencement of the year 1721, 

T O T H E 

Battle of G U L N A B AD in 1722. 

C II A P. XIV. 

Pacific difpofitions of the Afghans. Unea/hirfs given to the court of 
ISFAHAN by the arrival of the Turkish emhafador. Hussfin femh 
an embajj'ador to the grand fgnior ; and frightened by various prejages, 
returns to Isfahan. The lesgees lay fiege to shamakif, take it, 
and coynniit great cruelties-, they tnake tbemjehes ma/lers of the refi of 
SHIR VAN, beat the khan of erivan, and lay fiege to ganja. The. court 
in great confiernation, 

21. A T the commencement of thi.s year, things feemed to promlfe 
/- % tranquillity. The ready fubmiiTion of the vagi of ceougia, 
JL JBL aud the pacification of da.gistan, put an end to tJie anxiety 
which had been cret^ted by the formidable army of tiiat prince, and by 
the excurfions of the lesgees. Advice was alfo come, tliat the rebels 
of KANDAHAR, intimidated by their defeat, were ready to enter into aij 
accommodation : and the peace and reftitution of the ifle of bahauain, 
which were negotiated by the king’s orders, and adually concluded in 

2 the 
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the courfe of this year, by means of eip,ht thouiand tomans *, gave room jyai. 
to hope, that the monarchy thus delivered from its piincipti! enemies, 
ndght fubdue the reft, wliom fear and example '.vould hereafter contain 
within proper bounds. 


But there was oiic cireumftance winch ftfil difturbed the court. They 
had heard by letters from hassan baska, the governor of bagdat, 
that an enrbanaJor from the ottoman port w'as ready to let out for 
T r.HiMAN : and ns it was v/ell known that the grand vizir ‘g am RACHAh 
dciisited to declare war avaiaft pi;uma, when he was killed at the battle 
of ricrcRv.'AR A oiN ; thcv Irad reafon to apprehend, left his fucccOo:- 
ftiouid inlpirc the grand lignior with the fame fentiments, cfpccially at a 
time when the pence of passarowitz, and the inteftine commotions of 
that kingdom, afforded a favourable opportunity for fuch an tmdertakinjj. 

Under thefe eircumftances, the timorous court of husebin concluded 
tb'.it this miniftcr was come to demand the ceftlon of fome province, and 
to declare war in cafe of a rcfulal. And tho’ the Icings had already re- 
folved to fend an embaflador to Constantinople, in order to found the 
difpofttion of the port; and, if there ftiould be occafion, to purchafe the 
continuation of the peace, by oitering to yield foine extent of territory 
towards ERivAN or keuicoud ; yet the uncertainty he was under, whe- 
ther the TURKS would be contented with thefe terms, occaftoned ereat 
imeafinefs. 


As the king could not avoid giving audience to this minifter, the go- 
vernors of the places through which he was to paft, had orders to receive 
him with all the honours and refpcdl due to his charadter. He came by 
IvERMANSHA, HAMADAN, DERGHESIN, and CASBIN tO TvEHIRAN, where 
he arrived towards the beginning of January 1721, two months after his • 
■departure from the frontiei*, and the difgrace of the athemat uoetlet. 

The 

* 20, coo/. ^ Vazir or vizjr, in the araki an tongue fignifies a poitcf. In tu a Kvchiy 

title U given to the counrcllors of Hate ; and that of vizir-azem, or graini vizir, is /irll njiniHiTr 
* d'his niinhbdr was rcnuirkahle for his integrity ; but 5ic was fevere, and hated the chrillians whom 
he confidered as the natural enemies of his mailer. A flrong town of scla'vonia on the 

Danube, fuhjcd to the hovUe of aU$tr.ia. 

VoL. in. M 
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The cmbafTador, whofe name was douri efRendt", has given the 
following relation himfelf of the ceremony of his being admitted to audi- 
ence. “ In this order I went to the palace of tcharbag, where having 
“ alighted frotn my horfe at the thiixi gate, I entered the audience eham- 
“ her. The SHAH was feated oppofite the door: at his right and left 
“ were a great number of officers®; there were alfo thirty Persians^ 
** magnificently armed, and about ten miniflers or great officers of the 
kingdom; the latter were feated. I p.afled through the midfl of them 
“ with a (lately gait; I wore* a fliff turbant on my head, a gown lined 
with fable on my flioulders, and held the imperial letter as high as my 
head. I walked on very gently till I came near the fofa, on which 
“ the SHAH was feated ; and when I was within two fleps of him, I 
“ raifed the imperial letter with my right hand ; and with my left, I fa- 
luted him in the manner fovereigns are fainted "i, and I (poke to him 
“ thus:” 


“ May health refide with thee'^: God preferve me from the schei- 
“ THAN ® ALRAGIM. In the name of the mofl merciful God, this pre- 
“ fent writing tells thee the truth Behold the mofl happy and inofl 
magnificent imperial letter of their majeflies, the mofl magnificent, the 
“ mofl formidable, the mofl majeflic, the mofl potent sultan achmed, 
" KHAN GAZi “i may God give glory to thofe wljo affill him ; fovereign 
of the two continents, emperor of the two fcas ; who is a fecond 
ALEXANDER ZUL KARNEIN *; fcrvaut of the hoIy ORIENTAL citics ^5 

“ fultan, 

^ Signifies fkiil’d in law. ® Beglerbegs and klians. ^ Of tliole who are called kuzzlkb.ash, 
wliich ilgnifes red heads ; fo called from the crimfon caps worn when they were fvil formed into a. 
body under this name, by sheich hevpr, father of iemael I. of the srFrre dynafty. 7 'hey have 
been fomctlmes confidcfcd as the janizaries, /. ingeclierris among the Turks, though this diiUnftion 
is in a great mcafure loll, for the foldiers in general wear crimfon caps ; but the corps of every different 
.nation arc kept diflinil. ^ I prefurnc he took the hem of his garment and kilfcd it. ^ T'k: 
TURKS generally begin all their recitals and writings with an invocation. * Sen ei thaw or 

SATHAN, with as fatan ; whom the mahomm^dai^s believe to have been curfed for having refilled 
the will of God, when he w*isS commanded to prollrate himfelf before a dam. Ragim, according 
to fome commentators, hgnifics deprived of grace. ^ A paUbgc of the khoran. ^ This 

furnumc is given to thofe mahommedan princes, who have made conquclh over thiS enemies of 
their religion. ^ The black sea, and the arcmitelago. * With two horn?^ 

that is, whofe empire embraces the eaft and weft, mimed by the caftern people the horns of the world 
^ Mecca and mepiha, 7 
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“ fultan, fon of fuUan. He wiflics all health to the raoft fortunate prc- 1721. 
“ jfcnce of their majefties, the shah gemja % whole crown glitters like 
“ the fun, and defires to be informed of his precious health., 

" I made him this compliment in the tone in which wc fing the ezan % 

** throwing my words into a cadence. The prime miniftcr who was 
“ during this time on my right hand % attempted twice to take the itu- 
** perial letter from me j but I took no notice of him. Tlie shah him- 
felf ftretched out his hand with the fame intent; but your Have cad 
“ his eyes on no fort of objedl till he had finifiied his harangue. Then 
" I kifled the imperial letter ; and raifing it twice to my head, I pre- 
“ fented it to the shah, who had already thrice offered to take it. He 
“ raifed himfelf on his knees to receive it ; and having killed it, he made 
“ a fign to the chief of his eunuchs *, who came for it, kiffed it, raifed 
it twice to his head, and then held it in his hands. The siiAn’or- 
dcred me at the fame time to fit down ; but your Gave out of refpeit 
“ refufed it. He commanded me a fecond time ; and as I continued to 
“ refufe it, the chief maftcr of the ceremonies took me hold by the 
“ arms, and forced me to fit down®.’' 

The king alked the embaflador many queftions ; and after they had 
dined in the fame h.all according to cufiom, he took his leave of the 
king, and retired. The joth of march shah hussein gave audience 
for the third and laff time to this embaffidor: on which occafion a mi- 
niffer from Russia, two envoys from the ousbegs, and ninety-four de- 
puties of the LESCEES were introduced. The latter were come to de- 
mand, each in the name of his particular tribe, the ordinary fubfidieS, 

M2 the 

* As great and as potent as C£m or oiamschid, .an .mtient king or Persia. • T!ie 

B 7. AN is what they cry five times with a loud voice from their turrets, to give the people notice that 
it^r the hour of prayer. ^ Athem.at iiooce'e. ' Giamschid, the anr.iftit king 

of PEP.S t A juft mentioned, gave the preference to the left ; though in general the right ss efteemeJ iii 
the eaft, as with us in Europe. Tliis defeription was given to the grand fignior. * Tlic 

kislar aga. ‘ The ksik agasi bashi, chief mallei' of the ceremonies, wliofe office i; ia 

to hold the embafladors by the arm, while they pay their relpefls to the king. t From this ex- 
trad we may form an idea of the formal manner of a t u RK i s a writer, as well as of the ceremonies 
of a TURKUH embaflador at a rsasiAK court. equinox, or persias new- 

ycart-day. 
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72 I' the payment cJf whidi had been fettled by the late peaecv The king be** 
ing pre-pofieffed with an opinion that the turks intended to take an ad* 
vantage of «he divifions which had rent the kingdom, was agreeably fur- 
prized when the embatTador of the port adlired him, that his mailer was 
fully determined to obferve the peace. The beginning of April the 
TURKISH embafiador let out on his return for Constantinople. Mor* 
TAZA KOULi KK.\N, appointed cmbailador to that court, was alfo pre- 
paring to take the fune rout, with a move explicit anfwer than that which 
the king had given to the Turkish minillcr. 

In the interim, the court received freOi alarms from the cadern parts 
of the empire : the governor of mesched ‘ acquainted the court by a letter, 
that the. addollees of herat had made great incurfions ; obferving, thaf 
if_fp.dy meafures were not taken to protedb the city and its dependencies 
againft the rebels, they muil foon be obliged to fubmit. This intelli- 
gence was foon followed by news of a more dreadful nature: the 26th 
of the fame month, t.^vris, the fccond city of the kingdom, and capital 
of the province of aderbcitzan, was deftroyed by an earthquake, in 
which very near a hundred thouland of the inhabitants pcridicd 

Under thefe melancholy circumftanccSj shah HUSSEiN.prepared to tai^S 
his leave of t .ehiran, and return to Ispahan, where he arrived With 
his whole court the firft of june. Towards the end of this month, the 
condernation of the people was increafed by a phaenomenon, which might' 
be conddered as fuch in that climate. They w'ere ten days without fee* 
itig the fun ; during that time it is faid the horizon was covered witli a 
ix'ddiih cloud, with but little more light than when the fun is totally 
tclipfed k The aftrologers pretended that all thefe iigns prefaged great 
calamities to Isfahan j and the king liaving queftioned them concerning- 
the nature of thefe calamities,, fome of them prediiled an earthquake like 
to thr.'t wlfich had lately deftroyed. the. city of tavris j others, that fife 
would fall from heaven and caufe. a general conflagration j but not one of 
them had fenfe enough to fee, or not boneily and courage enough to tell 

■' Capital of KHORA3AS* ^ TJic &n« ftlie happened in 1657. * This drcuniftance, 

rho' Lricuily atu ted, the reader is at his liberty to believe ; when mens minds are diAenipered with 
fear, they eafijy imagine they fee fpeilres. 
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this niomrcb, that his efFeminacy and wcaknefs had rendered him con- 1721* 
tcmptible j and that his own fubjedts, no longer redrained by fear, would 
be themfelves the caufe of all tlic misfortunes with which he was menaced. 

The king, as a further mark of his iinbecillity, frightened at thefe pre- 
didiions, quitted liis palace, and w'eut to lodge in tents : part of the court 
and of the inhabitants having followed the example of the prince, the 
gardens and public fquares were filled with people. 

Things were in this lituation, when a new dlfgrace feemed already iii = 
fome degree to verily the piediclion. Tlie lescsei’S, rcfiLfs and uu- 
mindiul of their; great obligations to hussrin, remembered only the oath 
of VACHTANGA thc vAr.i of GEORGIA; aud being informed moreover that 
from a drong perfuafion of their not daring to break a peace, whicli had 
been granted as lb high a favour, the neighbouring provinces were bare ofl 
troops, they were emboldened by thefe circumflances, joined to tharbf. 

SHAH Hussein’s removal to T/I:hiran, to make an irruption into sum van, , 
under tlie command of sultan- ibrahi.m, and daoud eeg thedr chiefs. 


The pretext with which they covered this revolt, was the clifgracc of 
FATEY ALI KHAN, who had been condemned, they laid, Oidy bec.uifc i:e 
was defeended from their antient fovereigns. They fooa made then;- 
fclvcs mailers of the flat country: but their aim was above dcflroying 
deftncek'fs peafants, and plundering villages. The riches of sha.mak n.., , 
the capitid of thc province, equally excited the ambition and thc avarice 
of tlielr generals; ami tho’ their army, which conriiled only of 15,000 
men, did not fceni flrong cnoiig'h for the execution of fuch a project., yet. 
they appeared the 15th of auc.e'st before ti.at city, in hopes that they 


ihculd be favoured in their enr' ' prize 


tne SUM MIS, 


who were the moft 


numerous part of the inhabitantSi I'liis co!;-] obit: re was juOified by tlie 
event. The governor, iiussein kha.n, knowing Ikw little he had to 
depend on the fidelity of the inhabitants, made no fally, left he fliould 
be deferteft by thc pedpe that follow^ed him, or betrayed by thofe v/ho 
ftaid behind in the town'; fo tiiat he determined to make as good a de- 


fence as he could within the walls. This refolution, which was the only 
one he could take, enabled him to witblland the attacks of the enemy 

■} ' for. 
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1721. for the fpace of 25 daysj and perhaps the length of the fiegc would have 
tired out the lesgees, if the sunnis, who kept a correfpondence with 
t!jc enemvy^ had not found means, in fpite of all the vigilance of the go- 
vernor, to open one of the gates to them. The heliegers ruflied in im- 
mediately, making hideous fhouts j but altho’ the garrifon was furprized, 
they were not beaten. All the lesgees could compafs that day, was to 
force their way to the sunnis quarter, where they entrenched themfelves. 
Early the next morning they marched out in good order, intending to 
complete the conqueft of the city. The governor made fome {land 
againft them j but perceiving that he w.as deferted or betrayed by his 
people, he determined at length to provide for his own fafety. His loyalty 
and courage had prevented his taking this refolution in time ; for the 
enemy having detached fome cavalry after him, they foon came up with 
him, and brought him back to the town. 

The fituatlon of shamakie rendered it a ftaple between the Russians 
and PERSIANS'” j but the great plunder of it did not fatisfy the avarice of 
the lesgees: their generals were hurried by this bafe paffion, to commit 
the moft barbarous cruelties againfl hussein khan. They put him to the 
acuteft tortures, imagining he had buried his treafure ; but whether it was 
that this nobleman had not concealed any, or indifferent about his life 
he did not regard their fury, he made no difcoveiy j for which realbn 
they cut him In pieces, together with his nephew, and another of his 
relations, and dung their bodies to the dogs. 

About 4000 inhabitants were put to the {word j and this maffacre 
would have been greater, if many had not faved themfelves the night on 
which the enemy entrenched themfelves in the quarters of the sunnis : -for 
we muft like wife obferve, that the lesgees put none to the fword of that 
fe6l. They alfo fpared the wives and children of the schias, not through 
any motive of compaffion, but becaufe, according to their law, the right of 
conqueft had made them their; flaves. The sunnis and the schias were 
not the only inhabitants of that city. There was like wife a confiderable 

number 

• 1 have already reir.arked ia Ypl. I, the great lols fullamed by yavaiiHOEir, a 
ibetchatit. 
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number of ARMENIANS, jews, Indian idofaters, and fcveral Russian 1721. 
merchants j and tho’ the conquerors granted no quarter to the schi as, , 
whom they did not make Haves, yet they f]^>ared‘ the lives and liberty of 
thefe different nations, confidering them as Grangers j thus a fenfe of 
juftice hindered them from confounding them with their enemies. But 
this is to be underftood only in regard to their property ; for they flripped 
their habitations of every thing that was valuable. The Russians loft 
a great value which contributed to create new enemies againft Persia, 
as we fliall fee hereafter. 

So many misfortunes, upon the back of each other, completed the 
confternation of the divan. Shah hussein, who had neither refolutlon 
enough to bear fuch a reverfe of fortune, nor abilities fuilicient to prevent 
any further ill confequences, was the firft w'honi the weight of the bjii'-* 
then overcame. Being convinced that heaven had declared againft him, he 
thought no longer of ftruggling with his misfortunes, but bent his wliole 
attention to appeafe the divine wrath. All public diverfions were for- 
bidden ; harlots were cxjielled the town ; fallings and public prayers were 
ordained; and the minifters of religion appeared in the public fquares 
and market-places, e.vhorting the people to avert, by a fincere repentance, 
th.e calamities impending over their heads. This condudl, if it was pious> 
was not politic, for it rendered the confternation general; the people in 
every part of the town being heard to fay in a mournful voice, “ cheik 
“ OGLOU°has finifhed his career; the fatal period of his government is 
“ come ; his tottering throne is going to crufli us under its ruins.” 

In the mean time the desgees, who had made themfelves mafters of 
SHAMAKIE, took pofleftioii of the reft of shirvan ; after which, know- 
ing that the khan of erivan had orders to throw himfelf into ganja, 
palled the kura, and marclied forward to meet him. Tho’ this 
general was at the head of 40,000 men, yet he only contributed to irt- 
creafe the triumph of the rebels. Fart of his army was cut to pieces in 
different engagements i the remainder lied towards erivan : the eesgees 

having 

^ About 100,000 /. ® The king, \yho is the fon of ch?tk, a name given to the kings of 

of the SEiriE dynaiVy, becaufe they were defcended from ckeik sEf 
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I. I'iaving made themielves mafters of his camp and equipage, beficged him 
in GAN [A, whether he had retired after his defeat. 


C H A P. XV. 


Mir maghmud rcifes an army cj 15,000 mm. He marches ioivarih 
KHKRMAN, and makes himjelj majicr of that city ; from thence he pro- 
ceeds to V£'/D, and lays fu'^e to it, hut is obliged to retire. He leads 
his army through deferts to-cjards isVxXnAii, and arrives at GU LN AB,\n. 


' 'The PRiOi IAN’S prepare to oppoje him 


Dijferent opinions in the div.m 


upon that fubjecL 


P ERSIA thus faw herlelf threatened with a Eorm from all (ides, 
when MIR MAGUMUD, the mod formidable of her enemies, dii- 
■clofed Ills ambitious defigns. The Afghans dilheartencd by the defeat 
they had met with before kherman, conddered thcmfelves as utterly 
undone, when they heard that lutf ali khan was making preparations 
for the dege of kandahar. The prudence and valour of this genera! ; 
the number and difcipline of his troops; and the quantity of ammunition 
and provjfions with which his magazines were filled, made them con- 
clude that their ruin was inevitable. In this fituation, the whole nation 
jfeemed defirous of a peace, and waited only for the approach of tlie 
enemy to fue for it. But they no fooner were informed of the imprilbn- 
ment of lu tf ali khan, and the difbanding of his army, than fecurity 
and joy fucceeded their fear. Mir magumud, whofc authority had 
■been in fome meafure dertroyed by thefe melanclioly circumftanccs, iii- 
Penfibly refumed the command of his people. 

The firrt ufe which magumud made of this .change, was to put iH'rrt-, 
felf in a condition of making a vigorous refiftance, in cafe the Persians 
ihould determine to pur fue their defign. With this intent, he omitted 
notliing that might contribute to the fecurity of the province; he raifed 
troops, ordered arms to be made, and filled tlie magazines with every 
thing necelTary to hold out a long fiege. Thefe preparations were jull 

cotin- 
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completed at j:;i.M)AiiAR, when they heard of the extremity to which 
the city ol mescuco was reduced. The news of the deftrudlion of 
TAVRis, and of the irruption of the lesgees, followed foon after ^ and 
tliefc diiderent events eafed the minds of tire people, and gave their chief 


an opportunity of ibrming new rcfolutlons. 

Maghmuo’s apprehenhons being tiius removed, he began to think of 
becoming formid.d>le in his turn; the hopes of conqucfls, wh.ich his Uft 
defeat leetned to have ftified, now crowded again upon his- imagination. 
To dilpofe the afgicans to enter into his diews, he renfindcd them of 
the kveral circa niftances that ought to didipate every thouglit of dariger: 
iic obferved to them, that the provinces of kanoauak, ucrat, sa- 


' CL -, I AN, MECRAM, and OAGisTANf, Ii.id {hakcu olT thc yoIvC ; that 
irGnsTAM, KHr.UMA.N', and the greated part of the vatl country of kho- 
icASAN laid been ravaged, and fiiiRVAM invaded; that the dirpciTion ' 5 f 
tlic array wlileh was under i.utf aia khan, and the oath of the vai.i 
of Gisoaoi.i, rendered r-EKsiA entirely defcncclcfs. lie put them in 
mind of tin; advantacci which he had obtained over tins nation, at a time 
when her power was really great; and relating tlie fuecefs of the koukds, 
tlie ooA-iJi.os, and the mascats, he made the Afghans believe, tliat 
liic throne .was ready to fall a prey to the firil who would venture to 
feize on it. 


» ( 


1721 


Sacb, dheourfes as tliefe, accompanied with fcvera! marks of his libe- 
rr'iiiy, could not but make an impreflion on the minds of a people, who 
were naturally inclined to war. Hence they talked of nothing but con- 
quel b. ; and the hopes of booty engaged 15,000 aeguans to lift them- 
iclvcs under the b.anners of their chief But maghmuo being fenfible 
that tliCfc forces were not aufvverable to tl'.e greatnefs of his defigu, ap- 
plied himfeif to the means of incrcaiing tliern. 

For this purpofe he had no occafioti for long negotiations ; tire reftiefs 
and turbulent fpirit of the neigVibouring nations foon detcrn\incd them in 
his fivour. At the firft news ot an intended expedition into Persia, the 
ABDOLEteES, BAf.oucHKs, tile inhabitants of cabul, and the neighbour- 
ing country docked to him ; and in a very dhort time his army was, greatly 
. VoL. III. N augmented 
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1721. augmented by thefe adventurers of feveral countries and religions, But 
among the diderent chiefs who joined him, aman ola brought him the 
mod condderable reinforcement. This captain,, whom fom'e. have ima- 
gined to be a prince of cabul,. was originally only a fimple dervife, but 
chuling a military life, was now at the head of a confiderable body of. 
troops, and joined maghmud rather as an ally than as a fubjedl: em- • 
barking in this enterprize, upon condition of ma.king an equal divillon of 
the fruits of their conquefts. The union of their forces did not conftitute 
an army of above 25,000 ftgliting men : they took v/ith them a few ele-* 
phants for burthen, widi a confiderable number of camels ; thefe with • 
tlieir drivers, the fervants of the foldicrs, and the domeftics of the chiefs, 
made this army appear much more, formidable than it really was. M agh- 
mud never- had fo many troops under his command before. They were, 
fearce alfenrbled, when this young chief full of ardour and hopes, began 
to^carry his enterprize into execution. He entrufted the regency of Kan- 
dahar to his brother ; after, which he croircd the deferts of skgestan 
with the fame precaution and fatigue as he had done the preceding year ; 

1722. and entering icHER.MyVN towards the beginning of januarv. this year, he 
fat down before the capital of that province. . 

This city did not make any long refillancc. The prrsees?, and the 
INDIANS, v/ho were fettled there, . having refufed to fight againA an army 
%vhich confifted partly of troops of their own nation, foon obliged tlie 
rctnain(’'i- of the inliabitants, who in otlrer refpedls were not prepared for 
a fiege, t open the- gates to the enemy. When, maghmud was mailer 
of the town, Ms next point was -to take th.e dtudd. He tried feveral. 
fimes to carry it. by afiaultj for as he had no cannon fit for a fiege, this 
leerned the only way he could take it : but lie met with fuch a warm and 
gallant reception from, the garrifon, which had been left there by .LUT F 
A1.1 KHAN, that he foon began to defpair of fuccefs. Being thus jicp* 
voked at a rcfilhince which he did not expert, he knew not what mea- 
fures to tiuve. He was fenfible. of the confequences of his undertaking; 

he 

P The Pf. Rf- UFs arc the tlefccndaats of the aBtient f^rsianSj who worlhipped fire, and have pre- 
Terved their religion. 7 hefe people arc bed known in the eaft, and even among us, by the itanae of’- 
CAO R or CKBFR, which in Uic pcrsian language .fignjfiea an infidel or au idolater* 
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he could not raife the fiege without lofing his reputation, by acknow- 
ledging Jiimfelf defeated, at the very cosnrncncernent of the .campaign. 
Bciides, how could he pretend, after mhe-arrying befoie lb inconfiderable 
a place, to attack the capital of a vail empire? But it was yet a greater 
ditficulty by wliat means to take a citadel ftrcngjy fortified, arid provided 
with a numerous garrifon. Some of the braved of Ids men had thro\yii 
away their lives to no purpofe; and fcveral others, difeouraged by tlic 
repulfe, had already deferted him, and fet otjt on their return to kanua- 
n AR 5 lo that if he periided in his deiign, it feemed to threaten tlic total 
ciifperhon of his army. 

His rmiid was occupied with thefe rchedions, when the governor^ 
liightened at fuch vigorous attacks, or apprehenhve of the want of pro- 
’s, ilions, offered to treat with the befiegers. He required that the aruiy 
fliDuId ruife the fiege ; and on his fide he would pay, as an indemnity or 
ranfom, 2500 tomans Tho’ the tendency of tb.is c,vtraordinary capitu- 
lation was to preferve, and not to furrender the place, yet the prefent cir- 
cum fiances were fuch, that the propofds were received with joy. As 
foon as the money was paid, the hoflilitles, w'hich had been already fu- 
ipended, intircly ceafed. 

Fortune having thus favoured magiiMud, he nOw thought of purfuing 
his firll defign. He iiad lofl 4000 men in eroding the defert, ajrd at the 
fiege j but the prefent conjundure gave him a fair occafion of reinforcing 
his army. Many of the inhabitants of Iiherman are persees, who, 
from the rcnsembrance of their pafi; grandeur, being enemies of the rcign^. 
ing nation, were naturally inclined to efpoufe the caufe of a prince, whom 
they confidered as the fcourge of their tyrants. 

A few days after the capitulation, maguxMUD marched at the head of 
his army towards the north, taking the road to yezd. This city is fituate 
about feventy leagues from K Herman : the country between is very ftndy, 
and has only a few' inconfiderable villages, at a great dillance from each 
other. This circumftance fliews, that this prince's view was not to en- 
^•kh himfelf w'ith the fpoils of the open country, in the fruitful plains of 

N 2 ‘FARS> 
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172 2 . PARS '■ ; his thoughts were engaged upon another ohjed ; and he avoided 
every tiling that might retard the execution of his dchgn. He knew 
very well that he rtiould not meet on this road with any fortrels that might 
ilon liim, or with £t)wns where his troops might be incumbered with pil- 
lage. It was with this very intent he preferred the road through the de- 
Icrts, upon liis hrit letting out, inllead of taking the ordinary rout, which 
was much fliorter and ealier. 

As foon as he arrived before yezd, lie attempted to take the town by 
afiault, attacking it with all liis troops on every fide ; but lie was on 
every fide repulfed with lofs. Being grown more circurnfpeift by his mh- 
takes, he rcfolved not to perfill in the liege, the confcquencc of wliieh 
mull be extremely dangerous. He therefore continued his march ; and 
after having proceeded with all polRblc expedition througJi the p].uns ■, 
which feparate the city of pauakavens from that of eiki: x, at iencth 
he entered the cultivated country. The people, terrihed at iiis at-pro.a I', 
deferred the viil.ages and towns that lay in his w.iy ; fo th.at notbiiig rerarded 
the rapidity of iiis marcli. At length, iiaving diipcrl’cd fome troops that 
feemed to have been fent lathcr to reconnoitre than to fight, lie arrived 
within lour days march of isfahax when two oficers, who were de- 
puted by the court, w-ere condudled into his prefence. 

Mahommed KOULi KHAK, then prime minifier not knowing Jiovv 
to avert fo fudden a llorm, iiad lent tliele officers to treat with iiim: ac- 
cordingly they opened their commiffion, w'hich was to offer him a furn 
of 1 y,coo tomans on condition tliat he would not proceed unv fuiiier, 
.fnd tliat his troops fiioukl commit no devaftation in the territory tf is- 
FAHAN. Magumud judged from hence of the weaknefs and (error of 
the enemy, and dlfmiffing the deputies witliout making any anfvver, ud- 
vanced with Ins ufual diligence, and pitched his camp at gulnabad 

It is far caher to imagine, than to defcrlbe the terror with which the 
king and his miniflers were feized, when they heard that magiimue) was 

marqliing 

*■ FARStSTAS or FERSI A jiopcHy fo called. * Tins country abounds in niirk 

’ AiHiMAT oDvnET. “ 37,500/. y Signifies conferv'c of rbfe. Tliis village is 
6Jifce leagues from Isfahan. 



SHAH SULTAN HUSSEIN. 


JOl 


Chap. XV. 

marching diredly to Isfahan. They had lull’d themfelves into fecurity, 
from a perfuafion that this prince would not leave behind him uncon- 
qucred fo vafl a tract of country j and little thought tliat he would open 
the campaign in the very center of the empire; confequently they had 
not made the neceOury preparations to oppofe him. Hence there was 
neither annnunition nor provilions in Isfah an ; and as the celerity of 
the inarch of the rebels, had not afforded time to colieft the different 
bodies of troops, that were difperfed on the frontiers, they were abfo- 
Jutely at a lofs how to ifem the torrent. HoNvever, as ffrncthing muff, 
be done, tliey colledfed the few troops that were at hand; to thefc they 
ioined tl'.c militia, that was railed in a hurry in the city and the neigh- 
bor! rhood ■, and all the lords of tlie court, excepting thole whole profeliioa 
was inconlilleut witii arms, being ixady to mount on horfe-back, the 
army waited only the king’s orders. 


As this monarch was iijcap.ible of forming any rcfolution bimfelf, he 
waited with imnaticncc to hear what the divan would determine. In 

a. 

time Cvf didi els, wlicn a union of counfeis is moll iieccllary, the pufina- 


nirni'v (jI- forne, and tiic wickednefs of others, generally create perplexity, 
I he council was divided in opinion: the prime miniftcr gave his advice 
not to hazard a gcitcrai abtion, but to intrench their army, and cover the 

our new troops will be inlcmi’oly 


1 1 rj 


ilv this means,' 


ilC, 


“ acculb.'ined to iee the enemy ; a few ikirmllhcs will rouze a martial 
Ipirit i)V degrees ; if the rebels attempt to force our lines, we /ball fight 
“ them to an advantage if this meafure fhould oblige them to continue 
“ in tiicir camp, it wiii be an euly thing to darve them, by cutting off 
“ tiicir provilions : thus the iffue of tlie war will be protratfed, and the 
“ troops dilperfcd in the provinces will have time to join us, and cut off 


tbic retreat of the rebels.” 


Tills was the opinion of the atiiemat doulet. On the contrary, 
AiiO.VLLAu KHAN, vAn of ARABIA, HOW at ISFAHAN, maintained, 
*• that it was beneath the majeliy of the empire to temporize with rebeis 
“ and (laves ; that tiic grandeur of tlie king, and the honour of the nation, 
*' were concerned to diailife their infolcnce. Why,” faid he, ‘‘ Ibould 
« “ the 
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1722. “ the frontiers be expofed to new invafions ? The king’s troops are in- 
cenfed ; they long for buttle j the heft way therefore is to make ufe 
' “ of tins fn'ic ardour of the foldiers, and to crudi an infatuated youth, 
“ vviio by the viclory of h.'TF ali khan, and Jiis mifearriages at khlr- 
MAN and VR'/D, ought to have learnt the difference between foldiers 
and robbers.” 

The ATHT' MAT doui.et’s advicc was certainly the inofl prudent and 
'fafc; but that of the ar.abian prince fnited inofl with the pride and 
1‘cvcnge with whtcii the divan was animated. Persia devoted to ruin, 
had hardly a fugle advocate devoid of paffion, and whofe mind was free 
from prejudice or treachery ; the latter opinion was preferred by the plu- 
rality of fuffrages, and as Ibon as they heard that tJie Afghans were ar- 
rived at GULNABAO, tile ariiiV received orders to march and fight tiicm. 
Maghmud was not furprized at this determination j for Ire never dreamt 
that the king would fubmit to kc his capital befieged, witliout trying tlie 
iflue of a battle j and tliercfore as he knew ncitlier the number nor valour 
of his enemies, he intrenched himfelf in his camp. 


C H A P. XVL 

dlZv PERSIAN army mafeJM's to Jigbt the Afghans. ’Ti'he day of battle h 
fixed by the af rohgers. Order of battle, and difpofuion of both armies, 
Tdhefingitlar conduSl of the two princeffes of lorista n. F articular ac- 
count of the battle o/'gulnabad. Caufc of the Jiu'cefs of the AFGHANSi 
'Refexion on the conduSl of the vali ^/’ar adia. 

^1 HE feventh of xiarch the Persian army appeared within fight 
X of the enemy's intrenchments ; but shah hItssein having, by the, 
advice of his aftrologers, fixed the eighth of that month for the engage - 
ment, there paffed only feme light fkirmifhes the firfl day. It was given 
out in the Persian camp, that maghmud, fiirprized at the number and 
be; iuty of the king’s troops, propofed to make his efcape with a thoufand 
of his befl horfe. The Persian generals fpread thefe reports in order to 
3 ■encourage 
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encourage their foldiersj for they could not really think, that this prince 
intended to.facrifice, by an ignominious flight, his lubjedts and allies to the 
fury of an enemy, in fcarch of whom he had made fo long ahd fo extra- 
ordinary a march, 

Sunday the eighth of march, according to the vain prognoflics of the 
aflrologers, was to deliver the Persian monarchy. The generals began 
early in the mornhig to range their troops in order of h.ittlc. On the tide 
of the PERSIANS i the center, which feemed to be defigncd only for a 
body of referve, was given to cueik ai.i’khan, general of horfe. He 
had under him feveral khiins with their troops, 4000 of the king’s horfe, 
and tlic fiinc number of his foot guards ; the latter being armed with 
and fabres : thefe were covered at fome diflance by a battery of. 
24 pieces of cannon, defended, and ferved by 2000 cannoneers, under 
tlie command of mamommed khan, grand mafltc of the artillery ’'. 


The right wing was formed of 2000 of thole horfimen who are called the • 


king's ikves fome of whom arc armed with bows imd .trrows, and others 
with fufds and pilfols j there were Ukewii'e fome kh.ins, aiid fcveral other 
lords with their attendants. This wing was under th.c command of ro-STA.m 


XHAN, the KO.ULAR. AGASSI % brOthtT of VA',:HTA>U'..'., cam of GEORC.iA. 
The VAM of ARARjA, who fliarcd the gcncr.1l command of the ariuy- 
with the ATHE.MAT DOUEF/r, bad. .Arengtlicncd this wing witli a body of. 
3000 c.ivalry of his own n.ation, at the head of whom lie intended to 
sight. 


The ATHioMAT DOULET Commanded in t! 
pofed of the king’s liouOiold • the lords bc’ 
rcfl of the nobility. A.r,i merdan khan % 
them in perfoii with 500 l.orfc. * f ucii wa 


re left wing, wiiich was com- 
ic::ging to the court, ifnd the 
ALii of x-op. ktan ”, joined 
•S the order of battle in the 


king’s army. They had, bcfides the forces 


above- mentioned, if, coo in- 


fantre 

* TopCHi BACTL r - General ci the /bves. * It alHrm-J ih.t 

two daughtm oh this prince auemied him in h.is faniitr cyixtiinons agHirdt djc rvix'ii in n.ci!' hab;:;, 
nnd now fought by his fide. ^ 71it piovmee of hOiAHYTAn in a inousitainoihi ctyuiuiy, that for- 

lucrly depended on cnujitiTAN, cr the anticnt aotkiANA ; but having been ^x^oplcd by colonics of 
the KOURus, it wan afteinvaius coinprived \n kout^putaji, BtKON’r. ispcD) a place fituatc near 
iiAMADAN, is its ptinc-jpal fortrefs, W<; mud tuke garc not to coiiiound tirid placa w di l AkiivTi?. 
which is oa the ka co;dl. 
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fantry of militia, railed upotj this occaiion in the neighbourhood of the 
city, vviio were armed with mufquets. The different troops formed all 
to-TCtiier a’body of near 5o,ooo'*hghting men. 

I’licrc is no am'cen'.cnc in the accounts of thofe who were at isfahak 

■i V-' 

duriivg the fiegc, in. reg'ird to the number of foklicrs in iMACVHMUD’s 

arsny : txie moil probabic opinion is, that it vvas not above half the 

number of the king’s troops. It coniiited chiefly of cavalry ; tliefe were 
armed with a fabre and iaircc, which tlud'e people handle with equal 
xie.xterity : their (ieferJlvc armour arc a buckler and cuiraff, made of a 
doub'lc fold of Ixard .’wiiLer, and nwny of them carry piftoh. Their 

wlioic arxny was divided int ^ ur unequal pairs: the mofe numci-ous 

formed tire rigiit wing iu:der the command of aman ola. MACUMifo 
was in the iecond ciiviiion, which he placed in the center : he gave 
th^ command of tlic third to nasr ullah, a pi-ns-Fi;, whom he had 
made one of lii.> lieutenant-generals: and the fourth, and Icafl numcrons 
of thefe bodic;', were choice men of the pkhllvans or .Ks.sAKrn.Hi 
'I’he I'cngtii and celerity of AiAC/HiMi/'o’s march, as vve liavc obferved, did 
not permit him to bring any cannon witli him j hut he lupplicd tins dc- 
fecl in Ibme meafiue by a very extraordiiuiry artillery : ihcfc arc a kiiai 
of harquebufes, which carry a handful of rnulquet bails; each of tncie 
pieces, v.dtii its hock, tvas mounted on a camel, winch lay down ut ccni- 
mand ; and from the backs of thefe animaL, trained to this cxcrcife, they 
cli'irped and fired thefearmsh 

<.7 

Tire fun iiad julb appeared on the horizon, when the arnrlcs beg.m to 
obferve each other with that curiofity, fo natural on thefe dreadful occa- 
fions. The PERtiiAN army juft come out of the c.ipital, being cornpohd 
of whatever was molT: brilliant at court,, feemed as if it had been formed 
rather to make a (lievv than to fight. The riches and variety of their 
arms and veftments ; the beauty of their liorfcs j the gold and precious 
ffones with wliich feme of their harnelTes were covered ; and the rich- 
nefs of their tents, contributed to render the peksian camp very pom- 
pous and magnificent. 

On 

The Txame whicii the ArGif.\\ns gr/c to their foilorn hope, v.!i?c:h go oip the mofl dciptxqte 
Nadir .sdaii aflcrwarvlo ufLcl thefe kind of arwa with great fuecufi) ; they are lorg, 
wind criiy a ercai diiiaacc* 
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On the other fide there was a much linalier body of i'oldicrs, disfigured 172^. 
wth fatigue, and the fcorching heat of the fun. I'heir cloaths were I'o 
nigged and torn, in fo long a inarch, that tirey were fcarce Uifilcient to 
cover them from tlie w'cathcr; and their horfes being adorned with only 
leather and brafs, there W'as nothing glittering aniojig them but their 
(pears and fabres. 


The two armies flood in fight of each other tb.c greateft part of the 
day,, without making any motion on either fide, but fetming rather to 
fland in mutual awe. Maghmud embraced tins opportunity to lidc 
through the ranks, and to encourage his foldiers. “ He reprefented to 
“ the PERSEES, that the hour was now conre, which would free tliem 
“ from the yoke of their tyrants ; that liberty was now in their own 
hands, if they would prove tlieinteives, on this occaiion, worthy heirs 
of the valour of their anceflors.” Turning to the m ghans and the 
r-A COUCHES, “ he exhorted thena to fight with that boavery w'hlch had 
“ rendered them fo often triumphant over their enemies; he reminded 
“ them of thofe glorious feaUs, and defired them to look upon the riches 
of ISFAHAN as the fiffl fiuit of an cafy vidlory ; a vidory, without w^hich 
“ they mufl inevitably pcrilli, either by the fvvord.in their retreat, or by 
“ hunger and thirfl in the deferts.” 

o 


While MAGH.MUD was thus endeavouring to infplrc Ills troops with that 
ardour, w'hich they flood in need of on fo important a conjuncture, tb,e 
PEUSMANS were taken up in debates. Though the king Jiad lent pofitive 
orders to fight, yet the athemat doulet, W'ho fiiarcd the general com- 
niand with the vali of arabia, iafifted flrongly that they {hould avoid 
coming to an engagement : “ It is true,” (aid he, “ wc may exped tlie 
“ moft generous efforts of the Persian valour, on an occafion in which 
“ the fafety of the empire, and the liberty of the emperor arc at flake : 
“ but what does valour avail, if it be not armed and direded by expe- 
“ rience ? Almoft all our infantry, who are the principal part of our 
“ forces, are novices In the duty of a foldier ; they are entire flrangers 
to the ufe of the niufquet ; and Iiave \vc then any rcafon to exped 
-that they will be able, in this undifciplined flate, to fland the ihock 
VoL. IIl. P “ of 
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1722. “ of the enemy’s ciivaliy, or to attack in fuch order as to pierce tliro’ their 
“ fquadrons ? Too iniich iecurity is oftentimes the caulc, that even the bell 
concerted iindeitakings mifearry. Let us not defjjilc an enemy whom 
“ fortune favours : we have 4000 pioneers with us, let thele cover ti’.e 
“ army with intrencliments j and if you are abfolutcly determined to bastard 
“ a battle, thefe lines bordered with cannon and infantry will be a lure 
“ place of retreat, in cafe of a nusforiuue. But my opinion, is to wait till 
“ famine compels the enemy to attack us in our entrenchments ; then 
“ our cavalry fdlying forth from the extremities, will take them in (lank > 
and will meet with fo much the lefs relillance, as they will liave to deal 
“ with troops already lhattefed and broken by tire continual fire to whiclt 
“ they mull be expofed.” 

Thus the athemat doulet endeavoured to bring them over to an 
opinion, which differed but little from that which lie had openly declared 
in council. The propofd was prudent, inaliuuch as it left very little to 
hazard, and lecured all tb.e advantage that ought to be expeded from 
tl'.cir mfantiy, whicli otherwife mull be ufclefs. I'lie otlicers who con> 
rnanded in the center h flruck with thefe reafons, had already approved 
the projed ; when the vali of aeabia, and the koulah agassi, wlio 
were afraid ld.l this opinion ihould be fjllowcd by the red of the pi-inci- 
pal ofiicers, cried out : This is no time, to debate, but to light ^ it 

*' would be an eternal fliarnc to fo numerous an army, in which is the 
“ flower of the nobility of the empire, to be afraid of appearing before 
“ a gang of robbers and rebel herdfnicn.” Saying flsis, they waited for 
no anfwcr, but retired, and mounting led on their fquadrons againlt the 
enemy : this ferved a.s a fignal to the troops, who all moved forward at 
the fitne time, and fell upon the left wing of the Afghans with fuch 
inrpetiiofity, as flung them into diforder. 

Mach MUD, whoobferved both armies from a throne railed on the back, 
of an elephant, was furprized at this lliock, and began to think that all 
was loft. His alarm was caiifcd by the vam of AitAniA, who having 
made a long winding to the right at the head of a body of Arabian ca- 
valry, 

♦ The general of iiorfe, anU the general of the artillery* 
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valry, overthrew all he met in his way, and made hinifelf mafter of the jysa. 
camp of the Afghans. It is reafonable to believe, that the aflair would . 
have been foon determined in favour of the tersians, if he had returned 
directly and charged the enemy in the rear, Maghatup, terrihra] at tlic 
danger, was preparing for flight, and had ordered tJie lightefl; of ius tlro- 
luedaries to be made ready for himi when a circumflance aroily tliat i:i~ 
fpired him with nxore courageous refolutlons. The ATHEMAr doulet 
feeing both armies engaged, returned to his pofl:, ar.d charged ilie right 
wing of the enemy with as much bravery, as lie luid before givv;n marks 
of prudence. Aaian on a, who commanded that wing, made a feint of 
giving way, and retired gradually without breaking Ixis ran.ks; but he 
had hardly let the enemy gain fifty paces u[>on liim, when ordering his 
men to open their I'anks of afudeien, one hundred camels apj)eared kneel- 
iiig, eacli of vvhicli had one of the harquebul’es above-mentioned on hiS 
b-aek. The imaisians aftoniflied at tliis unexpected fight, and a general 
tiifehurge of this little artillery being made, moft of the tore-moi’e rank 
were killed, and the aI'Chaks making loud fliouts, attacked the refl, and 
obliged them to turn their backs. 

Aatan oivA made tire proper ufe of this flratagem ; for witliout giving 
the PERSIANS time to recover thenifelves, he purfued them up to their 
battery, which he came behind, and having cut t’)e cannoneers in pieces 
tliat guarded it, he caufed tiie cannon to be pointed againfl: the center of 
tiic PERSIAN army^who were thus put to flight before tlicy had fouglit 
a blow. This artml ftep decided the fate of the day. 'Fhe vali of lo- 
R 1ST AN, who Irad loft one of his brothers in the adion, and had been 
alto wounded himlelf, feeing every thing rendered defperatc by the defeat 
of the left wing, and of the center, went oft' dircdly with what foldiers 
he had rtmaiiiing, and retired into his province. His example was fol- 
lowed by FEUEZ OULLAH, KHAN of HAMADAN, and by AH RIZA, KIOVN of 
C0HKlEAN ^ who having called off their troops, retired each to his re- 
■fpccUve province. 

In the mean time, the VAt.! of ARABIA having made Iiimfdf mafler of 
IvIAOHMUd’s camp, amufed himfelf with plundering tlic baggage j a-ivl 

O 2 

^ A country iituawC ten Jdys journey IVoni towiuds 
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1722. tlio’ he had obferved the enemy’s motion, yet inflead of attacking them 
in the rear, as was expected, he refufed the fuccours, that with repeated 
irdianccs were demanded of him. The Afghans therefore had no enemy 
to oppofc, e.xccpt the koular agassi. Tins general endeavouring to 
viPidicate his o>>ii.ion t^iven in council, continued to h;^ht with redoubled 
courage and refoiution. Being determined to conquer or die, he had 
aheady cut part of the oppolitc wing in pieces, and pufhed the remainder 
as far as their entrenchments, y/hen maghmud feeing the field alniofi clear 
of the enemy, advanced to take ifim in the rear. I’liis motion difperfed 
the PI RSIAKS, who compofed the greatefi: part of the troops of this gal- 
lant officer j but a body of 400 GEouGt ANS refufing to defert him in thi i 
extremity, he defended himfclf on all tides with the utmoil intrepidity; 
tili at length, after having had two horfes killed under him, he was over- 
powered with numbers, and with the companions of his glorious teme- 
rity, died fword in hand. The defeat of this valiant troop completed 
the victory. The vAt.i of arabia loaded with ataohmud’s trer.fure, 
and with the plunder of the camp, had by this time taken the road to tlie 
town, wln’ch he entered by the oppofitc gate * to that '' by which the 
army bad marched out againll the enemy. 

Such was the fatal ifiiis of the battle of gulnatjad, in which the per- 
SJANs, fo long accufiomed to blunders in politics, took two dangerous 
ileps; one was, to divide the command between two generals who did 
not agree; the other, to plant their batteries fo forw||d, that they could 
not be properly fupported. This lafi: circumftancc, and the fagacious 
condudt of AiMAN OLA, gave the vidlory to the afghajls ; but we may fay, 
that the treacherous condudf of the VAH of arabivV decided the battle’. 
Tlic king’s army loft iy,ooo men; a number which will not appear ex- 
aggerated, if we confider the circumftances of the engagement. The 

greateft 

s The DEfi TO K CHI In the part of Isfahan. ^ 7'ne hajan in the wefl. ^ It 

hii!> been much clot.bted, if the vai.j of aradia wa-s induced to aft this bafe parr, merely from the 
icmpGuion of plunder, or from rcfcntincnt of the oppofiiion which athemat douiet made 
io Ills propofals ; he might be iudilTcrent, at that time, which fide obtained the victory, but his con- 
duct ;i; forwards proved hira a traitor; nor do we find that he attempted to vindicace his coiidud, or 
2 c[vriowlt'd;,-e that he had been guilty of an error^ nor even that the natural avidity of his arauians 
was not to be reilraincd, 3 
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greateft part of the troops undhr the command of the koular agassi, fell 
in the field of battle ; the infantry was in a great meafure expofed to tbs 
mercy of the conqueror j and the 2000 cannoneers, with thei’r general, 
were all llaughter’d at their poll. The lofs of the Afghans was incon- 
liderable j and the treafare, the artillery, and baggage of the rnnsrAN 
army, was an ample recompence for the plunder which the Arabians- 
liad taken in their camp. 
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PART V. 

T n E 

Revolutions of PERSIA, 

ft 

F R O M T H E 

Battle of G U L N iV B A D, 

r o T li E 

Abdication of SULTAN HUSSEIN, and the 
TAKING OF I S F A H A N, 

C II A P. XVII. 

lihe king calis a council-, and determines to remain in Isfahan. Prepara- 
tions to defend the city. Orders fent to the khans op the pro'vinces. Pbe 
VAH of LORISTAN is declared generalijjmo. MAGHMt;o encamps at 
CHEER ESTAN. De/criptlon of FARABAD; the AFGHANS take po Iff jion 
of it, and appear before Defeription of and the fituu'- 

tion of the Armenians. 

A S loon as the news arrived of the defeat of the Persian army, 
which was commanded by the greatefl: part of the nobility of 
the kingdom, the city of Isfahan was under a general con- 
fternation. The Persian troops, who fled from the field of battle, ex- 
aggerated the valour and condutS of the enemy, which ferved to increafe 
the panic; infomuch, that the inhabitants of this great city already figured 
to themfeives the diftrefics which followed not long after, and imagined 
they faw the afghafs, with their drawn fibres, pradifing all imaginable 
barbarities. 


Under 
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Under thefe extremities the king called a council, in which he rcjuc- 
fentcil the danger his perfbii would be expofed to, if lie flood a fiege iji 
a city unprovided with ainiiuinition and provihons; asid hofe l uinot's 
walls could be hut a feeble barrier, when defended by troops •'bfhcartcne'd 
by then* late defeat. His daager liad however infpiiccl Idrii with fonK‘ 
degree of fortitude > and with an air of dignity, in a very pathetic llrain, 
lie fpoke to them to this effedt ; “ It is not for my own fecurity, that I 
propofe to reuiovc; a p>rince, wliO is afraid to die with his fubjefts, is 
unwortiiy to rule over them; but the greateft part of the provinces flill 
obey me ; their fate is connedled with, mine for the rebel will be 
mafler of tire empire, as foon as he has my perfon in his ]?ower.” 

Tlie ATHEMAT BouLET confirmed die king’s remarks ; adding, that 
it would be very imprudent to expofe t.hc king’s penibn to the hazard of 
fucli an event ; tli.it it would be advifeable for his nvaielly to retire that 
very night to casb.'n, while the enemy, yet intoxicated with their vic- 
tory, would take no meafures to oppofc his retreat ; that when tiie sh ah 
flioald he at tall liberty, lie might eafily aflemblc an army, capable to 
vallc the llegc, and dei'lroy the Ai-cniANs : that at ail events, the lob of 
.r-FAHAN would be only th.e lofs of one city, which MAorrMuo could 
not keep witii fo fmail a number of troops-, whereas, if the king ihould 
ilint hiinfelf up there, the lofs of Isfahan would draw on that of the 
.monarcl'iy. 


This ipcecli feemed to convince the greatefl part of the aflembly 
when the \A\i,i of ARACiA, who I'.ad fo bafely betrayed his trulf that 
very ti.iy, and yef, by a ilrangc fatahtv,, vvws continued in his office, flood* 
up, and ipokc to tliis eftefl; " .!t is debating to a great difadvantage, 
“ juil after ilic Uils of a battle. Whiill men are aflcdteci with fear, in con- 


“ ieqnencc of a leccnt misfortune, whatever ‘heir natural Intrepidity and 
“ dlfccrnment m.iy he, rhey u.e but iii capable vT uiflinguliTiing the real, 
*• magnitude or ol-jc.Ts : even orudence lofcs its very n::iure, and be- 
“ trays itfeif A p'.M'., terror, eaufix' by a trilling uaforefeen aceKl.nr, 
*' has busrcb.cd tlie vibloiy out of cur hamds. Ought fuch an aeeidont, 
“ which i-s-not uncommon in w'ar, to make ua tremble before a wc;ik. 

3 arnh 



THE REIGN OF Part V. 


o U 

r- * 

< ( 

t. V 

rc 

4 < 


aiKl coiit'CM') piiblc ciicniy ? BciuicSj were it picrunjcd tliat their ciiicf 
will ur.dciiakc to lay liege to lb large and lo popu’ous a city r.a tlu^, lie 
hvuuUi hardly dare to enter it with the contemptible gang of robbers 
ab;)Ut liiin. What is there tltcn to iear ? If lie fhould be bohl enough 
to ;tppear beibre oar walls, the prefence of the sha:i will encourage 
t'lK'ir clefeiulcrs j and the whole cinptirc, incenkd at this attempt, will 


ily to the anidance of their fovcrcign. But if his majci'ly fiiouki dc- 
“ prtve thefe loyal inhabitants of tlie opportunity of exerting tnat va- 
“ lour, vv'hich his prefeuce ‘inlpires, fuch a llcp will not only ibna Jiis 
honour, but dillicartcn all his faitliful ful'jodts, and encourage the rc- 
“ volted : fuch a behaviour, much, fooner than the loice of ariiis, will 


“ onen iSFAiiAx to the com]ueror ; and tlic ic‘1 of tne empire, amazed 
to Ice a bafe sunni 'on the lacrcd tliroi.e of the fucccfi’us of aio, 


“ wjil not flir in dcRncc of their prince, becaule tliey will conclude 
his fate inctrlcvalde.” 


'I’hc bcldcft opinion prevailed over tire niofi; prudent. 5 hau nuisrnxj' 
was alhamed to abandon Ids capital, and tlicrefore determined to defend 
it; fo that notldng more was tiiouglit on, than to make a vigorous rc- 
filtance againll tlie enciny. New levies were made ; tlie l uuiou;) puut* cd. 
the walls were repaired ; intrenchments were thrown up in tliofe places 
which were mod expofed, and cfpecially at the head of tlie bridges whiclt 
open a communication with the fuburbs ; and every otiter precaution taken, 
that the proximity of the danger, and tlie inexperience of tlie minlflcrs 
would permit. Tlie vali of auabta wa.s appointed governor of the town; 
and SHAH HUSSt'iN font medengers to the khans of the difTerent provinces 
yet under his dominion, ordering them to repair with all the forces of 
their governments to honsar^, where they were to join the vali of lo- 
RisTAN, whom he had declared generaliffimo of his armies. In fine, 
this monarch, more fenfible than ever of the niiftake he committed in 
treating the vaih of gkorgia with fuch irnperioufnefs, font magnificent 
prefents to this prince, and wrote to turn in the mofi: prefiing ma;iner, 
to perfuade him to march to his afiifiance. 

Thefe 

* It may be prefunjcd that he pretended to be a schias, tbo’ lic was a sunni hhr.fclf. 
city is laid to be about Bve leagues from isf a.han. 
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Thefe regulations were prudent and fuitabic to the htuatlon of affairs ^ 
but in the interim proper care was not taken to provide for a f cgc. The 
inlrabitants oi: the open country, dying from the cnielty of the conque- 
ror, flung themfclves'in crowds into the city j infonuich that tlie public 
fquares, the gardens, and the Erects, were every day filled with this uie- 
ieis multitude. T'hc king, who did not confider the difference betwen a 
common man and a foklier, not only negledcd giving orders upon tliis 
fubjedl, but feemed to forget that there were no magazines of provilions 
in tire city ; and the didtates of fear fuggefling to liiar, that his fccurity 
niud arife from Iris numhers, he forbad upon pain ofdeatii, every perfon 
rn JSFAHAts', wlicthcr inltabitcnt or ftranger, to Itir from thence. In thff 
mean while, fbmc arahs who had been fent upon tiie fcout, having, 
I'-rought intelligence, that the rebels iiad left on the field of battle the 24 
r-icccs of cannon, which they had taken in the engagement, a detach- 
ment of troops was fent to bring back the artillery j which tliey executed 
without any obilruCtion from the enemy, who continued quietly in liicir 
camp. 


This inaClivity was owing to the wavering difpofition of maghwitd ; 
he, wh.o liad Inthcrto fhewn liiinfelf adlive and enterprizing, now j'eemed 
afloiidhecl at his o'.vn vidlory. T he little fuccefs he had at kherman 
and vEzn ; the vaif extent of Isfahan, and the number of troops within 
iis vv.'Jls, gave him reafon to apprch.cnd, tJiat the liege would be of long 
continuance ; and tliat tlie governors of the provinces would have time 
to cTufn liim with the joint forces of the empire: on the other hand, 
he could not vvltli honour, nor common fafety, abandon an enterprise, 
wiiich had already coft him fo much labour. Tlius Ins mind was agita- 
ted with thefe dilTercnt thoughts, when the return of the fpies, whom 
lie had feat into the city, removed his anxiety. By thefe he was inior- 
med of the great conffernation into which the Persians were thrown ; 


from wlience he concluded, that if inltead of giving the enemy time to 
recover thcmfelves, he liad purfued them to the gates of Isfahan, he 
might have made liimfclf mafter tliat very day of the king’s throne and 
perfon. He rcfolvcd therefore to purfue liis fortune. With this view he 
VoL. III. P 
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1722. began his march, and plundering every place by the way, he encamped 
the 1 2th of the fimc month with his whole army near cheerestan, a 
town a little to the eaftward of Isfahan. 

The PERSIANS finding the Afghans had abandoned the artillery above- 
mentioned began to think they had no intention to lay fiegc to the 
town ; but this motion of the enemy’s army undeceived them, as to the 
fond expedlation they had entertained, concerning the retreat of the Af- 
ghans. The firft ftep they took in confequence of tliis difeovery, was to 
abandon farabad, a country-palace three miles from Isfahan. Shah 
HUSSEIN, who had cxbaufted the treafiires amafied by the kings his pre- 
dccefibrs, to indulge his pafiion for building, had fpared no expcnce to 
render this palace worthy of a great monarch. In fabt, it was fo fpacious 
and magnificent, that he had often entertained thoughts of abandoning the 
capital, to make this his ordinary refidence. The palace was encom- 
palfed with ftrong lofty walls, flanked at fmall difiances with towers. In 
Jiis prefent circum fiances, this place ought therefore to have been con- 
fidered as a fortrefs which might incommode the enemy, or at leafi re- 
tard their operations j but the rebels %verc fcarce arrived at cheerestan, 
when orders were feat to abandon farabad j which was executed in fo 
imprudent a manner, that altho’ the Persian garrifon might have ea'ily 
carried off the cannon, they contented thcmfelves with burying them. 

This was too grofs a blunder to efcape the Afghans : fome of their 
fquadrons who were upon the fcout, hearing what had pafTed, marched 
witli all expedition, and took pofleffion of the caftle and its artillery, the 
9th of the fame month, without meeting with any oppofition : they 
were foon joined by the reft: of the army. Maghmud being now ad- 
vantageoufly fituated, and mafier of feveral pieces of cannon, determined to 
repair the lofs of time, occafioned by his late irrefolution j accordingly he 
mounted on lio'rfe-back, and appeared the fame day before julfa 

This town is fituated only a mile and a half fouth of Isfahan, on the 
fouth banks of the river zenderoud, or frefli river, on the fide of which 

it 

‘ It is h,ird to reconcile this conduift, otherwife than by fuppofing that the Afghans might lie 
igrioiaiit of the art of rendcrisig the tamion ufelefs, and finding tliem tuniberfonic, chofe to neglcft 
tfieni. 
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it is extended for almofl: three miles. It was founded by abas the great, i 7 
on the following occafion. The Armenians having revolted againft the 
TURKS, and fubniitted to this prince, he removed part of the inhabitants 
of ARMENIA into different provinces of Persia. Thofe of the antient 
jULFA, a town on the banks of the aras, were tranlportcd to Isfahan, 
from whence they afterwards removed, and fettled in this place, to whiclv 
they -gave the name of their former refideuce. The people who had been 
drawn from erivan, shirvan'”, and the lower Armenia, had fettled 
in the fuburbs of Isfahan ; but abas defirous of improving this new 
colony, obliged them to remove to jolfa, together with fome persees 
of the neighbourhood of kherman and yezd ; by this means, four new 
quarters were formed. Moft of the peksees took occafion to retire iVom 
thence, fo that of fifteen hundred fimilies, which were at firfl computed 
in their quarter, there remained only three hundred, all coinpofed of ar- 
tificers and labouring men. But the Armenians being an indufirions 
ad’tive people, applied thetnfelves to commerce, and by their care this 
colony foon arofe to a flourifliing condition. 

Abas 1 . was too great a politician, to neglecl any mcafure that miglit 
contribute to the welfitre of fuch an cflablifliment. He lent them con- 
fuierable fums of money, without demanding any intereft; he c.Kcmpteil 
them from all kinds of fervitude ; he granted them the Iree excrcilb of 
their religion; and in order to fereen them from the jcaloufy and avarice 
of the PERSIAN odicers, he allowed them a kaleneer of their own na- 
tion, to whom he affigaed a place at thofe celebrated fcafls, in wliich, 
purfuant to the cuftom of remoteft antiquity, the kings of PERSIA dine iu • 
public with the grandees of the realm. 

Some of the fucceffors of this prince followed the fame maxim, and 
JULFA ill a very little time became a confidcrable place. It had the appear- 
ance of a republic, founded in the riiidfl of a foreign nation ; no mahom- 
MEDAN was permitted to fettle there, and the rigor of the law of retaliation, 
caufed the inhabitants to, be refpeded even by the Persians themfelves. 

The ARMENIANS of jL’LFA tHus cncouragcd by fo neceflary a protedion, 

P 2 were 

^ Part of thc iJhticnt media. 
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1722. were m a thriving; condituon for many years ; and carried on in different 
parts of the world a confiderablc trade, which was very ufeful to the 
date. But the court at length, forgetful of its own interefts, grew tired 
of favouring them j and in shah hussein’s reign, their privileges, which 
hud fuffered fome diminution under his predteeffors, fell into contempt. 
Under this government, no regard was paid to the law of retaliation. The 
ecclefiaftics offended at the equality which this law eftablifhed between 
mufl'ulmen and chriftians, introduced a cuflom, that if a Persian killed 
an ARMENIAN, hc lliould expiate the crime by giving a load of corn to 
the relations of the deceafed. The Armenians confidered fo ignomi- 
nious and unjuft a treatment, as a mark of fervitude : but they had no 
relief, and were equally a fport to the avarice of the great, and the in- 
folcnce of the people. While they groaned under thefe calamities, induftry 
declined among them j and the fpirit of commerce, for wlrich they had 
been fo much diftinguiflicd, was in a great mcafure hupprctfcd ; fo that 
they thought of little more than to preferve their lives, and the property 
they had already acquired. 


C H A P. XVIII. 

'•Tbc covJiibi of the pF':rsi,AxNS toicards the Armenians c/ tulea. 7he 
AFGHANS //A'Vv tbcmjehes mafters of jofi aj their barbarities towards 
.Vv ARMENIANS. DefcriptlOtl of ISTAMkli. Maghaiud the 

bridge of shirass. 

^’I'^IIE ARMENIANS having been thus treated with great contempt, 
A it was feared they would cherlfli a refentment, which miglit in- 
duce them to change their m.ifters. The Persians, at leaff, tho’ they 
now flood in fuch need of their ferviccs, were jealous j and in this, as in 
many other inflances, prepared the way to their own ruin, for fear of 
being undone. For the Armenians, who are brave, and tenacious of 
tlieir property, it ought naturally to have been expeded, would have 
ftrugglcd hard to be delivered from a rapacious enemy : however, upon 
2 the 
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the firil; news of maghmdd’s arrival, the king enjoined them to ap-> 
pear with their military equipage before his palace, intending, as he faid, 
to entruft them with the guard of his perfon, during the abfbnce of his 
houfliold troops, who were going to march aguinft the rebels. The Ar- 
menians, flattered with this teflinaony of benevolence, repaired to the 
place appointed in great numbers j but no fooner were they drawn up, 
than they were commanded to lay down their arms, and difmifled with 
ftridl orders to deliver up what arms misjlit be flill remaiuin?, arnony 
them. Tlio’ fuch a mark of dillrufl; was more proper to provoke, tlnin 
to foften the minds of a brave people j yet as foon as the Armenians 
kiicw that the Afghans were advancing, they defired fucconr, offering 
to maintain the troops at their own expencc. They repeated their in- 
fiances, as the rebels approached j and finding that the vali of arabia, 
who had prornifetl to fend them alllllance, broke his word, they flill put 
thernfelves in a poflure of making as good a defence, as their fituatioii 
and circumftances would permit. 

Things were tlius iituated, when the Afghans appeared before julfa : 
tliev attacked the place as foon as they arrived, vvliich was in tlie night- 
tmu ukI the afiault lafled two liours. The heficged, in order to make 
the enemy believe tlicy had regular troops, called one another during the 
eng;;gement by plrsjan names j and tlio’ they were very indifkicnily 
aimed, vet they defended thernfelves with fo much bravery, that tire ut- 
moft the enemy could do, rvas to feizc upon a little cntrenciiment, wiiich 
had been thrown up in a hurry. Tire Armenians, encouraged by this 
fuccefs, waited for the vali of ARAUiA, deiigning to attack, the Af- 
ghans in their turn, as foon as they had any i'uccour ; but tlris general 
made them fenfible of the indifference Ire bore to the comnron caufe ; for 
inftead of keeping his word with tirem, cbferving that seffie myrza 
was marching during tire attack at tire Iread of a detachment of horfe, in 
order to make a dlverfion, he hindered him from proceeding any furtlicr, 
by reprefenting that the king his fatlrer did not intend that the prefump- 
tive heir of the crown fhould expofe himfelf to fo dangerous an encounter. 

This 

* This was husseis’s eidctl fon, who was of a ir.artial fpirlt, and ihcrtfoic an objeft of jealouly 
among the eunuchs. 
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;72?. This extraordinary proceeding, together with that of dirarming the 
ARMf.KfANs, induced people to think, that it was the king’s intention 
to ficiifice ‘jUhFA and its inhabitants to the fafety of the capital. ' Nor 
is it altogether improbable, that this weak prince, througli the inftiga- 
tion of his treacherous miniller, the vali of Arabia, might imagine 
iliat the AFGHANS would be contented with the wealth they fliould 
lind in that town, without perfifting in fo hazadous an enterprize *as the 
hegc of ISFAHAN. This Arabian prince, by religion a sunni, and 
adluated with tiic fame ambition as his father, who thirty years before 
had .attempted to I'hake oiF the Persian yoke, either held a correfpon- 
clency with maohimud, which is moft probable; or was governed by the 
pernicious maxim of thofe generals, who, to prolong their own autho- 
rity, do not chufe to terminate a war, when it is in their power to bring 
things to a fortunate iilue for their fovereigns and their country. 

The ARMKNMANS had not time to refreih themfelves after the fatigues 
of the firlf ail'uilt, but were prepxiring againft a fecond, when fomc of 
the beliegers taking the advantage of the obfcurlty of the night, went all 
round the town, to try if a breach was pra^licable in their walls of earth*. 
A PCRSFE in their fervice, undertook to pierce a hole through the wall j 
whicli having done to his purpofe, an elephant was brought up to it, 
and by his means a part of thofe feeble ramparts was broke down : n azr 
ULLA, who commanded the party, took poJTeffion of the breach; and 
the araxetnIANs iiciceiving that he waited only for day-light to enter, 
deputed tlie chief perfons among them, before the night was fpent, to 
treat of a capitulation. The Afghan heard their propofals, as one who 
was furc of conquefl : he obliged them to furrender at diferetion, and to 
ranfom their lives and effeds, by a contribution of 70,000 tomans p 

Hard as this condition appeared to the Armenians, maghmud added 
another more feverc : for fcarce had he been mafter of JuIfa, when he 
(demanded of the Armenians a certain number of young virgins, which 
they /houid pick out of the moft confiderablc families of their nation. 

The 

" 'ri.o!:- of ure cf the Cunc as I'mked arc alrnoil: all the fortified places m the 
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The AFGHANS were mafters of the town; fo that the Armenians had 1722- 
no other refolution to take than that of fubmiffion. All the young women, 
therefore that could be found, wlio were remarkable for their beauty, 
and whofe age exceeded nineteen, were brought before certain perfons 
appointed for this examination : thefe chofe fifty out of the number, and 
condu<flcd them to farauad, adorned with their richeft; cloaths, and with 
all their jewels, where they were prefented to the conqueror. Magh- 
Mun kept part of them for his own harram, and difiributed the remain- 
der among his principal officers. 

The ARMENIANS are very jealous of their honour, fo that nothing 
could cut them deeper than to deliver up their daugliters. The difoon- 
fblatc mothers made julf a refound w'ith their lamentations; fonie of 
thofe young maids were fo fhocked to fee themfelves abandoned to the 
enemies of their country, that they died with exceffive grief. The Af- 
ghans, whofe hearts could not but feel, in fome meafure, the diftrefs 
of thefe young women, and whofe religion by no means allows of any 
violence, Lent thofe home who were mod alfiidled ; and others were ran- 
fomed by their parents ; fo that in a few days, there remained but a very 
fmail part of them in this kind of flavery. 

TJic AFGHANS, humane in this refped, were inexorable in regard to 
the contribution. The Armenians pretending that the chief part of 
their effedts was in Isfahan, faid tiiey were under an abfolute impofii- 
bility of paying fuch a fum. They offered, however, to enter into an 
obligation of paying it, as foon as they recovered their effects, that is, 
upon the taking of the city, or at the conclufion of a peace. This was 
making the fruits of the firft fuccefs depend upon a new event. Maom- 
MUD, pretended to be fatislied with the propofal ; but as foon as he had 
their bond in his hands, he ordered three of the principal men among 
them, who had figned it, to be arreifed as fureties ; and pretending 
that his treafure was exhaufted, he infifted upon their paying imme- 
diately wliat money they had in their hands, as part of the fum. In 
confequence of this determination, he ordered their houfes to be fearclied. 

-7 The 
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17,22. The ARMENIANS, wliofc avaricc had caufed them to overflioot their 
mark*!, began to be fenfiblc of the folly they had committed, in endea- 
vouring to'cvade the payment; but it was too late to redtify the miftake. 
I'he odicers who made the fearch, dilcharged their commiflion with the 
utmoil exadlnefs ; carrying oiT every valuable thing they could find, as 
gold, filvetj jewels, moveables, rich filks, ^c. fo that the inhabitants, 
except tlie fecurity of their perfons, experienced on tliis occafion, alnioft 
every ad: of violence and barbarity, as when a town is taken by ilorm. 

All this wealth did not fatisfy the avaricc of tJie conqueror ; recourfe 
W'as liad to tortures, in order to increafe it. The principal pcrlons among 
the ARMENIANS wcre moft cruelly baftinadoed, to compel them to dif- 
cover the feveral cfFeds, which they, and their friends, were fuppofed 
to have concealed. None of them could withfiand the feverity of the 
torture, except dominic jaques kardelans, a man of weight and 
figure among his countrymen, and pretty far advanced in years, whom ail 
the rigor of this punilhment could not oblige to diicover any otlier pei- 
fbn. From this man and his brothers they took twelve thouiand tomans b 
in ready money, and feven thoufand ' from sherimans*; hence it is very 
probable, that what they got by plunder, greatly exceeded the furn de- 
manded: and yet it was valued at only twenty thouiand tomans", which 
he ordered to be firuck off from the feventy thouiand mentioned in tlie 
bond. 

Such adls of violence flung the w'hole town into the utmofl conflerna- 
tion : tlie miflionaiies withdrew to Isfahan, each order leaving only 
•one religious perfon in their houfe. The bifnop, and fome of tJie inha- 
bitants, took the fame rcfolution ; and though the Armenians were not 
ignorant, that the Persians accufed them of holding a eorrefpondcncc 
with the enemy, yet a great many of them had already thrown thcra- 
fclves into the town, and others were preparing to follow their example, 
when MAGHMUD ordered guards to be ported, to hinder any further 
defertion. 

While 

Sre remark, Vol. 1 . page 1 20. ^ 3r»oooA * 17, j 00, ‘ arc re- 

markable great trac?c]b to this day \ nathr in 1747, caufed fonie of diem to be burnt alive, to c.\ioit 
a eortfcirion of their wealth. “ 50,000/. in part of 175,000. 
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While j«CPA was thus a prey to the avarice and cruelty of the rebels; 
their chief was preparing to begin the fiege of Isfahan. This city is 
diftingui tiled, no Icfs for the magnificence of its buildings, than lot the 
vafl trait it inclofes ; the circunikrence being ordinarily computed at 24 
miles, including its gardens and fuburbs. It is fituated in a plain to tlie 
north of the zenderouc, which feparates it from julta. The fourcc 
of tliis river is diftant only three days journey: there arc various accounts 
concerning the courfe of it, but it is agreed to be of very fmall extent. 
-Abas the great caufed a channel to be ci!t tliro’ the mountains, tliirty 


leagues diilant, by which means t!ie waters of the river maiu’oi/d ker, 
were conveyed into tlic zenderoud; which renders it as wide and det‘]>, 
upon the meltiiig of the fnows in the Ij'ring, as the seine is in the v.iir- 


ter at VAP.i.i. 
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’Hierc is a communication between the two banks of the river by 
diiilvcnt bridges. The largeil and fineft is tliat of juefa : it is 360 gec- 
inetrical paces in length., and 13 in breadth; the two extremities of it 
are fianked by f)ur round tovaers, with a covered gallery, vv.hich ninges 
Oil both Tides, trie length of the bridge; tlic whole decorated with the 
nament.- of Persian architecture. It is joined by two cralc- 
wiih a Fcntle defeent to a double row of trees above 30CO 


richctl oni 
vvav.-:, made 

paces ;0!ig. Tisis deliglnfai alley is lined with tcrralles and plane trees: 
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-four gardens, and is bordered with gariicns 
wiiieli bclonri to the kin':, 'i he length of it is terminated by a large pa- 


v’.lion towards the town, and on the oppoiice fide by a IniildEVg, in 
the royal garden, called hazar jerip., or thoufand g.irdcns. The tewp 
cf luiFA on the one fide, and the iuburb of abasab.ed on the ot’ner, 
Orctch alon!.!; the zenderoe'd: from the inidge of jur . i a to inc bridge 
ABASABAD is ahout a mile and a halt; tire lafl is Ur called from the 
Eciclihov.ring iuburb, and ftrvcs as a communication to the wellcin ex- 
tremity of the town. 

The bridge of pAaPAROux, which is hi" diOant than that of ab vs.a- 
bad from the bridge of julfa, is the tnird wc me..!; v/hli d.:iec;mmg: 
c trie latter it is iiticu With palleries, aiid .a x.o't fo i.nich ii.ieiioi to 
VoL.Ill. " Q 
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k in arehkedore, as in length. About a rnile further, advancing eaR- 
\vard, is the bridge of shirass, fo denominated, becailfe it is the road- 
way from’ Isfahan to that city ; and hear it is the village of cheeres- 
tan. This city was now in its higheft pitch of fplendor, and efteemed 
the lar^ft and moft magnificent in asia *, with fix hundred thoufand 
inhabitants, exclufive of thofe crowd§, who had fled thither for flieltcr 
from different parts of the open country, and were reckoned near an 
hundred thoufivnd fouls. 

t. 

Such was the importance of this city, which magiimud dared to be- 
fiege with fo fmall an army. This young prince, who was ftill encamjied 
at FARABAD, oidcied entrenchments to be thrown up between the river 
and f ULFA j and the fame day he made himfeif mailer of this town, lie 
commanded fome fquadrons to prefent tbemfelves before the ramparts of 
ISFAHAN, to obferve the difpofition of the enemy. This dctachmenr, 
fupported by a confiderable part of the army, began to execute their or- 
ders ; but thepEusiANs, now recovered from their firfl panic, gave them 
fo warm a reception, that tliey w'cre obliged to retire, with fome lofs. 

Magiimud then marehed himfeif in perfon, intending to make a gene- 
ral afl'ault. The 2 1 ft of march he appeared at the head of his army, 
upon the banks of the zenderoud j but finding the river overflowr^. 
and the bridges ftrongly gu.irded, this a< 5 lion ended at the right, and in 
the center, in fome random fliots from their c.innon, which were very 
ill ferved; the aftair was more ferions to the left, for the officer who 
commanded that attack, giving way dcfignedly, drew the troops that 
guarded the bridge of aba^abad after him j upon vvhicli he faced about,, 
and brought on an engagement, in which about 200 men on each fide 
were (lain. The Persians ftill continued mafters of the bridge 3 and a 
retreat being founded, the Afghan army retired to their camp, after riding 
and hollowing, rather than fighting, for the fpace of fix hours. 

The befieged, who faw what paffed from the tops of the terrafics, with 
which the houfes of Isfahan are covered, began to alter the opinion which 
they had conceived of the enemy’s bravery. Their fpirits were greatly raifed 

upon 


f It is probable fome cities in china exceeded it. 
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upon rejflc^ling, how ill this laft attack had been contrived, and how 1722 
weakly executed : they now looked upon the flownefs of the Afghan 
chief in, advancing after the battle of gulnabad, and the great precau- 
tion he uied in entrenching himlelf, as a certain fign of a timorous difpo- 
fition ; but they were foon obliged to fly again to the defence of their 
rampaits. For maghmud being informed by l^is fpies in the city, of the 
efFcift of his imprudent enterprize, had taken a fudden refolution to re- 
eflablifli the reputation of his arms by fome flgna! exploit. 

With this defign his army appeared in battalia the 23d of the fame 
month, and while part of his troops were founding the river in different 
parts, as if they intended to ford it, the remainder fell fword in hand 
upon the pod which defended the bridge of shir ass. The Afghans 
behaved, on this occalion, with fo much refolution and bravery, that 
they overthrew the Persians at the very firfl: onfet. Their impetuofity 
carried all before them j they were already mafters of the bridge, and 
confidering the confufion into which the Persians were thrown, the 
rebels might have entered the town pell-mell along with them, had not 
ACHMED aga, a white eunuch, and a foldier of approved valour, whom 
the king had now deputed governor of Isfahan, come up with a body 
of veteran troops, and renewed the engagement. He drove the Afghans 
immediately back to the middle of the bridge ) and while both parties 
were fighting there with equal obftinacy, fome pieces of cannon, that 
Were in battery upon the banks of the river, were pointed f at the Af- 
ghans, which cleared the bridge, and put the rebels to flight. Ach- 
MF.D aga purfued them as far as their entrenchments, and made a ter- 
rible flaughter. Maghmud had been undone, if the vaeI of Arabia. 
had fallen upon him at the fame time with his troops; but this prince 
now confirmed his treachery, in the efteem of thofe who were not infa- 
tuated ; and facrificed his reputation as a foldier, as well as the welfare of 
the ftate, to his linifter purpofes 

y This Ttgriiil piece of fcrvice was performed by one jacof. a cou r t. a orn, v/ho fro rn :i cart- 
wrijrht, was made au olhcer of the artillciy. As gcneralifliino he ht;d hfiy toman?, f>i* J 2 ; 

a day, but tlxis motive only could not have indaced him to make a fatrilicc of thofe whole pat ha: 
received. 
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MkQimxJT) fi'tnli a- depufaikn to xsvKUA'ii ’wiih propofah of peace, which 
arc refufcd. He makes himfef maficr of the bridge auasabad, aad 
invefts the city. The troops marching to the relief of the befegcd are 
d’feated. Gallant behaviour of the inhabitants of p>en Isfahan. "Irea- 
chcrous condiidi of the v a l i of Arabia. Df cat op the k h a n p 

COHKILAN. 

M AGHMUD was greatly di{lieai‘tened at his dhappointmcnt in tlie 
laft adlion; the proniifcs of the vali of Arabia were his cliici 
dependance j and yet what feciuity could he liave ot the fidelity ol z 
traitor ? Thus he was perplexed in what manner he fiiould proceed. 
The vigorous defence made by the belieged, and the repulies iic met with 
in his feveral attacks, alarmed his fears, Icfi. liis troops might become 
ditpiiited, if his next attempt Ihoukl meet witli no belter luccds, iic 
knew, however, that Isfahan vviis deflitute of provilions, and that it 
mull fill}, if he, eouid cut oiT all communication between that city and 
the country : but for this purpofe, it was ncctllary for tlie conuriunica- 
tion of his troops, to tlirow a bridge over the river; or to make iiimfclf 
mailer of one of tliofe vvhicli liad keen fb gallantly maintained by tlie 
PERSIANS' : belides, tlie greatnc.f; cl the circumference rendered this pro- 
icafl extrenicly dangerous, as tlie iiege could not be turned into a block.idc, 
Vvitliout giving the khans of th.e provinces time to affcmblc; and tlie 
jandion of any body of forces with tiiofe in the city, muft render his 
onterprize abortive. In order to obtain a peace, the king had fume time 
before offered him a large fum of money, with the fovercignty of kan- 
jiAHAR, and confented to yield up alfo tlie province of hassarai, but 
refilled to grant him one of the princciles his daughters in marriage. This 
rclufal determined magumud to lay liege to ISFAHAN, at a time wlien he 
was thinking how to fcciire an honourable retreat. 

But now he refolved to try what he could do by negotiation, of which 
his enemies had fet Jiim the example. He therefore deputed one of his 
2 principal 
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principal officers, with a eommiffion to offer to raife the fiegc, and to 1722. 
agree to a peace, on condition that the king would give him one of 
the princeffes his daughters in marriage, with a portion of 'Hfty thou- 
fand tomans *; and acknowledge him as fovereign, not only of Kan- 
dahar and KfiERMAN, which he already pofleffed, but iikewile of the 
province of khorasan, which fliould be yielded to him by the firr.e 
treaty. 


Shah nussf iN was under great perturbation; but the conditions ap- 
peared very diffionourable. The manner in which the Afghans had 
hitherto conduced tiiemfcives, had flattered him into a belief, that the 
governors of the provinces, anti the tributary princes would have time to 
march to his aflitlaricc, a'ld there was then no reafin to doubt but the 
enemy would be crunjed ; lie therefore rejedeti thefe propofals. 
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0.1' OH INS coaid not divide tlic'mfclvcs into fo many bodies, as there were 
places to occuj-jy, without ruiining the rifk of being beaten in kparatvo 
detacliincnts: thefe difliculties did iiot retard MACH'vn.'o, w.ho lecrctly 


renewing Ids en a axemen ts with the vAci of A 
tlioiights to the execution of his project. 


or A, applied all hi 


After he had taken this rcib'ution, he dctaclicd ditlercnt boddes qf 
troops to ravage the diftrict of i;r ahan. Tins territory contained above 
one thoufand villages, built by the orders of ai:as the great, wlio peo- 
pled tltem not only with the natives of irac AonEMi, but likewife with 
fcvcral umilies which he tranfported thither from other parts of the em- 
pire, Tire plain is very fruitful, and produces provifions lufliciont to main- 
tain both the inhabitants of tlic open country, and thofc of the capital. 
The AFcaiANS charged with tliis commifTion, took poflciTion of fume of 
thefe villages by main force, of otliers by cuttting off the v.Mtcrs, and 


manv 
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,17^22. many were abandoned upon tlieir approach j mfomuch that the nnmbet 
of thofe which by an objftinatc refiftanee had tired them out> and cfcaped 
falling into' their hands, was very fmall, The Afghans, according to 
the barbarities of the caft, put moft of the men to the fword, and brought 
off great numbers of the women and cliildrcn into iLivery : it is fiid that 
upon making a diftribution of them, five or fix fcli to the fhare of every 
private foldier. The Afghans then fent home the Armenian girls, that 
were yet left in their pofleffion. 

T-his expedition ferved not only to Cut off all forage and provifions from 
the city, but like wife to bring great plenty into their own camp. Their 
magazines being thus filled, tliey might now inveft the place without 
being obliged to fend out detachments for provifions or forage. This was 
of the greater moment, as maghmud had waited in vain for a reinforce- 
ment from KHERMAN and kandahar ; however, he augmented his forces 
by making foldiers of many of thofe who had followed his army as me- 
nial fervants, fupplying their places with prilbners whofe lives he had 
fpared. 

From the affair of the bridge of shirass, till the latter end of apuil, 
that is, during the whole time they were plundering the open countrvj 
MAGHMUD had amufed the befieged with different negotiations ; hut as 
fbon as he had recruited his army, and his different detachments had joined 
him, he refblved to break off this kind of truce. The great objedl he liad 
in view for the prefent, was to open a paffage over the river, which a 
particular accident gave him a favourable opportunity of accompl idl- 
ing. The head of the bridge abasabad was covered by an entrenchment, 
lined with fome pieces of cannon. A detachment of Georgians, to whom 
the defence of this bridge was entrufled, had obtained a fupply of fpiri- 
tuous liquors : Maghmud was no fooncr informed of this incident, wdiich 
happened the laft day of April, than he detached fifteen hundred men 
to attack them. The Georgians, as he had forefeen, were all ftupified, 
or not able to (land, fo that they were cut to pieces, hardly making any 
refiftance j and the Afghans having made themfelves maflers of this im- 
portant poft, fecured the poffeffion of it, by turning the artillery againff 
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the enemy * Part of the army filed off immediately over this bridge, and 1722; 
fjjread themfeives all round the town. Guards were placed at the principal 
pufiages, and fcouts ordered to march continually from one of thefe polls 
to the other, fo that Isfahan was that fame day entirely invelled. 

This fuccefs alarmed the befieged ; they had for fome time made earneff 
application for liberty to attack the enemy ; but now their requcll was 
changed into murmurs. They loudly declared that maghmud dreading 
the bravery of the Persian troops, which Jie had fo lately experienced, 
was determined to avoid all occafion of fighting, and endeavoured to de- 
llroy them by famine ; that to temporize on fo prefiing an occafion was 
betraying the common caufe; that it was no longer time to deliberate f 
that their only rclburce was to march againll the rebels, before hunger 
had deftroyed part of the citizene, and rendered the reft unable to make 
ufe of their arms. This generous and prudent refolution, if it had been 
carried into execution, would in ail probability have quaftied their enemies, 
and it really was the only expedient left. The athemat doulet and 
moil of the grandees were of this opinion, and even the king thought 
fo himlelf; but this unhappy prince foon changed his fentiment. The 
vALi of ARABIA had fo difguifed his treacherous purpofes, as to have an 
abfolute afeendant over his weak and flubluating mind : and tho’ after 
what palled, this fatal advice ought in ail reafon to have confirmed what 
might otherwife be only a ftrong fufpicion of treafon, yet he calily pre- 
vailed on 11USSEIM to temporize, in hopes of tlie fuccours which he ex- 
pedlcd. 

The inhabitants of Isfahan began now to feel the dreadful eftedls of 
famine ; and all tlieir hopes feemed to vanilh. The governors of the pro- 
vinces looking upon thcmfelves as able, each feparately, to beat the re- 
bels, had refufed to ferve under ali jmerdan khan, vAtl of loRIStan, 
who, in conformity to the orders of the court, appeared at the head of 
ten thoufand men at hgnsar, where he expedted they would join him, 
Cassum, khan of the UACViARiANs ‘’j was the firft who appeared with 

twelve 

^ JBaktittar, in phrsiC; ilgnifies happy. Thef.; arc the bactiari an s htuate weic of Isfa- 
han ; tlic ordinary fcudencc ofwhofc khan, k laid to bt the town of hcn'3ak.. Tiufe people in-' 

habit 





tweWe thou (and horfc, and advanced towards jisr ah an 
OL A kept the field with a (lying caiHp, he (hll upon when he 

W'as lead expedled. Two thouland bactiarians were killed in this cn- 
gagemeiit, and the reft were ditperled aiid put to flighfi 


The love which tlie vali of loRist an bore to his- country, gave liim 
a quick fenfibiVity of this misfortune ; thongh it was an efredl of tlie coj-- 
tempt iliswn to his autljuiity. This prince I'.-.id been baniflied for ibme 
time to KHERMAN, by tin: arjifice of one of his brothers, who lupplantcd 


him in his comniand of VALX i but as foon as he knew that the Afghans 
were nuircJiing towards the capital, he came to ofrer Ids ftrvices. Ihs 
experience and valour, virtues fo neceffavy in thele drcunvftances, were 
ft) w'cU known, that he w^as rcinllatcd in his principality ; and he iufti- 
fled this mark of confidence, by the bravery wdth wlu'ch lie behaved at 
the battle of guln abad. But not fatisfied with having given tliis mark 


of fidelity lie had, fince the commencement of the iiege, amriffed a 
quantity of provifion, and defigned to force one of the pods be longing to 
the rebels, and to conv iy it into Isfahan, lie was juft upon ilie pcint 
of making this attempt j when his brother defeated the dclign, by a new 
piece of treaciicry. 


This wretch, who was ambitious of a dignity which he did not 


merit'. 


and to which, as a younger brother, the order of birth gave liim no 
right) took trie opportunity to debauch part of his brother’s troops, a!',d 
to t.ikc the command bimfelf, at a time when this prince Was gone upon 


a iourney of (ome days, in order to m.ike new levies ; and as he was roow 
fnafter of the convoy, and of a confidcrable number of foldicrs, without 
waiting his brother’s return with fi'efli forces, he joined the khan of ha- 
MAD.AN, and marched wdth him to the relief of Isf ahan. But his per- 
fidy, tho’ it might have a mixture of virtue, was attended with a fninal 
punifhment. Thcfe two chiefs h.ad 6000 men under theircommand, and 
expected to be able to join the troops of cobkilan upon their march ; 


but falling in with tire body of Afghans commanded by aman ola. 


V itiiin 


ertilcrn of the defer:::-. tovv”-.rds n.-\r:r) \t : tlicy .live ir.oiViy in tCBt.s and arc divided iuro 
tv/) tv’lvA, c.iiiHti cij AH A R-bi-NG and ei’h ling* They fo have embra.\A; c’H'iiliarjfy un.lcT 

CVS : T .. 1 ! b ft the a a t. \r. 
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witliin three days journey of Isfahan, they were attacked before they 
had time to recover their furprizej above 3000 of their men fayed them- 
felves by flight, among whom was the brother of the vah of loris- 
TAN : yet he did not long elcape the fate he feemed to deferve j for al t 
MERDAN khan, ptovokcd at an adion which defeated the chief hopes 
of the empire, facrificed this unnatural brother to his own refentment, 
and to the public vengeance. 

Aman OLA having taken poflefiion of this convoy, with all the bag- 
gage ofihe PERSIAN troops, was fully icnfible of the great confequence 
of his vidory ; but he flained the luflre of it by his cruelty. Part of the 
PERSIANS had laid down their arms, upon promife of quarter j yet he paid 
no regard to his word, for he faved only thofe from whom he expeded 
a confiderable ranfom, abandoning the refl: to the inhumanity of his fol- 
diers, who killed them in cold blood. 

Three miles from Isfahan, there is a town called ben Isfahan % 
fituatcd on the declivity of a hill, and fortified with the addition of fome 
art, at the foot of which extends a plain, which feveral rivulets of run- 
ning water contribute to render as fruitful as it is agreeable. After the 
battle of GULNABAD, many flocked thither from the neighbouring vil- 
lages, fo that there was a number of men capable to bear arms ; and thefe 
liad been extremely adive in harafling the enemy. Having now re- 
ceived intelligence, that the Afghans were returning to their camp 
after their vidory, much fiitlgued with the march, and without obferv- 
ing any order 3 they attacked them with great valour, and with an eager 
thirfl of revenging the death of their countrymen, infomuch that they 
put them to flight, and feized on their baggage and convoy. 

Maghmud was fo much provoked at this affront, which might have 
been attended with dangerous confcquences in the prefent fituation of 
his affurs j that he inftantly mounted on horfe-back, and putting him- 
felf at the head of a body of cavalry, overtook the enemy as they were 
returning home with their booty. Fortune however favoured this prince 

as 
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172 2. as little as It had done his general. Thefe peafants gave him fo warnri' 
and fo refojute a. reception, that after cutting part of his troops in pieces^ 
they obliged him to turn his back, and to leave them a confiderabie num-- 
her of prilbners, among whom were his uncle, his younger brother, aiKi 
two of his eoufins. 

The vexation caufed by this frefli difgrace, did not aiFe<£t maghmud- 
fo tenderly, as his fears for the prefervation of perfons whom he loved, 
and Who were fo nearly related to him, As foon as he returne|^ to his 
camp, he fent an officer to shah hussein, entreating him to interpofe 
his authority in their behalff and this prince glad of an opportunity of 
doing an adf of humanity, and ftill fondly expeding an accommodation, 
immediately difpatched mirza rahim, one of the officers of his court. 
The AFGHANS efcorted this mefTenger as far as ben Isfahan : he made 
all pofliblc expedition, but he arrived too late^ for at his entering the 
town,, he faw the dead bodies of the captives fixed upon {lakes ; when 
he complained at their having aded fo precipitately, in an affiiir of thaL' 
importance, they llopped his mouth by telling him ; that barbarians who, 
contrary to their promife, had murdered their prifoners in cold blood, 
ought not to be furprized, if they fliould meet with fuch treatment in 
tlieir turn, when there w^as no promife given. Tho’ maghmud miglit 
naturally have expeded thefe reprilals, they flung him into a kind of 
frenzy. He immediately ordered ail the Persians' in bis power to 1)0 
mafiacred upon the fpot j and not contented with-fo cruel a revenge, lie 
forbid his men to grant any quarter hereafter to the enemy. His minrl 
was agitated for fome days with the emotions of grief and revenge ; but 
as foon as he recovered, and began to refied ferioully, he fell into a llato 
of defpondency. He had never flattered himfelf with the hopes of redu- 
cing ISFAHAN, but by the reputation of his arms ^ and wdicn that was 
loft, he could hardly exped, that the vALi of Arabia would be able to 
prevent the befieged from taking advantage of liis difgraces,, by attacking 
him in their turn ; or eUb, that this treacherous general, alarmed at his ill 
fuccefs, would ceafe to favour a party, which fortune feemed to have aban- 
doned. In thefe embarafling circumftanccs, he reinforced the guards of 

the 



Chap.XIX, SHAH SULTAN HUSSEIN. 131 

the bridge ABASABADj and the other poftsj and leaving only a very 1722* 
foiall garrifon in JULFA, he ordered the remainder of his army to return 
to FAR A BAD, as if hc intended to fecure his retreat. 

The fate of the empire was then in the king's hands. He might have 
eafily forced fome of thofe pofts which were at too great a diftance to be 
able to fupport each other ; and if he had done that, or even made a 
feint towards it, there was reafon to prefume that the enemy would have 
abandoned their fevcral Nations ; and inftead of befieging, would have 
been befieged themfelves. The Armenians of julfa, who were ac- 
cufed of favouring the rebels, and yet continued always faithful to their 
fjvereign, to whom they gave exadt intelligence of every thing that was 
pafling, figiializcd their zeal on this occa/ion. They gave notice to the 
court of the confternation which had fpread itfelf throughout the camp 
of the AFGHANS } and in order to induce them to make a proper ufc 
of it, tliey offered to put the garrifon of julfa to the fword, as foon 
as they could fee the king’s troops engaged with the enemy. This was 
filch a propofil as no one in their right fenfes could refufe to accejit, 
for there was great probability of its fuccceding; and the Afghans would 
then have been inevitably undone. If the bridge of abasabad had been 
attacked on both fules, at one and the fame time, it could never have held 
out j the detachments placed at the feveral pofts, deprived of all hopes 
of fuccours, or even of a retreat, w’ould have been forced one after an- 
other ; and the remainder of the army, invefted at farabad, to all hu- 
man appearance would have been reduced to the neceflity of imploring 
the clemency of the Persians: the leaft benefit they could exped; froin^ 
fuch an enterprise, muft have been the opening a paflage for the con- 
voy which the inhabitants of ben-isfahan had recovered. 

Thefe advantages were fo evident, that the king could not help feeing 
them; and the troops received orders to ad in confequcnce : but the 
VALi of ARABIA their commander, preferved the Afghans from this 
danger. Tiiis prince judging that his treacherous condud would be dif- 
covered, if the enemy raifed the .Je, marched out of the town, but 
with a fall refolution not to fight, lie evaded coming to adion for fome 

R 2 days. 
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1722. (lays, under pretence that he waited for a body of troops. Which, accord* 
ing to the advices he had received, was fet out from one of the provinces, 
and could hot be long upon their march j and having by this delay cooled 
the king’s ardour in regard to his project, and given maghmud time to 
provide for his fecurity, he brought his army back into the city 3 allcdging, 
that as the fuccours did not come, he did not think it prudent to hazard 
an a£tion, which was to decide the fate of the empire, upon the promife 
of fo fufpeded a people as the Armenians of julfa. This ftep faved 
MAGHMUD, and a new event foon revived his hopes. The khan of 
COHKILAN, being ignorant of the defeat of the troops which were to join 
him, was in full march towards the capital, when he was attacked, as 
the others were before him, -at a time he did not imagine the enemy fo 
near j and after lofing two thoufand men in the engagement, he made 
the beft of his way back to his province with eight thoufand men. 


CHAP. XX. 

Shah hussein applies in -vain to the vali of Georgia for afijlance. He 
declares bis fan ta:hmas myrza his fuccejfor. Tvehmas efcapes from 
ISFAHAN, and endeavours to raife an army to ?narcb to the afjijlance of 
bis father. Famine in Isfahan. Achmed aga makes a vigorous fully 
to open a pajfage for a convoy of provifions, but is defeated by the treachery 
of the VALI of ARABIA. Death of achmed aga, 

T he a.fHI(flion which this news caufed in Isfahan, was increafed 
by another piece of intelligence, received foon after it. The king 
depended upon the Georgians as his deliverers; the valour of thofc peo- 
ple was equally known to the Persians, and the rebels 3 and tliere was 
no reafon to doubt, but the enemy would raife the fiege, upon the firll 
notice ol their march. From this perfuafion, shah hussein wrote in 
the mod prelfing terms to their prince, immediately after the battle of 
GUENABAdi.but the proud vacht'- ’^-a, not being yet able to overcome 
the mortification which this monatCa had given him, by preventing his 

revenge 
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revenge oft the LESGEEi!, adhered to the rafli oath he had made on that 1722. 
ocealioni and by his prefent refufal to fight, facrificed the whole empire. . 

As foon as it was known, that no afliftance could be expelled from 
the GEORGIANS ; the apprehenfions, which the inexperience of the rebels, 
and the advantages obtained over them, had in fome meafure fulpended, 
revived with greater force. All hopes of fuccefs were now baniflied j 
and the minds of the people were intirely filled with the ideas of their 
part misfortunes, and thofe with which they were yet threatened. It 
was notorious, that the governors of the provinces were fully refolved not 
to fubmit to the authority of the vali of loristan ; and the defeat of 
the khans of the nACTiARiANS, of hamadan, and coHKinAN, was a 
proof that no good was to be expedled, fo long as they refufed to unite 
under the fame commandpr. 

As the danger increafed every day, the king thought it high time to 
enter into Ibmc meafures, to prevent the whole royal family from being 
involved in one common ruin. This monarch had fourteen fons, and 
four daughters. Three days after the battle of gulnabad, he had de- 
clared ABAS MYRZA the cldeft, his fuccelfor to the throne, and refigned 
the care of the government into his Jiands. This young prince being of 
a very warm temper, and difdaining to diliimulute, began his adminillra- 
tion with ordering the vali of Arabia, the firft pbyfician, and fome 
other perfons of figure, to be put to death : however, they contrived to 
ward off the blow, by obtaining of the king to fbut him up again in the 
feraglio ; where, according to the policy of the fiate, he had been hither- 
to confined with his brothers. Seffie myrza, who followed him in 
order of birth, was fubftituted in his ifead, but did not fucceed better > 
for the courtiers judging him too weak to govern, about a month after he 
underwent the fame fate. The third brother was not chofen, becaufc 
the too fcrupulous attachment which he profefied to the duties of religion, 
feemed to difqualify him for fuch an office j fo that taiHMAs '' myrza, 
who was next to him in order of birth, was acknowledged towards the 

end of MAY, prefumptive heir of the crown. 

' The 

^ This prince’s right name is t.«m ashed, which in the antient peiisjak iarguage moil 

pure. 
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The latter ciiid of jume, the king rcfolved to fend this young pirinec 
diit of ISFAHAN. The defire of fecuring in his perfon a legitimate fuc'^ 
ceflbr, was not .the only motive, which induced him to take this refo- 
lutionj he was alfo willing by this means, to deprive his generals of all 
pretence of difobedience^ hoping that the diflicuity they made to unite 
the forces of their refpedtive governments, would no longer fubfifi:, as 
foon as they had orders to allcmble under the command of the prefump- 
tive heir of the crown. Aman ola, who had been fent with fomc for- 
ces to attack the troops, which were marching to the relief of Isfahan, 
was not yet returned, and in's abfcnce weakened the main army of the 
AFGHANS } infomuch that they could hardly fupply forces fufHcient to 
guard the difierent polls, which fhut up the fevcral avenues to the town. 


Ta^hmas myrza being' determined to fohow the directions of the 
king his father, fet out from Isfahan the aifl of June in the night, 
efcorted by three hundred chofen horfe. Mahommeo kmik, farnamed 
ASHREFF' SULTAN, fon of MIR ABDALLAH, whom MAGHMUD had de- 
prived of his throne and life in kandahar, commanded tiie pofi which 
intercepted the communication between tlic town and the coun.try, cn 
the fide of the gate tokchi. Maohmud's mother was cxtrcnK’ly fond 
of this young lord, and had by her intreatics laved him more than once 
from the cruelty of her fon. Ashreff dificmblcd the avcrlioa he had 
conceived againfi; tiie murderer of his father ; and behaved vvitih fb much 
prudence and valour on every occafion, at the iame time giving fucli dc - 
monflrations of zeal for the interell of his chief, that at length he gaincil 
.his confidence, as w'ell as the elieem of the whole army. 

This poll w^as the beft guarded, as it was by the TOKcm-gate the city 
could mofl conveniently receive fuccours. 7 /ehmas intended to furprizc 
it, and to force his way through, in order to retire to casbin. He ad- 
vanced by the favour of the night ; but could not efcape the vigilance of 
the enemy, whom he found under arms, and' ready to oppofe him. 
Tho’ the AFGHANS were inferior in number to the troops of i'/khmas 
MYr$mA, yet the engagement continued very obfiinate and bloody, till 
^ ASHREFF-, 


♦ AsHREFr fip.nifies rooU noble. 



G8a|?i :^X. SHAH aULTAN HUSSEIN. 135 

uitsuREFF, after bfiitg a great part of his men* was obliged to retire to a 172** 
neighbouring fort* to favc the remainder of his people from the fury of 

the EERSIANS.- » 

Tills event filled the befieged with hopes : they flattered thcmfelves that 
the prefence of the prince would raife compaflion in every breaft j and 
that he would foon be in a condition to refeue them from the miferies in 
which they were involved. The Afghans on the contrary were in great 
confternation to hear that the heir of the diadem had efcaped, and might 
foon return at the head of an army. Maghmuo in particular fell Into a 
tranfport ofrage; the captivity of the whole royal family being the greateft 
advantage he had to exped from the taking of Isfahan, He was heard 
to fay in the vehemence of his wrath, “ that it would be to little purpofe 
“ now to reduce the capitaJj iiiicc there would be flill a prince able to 

difpute the throne with him-.’’ His paffion prevailed over his rea- 
foM fo much, that though ashkeff had behaved fo gallantly, he accu- 
led liiai of holding a correfpondence with the enemy j and condemned- 
him to death. 

So paliioiiate and nnjuft a fentence However did not take place. Ash- 
RKFF appeared before an aflembly of the principal oftkers of the army, 
to vindicate his innocence-, he reprefeiited to them, that the pofl which 
lie had guarded, W'as, like fevcral others, weakened by the detachment 
made from the arnw under aman 01. a* and conlllled only of one hun— 
drcil men when tajhmas appeared : that this prince was at the head of 
a much more numerous body of troops, exceedingly well mounted, and 
compofed of feveral perfons of dillinftion of the braveil foldiers about, 
the court : that notwithftanding thefc circuiuftances, he went out of his 
entrenchments to meet the prince } but fo fmall a number of foldiers as 
lie had under his command, however gallantly they might behave, could 
»ot hinder the Persians from forcing tlicir way fvvord in handj and that, 
as a proof of his vigilance, thirty of his men w'erc killed on the occafion. 

’rhere is little room to imagine that ashreff was falfe to his trull; i for 
maghmud having neither children nor brother of a proper age to fucceed 
him, this young lord might be conlidercd as his heir. The divan pro- 
8 nouoced 
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jyz2> nounccd in his favour j and maghmup, djfguUlng his fufpicions, rcRored 
ASHREFF to his employments. 

During this tranfadion in the camp of the rebels, t^ehmas myrza, 
after a forced march of twenty-four hours, reach’d cashan, he then 
proceeded to kqom, and from thence to casein. This young prince 
had fo great a fenfibility of the danger, in which he had left the king his 
father, that he fpared no pains to compafs his delivery : but private inte- 
jcll, and the fpirit of independency, intirely baffled an authority which 
had ho force to fupport it j fb that neither his orders nor entreaties pre- 
vailed. The greatefl part of the people in the neighbourhood of Isfa- 
han, had been difperfed through fear; and want of refolution now hin- 
dered them from uniting. Befides thofe bodies already mentioned, which 
found pretences to avoid coming to the afliflance of the capital j the 
troops of GANjA excufed themfelves, aliedging they were occupied in 
oppofing the incurfions of the lesgees, who were endeavouring to take 
advantage of the troubles. The forces in tavris had mutinied againft 
their khan, lately fent them from court, and confequently refufed to 
obey the orders of the prince : thus the king hardly received any affifl- 
ance from near 50,000 regular troops, whicli were quartered on thofe 
frontiers 

The feudatory princes of the empire, being Icfs interefted than the 
natural fubjedts, in the prefervation of the monarchy, fliewed as little zeal 
on this occafion ; and many confidered the extremity to which their 
fovereign was reduced, as a proper opportunity to recover their indepen- 
dency. ThevALi of LORisTAN, who kept flill in the neighbourhood of 
HONSAR, feeing the impofflbility of affembling an army, marched back 
with his troops into his own country. 

The only hopes which t^hmas had now left, was to find more fub- 
miflion in the shah seven *. Tashmas having fummoned this militia, 

moft 

^ Shah sulimav, the predecciTor and father of hussejn, maintained 130,000 men on the 
frontier?, without reckoning his houfhold troops, which were 14000 men. t The well 

affedipned to the king ; this is a name they give to a militia, very little different from that of the 

4 ZAJM5 
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fhoft of thofe lords pretended they were not obliged to marob, unlefs the 172 
king commanded in peribn ; and the finall number furnilhed hy the reft, ' 
confifted only of peafants ill kept and ill paid j who, conceiving a dillike 
to military fervice, from the fatigues of their march, foon difbanded, and 
returned to their home, before they had reached the general rendezvous. 

In the mean while, the fcarcity of provifions incrcafed, and the be- 
fieged became defperate. The grandees, as well as the common people, 
plainly law that the only way to open a paffage for a convoy of provihons, 
was to attack the pofts of the enemy. The king, yet incapable of lup- 
porting any rcfolution of himfelf, referred thofe who came to him to the 
vAnr of ARABIA. This general flattered them with the hopes of the 
prince’s return ; anct whcji tlieir importunities obliged him to march out 
of the. town, he c.une back immediately, without making any attempt, 
under the idle pretext, that his aftrologcrs declared that the hour was not 
favourable. Whether the bclieged faw into his artifices, or the fear of 
frarving prevailed dver their obedience, they grew tired of thefe evafions ; 
and in the beginning of July affembled in a tumultuous manner, dc- 
•inanding with loud cries that shah hussein ftiould come forth, and 
lead them againft the enemy. 

Til is prince, who had been fo cowardly as to fiiut himfelf up in the 
feraglio fince the beginning of the fiege, rvas far from yielding to fuch a 
pvopofal. He ordered fotne of his otlicers to let them know, tliat lie 
would give his anfwer the next day j but the populace infirting tliat 
he ftiould appear himfelf, the eunuchs dlfperfed them by firing fomc 
niufquet ftiots from the palace. So extraordinary a beliavlour, under fuch 
circumftanccs, might have occafioned a general infurrcclion, if achmi d 

AG A, 

yaims and iNSAUiOTfi in turkbv. It was edaMluied by the great, and conlirted o; 

per Tons ehoicn amnng the nobility, to whom lie i?;ave Ur.us, on tondstion rlicir leralini;- a cenain 
nuniber of their vallah; into the held, when the fovercijtn Hio dd ’have occaCion for them. This 
body, which amounted at thtit time to 300,000 nini, wa.'i the hil reibit in any cxtrcini'v o! fuddvn 
danger ; but an thcTe employments were, hereditary, and, under the late reign-:, very little care /.ad 
])eeii taken to oblige the holders of thetb poiTclhous to dilcharge tlieir duty, they no longer l;>o]vcd 
upon them in any other light, than as !eg.il tdbtcs. Of this a very melancholy €xperimca.c wa:: mad? 
on the prefent occafion. 

VOE. III. 


s 
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f 722. AG A, governor of Isfah an, had not prevented the ill conrcquences of 

' it. * This gallant eunuch put himfelf at the head of a body of veteran 

troops, and joining as many of the people as offered thcmfelves, he 

marched out of the town at the head of near thirty thoufand men, who 
were foon followed by the vali of Arabia and his Arabs. 

As foon as they got out of the gates, they fell with great impetuofity 
on one of the principal pofts belonging to the enemy j the troops which 
guarded it were obliged to give way to numbers; and tho’ part of the 
rebel army came immediately to their affiftance, yet achmkd aga would 
have maintained his ground, if the vali had not deferted him, Achmeij, 
provoked at fo infamous a behaviour, could not dillemble his refentment. 
He ordered his men to fire on the Arabians ; and at the fame time gave 
directions to t.^hmas khan, one of his principal officers, to attack them. 
This divifion flung the troops into diforder ; which the Afghans per- 
ceiving, charged them with new vigour, fo that the Persians being al- 
moft hemmed in, were obliged at length to abandon the pofl, aixl retire 
under their ramparts. 

The intent of this filly was to open a palTage for the convoy above- 
mentioned, which in all probability would have been followed w'ith tfie 
raifing of the liege. Achmed, who had formed the projeCt, fpared no 
pains to render it fuccefsful ; but neither his valour nor conduCl; could 
fereen him from the difpleafure of the king, who feemed to have fo little 
difeernment, as to fhew no refentment againfl any but thofe who were 
' faithful to him. This monarch was fo infatuated by the artful diicourfe 
of the VALI of ARABIA, as to impute the misfortune intirely to achmed 
AGA : he blamed him openly for fighting in compliance with tlic im- 
portunity of the people, and without orders from the’ general: but above 
all, he condemned him for firing upon the Arabians: and refufing to 
give ear to what he had to alledge in proof of his innocence, much kfs 
to give him an opportunity of proving the perfidy of the Arabian 
prince, he took the government of the city from him. The fiiithful 
ACHMED could nqt furvive this difgrace, together with the approaching 
ruin of his country. Whether he took poifon the night following, or 
8 grief 
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grief overwhelmed him, he died a few days after j and the king too late 1722. 
regretted the lofs of a man, whofe diftinguifhed zeal, bravery, and ex- 
perience, might have faved his diadem. * 


CHAP. XXI. 

Conjhrnatipn in Isfahan. Treachery cf meluck maghmud governor of 
SEGESTAN, ivho makci himfclj majier c/'kfjorasan. Defeription of the 
famine in Isfahan. Capitulation for the fur render of that city. Cere- 
mony of SHAH hussein’i abdication. Mir maghmud receives the dia- 
detUy and takes pofejfion of Isfahan. 

r' ’|“^I-JE death of achmed canfed as much joy in the camp of the af- 
JL GHANs, as confternation in Isfahan. All hopes of fuccours were 
now vanhhed ; and, to complete their mifery, even the flefliof horles and 
other beads of burthen was become very fcarce. The befieged, thus prefled 
by fimine, deferted in crowds 5 and tho’ the Afghans maflacred every 
Fi'UsiAN who tell into their hands, the defertlon augmented'*. Wliethcr 
achmed aga had been the inftrument of opening the eyes of the king, 
in regard to the vali of Arabia, or this monarch made an etfort to 
change his fortune, by changing his general j he offered the comma/nl 
of tl’-c troops to nUTF ali khan. Tin's employment could not fall 
into better hands, if the choice bad been made fooner; but things were 
reduced to the lafl; extremity, moll; of the inhabitants having deferted 
in the manner related. A great number had perilhed for want, and the 
remainder, emaciated w'ith hunger, had neither flrength nor courage to 
make any defperate attempt > to that this lord not daring to rely upon 
them, and fearing if any mifchance fliould happen, he fiiould fall a victim 
to thofc fccret artifices which had deflroyed his brother-in-law the athe- 
MAT DOUUET, conftantly refufed every offer of that kind. 

S 2 7 'hc 

^ About this time, father k tiusi n.skt, the author of the meinoirs, from whence part of thi;# 
hirtory is compiled, obiained leave to remove to juifa, Tuo inifilcmuies, of the lan:e ordcr^ 
attemprcii to make their efc pe to shiwass, %viih :iio french coiiful . one of rheie ikihcrs was 
killed, with feme other kurofeans. The conful was wounded on this cccafion ; however he 
efcaped, with fcveral others of his little troop. 
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1722. The vALi of j\R A CIA was thet'efore left to carry oft his trcafonable 
pradicesj but shah hussein expe<fting no longer any fuccoufs from 
abroad, and defpairing of the fuccefs of any attempt of his people within 
the walls, refolved to renew the negotiation, which the enemy had opened 
at the beginning of the fiege. He fent the kurshi dashi to farabad, 
with orders to offer maghmud the terms he had demanded 5 which were 
to give him one oftlie princeffes his daughters in marriage, with 50,000 
tomans and to yield to him the provinces of khorasan, kherman, and 
KANDAHAR, in full fovereignt'y. How advantageous foever thefe propofals 
appeared, maghmud was too well acquainted witii the lituation of affairs, 
and rejected them with the fame air of pride and difdain, as Alexander 
once affefted on a like occahon ■, the Afghan prince anfwered almofl in 
the fame terms as the Grecian hero: “ The king of Persia,” fiid he, 
“ offers me nothing that is in his difpofal j this prince, and the princefles 
“ are already in my power 5 he is no longer mafler of th^ofe three pro- 

vinces, which he offers me ; the fate of the whole empire is now to 
“ be decided between us.” 

Things were thus fituatcd, when news came that meluck AtACiiMUD, 
governor of segestan, was advancing by forced marches to the relief of 
the capital. The king, touched to the heart at the arrogance of the 
AFGHAN chief, imagined that heaven had ftirred up an avenger of his 
caufe. Thefe deluding hopes were augmented, when he heard that tins 
general, witli io,oco men under his command, was encamped at gul- 
NAi5AD. This event flung the rebel chief once more into great inquietude. 
The fiege had already coft him above 2000 men ; and he could not pre- 
tend to be a match for this army, which was compofed of regular troops, 
and for the forces within the gates, who would certainly make fome dc- 
fperate effort to relieve themfelves. Under this anxiety, he thought it 
- more advifeable to tempt the fidelity of his new enemy, than to expofe 
hiinfclf to the hazard of an engagement with an officer, whofe valour 
and military fkill he Iiad already experienced. 

. ' Nazr 


* i2 5,oco/. 
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Nazr ulla was therefore appointed to repair to gulnabad, with fuch 1722 
magnificent prefents ^ as rather betrayed the fear, than expreffed the 
liberality of the donor. Nazr ui.la executed his comniilTion'likc a man 
ol abilities: he reprefented to mejluck maghmud, tliat the capital was 
reduced to the lafl extremity, and that the reft uf the empire being at- 
tacked on every fide, could not avoid its approaching ruin ; he made him 
fenfible of the uncertainty of the ifllie of a battle, and that the friendftiip 
of MIR MAGHMUD might, in the prefcnt circumftances, procure him ad- 
vantages far fuperior to his prefent expedlatJons ; he then laid before him 
the articles of his commiffion, and oftered him the alliance and afliftance 
of the AFGHANS, if he inclined to accept the fovcreignty of one of the 
provinces of the kingdom. 

The magnificence of the prefcnts had already dazzled the eyes of 
MKEUCK MAGHMUD ; the uncertainty of the iftiie of a battle alfo daggered 
him ; but the ambition of reigning determined his compliance. He made 
KHOKASAN his choicc, with a view of being fupported in cafe of need by 
the provinces of kandahar and hkrat, which their common intereft 
gave him fnfticient reafoii to exped;. Having therefore concluded the 
treaty, he fet out on his marcdi to take poffenion of his new dominions. 

Mksched, the capital of that country, which the policy of abas the 
GREAT had raifed to fo flouriftiing a condition, was greatly fallen from 
its former luftre. The abdoelees and ousbegs, who made incurfions 
in this neiglibourhood, at length took it by ftorm, after a few days liege ; 
and not fatished with dripping it of the wealth which had been hoarded 
there by the fuperftition of the Persians, tlie inhabitants felt the utmolP" 
eifeds of avarice and cruelly. Ismael khan, governor of the province, 
unable to oppofc meluck maghmud, took the rcfolntion of retiring to 
CASBiN. Y/hether the abdollees and ousbecjs had no further view 
than to pillage, and confequently had abandoned their conqueft j or w'he- 
ther the thing w^as concerted with the afghan prince, the new ufurper 
was received in mesciied the 20th of November, and the other cities ot 

tbe 

^ Seven horfes magnificently caparifoned, faddlcr, bridles, a poniard enriched with diamonds., rich 
ftuffs, and gold callyaiii^. 
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722. the province knowing he was a scHi AS, made fio difficulty to aeknow- 
. ledge him for their fovereign. 

The joy which the approach 6f this general had occafioned in tsfa- 
HAN, ferved only to heighten the forloDi condition to vvlvich they were 
reduced. The exorbitant pay of the military people, had cxhauflcii the 
shah’s treafure j fo that the next expedient was to carry all the gold and 
filver plate in the palace, to the mint; and when this w.ts all gone, the 
king borrowed conlldcrable, firms on his jewels, of diflcrcnt merchants, 
but cfpecially of the kngolsh and hutch’. At length, the latter end of 
siiPTEMBEK, when there was neither money nor provilions left, this un- 
fortunate prince ordered his minifters to go and treat for a Cipitulation. 

M AGHAtUD might at this time have regulated tire conditions as be 
pleafed ; but this dangerous rebel had further views. He forefaw tliai he 
could never be fafe in Isfahan, fo long as the inhabitants were greatly 
fuperior in number to his troops; for which reafon he took his meaiu.ws, 
tliat a confidcrable part of thole who remained, might pcrilli with hunger, 
before he fignetl the treaty. It is true, he might have deilroycd thenr at 
once, by ordering a general aflault, whicl), in their miferabie condition, 
would have been the leall a£t of cruelty ; his chief officers prclfed [;itri 
to this for fomc time, giving for reafon, that this aClion would not only 
facilitate the conquell of the reft of the empire, by the terror wliich it 
would Ipread in all parts ; but moreover, that it would juftify In's inva- 
iion, lince according to the law, there is no better title to a crown, tlian 
taking it by the fword. Whether he was afraid of loiing part of his heft 
“ troops, or intended to preferve from the greedy hands of liis foldicrs, tlic 
great riches of this fo late ftourilhing a city, he lay ftill within his lines, 
during the laft two months of the liege, amufing himfelf with the idea 
of his future grandeur; whilft the beficged flattered thcmfelves with the 
hopes of an accommodation, which he never intended. 


What heart can refledl without horror, on the dreadful circumftances 
of the famine, caufed by tlfis artful conduct! In the month of august, 
borfts, mules, and other beafts of burthen, were become fo exceffive 

dear. 


* The DUTCH alone lent him 340,000 crowns. 
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(Jeciri tlmt none but the king, and the principal fords about him, or Ibme 1722. 
of the wealthieft inhabitants, could afFcrd to cat of them. Notwith- , 
Handing the averfion which the Persians have from their religion for 
dogs, and fome other animals, which they look upon as unclean, yet as 
many as they could find, were confumed in a few days : the people after- 
wards fed on the bark of trees, leaves, and leather, which they foftcned 
with boiling water; but when this fad refource was alfo exhaufted, they 
had no other fupport than human fL-fii. Never was fo much of it eaten 
in any fiege as this. What pencil can delcribe their hollow eyes, their 
trembling knees, their emaciated bodies ! Dc atlj, in his ghaftly form, ap- 
peared in tlieir livid countenances, whilll they were cutting lliixs of hu- 
man bodies to fupport the feeble remains of life : foinc were even tran- 
t'ported by the violence of liui^gcr, to murder tbeir fellow-citizens, or 
young children, to fcafl on their bodies. Under this lamentable ncceffity 
of' perinung by famine, or of funporting themfelves by means fo contrary 
to nature, feveral poifoned tliemfelves together with their whole family. 

'rbe ftrects, the public fquares, and the very gardens of the palace, w'erc 
Hrewed with dead bodies, which no one had the heart or ftrength to 
bury. The water of the ZENjaEROuo was fo corrupted by the number 
of carcafes thrown into it, that there was no poflibility of drinking of it; 
and in a lefs wholefomc climate the ah mull have been infeded to that 
degree, as to defiroy wliat few inhabitants were left alive. Such was the 
miferabic fituation of this unhappy city for above two months. The 
aum!'N!AN!> were received in julfa, excepting fuch as had carried pro- 
vidons to the , enemy, contrary to the prohibition of MAGtaMui) ; but if 
any of the Persians' were fo defnerate as to go thitlier, they were furc~''' 
to meet with death : neither age nor fex could proted them from the 
barbarity of the AFOiiANS ; the meu were mafiacred, and the women 
and cliildren thrown into wells. 

The 2ifi; of OCTOBER, SHAH Ht.issEiN-, clad in mourning, went out 
of his palace on foot, and wal.ked thro’ the principal flrcets of Isfa- 
han. This unfortunate monarch bewailed aloud the misfortunes of his 

reign, 

^'Thc air of 1 sr ah a n is remarkably ranged ; it rercmbles much that of mad r 1 d, as I was alfurcd 
by a Jtluit, who lived many years in both cities. 
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reign, imputing them to the bad counfcls of his minders ; he endeavoured 
alfo to comfort the multitude that furrounded him, with the hopes of their 
meeting with a better fate, under a new government. This fpeech from 
a prince, whofe geutlenefs of nature was the fault which had ever be- 
trayed him, and by which he was now reduced to this date of humilia- 
tion, after a reign of eight and twenty years, could not but make a fen- 
hble impreffion on the people, who in {pitc of their own inifcry, in the 

bitternefs of their fouls lamented the dilgrace of their fovereign. 

• 

The king having thus taken his leave of his fubjedls the 2 ad of Octo- 
ber, fent plenipotentiaries the day following, to hga the capitulation. 
By this atl, he obliged himfelf to lefign the empire to the conqueror, 
and to yield himfeif up into his hands, with the ])rincipal officers of his 
court, Maghmud on the other fide, promifed that no il! treatment ilrould 
be offered, neither to the king, the nobility, nor any of the inliabitants. 
This treaty being figncd, the day following " maghmod fent horfes for 
the king and his court : this unfortunate prince leaving fieri freed five 
camels®, perhaps the only ones left, mounted on horfe-back, in corn” 
pany with about tliree hundred perfons, among wliom were the vagi of 
ARABIA, the athe:mat doulet, a brother of the vaei of i.ouistan, 
and the principal loi'ds of the court j they moved on flowly, with their 
eyes fixed on the ground j the few inhabitants who had firength to fee 
this mournful cavalcade, cxprellcd their grief by a gloomy filence, wliich 
prefaged the frd effedts of this melancholy event. 

It was now part noon, when two couriers arrived, to give notice to 
'the grand mailer of the ceremonies of maghmud’s court, that the king 
was drawing near. Thefe officers immediately entered Maghmud’s tent, 
who to Iiumble the Persians flill more, difpatched the fame couriers back, 
■w'itli orders to tlie shah, to lialt at the foot of a hill near the camp, under 
■ the pvretence that maghmud was afleep. Thus the unhappy hussein 
was treated with marks of fervitude, even before he had quitted the en- 

figns 

7’he 23d orocTojiER I 7 '2, u'jiS tli« day on wiiich this Cifaib-opiie liappeiu-d. ® They 

V. ere Villcd without nny cerenionv ; ] clo not know for what purport- tbi» fncrifice was ordered that 
of ore camel, which feeiii& to be preferibed by the law, fhouUl have been made at mecca, the 
lOth of the prcccdinj^ 
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of royalty s he tarried about half an hour at the pkee prefcribed, j -rij, 
and then obtaining leave to continue his iwarcb, he arriv'ed at farabad, 
where the AFGHAN chief liad his head quarters. 

The grand mafter of the ceremonies introduced him into a hall, at the 
corner r of which maghmud was feated, leaning on a cufhion of cloth of 
gold. The king advancing towards the middle of the chamber, filuted 
him, faying, selam aleiocom’. The Afghan then rofe up, and re- 
turned the falute, with the fame compliment j after which, the athe- 
MAT DOUEET condudcd the king to another corner, on the left of magh- 
mud, where a place was prepared for him, like that which W'as occu- 
pied by this rebel prince. 

The king being feated, opened the converfation by faying : “ Son, 

“ hnee the great Ibvereign of the world is no longer pleafed that I fhould 
“ reign, and the moment is come which he has pointed out for thee to 
“ afeend the throne of Persia, I refign the empire to thee with all my 
heart : I willi that thou mayfl rule it in all profperity.” At the lame 
time lie took the royal plume of feathers ' from his turbant, and gave it 
to magiimi!d’s grand vizir; but this prince refufing to receive it from 
tiie vizir, the king flood up, and taking it again, fiflened it himfelf to 
tlic ufurper’s turbant, fiying, “ reign in peace;” after which he retired, 
and fit down in his place. Maghmud continued lilting, while hussein 
was fixing this mark of fovereignty on his turbant. Coffee and tea were 
afterwards ferved up; and the Afghan prince, taking thefe liquors, ad- 
dreffed himfelf to the king after this manner: “ Such is the inflability 
“ of human grandeur : God dilpofes of empires as he pleafes, and takes 
them from oile nation to give them to another ; but I promife to con- 
^ fider you always as ray own father ; and I will undertake nothing for 
the future without your advice.” After thefe words, hussein was in- 
vited 

P The corner is the moft hononr.’iMc place in onirNTAi. countrtc*^, Tt is alfo the moil comivui- 
dions, as it is the only one in whic.lii a perfon c;m l-j.ia on both fides on the cuUvioris, vvlach are placed 
rpuiui the walls. ^ All hai! ; this coniplimcQL is ieldom given but co people of iIjc* i'atne per- 

fuaiion in religion ; it is the higheil cxprelTion of reipefl, Thif plume of feadiers is callud 

the CIO A, and is the mark of fovereignty. See VoL page 4, 

VoL.m. T 
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ipt, vited into another apartment, which bad been appointed for him j and 
4000 AFGHANS were ordered to take poffefiion of the royal palace, and of 
the gates of the city. 

Thus the reign of the seffies, after having lafted 223 years, ended 
at length in the perfon of shah hussein *, the tenth fuccefibr of ismaei. 
the firft king, and founder of this dynafty. 

« We may with propriety fay it «nded, fince his foa T^HMas Was too weak or two Bafortiinate to- 
te-eftabliili it. . 
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PART VI. 

THE 

Revolutions of P E R S I A, 

FROM THE 

Accession of MAGHMUD to the 

CROWN OF PERSIA IN 1722, 

TO THE 

Treaty concluded between SHAH TuSEHMAS 
AND PETER THE GREAT IN 1723. 

CHAP. XXII. 

Ashreff quits MAGHMUD’f army. Maghmud afcends the throne^ and 
receives the homage of shah hussein, and the grandees of Persia. 
He regulates the civil adminijlration. TiEHMAS aiyrza takes the title 
of king. Maghmud orders new levies to be raifed in kandahar. He 
fends NAZR ULLA, with a detachment of troops, to lay fsege to casbin. 
TAiiHMAS retires upon the approach of the Afghan army. Casbin 
furrenders. 

H E tranquillity of the new reign was difturbed by a fudden 
I event. Ashreff sultan had not forgot the danger to which 
JL . the efcape of t^hm as mvrza had expofed him j but continued 
apprehenfive left that very prote<ftion which had faved him, ftiouid be im- 
puted to him as a new crime, by a prince who was upon the point of ocing 
abfolute mafter. As foon therefore as this Afghan pijiice received notice 

T 2 that 
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ij22^ that SH AH HUSSEIN had fubmitted, he dcferted his pod:, defigning to retreat 
to RANOABAR, under an efeort of an hundred chofen horfe. Maghmud, 
fenfible of tlie confequence of fuch a defertion, fent nazr ulla in purfuit 
ofhim with five hundred horfe : this general made fuch hafte, that he over- 
took him at versen e, a village twenty leagues diftant, from whence he 
brought him back to the camp. Maghmud had meditated his deftruc- 
rion, but he efcaped the fecond time. He was really more beloved by 
the foldiers, than maghmud himfelf, and they talked openly of retiring 
to KANDAHAR, if any attempt fliould be made to take away his life. 
Maghmud therefore thought it bed; to forgive him, at lead: to diffemble 
his refentment. 

His thoughts were now employed in regard to the ceremony of afeend- 
ing the throne, which had been jud: refigned to him. The 27th of the 
fame month, was the day appointed for this folemnity. Am an 01 a 
polled centinels on the turrets, and other lofty edifices, to obferve the 
motions of the people. The two kings marched out of the camp of 
the AFGHANS, and advanced towards the town. Maghmud, in order 
to fliew himfelf to his new fubjeits, took his rout by the bridge of shi- 
• RA.SS, fo that he traverfed the city to reach the palace. 

The proceffion was opened by ten officers on horfe-back, and about 
2000 cavalry, among whom were feveral lords of the court of Persia. 
Next came the madcr of the horfe to the Afghan prince, at the head 
of fifteen led horfes magnificently caparifoned f he was followed by fome 
mufqueteers on foot, and thefe by 1000 common infantry. Immediately 
- tifter came the grand mader of the ceremonies, in the midil of 300 ne- 
groes dreded in fcarlet cloth. Thefe negros had been chofen from among 
the llaves of ISFAHAN, to compofe the conqueror’s guard. Forty paces 
from thence was maghmud, mounted on a horfe ^ of which the vah 
of' ARABIA had made him a prefent, ou the day of the abdication. The 
unfortunate Hussein rode on his left fide. Thefe princes were fol- 
lowed by about 300 pages on horfe-back. The mufti “, and aman 
OLA'*, whom maghmud had appointed his grand vizir j mullah saf- 

FRAN, 

* It b that tliivs horfe coft 4000 crowns. ^ TJie jutlgc who decides on points of kw. 

^ He k. dh'o calltd aman ola khan, tho’ hb title of khan not been obfaved. 
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FRAN *, and^NAZR ULLA ^ One of his generals; Moai.A moussa his high 1722. 
treafurer, and mahommed aga ftewarti of his houfhold; fucceeded next ; 
after thefe came the athemat doui.et, and the pi incipal officers of the 
dethroned monarch, mixed with the crowd of afghan officers. The 
whole was clofcd by loo camels, each loaded witli one of the harque- 
bufes already mentioned, preceded by 600 muficians, and followed by 
near 6000 horfe. 

As foon as they had pafled over the bridge of .shir ass, shah hussein 
was condu£ted crofs the gardens of the palace, to the place of his con- 
hnement. Maghmud leemed to think it impolitic to lead the conquer’d 
king in triumph, but continued his march, and foon arrived at the gates 
of the town. The inhabitants, notwithftanding their grief, felt a relief 
from their mifery, in this change, in lK)pes of fupporting their lives j 
which induced them to give fome external marks of refpcdl to their new 
mafter. They laid rich ftuffs under his horfes feet, and filled the air 
with perfumes. The guns on the camels backs were often fired, as they 
marched along ; and in the intervals, the ten Afghans who walked at 
tlie lie.td of the procelllon, pronounced loud imprecations againfl the fol- 
lowers of A Ll. 

In this order the new monarch came to the royal palace ‘ ; having 
feated himfelf on the throne, he was falutecl the fecond time, as king of 
PERSIA, by the captive hussein, who was brought here for that pur- 
pofe j after which he received the oath of allegiance, of the princes, 
minillers, grandees, chief ofilccrs, and principal citizens. Soon after, 
the artillery of the town and citadel proclaimed the news to the people ; 
and the ceremony concluded witli an entertainment, which the sultan®, 
for fo he was afterwards called, gave to the deputies who came in the 
name of all the citizens, to acknowledge bis authority. 

Notwithflanding this great change of fortune, maghmud did not for- 
get himfelf ; for it may be truly faid, that in the beginning he ruled like 

a 

* Thl5 was MACHMui^’s dikf ecdcfiaRjc. • Nazr. ui.i.a was alio dcncmiijiatcd nazr 

u L L A .s u L T A D K V L t T K A N f , thc habitation of greatiiefs . S u a a n u :<sbih 

was alfo called sultak, which fetraed to be an suditional mark of honour, bat jhah is the proper 
tide of the p E R s I AN kings. This prince was frequently Hikd shah sultan a u t s e 1 n , a writing 
which I have adopted. 
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a prince bom to the throne. As the moft preffing bufinefs was now to 
pat a flop to the dreadful famine,^ which was ftill cohfutning the few 
inhabitants, he gave proper orders for a fupjply of provifiohsi thefe were 
fo punduaHy obeyed, that the very day he made his entrance, a batman 
of bread coft only one croWn, which the day before was hardly to be had 
at any price. He then applied himfelf to the regulation of public affairs, 
in which he difplayed the abilities of a confummate ftatefman. It was 
equally dangerous to commit the feveral fubordinate branches of the ad- 
miniftration to his own officers ; or to continue them in the hands of the 
niiniftcrs of the late fovereign j for he could no more expeCt experience 
from the one, than fidelity from the other. Maghmud wasfcnfible of 
tills inconvenience ; he therefore confirmed the Persians in their employ- 
ments, but aflbciated with each of them a collegue of his own nation. 

By this piece of policy, he not only formed minirters to his liking, 
but likewife prevented the jealoufy and averfion, which his new fubjedts 
would have conceived, from his difearding the old miniftry. He left no 
other pod: than that of divan beghi, entirely to an Afghan j prefuming 
that good fenfe and equity, were fufficient for the difeharge of the duties 
of this office. Whatever was his motive, he had no reafon to repent of 
his choice; for the Persians theinfelves were foon aftonifhed, to fee 
juflice adminiftered with more redtitude and integrity by a foreign nation, 
than it had been during the reign of their natural fovereign'. I'he people 
were fereened from violence by the feverell: prohibitions ; and the fafety 
of the conquerors was provided for by the ftridtefl difeipline. So prudent 
• a condudt, infenfibly diminifhed the confternation of the inhabitants, which 
was at length entirely removed, by puniffiing the treafon of tliofe who 
had been inftru mental to his conquefl:, verifying that common obierva- 
tion, that we hate the traitor, tho' the treafon may be convenient. 

Maghmud ordered all thofe to be arrefted, who, contrary to the alle- 
giance due to their fovereign, had maintained a corrcfpondence with thcAF- 

. .GHANS 

* i4 j pounds evcljsh for five fliillings* * This might well be ui^dcr fuch a reign ae 

that of nrjssEfv, for it might bu empiiatically laid pf it, “ Woe bo to thee, O land, whpfe king 
" a thiid, and whofe princes eat in tits morning.’’ 
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GHANS during the fiege. They were all executed as guilty of high treafon ; lyzz. 
their memory was branded with infamy ; their eftates were confilcated, and 
their bodies cxpofed in the public market place. I'he vali of* Arabia, 
though the moft criminal, was the only one who was not put to death. 

It was imagined, that maghmud had made an oath never to take away 
his life i but perhaps he was afraid of provoking the arabs by the death 
of their chief; however his villainy did not efcape with impunity, for 
MAGHMiro eonfifcated his eftate, and condemned him to perpetual im- 
prifonment. His hereditary prineipality, which was that of chusistan^, 
was given to one of his coufm-germans, who had ferved in the rebel 
armyj and maghmod engaged to put him in poffeffion of it, as foon as 
the fituation of his affairs would permit. The manner in which lie be- 
haved to the late athemat doui-et, was not Icfs agreeable to the Per- 
sians. This niinifter had the courage to put a reflridion on the oath of 
allegiance, which he fwore to the new fovereign, by begging to be cx- 
cufed from ever bearing arms againft prince TjKhmas. Maghmud car- 
ried his policy on this occallon fo far, as publicly to commend the gene- 
rous behaviour of that niinifter j and even affedted to fliew him a par- 
ticular efteem and confidence on that very account. 

The PERSIANS were not the only people who had reafon to commend 
the beginning of the new reign j the confuls of European nations were 
confirmed in their privileges ; and the mifiionaries obtained the free ex- 
ereife of -their religion in their churches in Isfahan and julfa. Such 
appearances of equity in a prince, who had been hitherto confidered 
only as a chief of banditti, drew part of the inhabitants to town, who had 
fled for flielter to the country. Shah hussein was almoft the only per- ' 
foil in the empire, who had any occafion to complain. Maghmud took 
from him a great number of young women flaves, who compofed his 
harram, and diftrlbuted them among his principal officers. This mo- 
narch had carried his fenfuality to fuch a height,, as to render all his 
fubjedls tributary to his plealures ; the influence of his eunuchs, which 
the ruin of the empire, arofe from his boundlefs gratifications. How- 
ever, 

^ Is the antient susian A. The arabs call this province after the name of it? capital ahoua$. 

It borders upon the Persian gulph, and the banki; of the Euphrates. 
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1 ’]%%. ever, he was now reduced to the company of five of his wonien* and 
five domeftics. The princes of tlie blood were fliut up in another quar- 
ter of thb palace, and guarded in the fame manner as himfelf, by a 
hundred men. Maghmud, to all appearance, adled thus from a fpirit 
of oeconomy ; for in other refpedls he /hewed a great regard for this 
prince, confulting him on every occafion, and omitting nothing in his 
power that might footh his misfortunes. Shah hussein, before his ab- 
dication, had married one of his daughters to the sedr' : the new lultan 
followed this example, and ^ave away the elde/l of the remaining prin- 
ceffes in marriage to his mufti ; and was married himfelf to the youngeft 
with great folemnity. This refpedlful behaviour, joined to the neceffity 
of obeying, induced the dethroned monarch at length to write a circular 
letter, by which he ratified his abdication, and enjoined all the inhabi- 
tants, both in town and country, to acknowledge the victor’s authority. 

During thefe tranfidions, TiEiiMAs myrza, who was at casbin, 
having heard of the furrender of Ispahan, and the ceffion of the crown, 
took the title of shah, and was acknowledged as fuch by the provinces 
that continued true to their allegiance. Tins Hep ferved as a pretext 
• to gratify the avarice of maghmud ; for he no fooner heard of it, than 
he demanded 120,000 tomans of the city, to defray the expences of 
the war. At the fame time lie laid a tax of 20,000 tomans * on the 
king’s firft phyfician : this man had -been for a long time his mafier’s 
chief favourite, and was juftly charged with having made no other ufe 
of his credit, than to hoard up immenfe riches, and to deftroy the prime 
mini/ler fatev ah khan, by an artifice, which occafioned, as we have 
' related, the total fubverfion of the /late. As tliefe circum/lances had 
rendered him odious to his nation, the Afghans made no fcruple of 
treating him with the utmolf rigour. His treafure, and the fum which 
ISFAHAN was obliged to raife, having been carried to the prince’s coffers, 
the great treafurer, mouea moussah, received orders to repair to kAn- 
DAHAR, and to employ thefe /urns in making new levies : accordingly 
he fet out foon after. Maghmud hearing that casbin was one of thofe 

cities 

Sbdr. al scheriait, chief juilice. The rvp,Ks call thi;> officer mufti, and the Afghans 
^ 300, oco/. « 50,000 A 
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cities which had acknowledged prince TiEHMAs, he turned his thoughts 
, that way. It is pretended that his defign was to yield this city and its 
dependencies in full fovereignty to am an ola, as an equivalent for the 
throne and treafures of shah hussein j which, according to their original 
compaft, he ought to have fhared with him. Mach mud now cntruiled 
this general with a detachment of 6000 Afghans, and 4000 foreign 
troops; ASHREFF and NAZR ULLA having joined this little army, they 
marched from Isfahan towards the end of November. 

Tajhmas, prefuming that the Afghans would not open the campaign 
at the latter end of autumn, when the weather is pretty fevere in thofc 
parts, had, by the advice of his prime minifler, put his troops into quar- 
ters: he was therefore in no capacity of making head againft the enemy. 
As foon as he heard of their approach, he withdrew to zengan, and 
from thence to tavris, but in no circumftances fuinable to the dignity 
of a lovereign. The cities of cashan, room, and kiare, which lay in 
the dired road, fent deputies to meet aman ola, and to ranfom them- 
felves from pillage. This general encamped the 2Cth of December 
within three leagues of casbin. As foon as the inhabitants knew that 
the- AFGAHNS were arrived within their diftrid, they fent deputies to 
meet them. Aman ola was conduded into the city with tiie found of 
drums, and other military inflruraents. He took up liis quarters, with 
great part of his army, in the palace whilil the reft of the troops were 
lodged ih the houfes of the citizens. 

The joy which this news occafioned at maghmud’s court, was allayed 
by another piece of intelligence, which came foon alfer. Moula moussa, 
whowas commiffioned to convoy the treafure to kanadhaRj,. had entered' 
the province of segestan without any oppolitiori; but myeza ismael, 
governor of BANDA *, having attacked him on his march, aioussa and his 
convoy were put to flight, and obliged to abandon the treafure. It is 
affirmed that the money amounted to 150,000 tomans^. 

See I, page 23 * A Ilrong fortreis in that province, ^ 175,000 

which fome hhlorians report to have been fent to sham t.alhmas by jsmakl. 

VoL.iii. u chap. 
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/ CHAP. xxni. 

PuTER the GREAT hvades the northern provinces of Persia* Operations 
of the RUSSIAN army, Persia threatened by the turks. The inhabi- 
tants of CASBlN iake Up arms^ and, drive away the Artful 

behaviour of UAGnvLVXi upon that occaf on. 

1732. iy /f’AGHMUD was not* the only formidable enemy, that appeared 
XVX in arms againft the crown of Persia. Peter the great being 
convinced that commerce is the only fource of riches, and coQfequently 
the bafis of the fplendor pf a Hate, defigned to open a communication 
between the Caspian and euxine fcas, by joining the volga and the 
DON*; as he had already opened a communication by a canal, between 
the VOLGA and the neva, which communicates with the Baltic; by 
this means he had rendered st. Petersburg, on the fide of Europe, what 
ASTRACHAN was on the fide of asia. As he was fenfible, that the com- 
merce of ASIA could not be conveniently carried on but by the Caspian 
fea, he ordered a chart of it to be made; he likewife fent prince becka- 
wiTz "* into tart ARY, where he was barbaroufly murdered. The 
cruelty with which the ousbegs mafiacred a whole caravan coming from 
CHINA in 1721, having revived the memory of this unhappy cataftrophe, 
and of the outrages committed againft the Russian merchants at the tak- 
ing of shamakie"; the RUSSIAN empcror was induced to fend an em- 
baflador into Persia. This minifter was commiifioned to make his com- 
r plaints to shah hussein, if this prince was Hill upon the throne, concern- 
ing what had pafied in shirvan ; and if he no longer reigned, to infill 
upon the ufurper’s giving fatisfadlion for the behaviour of the lesgees, 
the OUSBEGS, and his other allies. 

It is very probable, that the real motive of the embafiy was to examine 
the fituation of the affairs of that kingdom, of which the Russian court 
had received but imperfedl accounts. Maghmud, to whom the Rus- 
sian 

* Sec Vol. I. page 99. * See his hiftory, Vol. I, chap. 29: J By the uttotti, 

Ste page 93. 
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SIAN minifter addrcfled himfelf, made anAver, “ That he was dcfirous 
“ of living upon good terms with the czar, whom fame had reprcfented 
“'as a wife and warlike prince j but as the people he complained of were 
“ neither his allies nor fubjedls, he could not preferibe law's to them, nor 

be accountable for their condudl. He therefore recommended to him, 
“ to provide for the fecurity of the caravans henceforwards by ftrong 
** convoys, unlefs he chofe to enter into an alliance with thofe nations, 
“ through whofe territories they were to pafs.” 

. The CZAR was not fatisfied with this anfwcr j the opportunity Was fa- 
vourable to make himfelf mafter of the weftern fhore of the Caspian. 
For this purpofe, he aflembled in the neighbourhood of astrachan, an 
army of 30,000 men, compofed of thole veterans who had ferved in the 
war with Sweden j thefe were joined by a body of tartars, cossacKvS, 
and khalmucks. The 29th of July, he embarked on the Caspian, and 
anchored the 4th of august at the mouth of the river of terki, on the 
frontiers of Daghestan. From thence a lieutenant was difpatclied to 
TARKU, with orders to deliver to aldi gherai, one of the princes of 
the LESGEES,a manifefto, in which the czar pretended, according to the 
ordinary dilc of fuch writings, “ That it was not any ambitious vfew of 
“ enlarging his dominions that brought him thither; but an intent to 
“ refeue the king of Persia, and his loyal fubjeds, from the tyranny of 
*' the AFGHANS ; and to chaflile thole rebels, for the diforders and excelles 
“ whichlthey had committed againft the Russians: he concluded, with 
** threatening fevcrc punilhments againft thofe who Ihould perlift in their 
“ rebellion.” Thefe manifeftos were alfo fent to derbend; shamakie, 
and BAKU, 

During thefe tranfadions, a brigadier, who had been detached with a 
body of 6000 horli? to take polTellion of andreof, was attacked by 5000 
of the inhabitants of that place; but he gave them fo warm a reception, 
that he drove them back into the town, which was foon abandoned to pil- 
lage. The tenth of august the fleet landed the infantry at ahrahin nc.ir 
suLACK, where they threw up fome entrenchments to cover themfelves : 

U 2 here 
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here the shamkall aldi gherai* the lor4s pf gqrski and axan^ and 
the fultan of a diftridt, whofe naniie was mahommeo> were prefented 
to the CZAk. AlDI GHERAl leccivcd the RUSSIANS into TARKIJE : tht 
end of the nionth the army refurned their march, pafled the rivers m a- 
NAS, AHCHY, and BOYNAK, and encamped on the borders of the nitzi. 
The SULTAN MAHOMMEO oppofcd their march with a body of 10,000 
meiij but after a fliarp encounter, his troops were put to flight. 

The flrfl: of September the army encamped on the banks of the 
BUHAN, where they received intelligence, that the inhabitants of baku 
earneilly defired the protcdlion of the czar againft; the infults of the 
LESGEEs, who had vexed them with inroads for two years. As the 
army drew near to derbend °, the governor marched out of the town, 
followed by the principal inhabitants, and prefented the keys to the Rus- 
sian monarch. This prince was received with the found of a numerous 
artillery, and the acclamations of the people. Pafllng thro’ the town, 
he encamped at a linall diflance from the walls, on the fouth flde. The 
fituation of this place, I have already obferved, is fuch as conilitutes it the 
gate into asia. After this conqueft, he refolved to return home ; having 
therefore confirmed the governor p in his office, and left a garrilbn of two 
thoufand Russians in the citadel, he ordered part of his troops to march 
back ; of thefe, fome were re-imbarked, and others went by land to ast ra- 
ck an j thofe remaining being fufficient to extend his conquefl the next 
year: he arrived himfelf in that city by fea the middle of October. 

While the Russians were making themfelvcs mailers of the northern 
provinces of Persia, this unhappy empire fliw a new florin impending 
towards the well. The port having been informed by shah Hussein’s 
own embaflador, of the extremity to which his mafter was reduced, 
thought of reaping fome advantage by his misfortunes. The opportunity 
was favourable, as fhe was fecured againfl her ancient enemy by the 
treaty of passarowitz The fpirit of fadlion, which generally pre- 
cedes 

Derbekp, in the Persian language, ligtiifics a flrong fortification ; as in Turkish, demir 
CATT, by whicb name tliey Cs'ill this place, is a gate of iron. ® I'he city is confidercd as 

dlllind'l from the citadel, in the latter a Russian officer connnandod, ^ Concluded the Zif} 

of JULY 1718 with the en'iperor chap les vk 
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cedes the fubverfion of monarchies, had diffofed itielf from' Isfahan into 1722. 
the weftern pfovinees } fo that the Turks had all reafon to cxpett that > 
they might extend their conqueft with a rapid progrefs. Things being 
thus fit uated, the Persian minifter was ordered to depart from constaN" 
TINOPLE in the month of april; and the grand vizir turned his whole 
attention to improve thefe favourable circuniftances to the advantage of 
the OTTOMAN- empire. Such were the diiferent motions of thefe powers 
to the end of this year. 

We fliall now fee what was tranfa£ling in the center of Persia durins; 
the courfe of the enfuing year. The city of casbin had no reafon to 
be long pleafed witli the change of government; for aaian ola was 
hardly mailer of the place, when his infitiable avarice prompted In’tn to 
treat the inhabitants with ail the rigour which maghmud generally {hewed 
to conquered cities. Thefe extortions, and the unbridled licentioufncfs 

the foldlery, foon alienated the minds of the people. The yoke grow- 
ing more intolerable every day, the leading men among them affembled- 
privately, to confult on the means of delivering themfelves from this op- 
prefllve tyranny. It was refolved, that part of the inhabitants fliould at- 
tack the royal palace at an hour appointed^ while the relt were to fall • 
fword in hand upon the afghaNvS difperfed in dilferent quarters of the 
towni ; and to the end that their fignal might caufc no alarm,; it was agreed 
to ftrike the firft blow at the found of the horn, which tliey make ufe of 
a little after fuu-fet, to give the people notice that the baths are ready. 

The eighth of January was the day fixed for putting tliclr defign in 1^2-!,,. 
execution*. The confpirators had made all the necefiary difpofitions, and • 
were waiting only for the critical moment of taking their full revenge ; 
when fome fufpicious appearances determined them to anticipate the time. 

They had perceived early in the afternoon, that the Afghans abandoned 
fome of their ports, and took poflefiion of others; and that they were 
aflembling in a body, in a manner which feemed to exprefs the fear of' 
danger.' Upon this the confpirators took to their arms with great preci- 
pitation, and, without waiting for any other fignal, fell upon the enemy 
on every fide with the utmoft fury. 

Am AN 



Amam OLA, alarmed at the report of mufqucts, mounted on horfc- 
back, and hurried away to the great fquare, whither the common danger 
had brought moll of the atghans together. Both parties were equally 
animated with the (pirit of hatred and revenge, which rendered the vic- 
tory for fome time dubious. Aman ola, though wounded in the right 
fhoulder by a mufquet ball, continued to encourage his troops by his ex- 
ample ; but feeing them in danger of being overpowered by nui^bCi-s, he 
was obliged at length to retreat to the palace, where notthinkmgr himlelf 
fecure, he went thro’ the gatdens by a private way, and got out of the 
reach of the enemy. The Afghans loft 1600 men in this adictt'? their 
flight was fo precipitate, that they left all their baggage and treafij^e be- 
hind them, and their flaves recovered their liberty. 

No fooner did this melancholy news reach the ear of maghmud, by 
an exprefs meflenger from aman ola j than this prince refolved upon 
an expedient, to prevent an infufreeftion in Isfahan. He ordered the 
guns to be fired, giving out that his general had taken t^hmas myrza 
prifoncr; and to confirm this report, he caufed illuminations and other 
public rejoicings to be made, which ferved as a pretext to double the 
guards, and to hinder any ftranger from entering the city. This piece 
of policy could not be exerted upon a more proper occafion j for as the 
fending away the detachment under aman ola bad confiderably weak- 
ened the army, there was cpom to apprehend, that the people of Isfa- 
han, upon being informed of what had paffed, might attempt to follow 
the example of the inhabitants of CASB IN. 
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MaChMitd orders the Persian minijiers landlords to be majfacred, Arri^ 
val of a TURKISH envoy, Isfahan is almojl depopulaied, Excurjions 
of jtazr ulla. Heavy contributions laid upon the EUROPEAN traders. 

T he great uneafineA which the affair of casein had created in the 1723. 

mind of maghmud, was in fome meafure removed a few days 
after, by the return of the detachment under am an ola. But how dif- 
ferent was their appearance ! When they fet out upon the expedition, their 
numbers, their fpirit, their intrepid countenance feemed to promife new 
vidories; but the cxceflive cold, againft which they were not provided, 
and the wounds which numbers of them had received, had rendered them 
rather objedis of compaffion than fear. The mifery and hardfliips they 
had endured, deftroyed many of them on the road, and the remainder 
were harraffed by their march, and difpirited by their defeat. 

Ashreff, upon leaving casbin, had taken the road to kandahar. 
with 300 horfe, from an apprehenfion that this inlurredion would be 
followed by a general revolt; or from a defire of freeing himfelf from 
the danger, to which the jealoufy of maghmud continually expofcd him; 
fo that this army, by no means appeared the fame, as that which had left 
ISFAHAN two months before. 

Maghmud now refolved on a projed which he had been meditating 
for fome time. The infurreilion of casein made fuch an impreffion on 
him, that he thought himfelf in great danger in the midft of a numerous 
and difafFe€led multitude, with only a handful of foldiers about him. 

The ordinary fiiggeftion of his cruel mind under thefc circumftances was 
that of murder ; for by putting one part of them to death, he hoped to 
remain more abfolute mailer of the other. To prevent this barbarous ex- 
pedient from cauling the very infurreilion which he apprehended, he 
determined to begin with thofe, whofe credit, rank, or birth, might en- 
able them to form or fupport a failion. With this intent, the very fame 
day that aman ola arrived, he invited the minifters, lords, and other Per- 
sian 
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1723. SIAN chiefs, to a public entertainment. They came without any mif- 
truft, to the number of three hundred j but as foon as they were feated, 
his guard fell upon them with their fabres, and barbaroufly murdered them. 

Among thefe vidims to his infernal policy, were the great chancellor of 
the empire, the governor of Isfahan and his younger brother, both of 
them brothers of mahommed kouli khan, prince of Georgia j the 
KHAN of CGKHiLAN, the grand mafter of the artillery, and moll of the 
principal perfons of note belonging to the court of hussein. The athe- 
MAT DOULET was fpared, in confideration of his brother's having faci- 
litated the cfcapc of the Afghans at the affair of casbin. The horror 
of this cruel execution, was increafed by the circumftance attending the 
murder of a boy of twelve years of age. He was fon to rostam myrza 
prince of Georgia, and as he had been adopted by an Afghan, he fled 
for flicker during the maflacre to the officers of that nation, whofe pro- 
tedion he implored with tears j but neither his tender years, nor the 
folllcitatlons of the officers could lave him : he w'as torn from them and 
butchered. 

The bodies of thole that were maflacred, were expofed on the me i dan 
before the palace. To prevent their pofterity from rifing up in revenge, 
maghmud gave orders for all their children alfo to be murdered. The 
impious manner in which he relieved his daflardly fears of thefe children, 
was yet more ff locking. Two hundred young perfons of the full nobility 
of PERSIA and Georgia, were led together from the academy where they 
were educated, to an open field ; and being there permitted to run for 
their lives, the Afghans galloped after them, and enjoyed the horrible 
fport of chafing them like favage bcafts, till they were all flaughtered. 
Maghmud, whole defign was to fccure the throne by the total extirpation 
of the nobility, to colour fo flagitious a condu< 5 i:, pretended that thele you.ng 
lords liad formed a confpiracy againft Jiis life. His barbarous policy did not 
flop here : he had picked out of shah hussein’s guards, and other troops 
belonging to that prince, near 3000 men, .and taken them into his pay. 
Thefe he aflembled in an area within the palace, under the pretence of giv- 
ing them an extraordinary allowance of pleo j and while they were eating 

7 
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it, a body of troops, which had bee:: polk' ; I there for that pur pofe, 1723. 
fell upon them, and cut them to pieces, before they had time to recover , 
themfelvcs. 

Magtimud now imagined he might, without acy dirguife, fecurely 
deftroy fuch as were objedds of jcalouiy. AccordingSy he gave general 
orders to his foldiers, to put everyone to ine hvord, who had at any time 
received pay from the exciiequer, cither by way in fdary, or pcniioh. 

As the enquiry was committed to the fo!die:fs, wlio wer-. condituted in a 
great meafure the judges of the fentence wliich they were to execute, the 
intentions of their chief were extremely well aiiAvercd ; for during the 
hfteendays tliis maflacre laded, the delpondency of the people was arrived 
to fuch a pitch, that one miglit fee a fingle man leading three or four pkk- 
siANS to execution. It was impoflible to render fuch a feries of barbaritie# 
cxcidab'ic. MxVOHMUd however pretended that he had been informed the 
inhabitants of isfaman, after the example of thofe of casbjn, intended 
to rife up in arms, and to malTacre all the Afghans. It is even be- 

i 

lievcu, that lie fpared the lives of feme Persians of didindion, to give- 
his conducl the air of juflice, as if thelc had difclofed to him tins pre* 
tended coni'piracy. > 

The third day of this tragedy, osman aga, whom the bash a of 
BAGDAT had difpatched into pfrsta by order of the grand fignior, arrived 
at 1SFAHA.N. A detachment of two hundred men was aihgned for his 
guard, with orders not to fu ffer arty one to come into the palace where he 
was lodged. The fubjed of his commiffion is not known : maghmud 
fufpeded from the difeourfe he had with him, that he was a fpy, who, 
under the fandion of the law of nations, was come to pry into the date 
of afhdrs. This prince, who was naturally of a proud and violent temper, 
would have, paid but little regard to this law, if his minifters had not re- 
prefented tire inconveniences which might attend the violation of it. He 
was therefore prevailed oig not only to diffemble his refentrnent, hut uf' > 
to permit that this TURicrsH mlnifter, in company with fonis afgh . 
who were appointed to watch him, fliould fee sham hvs^^ein. 


VoL. Ill, 
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1723. The TURKS not knowing what Was tranra<$l:rng at Ispahan, had fcnt 
OSMAN to this unfortunate prince ; but he was ordered eighteen days after 
his arrival to depart. He had reafon enough to think, that his prefence 
had been difagreeable j for they fearched both hiinfelf and his baggage 
twice at the city gates ; and three miles from thence, upon vifiting feme 
cherts which had not been opened in the town, two young Persian wo- 
men were dragged out of them, and ftabbed upon the fpot, as allb fome 
flaves of the fame nation, who were dilguifed in a Turkish drels, think- 
ing to efcape among the aga’s retinue. 

Maghmud, in the mean time, ufed every endeavour to weaken the 
PERSIAN inhabitants of Ispah an. The blood which he had fpilt, was 
not fuflicient to remove his anxiety. He ordered a proclamation to be 
made, that whoever was inclined to quit the town, iTiould be at liberty 
to retire ; except a certain number of young Persians wdiom he had 
chofen, in order to train them up to the manners and difciplinc of his 
own nation. In confequence of which, all thofe wlio were able to bear 
arms, and had not complied with the tacit orders implied in that per- 
mirtion, were fecretly put to death. 

The few inhabitants that were left in the city could give him no fur- 
ther umbrage j he therefore applied his thoughts to thofe in the open 
country. Encouraged by the infurreilion at casbin, thefe were every 
where in arms againrt the rebels j cfpccially the inhabitants of ben Isfa- 
han, who continued to fignalize their hatred againrt the Afghans, fo as 
to kill jfeveral of them at the very gates of the town, from whence they 
alfo carried off fome pieces of cannon. The probable effed of fuch an 
example, was not the only circumftance that dirturbed maghmud. The 
provifions which he had caufed to be brought into Isfahan were almoft 
confumed j and as the infurredion of the open country hindered a frerti 
fupply, the AFGHANS were in danger of being famifhed in their turn. 

To remedy thefe inconveniencies, maghmud gave orders to nazr ulla 
to take the field with a detachment of 3000 men. This general was re- 
pulfcd at Icveral of thefe little towns j however, he took fome by ftorm, 

A and 
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and obliged others to furrender ; fo that at length he obtained a Tupply of 1723 
provifions. Among pthcr places koomsha, a city fituated fifteen leagues 
fouth of ISFAHAN, fubmittcd to him. As this fupply had been raifed 
in a country ruined by the war, it was not fufficient to maintain the Af- 
ghan army for any length of time ; maghmud therefore gave nazr ulla 
a reinforcement of 1000 men, with orders to make an incurfion into, the 
northern parts of irac agemi. This general fet out accordingly the 4th 
of APRIL, and diredling his march thro’ the deferts to the fouthward, 
the better to furprize the enemy, appeared fuddenly in the neigbourhood of 
HAMADAN. The KHAN who was governor of that country marched out 
at the head of 3000 men to give him battle : but his troops were too raw 
to {land the fire of the Afghans, who, after putting them to flight, made 
three attempts to take the city by florin. 

Wc have already obferved, that the Afghans had neither patience nor 
(kill to carry on a regular fiege j fo that a Angle wall retarded their pro- 
grefs as much as the flrongeft baflion. Nazr ulla being difeouraged 
at the lofs he had fuflained in endeavouring to take the place, contented . 
himfelf with ravaging the country. As things were fltuated, there was 
nothing difficult in tliis undertaking. The terror occafioned by this fud- 
den incurfion, and by the apprehenfions of the cruelty of the Afghans, was 
fo .great, that wherever they turned their arms, they found the towns and . 
villages deferted. It is mentioned as a matter of aflonifljment, that during 
the whole courfe of this expedition, none but the keeper of the king’s 
fluds in KHOiTsisTAN, and the khan of hamadan, had the courage to 
oppofe the rebels. The former indeed w’as more fuccefsful than this 
general ; for taking 2000 men with him, who were appointed to guard 
the king’s horfes, he attacked a party of the rebels, and carried oft* a con- 
fiderable number of camels loaded with plunder. 

This little, army had therefore leifure and opportunity to pillage as 
much as they pleafed j after which nazr ulla, willing to fulfil his ma- 
fler’s iutentions, led them towards df.rghezin, a town fituate within 
three days journey of hamadan, on the fide of casbim. This town aud 
its neighbourhood, are inhabited by people pf the fame fed as the af- 
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gwaKis. It was the policy of Abas I. to tranfport the inhabitants of 
conquered places from one country to another, with the view not only of 
preventinjf any danger from their di/aftedlion, but iikewife of depopu- 
lating the frontiers expofed to an enemy: this pruice had removed tliefc 
people from kourdistan, to the territories of hamadan, about der- 
CHEZiN j where, according to their original culloin, they lived the great- 
eft part of the year in tents. This conformity of manners and religion, 
hrft gave the notion to nazr ulla of inviting tiieni to Isfahan. He 
engaged their chiefs, and msfuaged the affair la dexterouily, that he per- 
fuaded them to agree to this new migration. It is probable the chiefs 
thetnfelves might prefer the houfes of th.e capital to their cottages and 
tents j but nazr ulla had foon rcafon to think, that this change was not 
agreed to with the unanimous confent of thefe people, for numbers of 
them, biafied by their aftedtion for their own habitations, deferted, and re- 
turned home again. 


While MAZR ULLA was ravaging this part of ps'rsia, maghmud did 
not adl more humanely towards the people of Isfahan, not fparing even 
the foreigners, as the English fattors there experienced ; for befidcs a 
confiderable fum in money, he took a large value in cloth and Huffs, The 
dutch east-in di a company’s factors were treated more fcvercly. Tiie 
merchants of that nation had fold, during the Euninc, a great quantity of 
bad fugar at an excellivc higli price ; and as the extravagant dearnefs of 
every kind of providon, had ftripped even tiie wealthy of the greateft 
part of tlieir money, the dutch laid out their whole capital, in piir- 
chaling at a very low rate the molt valuable moveables and commodities 
in the city, as ffuffs, hi as, furs, jewels, <xc,. But tliey were at length 
obliged to refund j lor magmmud ordered their ftandard ‘ to be beaten 
down i and compclk'd them to diicover where they had concealed their 
wealth. They had found the means of remitting fome part of their 
treafure at different times to tender aua.ssi, yet the fum faid to be ex- 
torted from them upon tins occahori amounted to near 400,000 crowns *. 

The 

A kind of enfiga or banner, likc^hat iifed on board of ihlps, which the confttU of eukomau 
liatlons put up bdbre their Jioufc. » 100,000/, 
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The INDIANS^ whom commercial views -had induced to fettle in isfa- ^ 723 , 
HAN, were alfo taxed at the rate of 27,000 tomans After this magh- 
MUD made a frelh attack upon the Armenians of julfa. 'W'e have al- 
ready mentioned that they jiad given a bond payable at the termination 
of the liege, and tliat nine of their cliicfs had been arrefted as furetks 
for the engagement, which Hill amounted to 50,000 tomans. Whether 
it was thro’ delign or inability, thele people had failed payment j but 
MACxiMOD fent for tile principal of tlicm, and caufed tiie heads of three 
of the furctics to be cut ofl^ among thefe was their calentar or civil 
magiftratc. After extorting fome money from the reft through the terror 
of this execution, he at length permitted them to return home. 


C H A P. XXV. 

ZcBERDEST KHAN hiys /it'gi’ to GHiEZ, (ind takci it. The inhahifunts oj 
BEN ISFAHAN Jurrender by capitulation, Nazr vlla returns avV.: a 
conjiderable booty and fyrovijions. A ne\c colon v Afghans an he ' jroni 

KANDAHAR. The VAEl of GEORGIA depfpid. NaZR UCLA is /c »// bstO 

FARSiSTAN. Maghmud bejlcges GHULi'AicnvN. Tha.m.a : tiiarcke:, an 
army to rhife the jkge ^ his army ,tjeated, and GiiULPAiGAN “ taken. 


Refcluiicn and unhappy J ate of lu r 


'■ Ax.) NAAN. 


N the mean time M‘\Giii.' -OD cn'rieii ' n uMr with great vigour 
againll the fevcral towns ilrasAcd n tla.' r.e’ghh'ourhood of Isfahan. 
He had committed the care o* fubdaing tlvoiv. pLccs to zeberdest khan, 
who was taken prifoncr twenty ycr.is before by the Afghans, and had 
palTcd from the ftate of flavery, to one of the- [irincipal polls in tlieir 
army. This ofticer maintained the reputation of bravery, by which he 
had made his fortune. Without amuiing himlclf, as his predeceft'or had 
done, in ravaging the open country, or in plundering a few dcfcncekls 
towns, he ventured towards the beginning of may to lay fiege to ghiez, 
a fortrefs before which the Afghans had mifearried more than once. 

This 


67,500/. 


This is a town near cmhak, 
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1723. This place was fituated within three leagues of Isfahan, upon anietni- 
. nencc which commands the country, and was cftcemed very ftrong. The 
KHAN fummoned the garrifon to furrender j upon the governor’s rcfufal, 
he fent fome persees to break open the gates with their hatchets. But 
the reception his men met, foon convinced him that he muft proceed 
with greater precautiori. He therefore relolved to undermine the walls, 
and open a fubterraneous paflage into the town. T’he work was direded 
by a PERSEE, whofe profeffion was to dig wells: when it was completed, 
he ordered a detachment to make their way through it fword in hand. 
The befieged, aftoniflied to fee the enemy ftart up from under the ground, 
a thing of whicli they had no conception, no longer refifted. Moft of 
them were put to the fword, and their wives and children carried into 
flavery. This conqueft proved of great fervicc to the Afghans, for 
it not only fecured the neighbouring villages, but likewife contributed 
greatly to engage the inhabitants of ben Isfahan to fubmit to their 
government. 

It was aga'intl this town that zeberdest khan turned his arms, after 
the taking of giiiez. We have already feen, how its inhabitants main- 
tained the reputation, which they had acquired by the advantages gained 
over MAGHMUD and aman ola: their example ferved to keep up the 
fpirit of refiftance in other neighbouring towns. Hitherto they had 
been deaf to every propofal made by tlic ufurper, but their prefent cir- 
cumflances began to render them more docile : they confidered that prince 
T-EHMAS, whofe name was hardly any longer mentioned, wms not in a 
capacity to lend them alliftance j that the taking of ghiez enabled the 
enemy to blockade them more conveniently j and as it was now im- 
poflible for them to fupport an independency, it would be expofing them- 
felves to inevitable miferies to no purpofe, to hold out any longer. Thcfe 
reflexions inclined them to acquiefee to the folicitations of zeberdest 
KH AN. On the other hand they were deterred by the apprehenfion that 
MAGHMUD might refent the treatment fhewn to his brother and his othtr 
relations, with the feveral damages they had,done him. The khan how- 
ever diflipated their fears, by ofFcring, that the capitulation Ihould be 

figned 
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figned by the principal otliccrs of the army, who were to engage their ^723* 
lionouis for the ftridl execution of it. On thefe conditions, they fub- 
mitted at length to the yoke of the ufurper, 

Maghmud foon juftified their fiifpiclons : he could not forgive the 
damages they had done him, nor their having feveral times endeavoured 
to peifuade the inhabitants of Isfahan to deliver themfelves by a general 
infurreftion from the yoke under which, they groaned. His intention 
was to engage them in fomc dep, which would juftify his breaking the 
capitulation, and ferve as a pretext to his vengeance. He therefore en- 
, deavoured by means of fome perfons, who flaould feign a deteflation of 
hirafclf and his government, to perfuade them to revolt ; but thefe people 
were too wife or too virtuous to be caught in this fnare. They were as 
religious obfervers of the oath they had taken to him, as of the allegiance 
they had fworn to their lawful fovereigni hence they feized thofe emif- 
faries, and fent them to Isfahan in irons, that maghmud might inflidl 
what punilhment he pleafed upon them. This mark of fidelity at length 
reconciled him to them. 

7 'he return of nazr. ulla, after an excurfion of three months, af- 
forded no lefs pleafure to maghmud, than the reduflion of thofe two 
places. The apprehenfion he had been under, that the city would be 
depopulated by a fecond famine, was intireiy removed when he faw this 
general arrive fafe in Isfahan, with a great number of camels loaded 
with provifions and booty 3 alfo with many thoufand derghezins, who 
might be conlidcrcd as a new colony, not fubjedl: to be fufpedted, but in- 
tireiy agreeable to the Afghans. 

Towards the end of )une appeared a fecond colony ; this was a cara- 
van of feveral thoufand camels, which arrived from kandahar. Thef« 
fuccours were owing to the prudence of maghmud, at the very beginning 
of his reign. After the defeat of moula moussa by myrza ismael, 
by which a great treafure was plundered, he fent mahommed nischan, 
his grand mafter of the ceremonies with a frefli fupply of money into 
that country, to make newjevies : and as this prince perceived tb;it his 
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1723. foldiers deferted in bodies, and that whole companies had returaed home, 
from the ciellre of feeing their wives and children } he intrufled this offi- 
cer with Soco .vinels to bring the jfiimilies of thofe Afghans who werfe 
already in the e as likcwife of tliofe whom he fiiould ealift into the 
fcrvice. This precaution, together with the fune which he had acquired 
of having afeended the throne of Persia, rendered this caravan much 
more confidcrable than vv.is expctlcd. 

Magmmud diftributed pv't of the deferted houfes and lands to the 
AFGHAXS and derghezins ^ lately arrived ; and finding that thefc eolo- 
iiies, tho’ numerous, were not lufficient to re^ people the town, he raifedf, 
a new fund out of the laft taxes, and put it into the hands of mahommed 
N isciiAN, with orders to lay it out in raifing 15000 men more, and to 
bring them from kaxdahar \Wth their familcs. 

In the mean time shah T/EHMas continued atTAVRis, contriving means 
to recover his dominions 3 but gave no dcmonflration of a cap.icity equal 
to the part he had to act: His conviuil was but a natural conrequence of 
tlie manner in which he had been educated. Accordi!‘'g to tire cuilom 
edabliffied bv apas the ckkat, he was not permitted to go out of the 
fera^'io, till the very day he was named fucccfi.br to the throne. I'he 
fame prince, by an elFedl of his jealoufy, committed the education of the 
princes of the "blood to (junuehs, whofe principal care was to keep tltem 
in itrnorance. T/Ehmas came fo rude and unpolifiied out of their hands, 
that he was obliged to rely intirely upon the information and field ity of 
the people about him. The fevere manner in which Ire was educated, 
was moreover produAive of another inconvenlency. He was liardly re- 
leafed irom the feraglio, when his favourite pafiions began to predomi- 
nate. Thinking himfelf no longer accountable for Iris conduA, he aban- 
doned Ifunfelf intirely to his plcafures, wffiich neither reafon nor expe- 
rience had ir. fir lifted him how to regulate. To purfue the true ohjeds 
of pleafure, as agreeable to the charaAer of a prince, can only be the 
eficA of wife inftructions. V/hat then could be expeAed from this heir 

of the PERSIAN diadem ? 
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He bad already made one falfe flep in difcharging bis army at casbin j lyt 
and now be made another no lefs injurious to bis interefl. Sodn after he 
was declared king, he fent a meffengcr tovACHTANCA, vali of Georgia, 
with orders to repair forthwith to tavrts, and pay him homage. A i‘e- 
fcntment of thivS prince’s behaviour in refufing to march to the fuccour 
of isFAHAM, or Ibme fiilfe policy, occafioned this fummons to be couch- 
ed in terms, which only ferved to irritate a pcrfon who was naturally 
haughty, and very little inclined to obedience. The vali provoked at 
this treatment, defpifed the orders ; but forefreing danger from the difif- 
■fedtion which the grandees of tb.c country thewed to iiim 5 and having 
already frnitlefsly attempted to fuhjcdl his territories to Russia, lie " now 
wrote to CONSTANTINOPLE, oiTeriiig to pay the port anpniuUy twenty- 
four purfes, by way of tribute, on condition they would maintain him 
in the polTediou of his government, and confirm the privileges winch ^ 
the; kings of pkrsta had granted to the piinces ins predcccllbrs, as well 
as to the nation in general. 

1 

I’he VALI had not lime to execute this lall; projed ; for ta-.mmai; dc- 
pided him in .march following, and nominated in his place, MAHOMwnr) 
KOULi KHAN, prluce of caket, who was alfo defeended from the antiwit 
kings of GEORGIA. The new vali. prefented himfclf before teilis .not 
long after, in order to take poirefiion of his govenimcnt j but not ]r!vi;.g 
a force fufficient to contend wltli vachtanga, who, contrary' to the 
vice of the grandees cf the nation, bad given arms to the people; he 
was obliged to return to his principality for fuccours. As foon as he arri- 
ved there, he afi’ernbled all the military people tlia’t could be found, and 
entered into a treaty with his neighbours the ij;sc;ees', who fuppiied him 
with a body of 7000 men; the jundion of thefe forces augmented his army 
fo confiderably, that on the 8th of aiav he appeared again before tefl.cs. 

Vachtanga forefeeing this llorm, had already concerted his mca- 
fures. Finding that the inliahitants began to treat him publicly as c 
rebel, and that lie could no longer depend on their afledion, he quirtc i 
the town privately the preceding nifdu', and carried wdlh jiim his fnniiy, 

Vo I.. HI. \ ‘ Y and 
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1723. and the great treafure which he had amaflcd during the courfe of a dong 
reign. This proud Georgian then felt the puniffinient of the-mifchie^s 
eaufed by his difobedlence. Having wandered from place to place as a 
fugitive, in august 1725 he took refuge in st. Petersburg ; where, for 
reafons of flate, and the connexion he had with the Russian court, he 
found a fife azylum. The new vali meeting no longer with a compe- 
titor, made his entrance into teflis. The grandees, and the inhabitants 
in general, were convinced ,pf their former error, and received him with 
great demonftrations of joy. He had not been tong with them, when 
he taxed them with 50,000 tomans y, part of which was paid itnmedi’- 
ately, and the remainder a few months after. 

In this interval the Afghan army was increafed by a body of 6000 
DERGHEziNS, whom js’AZR ULLA had colledted before his return, and by 
a confiderable number of Turkish adventurers, whom maghmud had 
taken into his pay, as likewife by the recruits arrived from kandahak. 
This prince was now able to engage in fonie frefli enterprizc, but appre- 
hending that his abfence might caufe fome. troubles in the capital, lie rc- 
folved to entruil the execution of his defigns to the experience of nazr 
ULLA, Thus the army was again divided into two bodies ; this general 
having the mofl numerous under his command, received the sultan’s 
direftions to fall upon the province of farsistan. 

M AGHAiUD was of too a< 5 live a genius to be long idle: leaving a 
fufiicient garrifon in Isfahan, he led the remainder of ins troops againll 
GHULPAiGAN, a towti lituated in a plain weftward of cashan. The in- 
habitants of this place were ftrongly attached to TAtiiMAs’s party, and had 
neglected no precaution necelJiuy to enable them to hold out a long fiege. 
Machmud eaufed his cannon £0 be fired againfl tlie walls, and then com- 
manded his troops to florin the town in three different places. The Per- 
sians defended themfelves with great rcfolution, but not without aban- 
doning fome of the works vi’hich they had thrown up. 

Tilings were in this fituation, when maghmud received intelligence, 
that anew enemy Jiad flarted up againfl fiim. The fuccefs which t^ehmas 

htid 
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had Jn reducing tefl is, railed the courage of that prince j he appointed 1723. 
FENDOtjN, KHAN of the KOURDS, to Command his troops ; and having 
ordered the vali’s of loristan and Arabia, and the khan of cohki- 
X.AN to join tliat general with all the forces of their refpedive govern- 
ments, he gave direclions to him to march to Isfahan, and attack the 
ufurper. Fendoun khan was prevented from drawing any fuccours 
from thofe provinces, by the motion of the ottoman armies ; who hav- 
ing invaded Georgia, as we fiall have ocpafion to mention more par- 
ticularly, became mailers of that countrjr, and threatened the frontiers of 
PERSIA- on every fide. This general had however 8000 men under his 
command, all choice troops, which taaimas had ailcmbled in the neigii- 
boiirhood of tavris, and with vvliich he might have rendered feme 
fervic'c : but preferring plunder, he pillaged the quarter of the city where 
the ARMENIANS rcfidc, under a pretence that thefe people favoured Iiis 
mailer’s enemies ; and adding impollure to this a£l of villainy, he fent 
the heads of fome of thofe who had been murdered on this occafon to 
the s.HAH, as if they belonged to the Afghans killed in battle j but the . 
fraud was eafily difeovered, as the heads of feveral Armenian priefts 
were known by the tonfure. 

A general fo little a friend to jufllce, feemed to promlfe no great fuccefs 
towards retrieving the affairs of the shah^ however he determined to 
attack the enemy. lie knew that maghmud had marched out of Isfa- 
han with only 10,000 rneii} ^^nd prefumed with good rcafon that tin's 
army, already harrall'ed with the cold and continual rains, would not be 
able to withfland the joint attack of his troops and of the inhabitants of 
GHULFAiCAN. Flattered with this notion, he marched againll the Af- 
ghans, but was foon put to flight, with tlie lofs of 2000 of his forces. 

He then retired to his own country, whither he invited the Turks, 
who, on condition of his fealty to them, left him in pofTeflion of his 
government. 

Taihmas was thus punillied for intruding the command of his troops 
to a man, who had no military abilities ; and wliofe fidelity he ought to 
have fufpeded, finbe he could not be ignorant that the kourds are of the 
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J723. iiuiie lt 4 t as the Turks their neighbours. This event was followed wM^ 
the Icfs of AiAcoN. Thcfe new rebels having entered that place by 
furprixe tlie very finie year* put the garrifon to the fword, and made 
theinfclves mailers of that fortrefs, which in thofe countries is eftcemed 
iixiprcgnable. 

TJic lofs of this battle was aifo attended with that of ghulpaigan. 
Some of the inhabitants endeavoured to throw themfelves into a fort 
contiguous to th.e town, but maghmud cut moft of them to pieces. 
The remainder no fooner beheid a barbed elephant brought againft their 
walls in order to make -a breach, than tliey fubmitted to the conqueror. 

The SULTAN having thus routed an army, taken a town, and obliged a 
fortrefs to fun ender, returned triumphant to Isfahan, He then entnifted 
the command of his troops to. zf.berdest khan, who not long after 
made himfelf mailer of honsar, a Uirge town iituate witlrin hve clays 
journey north-vveft of the capital. Towards the end of nEcrMBER this 
^general marched againft cashan, vvhofc inhabitants, contrary to the alle- 
giance they had fworn when a man ola was upon his march towards 
CASBiN, had taken up arms in favour of prince ta-hmas. 

Lutf ALi KHAN, famous for the defeat he gave the rebels before 
KHERMAN, and afterwards for his difgrace at a time when he might 
have faved the empire, was not included in the maffacre of tlie nbbles 
already mentioned. Maghmud was delirous of gaining him over to hi.s 
intered ; and tho’ this faithful fubjedt had always avoided entering into 
any engagements prejudicial to Ids lawful fovereign j yet the sultan, 
hoping to win 1dm, continued to load him with favours. Lutf ali 
KHAN being thus efteemed and refpedled at court, might have fpent his 
days in eafe and tranquillity j but his loyalty would not permit him 
to be pafTive: he thought it his duty to ferve tA'Ihmas his lawful fove- 
reign, With this view he waited a favourable opportunity, and made 
his efcape from Isfahan, defigning to join the shah in tavris. 

The flight of luft ali kkan, flung the Afghans into frefh apprehen- 
fions. They could not forget that this general, after the vidlory he had ob- 
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tained over them, Was juft upon the point of cruflaing them in their own 172 
country. They knew that he was acquainted with their weak condition ; ‘ 

and ftiould he put hitnfeif at the head of an army, which his reputation 
might enable him to colled', it was hard to fay what would be the confe- 
qinmce. Magi i mud cauied diligent Icarch to be made for him, and pro- 
mifed confidcrable rewards to thofe who ftiould difeover him. They had 
not yet finiflied their enquiries, w'hen the unfortunate i,utf ali khan ap- 
peared in fight. The people of den Isfahan having difeovered him in their 
town, brought him to tiie ufurper. Maghmud no looncr approached 
him, than forgetting his own dignity, he fell upon liim like a mad-man, 
and hewed him in pieces wdth his fahre. How greatly the tyrant ftood 
in fear of the virtues of this illuftrious genera!, appeared by this barba- 
rous and unprincely adion j as well as by the privileges and favours, 
with which he rewarded the zeal and affedion of the inhabitans of den 

ISFAHAN, 


CHAP. XXV 1. 

‘The TURKS fend an army into Georgia. The czar fuhaues ghilan. 
JJneqfmefs of the ottoman port at the progref of the Russians. T.eh- 
/ends an e mb a fa dor to the port^ who mif carries in his negotiation. 
liMAEL BEG is fctit embafuiov to the court 0/ Russia, and concludes a 
treaty ‘ivith the czar. Particulars of this treaty, 

D uring thefe tranfadions in the interior parts of the Persian 
dominions; in the month of October the preceding year, the 
o i'TOMAN court difpatched NISEI mahommed aga, as envoy to peter 
the GREAT. As he palled through crim tartary, the khan infor- 
med him of the circumftanccs of this monarclfs expedition into Persia. 

JL 

He took the road to astrachan, where lie expeded to meet the em- 
peror * ; but bearing that this prince was fet out for mosco, he changed 

- ■ his. 

« We life the word emperor and czar in cc-iiiUiorK the fornie* is mod proper, though the laticr 
ih moll taraihar* 
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1723. his rout. Nisii mahommeo aga had received a charge to m&lcer 
. all pofliblc expedition j but as foon as he arrived on the Russian terri- 
tories, lie was detained by the officer who commanded on that fi-ontler, 
under a pretence tliat he could not permit him to proceed any further, 
without exprefs orders from his court. This difficulty, w'hich feemed 
to arife only from too ferupuious an exadnefs in the officer, was not 
removed till the czar received news from nepleuiff his refident at 
CONSTANTINOPLE, This monarch being then informed of the difpo- 
fitions of the port, commilfioned one of his officers to receive the Turk- 
ish envoy upon the frontier, and to condudl him to court. 

Nisli mahommed aga then proceeded on his journey, and arrived 
at Mosco, where he made liis public entry the fixth of February. 
Some days after he was conducted to the audieiiee of the czar, with 
the honours due to his ch.avader : he delivered Ins credential?, and beg- 
ged that commiffarles might be nominated to treat with him, concerning 
the affairs committed to his charp-e. The grand fignior’s letter to ilic 
•czar was conceived in very ffrong, tho’ moderate terms. Tire ottoman 
emperor intimated to him, that he had carried his refentment to a fufll- 
• cient length againfi: the lesgees j and gave him to underfland, that as 
thefe people were sunnis, and confequently under his protection, lie 
could not be an idle fp'eCtator, in feeing them reduced under the domi- 
nion of any cliriftian prince. This was iignifying, that if Russia in- 
tended to preferve the peace inviolate, ffie muff give up tarku and 
DERBEND, and demoliffi the fort of the holy crofs. 

The AGA explained himfelf fully upon the fubjeCt to baron schafi- 
ROFF, vice-chancellor of Russia, and follicited ftrongly for a quick dif- 
patchj but the czar, being informed from Constantinople that the 
TURKS were as defirous as himfelf to avoid coming to a rupture, defer- 
red giving an anfvver. 

While the Turkish envoy endeavoured to difeover the motive of this 
affedled delay, hahdgee daoud beg, chief ofsHAMAKiE, being alarmed 
to fee DERBEND in the hands of a prince, who pretended he had taken 
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up arms with no other view than to chaflife him for his mifdemeanours, >723. 
had fent a mcfl'enger to constantinopli;, oifering to put hitn|clf under . 
the protection of the grand fignior. As this propofal facilitated the views 
which the xurks had upon Georgia, it was received with joy; -and the 
HAHDGEE vvas uflured by the^ grand fignior, tliat to difciiarge the duties 
which his otHee of imam“ impofed upon him, he would foon refeue 
him from the yoke of the chrillians, and be revenged of the Georgians, 
who had encouraged the enemy to invaile their country. After which 
he nominated the hahdgee, khan of deruend, and in this quality he 
fent him the ftandards and liorfes tails, with which basha’s of the firft 
rank are honoured in turkey'. 

This event confirmed the port in the refolution of engaging tlie czar 
to abandon his conquells. In order the more cafily to perfuadc liim 
into this meafure, the grand fignior pubiUlxed a manifello, fetting forth, 
that as DERBENo formerly conCtitiitcd a part of his empire, and as the 
protection which he owed to muiTuhnen in general, obliged him to afiid 
the EESGEES againd the enterprizes of chrillian powers, he could no-, 
loiigcr continue the peace with RtrssiA, unlefs the czar W’ould with- 
draw his troops from dagistan, and particularly from derbeno ; which 
he could fo much the Icfs forfake, as there was dill a mofque thcrC;, 
which was formerly built by the port. 

The lad reafon was fo much the more plaufible, as the law forbids 
the mahommedans to give up, either by capitulation or treaty, any of 
thofe towns where fuch temples have been nnfed. This rnanifedo was 
hardly fejit into Russia, and didributed among the foreign ininifitTS at 
CONSTANTINOPLE, when the port received letters, by wirich VAGiiXANCA. 
oB'ered, under the conditions already related, to acknowledge tliC iove- 
rcignty of the grand fignior. 

The port, inclined to make advantage of tliefe difi'erent propofidr, gave 
orders to the bashas of the provinces of Asia, to join ail trie troops 
of their refpedive governments to thoic of tlie bash a of EU-zERonM, 
who was named general in chief ‘‘ of tJie army defigned againd geokgia. , 

And. 

^ ShK/TiXlliK, 


* Chief iind defender of the Luv, and fovereign of the people who pi oiefs it. 




i72^3’ And in order to provide againft any enterprizes of the RUSSiANSjiithe 
garrifons were reinforced, and the magazines of the frontier towns filled 
with proihfions. But the real defigns of the port were againll Persia : 
this is manifell; from her refufing the offer v/hicli the khan of crim 
TARTARY made to obfirudl the progrefs of the Russians on the fide of 
PERSIA, by laying fiege to ASTRACHAN. 

Peter the great was in the fame difpofition, in this refped, as the 
port, and was making the fame military preparations. He gave orders 
for putting dehbend into a ftate of defence, and for rendering tfie troops 
complete. He then aflembled an army on the frontiers of dagistan, 
under pretence that tlie eesgees threatened to make an irruption into the 
kingdom of astrachan. 

In the mean time he continued to amufe the Turkish envoy, and Co 
infinuate to this minifter, that the intereft of both courts was to agree 
concerning the conquefts they were to make in Persia ; tliat this w.u; 
the way to avoid any obfiacles that might arife on eitlier fide ; and that 
• adling thus in concert, they might fettle the government of that monar- 
chy, in the manner mofi: agreeable to their refpedive intercfls. And join- 
ing menaces to perfuafion, he difpatched NISEI mauommed aga home 
with an anfwer to this cited: that it was not his intention to make the 
lead, infringement in the peace, which lie had concluded with the port . 
but if this power ihould attempt to oppofe his views, he would take 
proper meafures to crofs the defigns which the grand fignior might have 
againll the countries fituate between the two feas k At the fame time 
he gave orders to tranfport the artillery, with ammunition and proviiions, 
for taking the field j and’ leaving mosco, he fet out the beginning of 
MARCH for ST. PETERSBURG. 


It is evident that the czar’s propofals were equally advantageous 
to both empires: of this the port was convinced, but it was ditBcult 
to put them in execution. The Russians and turks had in fome 
meafure declared war againll Persia, one by invadiiig dacistan, and 
the o^ier by marching an army into Georgia 3 fo that it did not 
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eonfiftent for t.mhmas to commit his interefls to neighbours who 
v/cre Gripping him of his dominions. 

■/ 

The port had Hill greater obflacles to furmount. As foon as magh- 
Mirp was become mafter of Isfahan, he enjoined the inhabitants, upon 
pain of death, to break off all epiftolary concfpondence, and by the ciif- 
. ferent precautions wliicli he had taken cn this occafon, the fuccef; of 
the liege had been kept a fxaet. Upon the return of osman Af: a from 
ISFAHAN, the court of CONSTANTINOPLE .was informed that this prince 
had obliged shah hussein' to refign his capital and his diadem. This 
gipat event occahoned new deliberations. Ma gh mud feemed polH’iTed of 
the qviaUfications and fortune of tliofc conquerors, who in former ages 
had ravaged asia. The Turkish minillers however were not fo much 
afraid of his power, as embaraflcci by his being of the fc£l of the sun- 
Nis as well as themfelves. They concluded that their troops would re- 
fuib to fight againfl a prince, who, by the dcllrudtion of the per si ah 
empire, appeared as a hero of their religion. This difficulty increafed, as 
they were to enter into an alliance with a chrifliafv power, not only to* 
fliare between them the diffierent provinces of a monarchy ceded by the 
abdication of shah hussfin to maghmud, but likewife to dethrone him, 
and to fubiiitute in his Head t.ehmas, a prince of the fedf of alt. Yet 
it feemed prudent to put a flop to the progrefs of a man, whofe ambi - 
tious enterprizes aiready threatened the empire j and tliere wars no poffi> 
bility of cffedcing this with any feciirity to the frontier, but by acceptiirg 
the gear’s propofai. 

The port VAiS thus in fufpe nee between the fear of machmud’s future 
fuccefs, and the hope of reaping fome advantage from the fituation to 
which he had reduced the kingdom of Persia. The czar,, who hatl 
prolonged the negotiation with the Turkish minirter upon the fimo-c prii>- 
cipky gave orders that he Ihould be condudted to the frontier by very 
11:6 w journeys j fo that he did not reach const anttnople till the er.d of 
MAY. As foon as he' arrived, he alTurcd tlie grand fignicr,^ that the CiAie 
had no other intention than to fupport a good underlfanding with his 
highnefs ; adding, tiiat this prince had fent full powers t Ids icisdent, 
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^23 to aft in concert with the port, that no umhrage might be takcrf on 
either hd^. 

In the beginning of* march, ghilan fubmittcd to the Russian troops. 
About the lirme time ibrahim, basha oCsErzeroum, was joined by the 
BEGLERBEGS of DiARBECK, TREBEsoNDE, and fcvcral Others, who formed 
an army of 40,000 men. The basha put himfelf at the head of them, 
and fent a meflenger to mahommed kouli khan, vali of Georgia, de- 
manding the delivery of the‘city and caftle of teflis. The vali wanted 
neither courage nor experience ; but he had very few troops, and the 
taxes w'hich he had impofed, alienated the affeftions of the people from 
him, in the very beginning of his reign. Under thefc circumllances he 
fubmitted to the ottoman dominion, on condition that the seraskier 
would confirm him in his principality. The Turkish deputy promifed 
him this upon oath, and returned to give an account of his negotiation to 
the general. 

Agreeably to this convention, the Turks marched to the walls of 
TEFLIS the 12th of JUNE. Mahommed kouli khan met the skras- 
KIER with a numerous retinue in due form, and delivered the keys of the 
town and caflle to him. This general received the vali with great de- 
monflrations of benevolence, and as a mark of honour gave him a veft 
lined with fable j but as foon as he took pofleflion of the fortrefs, he or- 
dered him to be arrefted, thus confirming a Georgian proverb, “ To trufl 
“ an OTTOMAN is to lean upon a wave The depofed khan found 
means a few days after to efcape from prifon j and retired into his prin- 
cipality of CARET. In the mean time the port had nominated baccar, 
vachtanga’s eldeft fon, for his fuccelTor. This prince was fo averfe to 
the new government, that a few months afte:rwards he went out of te- 
flis, under pretence of diverting himfelf by hunting, and voluntarUy re- 
tired from a place, where he enjoyed only the empty title of fovercign. 

In the mean time the seraskier, encoujaged by the reduftion of 
^jpFLjs, call his eye upon gan ja, and marched his army the autumn 

following, 
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following, in order to lay fiege to it. He made hioifelf maftcr of the vi^. 
fuburb of the Armenians ; but the garrifon and inhabitants of the town 
recovering from their furprize, attacked him in his camp. T^e xunKs, 
being prefled hard on every fide, abandoned their artillery and baggage, 
and fled with the utmoft precipitation : they loft on this occafion ■^000 
men. The seraskier, difpirited by this difgrace, retired with the fliat- 
tered remains of his army to his government of erzeroum. 

The reduilion of Georgia had in fon\e meafure made the Turks 
amends for the uneafinefs occafioned by the Russians taking pofll-flion of 
GHiLAN. The courts of st. Petersburg and Constantinople Teemed 
now' to triumph fucceflively at the expence of the fugitive king of peksia. 

As their jealoufy of each other incrcafed with their fuccefs, tlicy took 
fuch meafures as they judged moft convenient for their mutual fecurity. 

The CZAR marched frefti troops towards shirvan j and the grand fignior 
put AZOFF, and the other towns on the Russian frontiers, in a poilurc 
of defence. 

Tzehmas shah being thus on all fides opprefled, refolved to try his* 
fuccefs in negotiation. With this view he confirmed the credentials wliich 
his father had given ismael beg, as erabaflador to the court of st. pe- ' 
TERSDURG } and nominated another for that of Constantinople. They 
both fet out at the lltme time. The perfon appointed for the ottoman 
port was detained at carsj but he difpatched two of his retinue in a 
fecret manner to notify the fubjeft of his embafly. Thefe deputies took 
the opportunity of the grand fignlor’s coming out of the mofque at the 
fcaft of BEiRAM, to preient their memorial to him. They were theti 
introduced to the grand fignior and the inufti, to whom they delivered 
their difpatches ; the rcfiilt of which was, that in October folldwlng the 
PERSIAN embaflador Avas permitted to come to Constantinople. His 
commiflion yvas, to requeft the afliftance of the turks againft the Afghan 
rebels. The grand vizir being informed tliat an embafliidor had been lent 
into RUSSIA upon the lame errand, not only made it a reafon to evade a 
definitive anfvvef, but reproached t^.hmas for making any fiich applica- 
tion to a chriflian power. This behaviour was in fume meafure owing 

Z 2 to 
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1733, to the reception whicivhad been given at Constantinople fome months 
before to 'the envoy of mir maghmud. The court feemed defirous at 
this time to humour the affcOlion which the people ilaewed to the af- 
c UA NS j as well as to purfuc the projects which they had formed, in con- 
iequence of the reduOtion of Georgia. 

Ismael beg, whom tt.hmas had nominated as embaflador-pleni- 
pptentiary to the court of Russia, was more fuccefsful. He arrived at 
ST. PETERSBURG thc fcCOncf of SEPTEMBER. The GEAR, wliofc adivc 
genius was impatient of delay, fixed thc audience for the fifth. This 
ceremony w'as performed before thc fenate, after the following manner : 
Tiic embafiador, with his retinue, left their fabres at thc hail-door. He 
made his entrance, holding up in his hand his mafter’s letter, which, after 
he had made his harangue, he prefentecl to the czar. This prince gave 
it to bis chancellor, who laid it upon tire table, defiring the embafi'ador 
to draw nearer to the throne ; which h.aving done, upon his knees, iut 
kiffed the hem of the czar’s garment, and afterwards his hand : at thc 
fame time the czar inquired after thc king’s health. Tlic rersian 
mitiillcr applying this to shah hussein, aird believing he was dead, 
made no reply, but Ihed tears. The chancellor tiica informed tire enr- 
bafiador, that his majefiy’s minifters would anfvver the letter which. Its 
had brought j.upon which he withdrew to the hall, where he had left 
iris retinue, 

.Sooti after arrived news of the furrender of baku. The necefiity of 
preferving a communication by land with ghilan, had determined the 
CZAR to make himfelf raaJder of that coaft 5 in confequence of Which, he 
had given orders to major-general matuskin to embark with 3000 men at 
ASTRACHAN, and the 28th of July they arrived at baku. The general 
immediately wrote to tlie commanding officer, That as the inhabitants 
had faed the preceding year for the protedlion of the emperor his 
inafter, tho’ his majefty then ffiewed fomq repugnance to accept of 
“ their allegiance, yet in coufideratipn of the friendllup fubfiiling between 
“ him and the king of Persia, and through compafhbn for them felves, 
he liad refoived to fend a body of troops, with ammunition and pro- 

“ vifionsj 
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“ vifions; therefore they ought to render themfclves worthy of tins favour 1723, 
“ by a ready fubmiflion, if they were willing to be coaiidcrod as loyal ■ 

“ fubjeds, and good citizens.” 


In pafling through astrachan, jsmael beg had left a letter, which 
was now <lelivcred, exhorting the inhabitants of f.aku to a fubmiffion; 
but the goveioror anfwered, that he could not admit Ibreigii troops into 
t'le lOWii, 'without the expreis orders of shau TAntMAs, 


jL .a. X 1 


r.,= 


pel — 


fifted in this refolution, general matuskin began to cannon.ade the town, 
and employed the two galliots, whicir he hud brouglit with iiim f>r that 
purpoic, in bombarding it. The garrifon of Baku was vciy niur.crou.;, 
and the commandant feemed determined to make an obAinate defence ; 
but on the yth of august he demanded to capitulate, and fent a depu- 
t.itioi! of the principal inhabitants to acquaint the general that he would 
furrendcr up the town. 


This ccnpueil created no dilFiculty in the negotiation with which is- 
MAS.L DPG was charged. He was well acquainted with the melancholy^ 
fituaiion of hia mailer's affiirs, and knew that he could not obtain any 
fuccours upon, better conditions : he took no notice of the liotlilities-which 
he had in feme meauire authorized by his letter, but follicitcd the czar’s 
minifterc. in fo llrong a manner, that they figned a treaty of alliance witli 
him the 23d of sittember, on the following conditions: 


J. I'liat the CZAU fliould pacify the troubles of Persia, drive out the 
AFGHANS, and re-eAablilli the government; 

11 . That x/EiiMAS, as lawful fovereign of that kingdom, fliould yield 
in perjietuity to the russiais: monarchy, the towns ajid dependancics 
of DERRKND and BAKU, with the provinces of ghiean, mazande- 
RAN and astrabad. 


III. That he thould furnifh, at the prices flipulated in this public afl, 
camels and provifions for the RUSSIAN troops. 

•IV. .That hereafter there iliculd be full liberty of commerce between 
both, nations, 

V. In fine) that this alliance .Hiould be piutually defenhve. 

V A R T 
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CHAP. XXVII. 

Pretenfions ^ aman ola to the cronvn, compromifed. Surrender of 
CASHAN. Death and cbaraBer of nazr ulla. He is fucceeded by 
ZEBERDEST KHAN, 'who takes and plunders shirass. 

W HILE TAEHMAs was thus obliged to yield to neceflity, magh- 
MUD was in danger of being llripped of the fovereignty by the 
very man who had moft contributed to his conquefts. We 
have already mentioned that aman ola followed him in this expedition 
as a confederate, and not as a ful:^e<5t. This general, jealous of the filpe- 
riority which the partner of his vidlpries had acquired over him, diilcm- 
blcd his refcntment in hopes of indemnifying himfelf by the wealth 
which he expcdbed to draw from casbin. It is pretended that magh- 
mud had confented to his being declared fovereign of that city ' and its 
j diftri<3: > 
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diftridt ; but the bad fuccefs this general met with in that expedition ir- 1723.1 
fitated him fo much, that he was hardly recovered of his wounds, when 
he infiftcd boldly on macjhmud’s fliaring with him the treafure and fo- 
vereignty. annexed to the Persian diadem, purfuant to the compait 
which he faid they had entered into upon their letting out from kan- 

OAHAI?. 

Regal power, divided between two peifons, is abfolutely inconfiftent, 
even in a limited monarchy j and confcquei^tly impradicable in defpotic 
governments : as to tlie treafures, they were neceirary to the fupport of 
the Rate. Maghmud therefore could not agree to thefe propolals j it 
was his intcreft however to carry it fair witli an experienced general, who 
had moreover brought a confiderable bod}'^ of troops with liim, which 
would obey only his orders. This circumftance feerned to prefage the 
downfal of their ufurped power. Maghmud amufed him with different 
promilcs ; till am an ola perceiving that he was trifled with, rcrolvcd 
to keep no further meafures. One of shah hussein’s daughters, whom 
MAGHMUD had given him in marriage, contributed to inflame his temper,, 
which was naturally fierce. She reminded him of the perfidy and am- 
bition, of the avarice and cruelty of maghmud ; flie made him alib fen- 
fible of the danger to which his life was expofed, if he did not imme- 
diately remove out of the power of the tyrant j and at length prevailed on 
him to join his forces to thofc of t/ehmas shah, in order to drive away 
the ufurper, and divide his ipoils between them. 

With this intent, tow^ards the end of December, am.an. ola left 
ISFAHAN. As foon as he was out of the gates, he put the royal plume 
upon his turbant; and, in order to deceive maghmud, he took the road 
to KANDAHAR. Maghmud did hot Venture to oppole his march j he 
was afraid of increafing the number of bis enemies; and perhaps was 
not forry, though at the expence of part of his army, to be difengaged 
■<froin a roan who had the prelum ption to declare himfelf his competitor. 

But as foon as he heard that this general had altered his '-out, he was 
fo affedled with a fenfe of the danger that might enfue, that he fet out 
immediately in purfuit of him with wliat forces he could colled, order- 
ing 



723. ing the fdfl of his army to follow him \vith all poffiBle ex'pcdition i ia 
in four dtys he came up with him. ' 

It Was prefumed, that am an ola would not venture himfclf again 
ijito the power of a man, to whom he had given fuch iubjedl of offence, 
but rather decide the quarrel by the fword . In dances of cappee and 
incooftancy are very frequent among the eaftern warriors : as foon as they 
came in fight, they ran and embraced each other. Whether the remem- 
brance of pad friendihip difkd all reproaches, and opened their eyes to 
a mutual Intered j or that am an ola did not depend on the fidelity of 
his troops, to meafure his drength with that of the young conqueror j 
tbefc marks of afTedlion were followed by a reconciliation j and aman 
OLA was won once more by maghmud’s promifes. 

This prince artfully foothed the ruling paffion of his difguded friend, 
and made him the compliment of his own horfe : they embraced each 
other, and renewed their former oaths on the points of their naked fibres. 

. Maghmud fent him back to Isfahan, efcorted by a body of horfe •, 
with orders to the governor of tlie city to pay him all the deference ho 
could defire, except granting Iiim his full liberty. 

Maghmud having thus prevented the danger of his friend’s refent- 
ment, obliged the troops belonging to that general to fwear allegiance to 
him, and hud the judgment to incorporate them with his own. He 
then joined the forces under zebeRdfst khan. This general had lately 
raifed his reputation by a new conqueft. He blockaded cashan, tlie inha- 
bitants of which, intimidated by the taking of chulpaigan and hgnsar, 
furrendered by capitulation. The khan paid a religious regard to his 
prouaie, fo that there was neither any diforder nor plundering in the 
town j but it is fud that he afterwards maflacred a confiderabie number of 
thole fit to bear arms, in order to fecure a conqueft, which he had not 
otherv/ire iufficlent force to garrifon. 

It was not till after this barbarous execution that MAcft'MUD joined the 
vidorioiLS army : tlie news he had received from rARsiSTAN, was the 
caull; of this motion. Nazr ulla, who had been intrufted with the 
A. . redudion 
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redudion of that province, made himfelf mafter of all the towns and 
villages in his way, without meeting with any reftftance. The ten-or of 
Jiis name induced them to make a ready fiibmilTion. Thus lie arrived in 
the neighbourhood of shir ass, without fliedding any blood. Here his 
fortune changed. In the firft attack at the fiege of this place, he was 
wounded by a mufket-ball, which put an end to his life. The lofs of 
tnis gt-ijCral, who liad the highefl reputation as a foldier, plunged his 
army into tlic greate/l grief. Of tins they gave the moft melancholy to- 
kens, by the bloody flineral rites with which they honoured his memory. 
For after the whole army had marched round his body, wnth cclouns 
trailing on the ground, they obliged their flaves and prifoners to perform 
the fame ccicmony, and then facrideed them at his feetj according to 
tlie barbarous fuperflition winch they had learnt of the Indians". They 
killed alfb the lincil; of his horfes, the flefli of which, agreeably to the 
endom of the Afghans, was divided among the foldierr., in order to make 
a funeral entertainmeiit. 


1723 


NA.tR ULLA was in ftature very tall, but ill fliaped. The cuftom he * 
lva;l contracted of keeping one eye fliut, procured him tlie name of the 
one-eyed lord by which he was often diftinguiflied. He was fond of ’ 
the ARMENIANS, whom he took openly under his protection. The in- 
cur/ions and robberies in which he had been exerciied from his youth, 
had formed him early to military exercile, in which he acquired great 
reputation, and was eftcemed by his own people as a confummate general. 

His great prudence, and the ferlcs of fuccefs attending it, made him fit- 
fpeCted of iiaving learnt the magic art, aferibed to the Indians. It was 
perhaps this prejudice that created an extraordinary confidence in his 
foldiers, who thought him invincible. 


He was of a mild and humane temper, behaving towards thofe whd 
fubmitted to him, with a ifria regard to his word, and with a certain 
degree of clemency, . to which the other rebel chiefs were utter flrangers. 
All nations reverence virtue, tho’ it is not always attended with fuccels, 

ri,pr 


* See VdJ. IVC Chap. XVIf. 
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1723. uor always tlie oljccl of vulgar attention. Humanity in a foldier, whofe 
duty c.Jis liiin isito icenes ot blooil, is an illullfious quality. Tbe good 
iiu'iin .tions of this Ai'cnaN, tho’ ol the religion of the magi, gained 
liim honour even alter death. Maghmud credfed a ilatcly inomunent 
to liim, near the burying place of the armeniaits. The Afghans 
looked upon Ijiui as a faint, and expreded a high veneration for Ids 
memory. This was the more extraordinary, as they could not plead 
ignorance that he was a vvorlliipper of fire ; fince there were two prielis 
hired by tlie fultan, who kept the lacred dame jiear his tomb. 

Magiimui^ chole zeberdest KiiAti to fiiccced that general; accor- 
clii'igly lie ordered him to fet out immcdi.ately for shir ass ; after whicii 
he rctnined himfclf with tlie army to Isfahan, where he arrived towas ds 
iy2.L. the end of march. 

As he entered the city, he was (truck with furprizc aird admiration, 
at an extraordinary event. A woman difguifed in man’s app.irel, feeing 
his troops upon tlieir march, rode up to them in full gallop, arul falling 
' (word in hand upon the hrll: that fell in her way, flie is laid to have 
killed about twenty, before fhe was feized. This woman was a native 
of GEORGIA, and poifeffed the military difpofition of that nation in fo 
eminent .1 degree, tliai (he had formed the defign of revenging on the firif 
AFGHANS (he coukl meet, the death of her hulband, wlio was lluin at 
the bridge abasauao, wJnen Isfahan was taken. For this purpofe, 
ihc committed tire care of her effcdls, and of her two- children, to b;:.r 
brother j and without being daunted at the rigor of the feafon, or tb.c 
length of the journey, llic fet out from Georgi a in a fecrct manner, iis 
inan’s drcis, w-ell armed and equipped. She was brought before magh- 
tsuic covered with wounds; this prince, upon being informed of her fex, 
.admired licr re.fdution, and gave orders that fhe rnould lie treated witli 
all tire c,;ve and attention, which tlie g."eatnefs of licr courage deferved ^ 

In 

T> couidTv :v a viiFuc ffuicli in euceiiJ In tlic n'Tong people 'vaoJ'vc hy tlie mvch\1 ; 

bac mFi.rn arc no wiicic riofc tiefbiic-cicis rhan in am.\. 'Tii;'; lo be a ikorFfcr iuka;irc of 

ter irk‘{ua;vr;r: ienn that 01 ihc ; lady, who dug tT/ the ho-k' of o-ic wlio had been iTic 

• F-: a 1. aiivi vvaoin Ihc had ciiuicu co be murdered ; lii* CmUlt io cnloy tiic pleasure ov ccaniig ijis 
haar; \i: wilh iicr ucdi. 
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In the mean time, the news of nazr ui-la's death Ivong fprcnd, lontc 
of the cities an(i towns of farsistan, which iiu! fchniittAo took up 
amvs ;\':T;ii!i, as if this fiiiglc event fecured tliem f:o;n an-'.- furtlicr :fr:'.;;er. 


Zf uordk 
Jia found 


r KHAN had therefore ibmc diOienhv fo joir; ins armv, vviunn 
defirous of revenging the death of t'ncir l;,tc general. Th.c 


glcry of Uicceediin: a man fo much regreted, w. 
li'd }ij fi- him; and indeed lic omitted notlilng 
the liiccels of tins new enterprizc. 


s a new ful'icdt of euui- 
that might coiiiribuie to 


Tito Kii.'vN of the province remained in tr;e t -'^on : lie was a tm- 
praclik-d in tiie military art, but lc>yal and iioncfl; ; and from a conf iouf- 


n Jis tiiat Jic was not pofldllai of. ijkill furiicient to extric himfelf out of 
.■ucli o', v'lihcii'ty, he had by pixTenls and promifes eng.!v>;ed mir ’iAGHiit, 


la-i.)ther of ARPALLAir, vali of araiaa, to caamc to his sfhitance. 
Ihis prince was efleemed a very g;ood general; he repaired to saiKASi 
with as many of his own people as were diipoled to i.jllow him ; and. took 
upon him tlic command of the toum under the khan. The wnills were 
in a good condition; the parts moil c-Xpofed were covered with entreneh- 
ments ; and irequent falhcs from the town had induced tire Afghans al- 
motl to defpair of fncccfi ; when the khan vvas fo ill adviled as toclieck 
the ardour of the garrifon, by not permitting them to tlir any more from 
the walls : this was tlie fault which had occafioned tire misfortui lt?S iliiJ. 
fnrrender of Isfahan. 

This ftep was foon followed by the inconvcniencies naturally attending 
it. The ardour of the troops abated ; a fcarcity of provhrons enfued ; and 
the fo’uiers were fo difheartened, as to think only of inalying tiieir cfcape, 
to prevent being flarved. The enemy being fenlible of the advantage of 
fuch a defertion, favoured it, by granting a free paffige. The fcarcity in- 
crealing, mtr nAcu-iiR undertook to fave the town, by making a vigorous 
faliy. Accordingly lie marched out at the liead of 6000 rircn, who fur- 
prized and difperfed the beficging army: but fuc.!! fortune did not attend 
him long. Soon after, he endeavoured to re-enter the town with a con- 
voy which he brought with him, but w.ts oppofed by a body of troops, 
who, tho’ inferior in number, attacked him with fuch icfolution, tiiat 
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1724. his army was put ta flight. This btave Arabian, whofc cbara<aef was 
' the r€\t!rf€ of his brother’s, who oceafloned the lofs, of Isfahan, flood 
his ground with only 200 men, who, imitatinghis example, died. like him,, 
fighting glorioufly to the laft gafp. 

The cutting off fo neceflliry a fapply, was not the mofl confiderablc 
advantage which tlie Afghans reaped from this victory The country 
was ravaged,, and the neighbouring towms kept fo much on their guard,, 
that the fcarcity was greater In their camp than in siiiR Ass j Infomuch that 
ZEBERDEST KHAN WAS upon the point of railing the liege, when the 
taking of the convoy enabled him to wait at hia leifure, till the enemy, 
overcome by famine, would be obliged to implore hia mercy. He was 
not deceived in his expectations j. for shir ass was foon reduced to a very 
melancholy fltuation, numbers of the inhabitants dying with famine; I'o 
that the khan determined to capitulate. On the 13th of aprii. he lent, 
his brother to treat with the enemy,. 

. This refolution was followed by an ealy and imprudent fecurity. The 
AFGHANS perceiving that the befieged had negleCted their pofts, detained 
the deputy, and made a general aflault. The Persians, furprized anti 
difconcerted, made very little refiftance. The Afghans put every one 
they found in arms to the fword and this unhappy town was under thefe 
dreadful circumllances, when the officers reftmined the fury of the foldiers. 
The malTacre being over, the conquerors plundered with their ordinary H- 
centiouffiefs. One remarkable incident is recorded of the puniffiment of 
covctoufhcls : lome of the foldiers having found in the houfe of a private 
man a conliderable quantity of corn, which he had concealed in pre- 
judice to the other inhabitants, they tied him to a flake in his granary,: 
where he died with hunger j revenging the death of many, whom this 
wretch had facrified to his avarice. 

Thus one of the mofl. celebrated cities of the eafl was taken and lacked,, 
after a blockade of near eight months ; the Afghans having delpaired 
to rejduce it otherwife than by famine, confined themfclves to their leveral 
pofti They lofl before it 2000 of the troops of theis own nation, and 

3 
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a conllderable number of derohezins. The number of Persians who 1724. 
died by the fword, was not fo great as that which pcriihed hy famine. 
Zeberdest khan- exaded no more of the inhabitants by way of tribute, 
than what they annually paid to the kings of Persia. He then ordered 
them to colled provifions from all the neighbouring parts, that he might 
fend a lupply as ibon as poffible to Isfahan, where it was greatly wanted. 


CHAP. XXVIII. 

Zeberdest khau ' s expedifim againji bender abAssi. Maghmud 
marches into cohkilaN, and lofes great part of hit army. Imprudent 
conduB of SHAH T^.HMAS txmards the Armenians. Bhe tdrks take 
ERivAN. Ihbe ARMENIANS' NACHiVAN invite the TURKS into their 
country. Tavrls befeged by the- Turks, and taken.. Siege of ha- 

MADAN, 

Z EBERDEST khan was animated by the taking shir ass, a place 
of fuch Gonfcquence j and began to meditate new com|ueds. He 
had hardly fettled the government of that city, when he ordered nus-* 
sEiN A'GA, one of the officers of maghmod’s houiliold, with four hun- 
dred men, to make an incurfion into the fouthern part of the province. 
Tills detachment penetrated without any obflacle as far .is lar, the 
capital of LARisTAN, a province formerly governed by its own kings. 
Hussein aga plundered the city with his fmall body of men, but the 
caflie held out, and the governor of it refufed to capitulate. The Af- 
ghan commander tlicn pufhed on as far as bender abassi **. This 
was the fecond time during the war that this city was expofed. In Ja- 
nuary 1722 it was pillaged, without making any refinance, by 4000 
balouches } but upon their attempting to break into the fortrefics, 
where theE^:GLlSH and dutch east india companies had their compt- 
ing-houfes, they were repulfed with confiderabie lofs. 

The AFGHANS fuccceded llill worfe. Upon the firft report of their march 
tlie inhabitants retired with their mod: valuable effects : but the Euro- 
peans ' 

^ Gombrook. ' 
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1724. p^ANS were prepared t© jgivci thenv -a warm 'reception; : The Af-gh A'Nis 
. thcrefore^tlioiight proper to accept a fupply of provifidns, witliout mak- 
ji)g 3.ny attempt on them. The greateti part of this detachment died : 
the malignity of the air,, and the bad quality of the water not agreeing 
witli them, infomuch ; that they* were- reduced within two months to a 
very hnall number, who rejoined the army without making any acceflion 
by tlic plunder of this city, to the riches they had amailed in their r;r- 
pedition. 

During this interval, tire news of the taking of sum ass having reached 
ISFAHAN, tl-e AFGHANS w-ei'c animated with frefn ardour. MA(rH- 
MLiD refolved to lead them himfeif in perlbn to new concjuciis. Ac- 
cordingly he let out in JUNR with an intent of lubduing cokhu.an, a 
country htivate within ten days journey of the capital., towards liAssoKA.k 
His army was near thirty thonfand men : .fa that he had all the rcalbn 
to promife himfeif undoubted fuccels ; but tlie event did n.ot anfvvcr his 
expedtatiou. Jlis troops were not only Irarraiieii continxially by the 
ARABS who inhabit the neighbouring country, but aUb diilreilcd for 
want of provilions ; whilll: the air had the mod; pernicious effec’cs on his 
foldiers, infonmeh that he did not bring half of his nten back to tsFA- 
HAN. His difafler v/ould have been flill greater, if cassin khan, a Per- 
sian, who was polTciied of a government in thofe quarters, had not 
given liim all the alhllance in his power. 

Maghmud compounded with tlic arabs to return back, on coiHlition 
of being furniflied with proviiious j but thefc people perceiving his in- 
ability to withdand them, broke their word, and harraffed his army to 
the grcatell degree. Thus was tlic formidable maghmujd by too great 
confidence, and the efibrts of fomc bodies of roving Arabs, reduced to 
the uttnofl flrcights. He was fo fliocked at his Ioffes, that he made 
his entrance into Isfahan without thole honours which it had been 
cuftomary to pay him on the like occafions. His army being thus dif- 
couraged, prudence fuggefted to him the expedient of dldributing fifty 
thoufand tomans among his troops, to indemnify them for the lofs of 

their 
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their baggagft j and be employed them the reft of the ftimmer in repairing 1 
this accident, as far as the melancholy fituation of Ids affairs admitted. 

In this ftate of yv'eaknefs and dc'pondency, to wluch macHj'iud 
was reduced, ta’. hmas sa-tAH might have e.ntertained great hopes of 
recovering the diadem, and taking ample vengeance of the ArotiANs' 
hut this prince was entangled in inextricable diftlcndties ; forgetting that 
hii>s imprudent relentraents ijail th.e preceding year occrifcncd the revolt 
of TEi'nis, he loaded the ai’menians with vxcedlve taxes, whiclj were 
levied witli the utmoll rigour. So fevere a proceeding, contrary to Ins 
natural diljxafition, alienated the aftedions of thefe people in the very 
beginning j and things were toon can led to an extremity. Necefiity 
being vitliout law, he entered fome of their principal towns by forctv 
and plunrlcrcd tlrcra, cfjiccially fucli as rcfuled to drey the orders he 
had feiit tlrcni to join bis troop::, though by law they were exempted 
i'loin all military lervicc, 

M ile AitMEXrANs of OAi’AN and cutava, rindiri';;; thev vverc treated 
as enemies, tuok ui> arms', TeEiiMAS, who feerned to exert his refolu- 
lion only vvliere prudence was wanting, intended to reduce them by force ; 
lait they gave him lb warm a reception, that he became more circum- 
fpcbl, and determiijeil at length to enter into a treaty with them. lie 
g, lined bv gentle meakiic-, what he coukl not obtain by force; and tbofe 
people h.iving returned tv) flieir duty, gave the greateft proofs of their 
fulellry. But it v/.,s nut in tlic nature of things, that t/eiimas ftiould 
recover Ills domiui'Sns at tiiis time, 

The TURKS being jealous of tlic udvantnges feciu’ed to the czar by 
tiic treaty of st. pet e r situ r o, endeavoured to counterbalance thena 
by their conquefts. With this viewg tlic)' provided for' the fccurlty of 
tmoKOiA- ; built a new fortrefs near tei tis ; atid alTcmbled different 
bodies of troops on the frontiers of the n, run an dominions. Abdal- 
lah, KASHA ol van', entered this province the beginning of the year. 

MA}JO.MinKJ> 

^ lififi fL!rna*ric was Korr”,vJ. 001 or, or ihc of ru oi i. This ily is iroin 

tl»c vikir m a m rAt:;--. iosi of a covnury pftrkBi ii\ the iicigiiLjoiiihood of 

Bfc I..GK in .hfiio 1; i h. 1 .;-.u i.i dhuou ih- oioy idiniiy i 5 > i r rki: y llftU fab a juopar luinc. 
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17^4. Mahommed itouLi KHAN, the fame who bad furrendered teIflis, made 
a ftand at the head of a body of troops. The kash a having reinforced 
the garrilbns of the feveral towns in Georgia, marched againil him with 
35000 men, and fron put liim to flight. ASttr this, in February, he 
penetrated into AncHBEiTaAN, and laid flege to kmoi, W'hich held out 
two months, and was then taken by florin, and plundered. 

Arifie achmcd, basha of DiARBEKiR, whom the pOTt had nomi* 
nated seraskier, now pr(>je<flcd a more important expedition. This 
general pafied the aras the end of June, and entered the province of 
■KRiv.^N with an army of above 30,000 men. In order to intimidat® 
the inhabitants, he treated them w'ith great cruelty. The towns and vil- 
lages upon his march, were intirely facked ; and he made flaves of above 
•20,000 peribus of both fexes. After tliefe barbarous holtiiities, in the 
middle of the fame month he arrived before eri van, the capital of the 
province. 

This city, the capital of Armenia, is diftant about fix leagues from 
mount ARARAT In 1635 it was fltuated a mile from the fpot where 
it now flands. Shah seffie having taken it from the Turks, made 
choice of the prefent fltuatiou. The caflile is built on a fleep rock, inac- 
cefiible towards the well j and on the other tides it ie defended by a triple 
wall of brick. At the foot of this rock runs the river zenguj, which 
defeends from the lake sevan and mixes its waters three leagues lower 
with the ARAS. The khan of the province refided in the caftle. The 
town is encompafled by a double wall, and abounds more in gardens and 
vineyards than houfes. The adjacent country is a large fertile plain, teD- 
roinated by the mountains, of which ararat makes a part} and the 
whole forms a inoft delightful profped. advantage, however, is 

counterbalanced by great inconveniencics. The water and fruits arc very 
unwholefome ; the country is fubjedf to frequent earthquakes j their win- 
ters, notwithftanding their latitude, are long and fevere j and they have 
♦xeeffive Iieats in fummer. During the months of julv and august, 

moft 

I have already had occafipn to mention, that according to the tradition 0 / the ahmekians the 
Oik reft^d on this mountain. This lake is about 70 miics diftant northward of the cUy, 
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moft of the inhabitants leave their houfes, and retreat to breathe a more 1724. 
temperate air in the mountains. It is computed, that in thq heat of 
fummer there are often 20,000 tents in their neighbourhood ; for not 
only the kouros travel thus far northward, but likewlfc the people irotn 
the extremity of cald.ca, come hither with their flocks. 

The OTTOMAN army had with them a numerous artillery, vvitli which 
they foon made a breach in the walls. The seraskier then attempted 
to ftorm the town ; and tho’ his troops behaved with great courage, they 
were as bravely repulfed by the garrifon. They met with the fame re- 
ception at three general allaults; and the air being in fomc meafure in- 
feded with the number of dead bodies ■, the Turkish general defired 
a truce of three days, in order to bury the dead. 

In the interim, the bash a of cut ay a joined the army. This 
determined the seraskier to try his fortune once more. The 10th 
of SEPTEMBER he Ordered the fourth general aflfault ; but with fo little 
fuccefs, that he fufTcred more on this occafion than in any of the former 
attacks. The turks having loft near 20,000 men by the fword, and the 
unwholefomenels of the air, were difeouraged. They had indeed re- 
ceived frequent fuccours, and their bombs had reduced great part of the 
town into ruins j but the Persians as well as the Armenians, adluated 
by the double motive of rage and felf-prefervation, flill fliewcd the fame 
courage and refolution. The beflegers, alrnofl; exhaufled with the fatigue 
of fo long a ficge, threatened openly to retire ; when the arrival of a re- 
inforcement of frefli troops from Egypt, changed the feene. vSari aius- 
TAFA, basha of ERZEROUM, alfo brought a conflderable reinforcement 
with him towards the end of the month ; fo that the murmurings of the 
foldiers began to ceafe, they thought of nothing further than bring- 
ing this enterprize to a happy concluflon. 

The KHAN, who commanded the town, began to be intimidated at the 
fight of fuch large reinforcements. Tlie garrifon was already in diftrefs 
for provifions j and a great number of the loidiers and inhabk.'ints had pe~ 
rifhed with hunger, ficknefs, or the fword. They expe<ftcd no fuccours 
VoL. III. B b from 
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ind were reduced, for want of lead, 


Rart yn. 
to new-caft the few 


hails thai. vvcie remaining, and tliofe which they found in the breaches 
and ditches, by putting a pea in them j an expedient which might con- 
teal tiicir want of this kind of ammunition.) but yet it diminifiied the 
weight of the ball, which muft confequently do lefs execution. Thefe 
circumftaoccs, and the preffing follicitations of his brother, whom the 
TURKS had t.iken prifoner near the aras, determined the khan to enter 
into a capitulation. 


Tlic hi jfl of OCTOBER he fent deputies to the Turkish camp, and after 
fome dithculties it was agreed, that the governor and the garrifon fliould 
be iafeiy conduded with ail their effects to the frontiers of karacagh 
that th.e inhabitants of the caftle, and thofb who had retired ihither 
during the liege, but had no fhare in defending the town, fhould quit it 
and retire to the old erivan : that none of them tliould be moleiled, 
either in their perfons or efleds: and that the town, tlie caftle with the 
artillery, and ammunitions, fhould be immediately furrcndcied to the grand 
fignior. 


Thefe articles were pundually executed. Tire basha of kara his'scjt 
conduded the garrifon to the frontier, from wdience the khan proceeded 
to AMR, where ta^hmas then refidcd. 


During this interval, the troops under the command of the basiia of 
VAN, were not idle. This general having defeated mahommed i-,ouLj. 
KHAN, as already related, and taken the fortrels of khoi, had formed a 
.defign upon tavri.s. As he had not troops fuflicieut to attempt a pl.icc 
of that importance, he acquainted the court) and the bashas of cara- 
AWNiA and ALEPPO, with fome others were ordered to join his army. 

Towards the beginning of august, he received a deputation from tlie 
ARMENIANS of NACsivAN h The inhabitants begun to dclpair of fuccours 
from the PERSI ANS, and were afraid of tlx cruelties of thcTUtticsj the 
fubjed thereiors of their deputation was, to recommend the conqueft of 

tJicir 

^ A diRriifl iauvh of rhe ai - xa \ full of inacceffible mountains. De 1. 131. e Jins a place caihd c:a~ 
» b'* ^ N^ic.-ivAM figniiics the fu’ft made. Thu AKiVitNiANs pretcjid it vvas tho 
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their country to the basfia. Upon this he ordered the chiefs of kour- ? 7 ^ 4 * 
nisTAN to march thitlier with 12,000 men, and to thefe he joined a tie- 
tachment of 1000 Turks, commanded by ibrahim aga. Thefe troops 
no fooner appeared in the province, than the Armenians rofe up in arms. 

The PERSIANS were driven (romNACSivAN and .oucolJBAD^ This ex- 
pedition, together with the taking of rrivan, reduced the greatefl part of 
ARMENIA MAJOR uiidcr the TURKISH yoke. 

In the m<;an while, the basha of van mardied with an army of twenty- 
five tlroufand men towards tavris. Tho’ a great part of this town had 
been defiroyed by the earthquake already mentioned, it was fliH one of 
the fnicft cities in the call ; but it had neither walls nor artillery, fa chat 
like antient sparta, its only btdwark confided in the niuiiberand ilrcngth 
of its inhabitants. The turks, crowding upon one another, had already 
made thcrnfelves mailers of a wfiole quarter of the town, when the iniiab:- 
tants Ihjcking from all parts, barricadoed the llrects by whicli the enemy had 
entered ; asid tircir communication with the main body of the army being 
cut oft, four thoufand of their men were furrounded, and cut i'r pieces. 

Tire BASMA was not difeouraged by this dififter : he matle fcveral at- 
tacks, but his troops were conftantly rcpulfcd. He began to waver in hii 
refolution, when his fpies informed him, that the inhrabitantt; were pre- 
paring to attack him the next night in his entrenchments. Finding the 
valour of his troops unequal to his defign, he ordered fires to Lc made 
in. his camp as ufual ; and the 2 1 II of September in the night he marched 
off filcntly, leaving his tents ftanding, the better to deceive the enemy. 

Some hours afterwards the inhabitants came out of the city, to the num- 
ber of twenty thoufand : finding that the Turkish army was retired, they 
followed them till the next day at noon, but could not come up wish 
them. In revenge they mafiucred not only all the llragglcrs that fell in 
their way, but likewife the fick and wounded, which the enemy had 
been obliged to leave to their difcrction. 

The OTTOMAN army, confiderabiy reduced, retired to tassou, a town 
fituatc within twenty leagues of tavris, on the north bank of the lake 

B b 2 CHAHI. 

' Thi‘ plac« b noC^d {gi iru iradc m ifllketi nnd other iLiiiTifiidturcii. 
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1724. chaHi. Here the Turkish general added to bis difgrate, by attempting to 
be revenged of the Persians for the gallant defence they had made. Tho^ 
the neighbouring villages had fubmitted without making any refiftance, yet 
he carried the women and children with him as flaves, and put the men 
to the fword. The inhabitants of tavris were fo provoked at this craelty, 
that they took the refolution of purfuing him, and preventing his retreat. 
The BASH A having notice of their approach, marched out at the head of 
eight thoufand men ; moft cf thefe were killed in the engagement, and 
he retired to khoi with the few who laved themfelves by flight, 

Thefe w^ere not the only armies which the Turks had in Persia. 
Hassan, basha of bagdat, and achmed his fon, basha of bassora, 
entered this country with the troops belonging to their refpedlive govern- 
ments, and laid fiege to hAmadan. T/Ehmas, encouraged by what had 
paffed before tavris, fent part of his troops under the command of pla- 
gella khan, one of his principal oflicers, to the relief of this town. 
But the fuccefs did hot anfwer his expeflations : his general was defeated, 
and put to flight. 

• The ottoman army being tlius free, continued the operations of the 
fiege without interruption. In the mean time, the enemy defended thern- 
felves with the fame refolution j and it was now two months fince the 
opening of the trenches, when a german renegado fprung a mine, of 
Avhich he had the direction. The eifetf determined the fate of the be- 
fieged. The Turks mounted the breach with loud fliouts, and carried 
all before them : a flaughter of the inhabitants enfued, till fome of the 
TURKISH generals, moved by a fenfe cf humanity, facilitated the efcape 
of great numbers, by giving them a paflage but of one of the gates of 
the town. 

The taking of erivan and hamadan, and the repulfe of the basha 
of VAN, concluded the campaign on the fide of the turks. The army 
under the seraskieh, together with the remaining forces of the basha 
of VAN, were reduced to forty thoiifand men, including the garrifons of 
GEORGIA. The troops of EGVPT and the kourds feparated, and took up 

. , their 
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their winter quarters in erivan, nacsivan, and orDoubad. Thofe of 
BAGDAT and BASSORA, retired to their own country, after leaving a 
cient garrifon in HAMADAN, to fecure their conqueft. 


C H A' P. XXIX. 

Rejoicings at Constantinople. The port is dijfatisfied ‘with the conduSi 
of PETER the GREAT. The conferences received by the mcdiatmi of the 
FRENCH minijler to the ottoman port. Conclujicn of the treaty hci^Kcn 
the cz i\ve and the port. Articles of that treaty. 


T he TURKS having extended their conquefls fo far as hamadawi 
this event feemed to qauet the minds of the people, already unealy 
concerning the fuccefs of a war hardly commenced. This circumdance 
added to the fatisfadfion of the minifters of the port. The public rc- 
foicings laded nine days, and were fcarce finilhed, when they were or- 
dered to be renewed on the following occafion. Mahommeo koult 
KUAM, who dill thirded after revenge, had palled the kura near G-ORij -and 
kid fxege to the fort by which that little city is defended. Ide was carry- 
ing on the attack with great vigour, when regeb, basha of teflis, 
marched with 6000 men to- the relief of the place: this, together with 
the defeilion of the principal Georgians, who were gained by the port, 
obliged the kiian to retire with great precipitation. The Turks came up 
with him as he was palling the river > and he loft a thoufand men in the 
aftion. He then retired with the reft of his troops into the mountains. 


The FRENCH emballador ’ thought proper to diftinguidi himfclf, upon 
the occafion of thefe rejoicings, for the accomplilliment of one of the ar- 
ticles of the treaty, concluded by the mediation of the court of France. 
To explain this, we mull trace matters fomewhat back. 


It has been already mentioned,, that the port being informed of the 
fuccefs of ISMAEL BEG, the PERSIAN cmbalTador at the court of st. 
PETERSBURG, pulhcd Oil her conquefts in Persia without referve,. 
Whether the czar flighted the refentment of the port, on account of 

thi.s 


* The xiiarquis of bon»ac. 
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1724* this ; it vv2s fcat'ce eonchided, when he I'ent copies of it to his refi- 
tient NEPMiEOF F, biU without any inftiudions to him or to the frekch 
embailluior ; ut the ilmie time, he made it public in all the courts of 
EUKOPL'. This caufed a general furprize at Constantinople. Neither 
the embaliador, nor the Russian relident, expedted fuch an event. They 
were greatly confounded, vvhilfl their enemies laid hold of thofe circum- 
ilances to decry their conduffc. This was not difficult to eiTeCt. Tlie 
TURKISH coinmidaries having opened the conference in the beginning of 
JANUARY this year, with bitter repro.iches, declared in the name oi the 
grand figiiior, tiiat fuch a prince as tac a mas, wandering from place to 
place, without iuccour or fupport, could not with any validity coiuent 
to the difmembering of las dominions ; therefore fuch cng.’gcivvcnts were 
void : that the grand figia'or would not falter any foreign power to 
extend his dominion in Persia: conlcquently, that the only rnethed to 
pveferve the peace fubfiPung betw'cen the two empires, was to relinqu;<I). 
all pretenlions derived from this treaty, and iikewife to abandon the con- 
. quefts made on tlie borders of the Caspian fca. 

After fo e.xplicit a declaration, the Turkish coramiflarics broke off 
‘ the conferences abruptly. It was thought the port would declare war 
againft the czar, raid fend the Russian rehdent to the cafrlc of the feveu 
towers. This minifter having no inPcruv-lions, refufed to yield to the 
Pollicitations of tire french embaliador, to enter into a negotiation ^ which 
ferved to increafe the difguft of the Turkish rainillersi fo that the ftorm 
feemed to be gathering, when the cmbailador ventured to take tlic conie- 
quence of negotiating upon liimfclf. 

With this view he waited on the miniders of the port, and entered 
into u clofe conference with them j in which he reconciled all matters fo 
well, tliat they were foon agreed upon almoil every article k Tlie grand 
vizir, who prclicd the conclufion of this alTair under-hand, found it vTiy 
difficult to make the divan come into it j clpecially as the point was to 
enter into an alliance with a chridian powTr, in order to fhare the domi- 
nions of a MAHOiMMEDAN pi'ince. There was no time to lofe: they mud 

i either 

^ 'Vlvf, relation being made by a vheixCiiman belonging to tile cmbail'ador's iiiiniilry, we mud 
allow for fome partialiti«5 as to the abiluiee of his niaflcr. 
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cither conclude the treaty entered upon with Russia, or flop tlte progrefs 172^. 
ol tliiit power, by declaring war againft her. Ibrahim, the g«and vizir, 
laid tills betore the divan, whicli he convened in the name of the em- 
peror ms tnaiicr. Alter very warm debates, the divan declared for the 
continuation of the peace: upon which, the breach emballador dif- 
patcheii laonueu! u aliom ■, a relation of his, to the court of Russia, 

WiU'i tiiC pichmiiiatits oi tiie treaty} wlio arrived at Mosco the middle 
of MAUCU. 

> 

1 lie full article in his conimifiion w'as, tliat shah t.rhmas fliould he 
obliged to fend a foiemn embalfy to constantisjoplk, to beg of the 
grand ngnior that he would fet limits to Jiis conquefts, and conient, as 
far as w^as confident vvltii the gloiy and intereds of his highned, to the 
execution of the treaty concluded the ye.ir before at st. peterseuro, 

Tne othcib contuincii a picijcef of accommodation, in regard to the limits 
of tile conqueds made, or which were to be made in Persia, by either 
cf tiiel'c contraciing powers. 

Tiicfe preliminaries liaving been agreed to. the Russian rehdent received • 
new ludi ucLioiib, anu tnc lytii of may the conferences were renewed. The 
vizir had ma.k it an cdabli(hcd rule, to live in peace with the chridian * 
powers, as necediiry to Ids fccurity. How favourable ibevcr Ids difpofition 
might li-ive been, tliere were great obdacles to furmount, before they could 
come to a conduficn of the treaty. Dagistan, and part of shirvan, 
inliabited by mahommedans of the fedf of the sun.\’is, were to con- 
tiiEvC under tiiL donjiiiii'ii or tnc czar : moreover, tins monarch required 
that the port dioiild iicknowlcdge tw-hmas as king of Persia: that die 
diould join her forces to thofe of Russia, in order to put this prince in 
podeilion of the throne : and ladly, that die diould engage to receive 
neither propoials nor miidders from machmud, or any other ufurper. 

Thefe articles were contrary to their religion, which the mahommebans 
condder as the bads and primum mobile of political government. 

Part of thefe dimculties were removed in a long conference, which the 
grand vizir had the dttn of Jvia' witn the french embaflador } and the 

^ cncr^l 

» Tim perfon was Burifl.,' at the couU o.-.r. pt i erssu so, fer fome tme afeor t.h^inarq Jis 
Cl: CHETAROIS* 



272 4, general conferences being renewed, the feyer^ article$,of the treaty 

agreed to« They were fix in number, preceded by a preamble, fetting 
forth in a fummary way, the eefiion which shah t^mas made to the 
CZAR, of the provinces fituated on the borders of the Caspian sea. 

The firft article determines, that the barrier betwixt Russia and xohkev^ 
fiiall be regulated by a line, to begin within twcnty-two leagues of the 
CASPIAN SEA on the confincs of dagistan, to pafs within the like di* 
fiance of derbend, and afterwards within feven leagues of the coaft, in- 
cluding SHAMAKIE, after which it is to be drawn in a diredt line to the 
conflux of the KURA and the aras. It is likewife fiipulated, that the 
contradling parties fiiall nominate commiflaries, and defire- the mediation 
of the court of France with regard to the regulation of thole limits. 
That either party fliall be free to eredl forts upon their own territories, 
on condition of giving notice thereof to each other, and of building them 
at the difiance of three leagues at leaft from their frontier. 

The fecond, that shamakie, the capital of shirvan, lhall not be 
fortified, nor receive a Turkish garrifon ; and that if feme unforefeen 
accident, fuch as a revolt, iliould oblige this monarch to fend any troops 
tliither, they fiiall acquaint the Russian officers before they pafied the 
KURA, and retire from thence as foon as the troubles are appeafed. The 
grand fignior promifes, that his armies fiiall not pafs this river in any part 
of GEORGIA, without giving notice of the reafons of fuch motion to the 
officers appointed by the czar, along the coaft of the Caspian' sea. 

The third eftablifiies the barrier which is to feparate turkey from 
PERSIA, This line commences where the other finiflies, that is, at the 
conflux of the kura and aras j it pa lies within three miles of the walls 
of AROEviLLE towards TAVRis, and from thence to hamadan, which 
city, together with the territority belonging to it, falls to the grand fig- 
niox’s fiiiuej after which it turns off towards kheraiansha, the new 
conqueft of this monarch, .where it terminates. 

By the fourth, the czar ptbmiles the grand fignior, to employ his 
mediation, that the provinces afligned him in the preceding article, fiiall 
7 'be 
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be voluntarily furrendered to him, or recovered for him, by a joint 1724. 
effort. This article concludes with a reciprocal guaranty of thofe pro- 
vinces of Persia, which thefe monarchs adjugded to themfelvcs. 

Thefe powers declare, that if shah TvEhmas fhould refofe to agree 
to the treaty, they will jointly endeavour to conquer the refpedive 
places affigned to each j after which, the reft of the kingdom fliall be 
intirely given up, without any foreign dcpendance, into the hands of 

SHAH T.EHMAS. 

In the fifth, the grand fignior engages, as foon as the places afiign- 
ed him by the third article fhall be voluntarily delivered up, to ac- 
knowledge T.EHMA« for king of Persia ; to give him full fecurity of Jiis 
reftoration, and afford him all proper afijftance : that in cafe the ufurpers 
ftiould by any hoftility reduce him to the ncceflity of declaring war 
againft them, he will join his forces to thofe of Russia, in order to plac« 
this prince on the throne of his anceftors. 

The fixtli article declares, that if T/EHMas fhould refufe to conform 
to the treaty, the contrading powers, after having made themfelves ma- 
fters of the provinces aftigned to them, fliall appeafe tlie difturbances of 
PERSIA, and reftore this kingdom to the Persian moft deferving of it, 
towards whom they tball condud themfelves as they have done towards 
the kings his predccelfors. That they fliall not in any manner interfere 
in the government of his dominions, but jointly take every meafure ne- 
ceftary for his tranquillity, without llftening to any propofal on the part 
of Aim AlAGHMUD. 

This treaty was figned the eighth of july, and the ratification of the 
CZAR being arrived, the exchange was folemnly made fome days after in 
the apartment of the grand vizir. The peace being thus confirmed, the 
KHAN of the CRiM TARTARS, and the generals of the ottoman troops, 
who were on the frontier of the ukrain, received orders to retire, the 
©ne to CRIM TARTARY, and the others towards the Danube. 

VoL. III. C c 
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In the mean time t-iEhmas, who was at ardevillb, received an em- 
baCidor from the czarj but this minifter had fo little reafon to be fatis- 
fied, that he returned home without taking leave of this prince. 

Taehmas had lately fent an embaflador to the ottoman port, who 
was arrefted at erzeroum ; at firft they treated him in a manner fuitable 
to his character but foon after he was confined as a clofe prifoner in 
the caftle, and his effefts were confilcated. 

The unhappy shah TiEHMAS faw his country thus torn from him; 
the PERSIAN monarchy was become a prey. He foon learnt the tenour 
of the treaty concluded between the Russians and the Turks. The 
pafiive condud of his minifter ismael beg gave him great offence; 
but in his circumftances what lefs was to be expcCled ? He imme- 
diately ordered the czar’s refident to withdraw from his court : but 
this mark of refentment did not hinder the Russian monarch from or- 
dering, the embalfador-extraordinary, whom he Jiad fent to TiEHMAs, 
to continue his journey. It is prefumed that peter the great would 
have been contented with ghilan only, could he have thus prevented 
the progrefs of the Turks, and reftored tzehiMAs to his dominions, in 
which the Russians were more fincere than the Turks. 


CHAP. XXX. 


Mir machmud rat fis ne%v troops. A caravan arrives from kandahar. 
Me marches an army t and lays fiege /oyezd; but is obliged to raije it, 
Ashreff returns. Dijpojition oj the Afghans in hts favour. XIneaJi- 
nefs of MAGHMUD upon that account. He undertakes a religious pe- 
tiancc. Reports cmcerning 


T HILST this partition of the Persian dominions w'as negotiating, 
AiAGHMUD was etuployed in repairing the breach, which the ex- 
pedition of coKHiLAN had made in his troops. With this view, be en- 



V lifted 

^ Sixty ilollars a day were ordered for hi« maintenance. He remained at ASTRAcwAi% 

ajid was there ftill in 1744, and had a guard appointed him, with a daily allowance, not chnling to 
tfuH harifelf at home. 
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lifted a great number of derghezins : he alfo levied fome new companies 1724 
of TURKS } and knowing how important a matter it was to ccmceul his 
weaknefs, he not only renewed the prohibition of correfponding by let- 
ters, but moreover made it death for any ftranger that fliould attempt to 
leave the town 

Things were thus fituated, when the caravan which he expedled, ar- 
rived at ISFAHAN. It was not near fo numerous as that of the preceding 
y§ar ; owing, in a great meafure, to the complaints of fome of the Af- 
ghans, who at their return to kandahar, accufed their fovereign of 
avarice, and a partial neglect of thofe who had performed the braveft 
a<ftions. AIaghmud, however, perceiving he had now as ftrong an army 
as that which had raifed him to the throne, was ambitious of eiiacing 
the memory of his late difgrace. 

After fome time, he refolved to lay fiege to yezd, which he had in 
vain endeavoured to take upon his march to Isfahan. The inhabitants 
of this city had lately routed a reinforcement of 2000 men, who were 
coming to him from kandahar. The neceflity of fecuring a commu- 
nication with that province, as well as the defire of retrieving the reputa- 
tion of his arms, engaged him to turn the greateft part of his forces 
that way. 

Towards the end of December, he let out upon this expedition, with 
an army of 18000 men. Such a number of troops, together with a good 
train of artillery, which he carried with him, and the correfpondence he 
held with the persees, who inhabit a particular quarter of the town, 
feemed to render him confident of fuccefs } but Providence had otherwife 
ordained. The inhabitants of yezd difeovered the treachery of their 
fellow-citizens, and put them to the fword. Having taken this ftep, 
they laid the country wafte for feveral leagues round, deftroying, or car- 
rying plF every thing that might be of any fervice to the enemy. After 
this they prepared to defend themfelves. 

This precaution of the inhabitants, obliged maghmud to pufti on the 
fiege with the utmoft vigour. His artillery was fcarce mounted in bat- 

Cc 2 tery, 

r This confined tlie merchants during thpe troubles. 
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1724. vvhea he ordered a general affault. The Afghans attacked the 
town on every fide with great bravery, in confidence of the promifes of 
the PERSEES j but they were received with fo much refolution and cou- 
rage, that they were foon convinced there was no dependance to be 
made on any aflifiance from that quarter. 


This afiault wms followed by feveral otiicrs, which proved equally ut4> 
fuccelsful. In the mean time, the feverity of the feafon very much di- 
firefied the Afghans ; they were alfo firaitened for provifions ; which re- 
duced them to the necefiity of rai/ing the fiege a fccond time, or of 
weakening the army conliderably, by feruling out large detachments to 
fome difiance, in fearch of provifions. Maghmud determined upon the 
latter j but he had foon reafon to repent his choice. Tlie garrifon had 
been increafed by a number of people who had fled for Ibcker from the 
open country ; finding the Afghans weakened, they fell fuddenly upon 
their principal quarters, and confounded them by fo brifk and unexpetfied 
an attack ; infomuch that they put fcveral parties of them to flight, and 
• killed near 3000 men, before the main body of the army could be alTem- 
bled. Maghmud himfclf was in danger of being furrounded, and obliged 
' to abandon his baggage and artillery, and fave himfclf by flight. 


The uneafinefs occafloned by this new dlfgrace, was augmented by the 
mutinous difpofitlon of the army. The fold iers declared loudly, that their 
defeat was a confequence of the change of manners introduced into the 
nation j that they were upon the brink of being ruined by that very ef- 
feminacy and luxury, w'hich had deftroyed their enemies ; that maghaiud 
was already a Persian in his apparel, and his luxurious diet, but fl;ill 
more fo by the exceffive number of concubines with which he had filled 
las liarram ^ adding, that no further hopes of fuccefs remained, fo long 
as they were governed by a chief, who, not fatisfied with adopting the 
manners of the conquered, afFe< 3 :ed likewife to efpoufc their fentiments 
in matters of religion. This lafl: reproach was owing to fome words 
which AiAGHMUD had let drop, ^ perhaps w'ith a defign to vex the Turks, 
«r to render himfclf more agreeable to the Persians. 


$ 


Mean 
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Meat! while the danger Jncreafed by the impunity of thefe miirmurlngs. 1724. 
AsHREFF was alfo come back with the laft caravan from kanda/iar : and 
the army, who had been always extremely fond of him, now behaved in 
fuch a manner, as plainly fliewed they thought him the fittefl to reign. He 
had retreated only to avoid the jealous eye of MAGFiMUDj and tire ex- 
preffions of efteem and affedion of the Afghan army, had been the chief 
ifiducements of his return from kandahar. While he remained there, 
he lived intirely in tlie country, in purfuit of rural pleafures, and his 
own domeflic affairs. But fuch tranquillity w'as not his lot j he feemed 
born to move in a higher, tho’ lefs happy fpherc. During his abl’cnee, 
the foldiers expreffed a great dcfire for his return. The principal officers 
confidered the dangers to which the army would be expofed, if magh- 
MUD, who had but indifferent health, ffiould die without male iffue 
capable of holding the reins of government ; thus, in feme meafure, they 
obliged this prince to recall ashreff, in order to declare him his fuc- 
ceffor to the empire. 

Ashreff having quitted his folitude, maghmud was obliged to dif- * 
fembie his jealoufy, and entertained him for fome days with all the ap- 
pearairces of the mod: tender friendffiip j but he wa.s no fooner inform- * 
ed of the miirmurings of the troops, than he ordered ashreff to lodge 
in the palace, where he was ffricHy guarded. This prudent flep checked 
the foldiers j but did not make the fultan eafy in his mind. The difgrace 
he lately met with in cohkilan, and before vezd, had weakened his 
power and authority. He began to be in as great fear of the mutiny of 
his troops, as of the revolt of the Persians. 

To extricate himfelf in this fituation, required more fteadinefs and vir- 
tue than MAGHMUD was raafter of. This prince, who had been fo bold 
in projetfling, and fo brave in executing, was frightened at the thought 
of a danger to which he had not been accu domed. Under thefe circuni- 
ftanccs, he tried to obtain from heaven that light and affillance, which 
he no longer expected from thofe who had been the follov/crs of his 
fortunes. A defign of this nature, however commendable in itfelf, feem- 

cd 
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1724. €cl in his condition to argue the troubled jftate and weaknefs of his mind, 
rather thiwi a fenfc of religion. 

With this intent, maghmud undertook to perform the fpiritual exer-* 
cifes*, which the Indian maiiommedans, who arc more addi<fied to 
them than thofe of other countries, have introduced into Kandahar. 
This fuperftitious pradlice is obferved, by fliutting themfelves up for four- 
teen or hfteea days in a place where no light enters ; the only nourifh- 
ment they take, is a little bread and water at fun-fet. During this retreat, 
they employ their time in repeating incellantly with a flrong guttural voice 
the word hod, by which they denote one of the attributes of the deity. 
Thefe continual cries, and the agitations of the body with which they 
are attended, naturally unhinge the whole frame. When by falling and 
darknefs the brain is dillempered, they fanfy they fee fpedfres, and hear 
voices. Thus they take pains to confirm the very dillempcr of mind 
which puts them on fuch trials. They prefume to pry into the fecrets 
of providence, from an opinion, that during this penance, the devil is 
• compelled by the agency of a fuperior power, to let them into the know- 
ledge of futurity. 


2725- 


Such was the painful exercife which machmud undertook in janitary 
this year, and for this purpofe he chofc a fubterraneous vault. In the 
beginning of the next month, when he came forth, he was fo pale, dis- 
figured, and emaciated, that they hardly knew him. But this was not the 
worll effed; of his devotion : folitude, often dangerous to a melancholy 
turn of thought, had, under the circumftances of his inquietude, and 
the firangenefs of the penance, impaired his reafon. He became rcjftlefs 
and fufpicious j often ftarting, as if the very perfons moll attached to his 
intereft, had an intent to deftroy him. He was in one of thefe fits, when 
it was rumoured in Isfahan, that seffie mykza, fon of shah hussein, 
had found means to make his efcape from the feraglio, and had retired 
towards turkey. Whether the Persians fpread this alarm in order to 
intimidate the tyrant, or himfclf caufed it to be reported j he made it 
a pretext to cover a new feene of the moft execrable barbarity. 

G H A P. 

2 They call it the r r a dh r a t. 
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Cruelty of maghmud in murdering shah husseinV children. Numerous 
offtpringy and great voluptuoufnefs of shah hitss^in. Maghmud falls 
into a delirium. Ceremony of the Armenian priefs in reading the red 
,,,gofpel over him. Confpiracy of the Afghans againji hxmy in favour of 
ASHREFP. is cleSlcd fultan, Mifer able death of maghmud. 

Char abler of this prince. ' 

H itherto MAGHMUD, amidft all his cruelties, had not ini- 172 
brued his hands in the blood of his ancient fovereigns. Many 
princes of «hah hussein’s family were confined with him in the feraglio, 
as tlic fad companions of his captivity : among whom were feveral bro- 
thers, three uncles, and feven nephews of that unfortunate monarch. 

The tyrant’s heart being now rent with anxiety for the fupport of his 
declining power, regardlefs of bis more declining health, and approach 
to eternity, he refolvcd to fiicrifice all the royal family, except hussein * 
SHAH. The feventh of February was the day appointed for the ex- 
ecution of this bloody purpofe. Thefe vidlims to cruelty and a diftem- * 
pered mind, were aflembled in the palace-yard with their hands tied be- 
hind their backs. The tyrant, attended only by a few of his mofi; in- 
timate confidents, began himfelf this horrid butchery with his fibre. 
There were only two fons of shah hussein remaining, when this un- 
fortunate prince, hearing their cries, came running to the place of flaughter. 
Thefe princes, the eldell: of whom was only five years of age, flung them- 
felves into the arms of their father. Nothing but the tendernefs of a 
parent could have fupported this prince at the fight of fo fad a fpedtacle : 
he bathed his children with- his tears, and put himfelf in the way to re- 
ceive the fatal ftroke. Maghmud, now drunk with flaughter, ftepped 
forwards to murder thefe royal infants, tho’ Iheltercd in their father’s 
bofom : the sh ah ftretched out his arm, and received the blow. Here 
the horrid feene was ended. At the fight of blood gufliing from the 
wound of a king, and a man of whom this tyrant had been tiled to tlnnk 
4 with 
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1725. with fome reverence, heaven flopped hi^ niurderlng hand. As theie 
children were yet of fo tender an age, and incapable of giving umbrage, 
he determined to leave them to their parent, now oppredcd with fach an 
accumulated load of misfortunes. 

It is not agreed what number of princes were murdered on this occa- 
lion, but they are reckoned above an hundred. It is eafy to reconcile 
their being yet more numerous, if we attend to the circumftances bf 
eaftern courts. Few men have carried their voluptuoufnefs, however 
permitted by a particular faith, further than shah hussein. The year 
1701, was called in Persia the year of virgins This prince then or- 
dered a fearch to be made through the whole extent of his dominions, 
for all the young virgins of diftinguiflied beauty : and the commillioners 
appointed for this inquiry, brought all thofe whom they thought w’orthjr 
of the harram. The governors of the provinces, knowing their mailer’s 
predominant paffion, paid their courts in the moll prevailing manner, 
even till the fiege of Isfahan, by lending him the hneft girls in their 
^ province. This llrong paffion, or rather appetite for the fex, was fuffi- 
cient to render the royal family extremely numerous ; infomuch, that 
in the fpace of a month, thirty cradles were carried into the feraglio. 
Eefides, this monarch being more humane than any of his predccefibrs, 
put none of the princes of the royal blood to death ^ All thofe prin- 
ces, excepting TiEHAi AS and the two children already mentioned, periflied 
on that day. 

This bloody execution, inflead of dirpclling the fears of maghmitd, 
only contributed to incrcafe the terrors with which he w'as' tormented. 
His mind was perpetually agitated with the mofl frightful ideas j and the 
remorfe of this laft aft of barbarity gave liim no repofe. His intellefts, 
which had been fo much w'eakened by the aufterity of his fpiritual retreat, 
appeared to be yet more impaired j and befidcs this, he had an infup- 
portablc pain in his bowels. The mofl fkilful phyficians of the court, 

endeavoured 

^ Kisv^ram. ^ It was common in latci times to kill them all, infomuch that I never 

heard lii a z> 1 r had anr children alive, at leaft no males, except his two fons riza roux^i m yrza 
imd ALi M VRZA^ who wctc born Jeng before nap m was made king. 
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endeavoured in vain to reftore him to his fenfes. They then had recourfe 
to a religious remedy. * 

In cafes of the like nature, the Armenians had been wont to engage 
one of their priefts to read over the head of the patient, what they call 
the red gofpel This cuftom was received not only by thofe chriftians, 
but alfo by the greateft part of the mahommed^ns of the country, who 
t(%ether with the Armenians affirmed, that feveral Persians affe£led 
with the feme degree of madnefs as maghmCd, had been cured by this 
means : fo that they refolved to try to work a miracle. In the beginning 
of APRIL, the clergy of julfa being dreffed in their facerdotal habits, and 
with wax tapers lighted, went in folemn proceffion to the palace ■*, where 
they were received with great relpe<51:. They palled thro’ the apartment 
between two rows of courtiers and guards, whofe modeft countenance, 
and profound lilencc, expreffed fuch a reverence for thefc priefts, as could 
hardly be expected from perfons of their religion. After the ceremony 
was performed, the clergy retired in the fame order to julfa, attended 
by a great number of the lords of the court. 

In one of the lucid intervals of his diforder, maghmud having been 
informed of the relief which the Armenians had endeavoured to give 
him, he fent them two thoufand tomans in ipecie and as much in 
effedls, promifing to reftore the remainder of what he had exadled from 
them, if he recovered his health. He did the fame in regard to the 
DUTCH and the Indians, A fenfe of the danger he was in, having excited 
fonie fentiments of piety in his breaft, he recommended himfelf alfo to the 
prayers of thofe different nations. After fome hours of eafe, he relapfed 
into a more terrible condition : his body was covered with leprofy, his 
flefti rotted, and feemed to fall from his bones. 

Such 

« Probably fome paAage relating to the miracles of our Saviour. Exorcifing without the ufe of 
the feriptures, it is pretended/ is common in fortugal. ^ The late king of Portugal, 

at different times, caufed the feveral bodies of the clergy In and about lisron, to walk in procef- 
fion through his chamber } and a book was publilhal, giving an account of the manner and cere- 
monies of each fraternity • Whether the king’s life was protruded by any miraculous interpofition, 
is a poiiit about which the ROM IS li clergy will be moll ready to determine* jooo/. 

VoL.III. Dd 
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Such was tlie frightful condition of maghmud, wli^n news was broi%ht 
that SHAH Ti£HMAS had advanced at the head of a body of troops, and 
defeated g party of Afghans near room, as they were marching towards 
CASBiN, under the command of their general seidag. It was not merely 
the defire of taking a(lvantage of the prefent conjundures, that drew the 
PERSIAN army fo near to Isfahan. Since the beginning of maghmud’s 
illnefs, ASHREFF had been no longer watched with’^ithc fame ftridtnefi j 
fo that he found means tp enter into a correfpondeficc v/ith t.6HMas. 
As foon as he found that things were ripe for his purpofe, he fent him 
word that now was the time for him to afeend the throne of his an^ 
ccllors ; that he needed only to advance towards Isfahan, where every 
thing was in confufion by the ficknefs of maghmud ; that upon the firfl 
rumour of his approach, his friends would join him in a body> and that 
this ftep would induce part of the rebels to return to their duty, and put 
it out of the power of the reft to withftand him. 

Ashreff had imparted this de%n to tlie Persian lords, who had been 
fpared at the time of the maflacre, with a dcftgn to. enfnare them, and 
it was by their intervention that this correfpondence was carried on. Ac- 
cordingly they wrote to acquaint t.f,hmas, that the only condition ash- 
REi'F infifted upon for himfelf and his party, was, that their lives, their 
lilKnty, and tiieir effe<5ts fliould be facred: thus the treaty met with no 
difficulty. T/EHMas fent him a deed in vvhicli he engaged under the 
moft facred oaths, to obferve his v/ord inviolably: after which, he ad- 
vanced as far as room, where meeting a body of Afghans commanded 
by SEiDAL, he put them to flight. 

This new difgrace greatly alarmed the rebels. So many defeats began 
to weaken that reputation of bravery and fuccefs, in which their lecurity 
chiefly conflfled j it behoved them to ftop the progrefs of a prince, who, 
taking advantage of the prefent conjundtures, threatened to drive them 
from ISFAHAN ; but the confufion occafioned by maghmud’s illnefs, was 
an infuperable obftacle to the execution of any military projedls. Thefe 

circum- 

' TLis is called nachlath ema, probably fefcmbling the anathema of the he»riw». 
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circlimftances renewed their former ideas of revolting > heiice their whole 1725* 
difeourfe foon turned on the nec .iihy of chufiug anothef maftcr;*' 

Aman OLA, tho’ confidered as pi imc-minilder and gefier%|iflimo of the 
fultan, became the moll adivc of all the confpin|tors. He was . hardly 
returned to Isfahan, when he pertt-ived that be \vas ftiidly watched; 

\yhich affronted him fo extremely, that when i^^AcmMUD returned from 
his expedition into cohkilan, he obflinatelj refufed to go and meet 
him. That which confirmed his opinion of being an objed of jealoufy, 
excited his revenge alfo. It was not long before this time, that he was 
infulted to a great degree. He went out upon a common occafion, with 
a numerous retinue, to perform his devotions at his brother's tomb: 
Maghmud, apprehenlive left under fuch pretexts he fliould efcape a fe- 
cond time, fent one of his officers, with orders to pierce with his lancc 
the horfe on which the general was mounted 

Aman ola was too proud to put up with fuch an affront. As foon 
as he returned, he took the opportunity of killing feveral fine horfes . 
belonging to maghmud’s ftables ; fo that this prince was obliged to 
corac himfelf in perfon to appeafe him. At this interview, they feemed , 
to be again reconciled. 

The general however meditated the fultan’s deftrudion, and it was 
impoffible for him to find a better opportunity. His opinion determined 
thr; generality of the Afghans j fo that the council and flie army unani- 
moufly agreed on the neceffity of chufing a new fovereign. This choice, 
according to nearnefs of blood, ffiould have fallen on hussein khan, 
brother of maghmud, who was at that time in kandahar, and com- 
manded in the name of the fultan : but affiirs were fo critically cir- 
cTimiftanced, that they could not wait till his arrival from fo diilant a 
country, had the army been difpofed to it. Ashreff was the moft be- 
loved, and was now chofen with an unanimous confent, 

D d 2 The 

» This feems to be a capriciou* yet fuch as the geniiM of the people, and the tewpei' of 
MACH MOD renclm creclibk. 
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The moment this eledlion was proclaimed, the troops rah tt> their 
armsj in” order to take the new king out of cuftody. The aedollees, 
who, guarded him, difputed the entrance for fome time, but at length 

Ashreff, being at liberty, was proclaimed king of Persia by the 
AFGHANS on the aad of'''-APRiL. This prince, under the fpecious pre- 
tence of revenging the death of his father mir abdallah, would not 
accept the enfigns of royalty, till tliey brought him the head of their 
late fultan. The miferable magiimud, who had hardly many hours to 
live, fuffered the execution of this fentence, without knowing the addi- 
tional misfortune into which he w'as fallen 

Thus perilled, at the early age of twenty-feven years, this deflroyer of 
one of the faireft monarchies of asia, leaving the world a fad monu- 
ment of human mifery in the chara<5tcT of a prince and a conqueror. 
Nature had refufed him thofe external advantages, by which great men 
are fometimes diftinguiflied. ' He w^as middle-fized and clumfy ; his neck 
was fo ihort, that his head fceined to grow to his Ihoulders ; he had a 
broad face, a flat nofe, and his beard was thin, and of a red colour j 
his looks were wild, and his countenance auftere and dilagreeable j liis 
eyes, which were blue, and a little fquinting, were generally down-caft, 
like a man abforbed in deep thought. 

He had made it a rule from his earlielt youth, to fupply by habit and 
cuftom his natural unfitnefs for bodily exercifes. In this he fuccceded 
fo well, that very few excelled him either in horfemanfliip, or in the 
life of the lance- He applied himfelf to military exercifes | and tflat 
he might not lofe his dexterity in wielding the fabre, he often caufed 

fheep 

^ It js faid that fuch a horrid frenzy had feizcd liim, that he tore his own body with his teeth ; 
that this rage continued upon hira for feven days, and he was juft ready to expire with the W'ounds 
which he had given himlelf, when they put an end to his life and ids mifery. The Jefuits and eccle- 
fuiftics, who have had the greateft fhare in cbiledling this account, might aggravate this part of the 
ftory; but as Providence does, I believe, interpofe fometimes to puniftl fuch murderers, m:yr 
^ fuppofe that he was marked out as an CJtampIc of divine vengeance. .. 
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flieep to be brought to him with their feet tied, and after they had been 1725. 
hung up, he cut off their heads at a blow h • 

To thefe talents, which were common to the generality of his nation, 
he joined feme virtues more worthy of a fovereign. Tho' his foldiers 
in their dilcontent reproached him with an immoderate love of women, 
which feems to prove how far prejudices may tranfport men, he was 
very chaftc ; and is reported to have had only one wife, to whom 
he was ever conftant. He flept little ; and in his campaigns fuftered 
hardfliips with great indifference. He was fo vigilant, as often to 
vifit the centinels in the night, not only in the held, but alfb in Is- 
fahan. In labour he was indefatigable, in danger intrepid; and what 
is properly the charadlerillic of the man of honour more than of the 
conqueror, he was a flridl obferver of. his word towards thofe for whom 
he ever profefl'ed a friendfnip : he fhewed a great regard for aman ola 
upon that account, even when he was convinced that this general was 
contriving his ruin. 

Thefe qualities procured him refpecl, but he w'as too much feared to 
Ire beloved. His foldiers accufed him of a feverity in military difcipline; 
they charged him alfo with avarice, and that he had deprived them of 
the booty for which they had bravely encountered the greatefl dangers : 
but above all they could not forgive his having faid in the lirfl emotions 
of his refentment after the defeat of yezd, that he wiflied they were as 
great beggars as when they fiiif came into Persia, that they might fight 
as bravely as they did then. They could perhaps with more reafon have 
reproached him with want of condud, which was the chief caufe of his 
niifcarrying. To this might be added his cruelty to his enemies; his 
want of fortitude under his difgraces ; and if fuccefs had not in feme 
meafure juftified his enterprize of conquering Isfahan, it would have 
appeared rafli and extravagant. 

Such was the man, whom pofterity will hardly number among the 
eaftern heroes, tho’ the blood he fpilt, and the mifehiefs he created, will 

give 

* He is reprefented alfo fo ftrong^ as to cut the body of a flicep in two at a ilroke ; but tbefe 
llories are generally exaggerated, t 
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^725* 8 ^''® ® rank among the rayagers of the earth. He fat only tyro 

years and a half on the throne of Persia : but this fliort time was 
too long for his reputation as 2 conqueror, and he died very fea- 
fonably for the intereft of his nation. That inconfiderate temerity, 
which conftituted the ^hief part of his charad)er, was fit only for making 
conquers j to fecure th^^, other qualifications were neceffarjn, which he 
did not poflefs. 
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CHAP. XXXII. 

Chara&er of ashreff : his bypocrify and artful behaviour to shah hus- 
SPIN. 'The princes cf the blood, who had been murdered, buried at 
KO02vt. Ashreff the confpirato^rs who placed him on the thro?ie. 
His behaviour towards the mother ^’maghmud. His cruelty to his (nvn 
brother. He endeavours to render himfelf popular, by the mlldnefs of 
his adtnmjiraiion in general. 



HE qualifications wanting in maghmud, were for the moft 
part united in the perfou of ashreff, who was jufily confi- 
dered as the properefi: perfon to pefiefs the throne. He was 
naturally fober, courageous, aftive, and vigilant. He had been inured 
to hardfiiips from his eariiefl life; and having acquired the acccmplilh- 
ments of a ftatefman, he had learnt at the fame time the art of dillimu- 
lation, and affeded being moderate and upright : among the eaftern war- 

3 riors 
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1725. fiofs he alfo pafl'ed for a confummate general. Upon the whole it may 
be faid, that in ashreff were joined the valour and nlilitary virtues of 
MIR MAGHMUD, to the moderation and cunning of mir vais. 

The refiftance which the partifans of ashreff met with at the royal 
palace, ferved as a prkext for this new fultan to remove fome of his 
enemies. The very fame day he caufed the guards of the late fultan to 
be put to the fword ; ai^ the rainifters and intimate confidents of that 
prince underwent the fame fate. 

The KOUEAR AGASSI named almas, was too much attached to 
MAGHMUd’s intcrefi; to expcdl he Ihould be excepted out of the number 
of the proferibed ; therefore he endeavoured to fave himfelf by flight. 
He was overtaken, and brought back to Isfahan, where they put him 
to the rack, in hopes of obliging him to difeover the treafures which he 
was fuppofed to have concealed. The unfortunate almas bore thefe 
torments with great conftancy j but as foon as the executioners left him, 
he Hew his wife, and then ftabbed himfelf, to avoid the repetition of 
, { fuch unworthy and cruel treatment. 

Of all the officers whom maghmud favoui-ed with bis confidence, 

• , none had done fo much honour to his choice as almas. He never ufed 
the afeendant which he had over his mafter, to any other purpofe, than 
to foften the ferocity of his natural difpofition, and divert Jiim from bar- 
barous refolutions. He had a foul generous, compaffionate, and liberal, 
of which he gave repeated inftanccs. Far from endeavouring to accu- 
mulate riches, he even refufed to accept of prefents, tho’ this method 
of acquiring wealth is authorized by the pradice of asia. The Euro- 
peans confidered him as their protedor, and joined the Afghans and 
the PERSIANS in bewailing his death. Even ashreff himfelf was moved 
at it, or affeded to appear fo, in order to avoid the cenfure, which the 
fate of a man fo generally efteemed muft have thrown upon him in the 
beginning of his reign. 

The firfl impreffions in disfavour of ashreff, were in fome meafure 
effaced by his fubfequent condud. He had hardly received the enfigns of 

royalty. 


^ Chief of the flaves. 
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royalty, when he waited on shah husse in, and expatiating on the ill 1725 
confequences of maghmud’s ambition, prefled him to re-affcend the 
throne, which none but himfelf could lawfully fill. This monarch, 
naturally of a timid difpofition, was rendered more circumlpeQ: by his 
prefent fituation, and quickly faw into the arti4ce of this new Tibe- 
rius. He therefore made anfwer, That ht/had too deep a refpeil 
“ for the decrees of Providence, which had obliged him to abdicate the 
fupreme power, to accept of fuch offers, /though fuggefted by an un- 
“ exampled generofityj that fince he had defeended from the tlrronc of 
“ his ancefiors, heaven had opened his eyes in regard to the vanity of 
“ human grandeur ^ and therefore he now preferred the fweets of an 
“ obfeure retreat, to the fplendor of his former condition, in which he 
“ had always experienced an alloy of bitternefs and forrow.” He took 
this occafion however to complain of the little regard which maghmud 
fiiewed to his perfonal wants, and of the great crueity exercifed towards 
his family j then begging the new fultan to be kinder to him, he invited 
him, after the example of his predeceflbr, to marry one of the princefles 
his daughters. 


SiiAH HUSSEIN having thus follicited his enemy to polTefs hts throne, 
without hefitation granted him a formal ait of abdication. Ashrefk 
then took the title of king, and to convince shah hussein of the regard 
he paid to his reprefentations, he allowed him fifty tomans “a week for 
his houfliold ; whereas, in the former reign, no more had been paid 
monthly. He likewife gave him the direflion of the buildings, which 
were carrying on within the inclofure of the palace j and after repudi- 
ating his wife, he married one of the princelfes his daughters, whom 
MAGHMUD had left in the harram, together with other females of the 
royal blood. ' 


To render the memory of his predeccfi'or odious, as well asS to alleviate 
the affiidlion of the unfortunate hussein, ashreff cauCed the dead bodies 
of the princes, who were fiill left above ground in the court where tlK-y 
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1725. had been malUKreJ, to l)e put into caflins, and conveyed at hi& own ejc^ 
pence ", >vith a funeral pomp to room, the antient burying place of the 
PERSIAN kings. With tlf.s melancholy caravan^ he fent fome rich car- 
pets to decorate the maulbleums, and a thoufand tomans to be diftributed 
among the dervifes,. ai^d poor of the place. The caravan was received 
at the gates of the palai^ by great numbers of people, who attended the 
proceffion, with all the tbitens of the deeped; forrow, to the further end 
of the fuburbs ; after whiah, it was conveyed under an efcort of Af- 
ghans to ROOM, where the feene of lamentation was again renewed. 

The officer wlio commanded at room, depofited the bodies in the 
mofque, and (hewed a great regard to the Afghan officer who liad at- 
tended the convoy} but in compliance with the Persian cudom of abu- 
fing the meflengers of bad new's, a Georgian of the company w'as 
very ill treated". 

Ashreff had not been eight days upon the throne, wlien-lte dicvvcd 
by a bold droke of politics, that he looked upon his authority as jicr- 
feilly edablidied. He ordered thofe who were concerned in tiie cenfpi- 
racy wJiich placed him on the throne, to be arreded j and nffiding tlic 
* ' appearance of juflicc in preference to gratitude, he condfeateJ all their 
edates, put fome of them to death, and imprifoned the red. 

Under the colour of judice, this prince thus endeavoured to cdablitb 
his own fecuritV} but he had alfo a further aim. By this biow, liC re- 
moved feveral of the principal odkers, vvhofe turbulent and enterprizing 
Ipirit rendered them objeds of jealoufy ; he iikewile fdled his coffers 
with the riches which the confpirators had acquired fince the takiiig of 

ISFAHAN. 

The proud A.man oi a, who had pretended to ffiare the throne with 
MAGIUMUD, was among the number of thoie who peridied } the condder- 
ation of his daring' intrepidity, as well as of his riches, hadened his fitc. 
He had been gencraliffimo and prime minider of the ufutper, and thelc 

employments 

* They were carried on canids. ° Some accounts fay his eyes were cut out, wiiidi fcerr.s 

fu be fo unjuft and barbarous au as hardly to be cnxliblc, fuice tliis perfon was in no degree 

hiUiiy. 
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employments afforded him an opportunity of glutting his avarice ; fo that 172/j. 
his treafures were hardly inferior to tliofe of the crown. This will not 
appear improbablej if it be confidered that the very prefents which he re- 
ceived at his entering upon the miniftry, amounted to nine thoufand to- 
mans p, and that he obtained the confileated eftafes of molV of the Per- 
sian lords who had been maflacred under the l/ft reign. 

An INDIAN of CABUL, formerly govei'iior^of the late fultan, and after- 
wards raifed to the dignity of high prieft% was, next to aman ola, 
tlie richeft man at court. By his prudence, and the ftrength of his ge- 
nius, he palled for a fceond zoroaster among the credulous vulgar, who 
attributed the greateil; part of the fuccefs of the war to his forcery. The 
refpeiS; wiiich maghmud paid him, increafed his credit; for this prince 
ufetl to do nothing without his advice, continuing to behave towards him 
in tije fame rcfpe6tful manner as when he was under his tutition : he al- 
ways advuneed half way to meet him, .with his arms crolTed on his 
bread ; he then killed his hands, and never attempted to take his place 
till this INDIAN was firft fcated. 

From thefe circumftances, tliere was no room to believe tliat the mi- 
ANGi was concerned in the confpiracy ; he was not indeed fufpefted of 
any fuch defign ; but his great poffeflions, fo much out of charadler for 
a nrieft, rendered him sjuiltv. Ashreff however went no farther tlian 
tlie confifeating of his ellate ; he even promifed to fend him back by the 
fnfl opportunity to kandahar, with as much money as he fliould have 
occafion for, to fpend the remainder of his days in cafe and quiet. 

The reputation which zeberdest khan had acquired by the fiege of: 
SHIRASS, and his prudent conduft in the government of that city, which 
liad been conferred on him by maghmud, exempted him alfo in tome 
degree from the fate of the reft. His perfon however was feized, and 
his goods confifeated ; but the fultan being fcnfible of his moderation and 
military abilities, fent him foon after to his government, with a liberty 
of taking twenty tlionfaad tomans ■■ out of his own connfeated eftatc, 

E e 2 This 

^ 2 "1 T'hc perfon wliom fhe TURKS call MUFTi^ and Uie PERSIAN^’ Ml) LLAfi 

BASHt, Uic ^ f w.tA ivOiiiiuatc M i A N ':.i . ^ 5c,ccc/* 
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1^25. I’his general was the only one that irad his liberty rcftored to him ji 
and of aU the pcrfons of note either in the army or at court, none but 
SEiDAL, the lame whom SHAH TvEHMAS had lately routed, and mahom- 
MED NiscHAN, grand maftcr of the ceremonies, remained unmolefted, 
cither in their perfons or elFeils. The latter had been always upon terms 
of friendship with ashi^ff, and was the chief perfon who fbllicited his 
return from kandahar,^ 


M aghmud*s mother had ftooped to marry a fimple officer of the guards, 
and could not be prevailed upon to quit her own country, till her 
nephew ASHREFF was upon the point of fetting out for Isfahan. The 
defirc of feeing her fon in all the fplendour of his regal power, then de- 
termined her to undertake the journey. The Persians, fo much accu- 
flonied to pomp and fhew, were greatly furprized to fee the widow of 
the famous mir vais, and the mother of their fovereign, mounted on 
one of the camels of the caravan, and entering the capital of a kingdom, 
fubjedt to her fon, without attendants. 


The entreaties which this lady had ufed, to prevail on ashreff to re- 
• turn to ISFAHAN, were not the only marks of her affeflion towards h.im, 
it was chiefly at her follicitation that maghmud fpared his life. Gra- 
titude for benefits received, feldom makes fuch deep impreffions, as to 
prevent our refentments, when thofc benefits ceafe. On the contrary, 
among men of bafe minds, it adds a poignancy to real or imaginary in- 
juries. No fooner was ashrkpf feated on the throne, than he caufed 
this lady to be confined a whole night in the palace-yard, where the dead 
bodies of the princes, mafiacred by her fon, ftill lay above-ground. It 
was prefumed this punifliment was infli<fled for her having refufed to 
folUcit his releafement. He did not however intend to carry his refent- 
Ricnt fiuther : for after this wanton penance, he treated her with kindnefs, 
and in a manner fuitable to her rank, promifing to fend her with a con- 
fiderable treafurc to kandahar. 


The feverity, which ashreff fhewed to his younger brother, was 
much greater. This prince, being apprehenfive that according to the 

I cuftom 
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euft'Hii o£ PERSIA he fhould be confined in the feraglio, tried to make I7®5‘ 
his elc.ipe to kandahar. Being taken, he was deprived of* his fight, 
and then fhut up in the very place to w'hich he had fliewn ib great an 
averllon, A fon of maghmud, yet in his cradle, was treated in the fiime 
manner ; and as the mother, who was then pregnant, furvived the fultan 
her hufoand only eight days, it was prefumed tnat this princefs was poi- 
foned by the orders of the new king. ^ 

Such a feries of cruelty, did not alienate the minds of the people. 

They looked upon the misfortune of thofe princes, wdth the mafiacre of 
the guards, minifters, and favourites of maghmuo, as an adl of prudence, 
authorized by cuflom. The jiiftice which appeared in punifhing the 
confpirators, made thi.s condu<5l pafs for an aft of generofity. Thus the 
new fultan fecured his power, and took poll'effion of ahnoft all the riches 
that had been amaffed in the pillaging of Isfahan, without forfeiting 
his reputation for moderation and equity. 

Ashreff was indeed ambitious of the affeftlon, hot only of his own 
nation, but likewife of the Persians. For this purpofe, immediately 
upon his acceflion to the throne, he diftributed money among his foldiers ; 
and dlabliflied fo exaft a difeipline, that the fliops were all kept open 
by his orders, from the very evening of maghmud’s death. 

He impofed no new tax, neither on the natives nor foreigners, but 
contented himfelf with caufing the fums which machaiud had reftored 
during his illnefs, to be brought back to the exchequer} pretending, that 
as this prince was then delirious, he was incapable of making any fuch 
donations. 


C H A P, 
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C H A P. XXXIII. 

Asiireff emka-voufs to chtain the achiowkdgment of his fovereignty in kan- 

EAHAR, He forms (i defgn of fcizing the perjon of shah taehmas' j 

who makes his efcape into Ashreff koom. He 

maj acres the persiam^/<j/v/j, icho had difchfd his defigns upon iMi\yLK<s. 

\ 

1/^5’ SHREFF having thus fettled affairs in the capital, began to efta- 

blilh hife authority in the more diffant parts of the empire. His 
foil care was to obtain an acknowledgment of his fovereighty in the king- 
dom of KANDAHAR. With tliis view, he privately fent feveral officers 
with orders to join all Ids party in the country, in order to excite feme 
diffufbance, by means of which they might fei'/e or deffroy hussein 
KHAN, the brother of the late uUirper maghmud. What fteps thofe 
emiffaries took on this occafion are not known ; but it is certain that the 
attempt proved abortive. 

Nor did he fucceed better in a fcheme of greater importance. He had 
hardly palled from the prilbn to the throne, when this fudden change of 
fortune induced him to avail himfelf of the correfpondence into which 
he i)ad entered with shah taikmas, to make a vigorous effort to fei'ze 
tlje perfon of his competitor. For this end, as he could not impole on 
tlie father by an offer of the diadem, he fent a magnificent embaffy to 
tlie fon, making almofl: the fame propofals. Tlie deputies had orders to 
explain to him what had paffed relating to this fubjed: ; to nerfuadc him 
that their mader perfifted in thefe fentiments j and that he dellred a place 
might be appointed for an interview, to regulate their fefpcdive in- 
terells, fo that they might jointly engage in fuch meafures as were 
moll fuitable to re-eftablifli peace and good order in the empire. Thefe 
deputies were charged with a prefent for t ^ehmas, of ten beautiful 
horfes richly caparifuned, like thofe which the kings of persja ufually 
tide. 

At 

* T.t. iiMA-s is called and prince indifferently ; he had taken the name of shah, thoMiis 

aaihejity harJ)y Lc laid ;o i.ave been cHabiillied* 
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At the ilunc time, the artful ashreff difpatched circular letters to 172 
every place, which acknowledged the authority of t^hmas,* to notify 
his pacific meafures to the commanding officers, and to alTure them that 
the AFGHANS would commit no adt of hoftiiity before this interview. 

t 

While the cmbadidors were upon the road, t, 2 Ehmas not knowing of 
tlie death of MACiiMir.D, was advanced as far as cash an. Here he met 
with si: I D AL, who flattering hirafelf with the hopes of revenge, had 
marched with a more numerous body of forces than he had with him 
at his former defeat. Thefe two armies attacked each other with 
great vigour ; but fortune having declared a fecond time againfl the af- 
cafAKS, they were compelled to give way, and at length were totailv 
routed. 


Ashri ff however determined to puifue his political fehemes. Tiio 
ricRSi AN lords, of whom we have made mention, ventured to write 
jointly to informing him of the death of the ufurper, and of 

what !i;id paiiVd liiice that time at Isfahan. And as they were appre- 
htnfive, that the real motive of the propofed interview w’as to draw tliis 
prince into a fnare, they recommended to him to be upon his guard. 


Unluckily for t as mm as, the hearer of this letter was flopped by fume 
of tlie AFcnuNs t'Mat were retreatiiigf after the engagement, and carried 
before sfidal; t'lis genera! fccurcd him, and upon his arrival -at isfa- 
H.vN, delivered him into the hands of ashrlff, together with the letters 
he had found upon him. 


In tlie rnean while, the embatlador fent by ashrl ff returned with an 
anlwer, that tajhmAs, who had retired towards casbin, liad cholcn 
tlif plains of varami ‘ for the intervie'iV. Ashrlff having received this 
intelligence, fet out immediately with a body of 12000 men*, and arri- 
ved fir ft at the place of aftlgnation. 


Tahmas was advancing, on the firft of august, without -any miftrufi, 
with no more than 3000 men; when he received advice, that ashkeff 
was followed by a much greater number of troops than thc)^ hati mu- 
tually 


* This place is between koom and tAHiRA>4* 
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r 725 »'" tually agreed to take for their efcort. This intelligence having opened 
TJEHMAs^s eyes, he cohlidered what nieafures to purlue. He bad no rca-^ 
fon to doubt of the fuperior number of the Afghans ; but the dciire of 
being revenged of their perfidy, and the confidence he had acquired by 

his late vidories, almofl: tempted him to try the fortune of a battle. 

V 

The troops he had with him, were of two different forts, pkrsians’ 
and KHAJARS. The latter, who were the rnoft numerous, infifted, that 
in confideration of the fervices which they had already rendered, and 
ftill were difpofed to render, the prince would promife, that in caic of 
fuccefs, the athemat doulet flrould be always cholen from their body. 
The KEZELnAGHS oppofed fuch an innovation. This difpute, which 
feemed to be very ill timed, divided this little army into two oppofite 
fadions. T/€HMas perceived that his authority was too feeble to quafii 
the difturbance, and therefore refolved to retreat. But curiofity feeming 
to prevail over fear, he kept only a thoufand men with him, and or- 
dered one of his general officers to march with the other two thoufand, 

. to reconnoitre the rebels, Amur aslan khan his general, had foon 
demonftrative proofs of what he was fent to difeover. ^Thc Afghans 
having already paffed the limits agreed upon, were in full march ; and 
the number and difpofition of their troops plainly fliewed that their de- 
fign was to furround the shah. The’ khan perceiving their intention, 
difpatched feme horiemen to acquaint this prince, that nothing but a 
fpeedy flight could fave him from the treachery of the enemy. 

This advice arrived at the very interval that ashreff, having been in- 
formed by his fpics of the place where this prince then was, had de- 
tached a body of two thoufand five hundred men, with orders to make 
a long winding, and cut off the prince’s retreat. T/EHMas perceiving 
the clanger into which his credulity had engaged him, abandoned his 
troops, and fled to T/EHIran, attended only by two hundred men. 

Amur aslan khan, who was foon hemmed in by the Afghans, ptit 
hinifelf in a pofture of defence. The engagement was obflinate : this 

brave 

“ K r . zF . LBACHs , ^ The mm by whofc order# the n r it i s h fai^lory was pillaged in 
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brave general twice repulfed his enemies, but at length gave way^ to nuni- 1 7 2 \ . 
bers j he was in the utmoft danger of being cruthed, when the approach 
of night preferved him, and as many of his foldiers as could fave them- 
felves by flight, and the favour of the neighbouring mountains. In a 

few days he arrived dt t^ehiran. • 

■ 1 ^ 

TiEHM As, who had retired thither, being apprehenfive left the enemy 
fliould follow him, continued his march with great expedition towards 
MAZANDERAN. The luggednefs of the mountains, which furround this 
province, has often rendered it the azylum of the Persian kings: here 
this prince took fhelter, followed by his general amur aslan khan, 
and tholh whole horfes could bear the fatigue of to precipitate a march. 

The prudence of this condud: was foon proved by the event. Asit- 
REFF, being perfuaded that tjehmas was ftill at t/ehiran, refolved 
to furprize him before he could have time to remove from thence. With 
this intent, he compelled the peafants to ferve him as guides, and foon 
appeared with his army before the walls of the town. Upon difeover- , 
ing that T/Ehmas was fled, he ordered his troops to attack the place ; 
but the befieged behaved fo well, that he was obliged to abandon his en- 
tcrprizc. 

Being greatly irritated at his diHippointment, and the laborious march 
he had made in vain, he direded his courfe fouthward towards sAvn, 
which furrendered by capitulation. He afterwards marched to koom, a 
city of great importance, and before which he niufl in all probability 
have mifearried, had the inhabitants been prepared for his reception ; but 
the want of provilions obliged them to capitulate, after a liege of eight 
•days. The fultan, more politic than his predeceffor, obferved the condi- 
tions of his treaties very ftridly. By the redudion of koom, he became 
mafter of twenty pieces of cannon, and three elephants. He alfo found 
fome treafure belonging to t^ehmas, together with the wdfe, and part 
of the court of this prince. However, his fortune here did not compen- 
fate for the fliilure of his plot j and he returned to Isfahan greatly 
vexed at his difappointment, and uneafy at the accounts he now received 
of the new enterprizes of the ottoman court. 

VoL. nr. . F f 
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J725. TIic appi'chenfion of being cliaFged with cruelty, which had rendered 
the meinory of his predcccflbr fo odious, was tlie only motive which had 
induced the fultan to fpare the lives of the authors of the letter already 
mentioned j and thoi^h this had bec-ii^ intercepted, it was preftiincd*that 
others of tlic fame nature might have raiied a’fuif)icion of liis defigns. 
Now he wns returned, he thought it cHential to his piefervation to ex- 
terminate this remnant of the nobility j efpecially, as he would be ever 
fubjefl to their treafonable correfpondency. Accordingly he alTembled 
tliem at his country -palace of ferkabad, under pretence of a hunting 
match j and having convicted them of holding a correlpondcncc with his 
cneniies, he condemned them to be beheaded j which fentence was ex- 
ecuted upon the. foot. 


C H A P. XXXIVh 

Death qf the great. Deplorable Jlatc. of the perstan raovarchy. 

'The TURKS take tavris and ganja. Achmed baswa marches an 
army^ and takes poffc/fon g/ loristan. DiTt/hn among the RAcri- 
ARI.S. Dhe vALi of LORisTAN tstalu’s an incurfrjti into the territory of 
BACDAT. 

T he conqueds which the Turks had made the preceding year, 
and the indolence into which the Russians feemed to have fallen, 
with refpedt to Persia, gave the port a iuperiority, at which thefe new 
allies began to take umbrage. The inconveniencies which the Turks 
apprehended in waging war againfl the Afghans, of the fcdl of sunnj, 
and the very name of the emperor of Russia, kept the Turks in the re- 
foludou of adhering to their engagements, when they received advice of 
the death of that monarch. General romanzoff *, envoy extraordinary 
of RUSSI A for the ratification of the treaty, a.-id commiilury for regulating 
the limits in Persia, was fenfible of the difficulties which this accident 
would create in the execution of his commiffion. However, he kept his 

own 

* I am not lure that he Wa«'at thh time a general, tho’ he was fo afierwards. 
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own counfc 4 ,' and' endenvoared to perfaade the tl''rks, that tiie eniprefs 
CATHARINE had adopted inch meafurcs, ap would prevent the»deuth of 
his much lamented mailer from making any alteration in the of 

afFairs in the RUSSIAN empire. , 

9 

m- 

The grand vizir pretended to be- convinced of the truth of what he 
faid ; and declared, that tl\c intention of the grand lignior was to con- 
form exaitly ’to the engagements, which he had entered into with the 
deceafed monarch ; and therefore, he would immediately difiratch the 
commhlaries, who were to regulate the limits upon the ipot, 

* Tills minifter, neverthelefs, under the pretcn-ce of putting the port in 
pofleiTion of the provinces, which were fallen to her fbare by the par- 
tition treaty, had no other view than to extend tlie frontiers of th.c Otto- 
man empire. For this purpore, lie made extraordinary preparations, 
that t!ic armies which were to act this year againll versia, might be 
in a condition of making new conquefls. 

This dhlrcflcd monarchy was thus a jircy to feveral different enemies 
at one and the fame time. Tlie port liad Hripped her of Georgia, al- 
nioft of -all ARMENIA, and part of aderbe rrzAK. 'I'he czar had 
made himfelf mailer of the wcilcrn coail of the Caspian, except sha- 
MAKIe, which was in the hands of tiic lesgees. Kuorasan, kher- 
MAN, KANDAHAR, and the governmems of Isfahan and siijrass, were 
in tiie power of the Afghans or their allociates. I'he autliority (;f shah 
T>EHMAS was acknowledged only in mazanderan, astkabad, and 
fome few place's of irac agemi. The refl of the provinces which iiad 
not openly revolted, either dcfpjled the orders of tins prince, or formed 
independent armies, w'hich attacked indifciiminatcly the Russians, the 
turkis, and the AFGHANS. 

Thefe troubles foon reached fome of the provinces lately conquered 
by the Turks. The ffvercign ^ of the lesgees, who had put himfelf 
under the protection of the port, fhook off this new yoke, and attacked 
iiAiiDGEE DAoui), vvho held sHAMAKiE undct the OTTOMAN domi- 

F f 2 nion. 
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nion, The province of shirvan was thus divided betweeiit theft 
parties, and the sHEMKAj.t, who had lubmitted to tile authority of the 
RUSSIAN emperor, pillaged at large. 

Whllifl; the LESGEES gave proof of their inconftancy, the Janiflarles of 
the garrifon of erivan, mutinied againft arifi achmed. In confe- 
quencc of this revolt, they plundered his palace, and the grand fignior’s 
cheft. This general was' wounded in the fray, and ftved himfelf by 
flight. '' 

This infurredlion was not however attended with thoft confequences, 
which might naturally be apprehended. The troops foon repented of the 
violences they had committed, and returned to their duty. They re- 
called their general j they facrificed the authors of the diibrder ; and 
brought him home in triumph. The port, however, always difpofed 
to fliew a particular regard to the Janiflaries, appointed arifi achmed 
governor of erivan j but gave the command of the army to savi 
MUSTAFA, BASRA of ERZEROUM. 

The campaign was opened in may, and abderrahmam beg, fon of 
ABDALLAH KoupROLi, BASHA of VAN, gained fomc advantages over the 
PERSIANS, on the fide of tavris. After which, he made himfelf mafter 
of the city of mar and, and of the fortrefs of zonous, without any 
refiftance. 

About this time, latif khan, a nephew of shah hussein, upon 
the credit of his aftrologers, appeared before ii.\m a dan with fome troops, 
and according to their predidion he entered the town, but in a diflerent 
manner from what he expeded j for he was carried off by a detachment 
belonging to the garrifon, and led into the city as a prifoncr of war. 

Thefe advantages were followed by conquefts of greater importance. 
The port, not having yet fucceeded againii tavris, determined to fend 
a fufficient number of troops to reduce that place, where the number of 
the inhabitants fit to bear arms was very large, and who, from a gene- 
rdiis fefolution of defending themfeives to the laff extremity, had feni 

I their 
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their families and moil valuable effeds into the mountains of ghilan. 1725. 
The commajid of the army .dehgned again ft this city was givfn to ab- 
dallah K-Ouproli, BAsiiA of VAN : eleven thoufand tartars, who 
paffed over into asia, by tbx way of Constantinople, were ordered 
to join hini } and alfo the beglerr’eg of natolt 5\, with the troops of 
his government. This general having colledcu a body of feventy tbou- 
fand men, did not think it ncceftary to wait for thefe reinforcements ^ but 
put himfelf at the Head of his army, and appeared before this great city 
the thirtieth of jtjly. 

The PERSIAN general did not wait within ruinous walls, but took the 
field as fooii as the turks appeared in fight. His army confided chiefly 
of the inhabitants, who underftood the ufc of arms, but had not been ac- 
cuftomed to military difcipline; however, they determined to force their 
enemies to an engagement, before they had time to entrench themfelves. 

The BASHA fitw into their defign : as foon as he perceived that the 
number of thotc who had marched out of the town amounted to twenty 
or thirty thoufand men, he fell upon them with the fury of an enraged . 
enemy, in refentment of what had pafted the preceding year. The Per- 
sians flood tlieir ground ; and frefh fuccours continually pouring in, they • 
fought on both Tides with equal bravery till night, when the Persians, 
being routed on every fide, flung themfelves in the utmoft confuJlon into 
the town. 

. The TURKS were fo eager in the purfuit, that they entered peil-meli 
with them, where the fight was renewed again with incredible obftinacy. 

The inhabitants had thrown up intrenchments in the nine different quar- 
ters, of which this great city is compofcd, and defended themfelves with 
the fame bravery and refolution, which they had hitherto difplayed on 
all occafions *. The Turks were four days and nights before they made 
themfelves mafters of feven of thofe entrenchments, notwitbftanding they 
made repeated affaults : at length, on the third of august, about twenty 

thoufand 

The tftkinnj of tavris, as related by the h-ciiis to be exaggerated wkh regard to the 

liUuibtT and bravery of the i*£u;:TAN;i, as if ihcy meant by tiiis eircuizulauce lo render the conqneil 
the more 



■ ©F ' - = 

thountnd men, who had retired to the two laft entrenchments, finding 
tlveuiieJves umible to hold out any longer, offered to capitulate j in con- 
firquciu e of which, they were permitted to retire to aroevjlle, v»dth 
wiiiit cfFctfs they could carry along with them. 

Few fieges have been fo bloody as this, I'he Persians loll near thirty 
‘thoufand men, and the Turks about twenty thoufand j among whom 
were ooMAn basha of oIrfa, who commanded the right wing of the 
army, the basha of caramania, and many other oflkers of di* 
ilii'.dion. 

T he news of fo important a eonqueft, was an agreeable furprize to the 
gniaii fignioi'j and the more, as it was hardly believed that abdallah 
KouPROLt had as yet undertaken the fiege. Soon after, the fortrefs of 
LORE furrendered to savj mustafa. The basha of bagdat made 
Ifimreif rnader of fcveral finall towns'', fituated within a few days journey 
of HAM ad AN, in the road to the capital. 

Nothing more was wantiiig to complete the profperity of the otto- 
man court, than to be revenged of tlie affront which one ol her gciierais 
bad received before the walls of ganja in 1723. Savt mustafa, who 
had conquered lore, was charged w'ith this new expedition. Towards 
the end of august, he helicged the place with an army of forty thou- 
fand men, and after two days rcfiftance, the commanding oilicer fur-- 
rendered by capitulation, 

Savi mustafa then marched into shirvan, in hopes to fubdue the 
LESGEES; but he did not fuccecd in this expedition: for the weather 
fetting in very flrarp, his foldiers deferted in llicli numbers, that he was 
obliged .to retire. To make amends for this difappointment, ahr fub- 
mltted voluntarily to abdallah basha, who confirmed the governor 
in his offee. 

Whilfl this general and SAvi mustafa were carrying on their con- 
quers in the northern proviiices, a third army was ordered by the port 

. to 

are called Ass^rA^, or: an cere, firovzajjap, places which 1 do not find in any map> 
fc impcifvtl are thefe with rcfpcil to 
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to force their way to Isfahan^ This was commanded by Ac hivIko, 
now Basha of BACOAT, who availing himfclf of tlic prefenticircura- 
llances, had entered loristan, and was advancing towards horoma- 
BAD, capital of tire cuuntry. 

Ali merdan KHAN, VALi of this province, was in no condition to 
make head againft the enemy, for ali his troops did not exceed fifteen thou- 
fand men: he therefore retired into chusi-t/^'T. His example was fol- 
lowed by the inhabitants of horomabad, infomuch that when ACHNiro' 
appeared before this town, he found it intirely abandoned. lie entered 
without reliftance, and with the fame facility fubdued the rcil or the 
province. 

In the mean while the basha of Mosul made inciudlons into the ccun- 
Fry of the bactiaris, with a body of troops fubjedl to the orders of ach- 
iiiED. Thcfe people are divided into two tribes, one calied chamar linc, 
■and the otlier i;t-h lixMG} they pretend, that under Constantine tire 
GREAT they embraced the chriftian religion, which they jiave finco 
renounced. They live all the year in tents. It is faid, that the bac- 
tiaris ioined to the lorians, would have been able to raite the fiege 
of ISFAHAN, in the late revolution by the Afghans, if the antipathy 
which reigns between thefe two neighbouring people, had not prevent- 
ed tircir acling in concert upon that important occalion : this ijpirit of 
dilTenfion brought on the difgrace of both nations. We have feen liow 
the VAEi of LORISTAN abandoned his country upon the approach of the 
TURKS. Seffie, khan of the racti ar’s, took a Icfs prudent flep, tho’" 
in appearance more generous ; he marched with ali the troops he could 
collect to meet the enemy ; the fortune of the day was for a long wliiie 

dubious; 

^ Or. i.’ I ST. E cal!", the capital by the (lime na.nic as the proiiacc, viz. loristan^ ® AiiauAa 
llvms to Lc rive proper name o.f the capital of this co'inrrv, if ic is uciphbuuj ing to loiustan' ; tho* 
in page II ?.. rtoN,s.^n near isf.ahan i: reprcicnicJ as h aco.’iUjy, uhiL.ii 

decs not apvenr in maps under that name. .It is fbinctLues conlouikled with the aniicui 'li-iCTRi A, a 
country qibtc veniote, bordering on in dependant tartarv, on the oailcra fide o! ii-e caspiam 
De i/isbE lias a hACTtuANi to the r.onli of oeorgia, Vve fcctu to Ivc frit pivr'y much 
in the dark with vefpcfl to the coumrle.s borcLring on arasia : but this in queivioe. rve prohahly 
be jTicaat of that country, of which aiiouas iii the capital^ according to di* b’iSot, 
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ty 2 $‘ dubiti# j but the pEftsiAi’S at length gave way to huthbei'S, and iaVed 
themfelvbs by flights ^ ^ 

After thisyi<ftory, the bashaoC mosui. advanced vvithjn four and twenty 
leagues of Isfahan j &nd would douhtlefs hayc approached nearer, if he 
had not met witb the advanced ppfts of the Afghans pn the toad, againd 
whom, as there was no declaration of war, he did not prefume to com- 
mit any ad of hoftility. ^f’he bactiaris, vvho were retired with their 
flocks into the mountains, fought for an opportunity to revenge their de- 
feat j and harrafled the turks by frequent and fudden attacks. Tiie 
BASHAj unacciiilomed to this method of fighting, was more difpoftdj to 
retreat than purfue bis vidory, when he was informed that the vali of 
LORISTan, tho’ unable to ftand againft the Turkish army, carried tire 
war into their country, by which means he foOn obliged them to aban- 
don this province. The khans of ahouas and susteu, convinced of the 
facility of plundering a country, which by the basha’s excurfions was 
left defencclefs, joined him, and formed an army of near 20,000 men. 

• They entered the territories of bagdat, and fpread terror and defolation 
over ail the country, as far as the capital. The two daughters of the 

• VALI, who fought by his fide at the battle of gulnabap, were iilduccd 
by their filial duty and military genius to aCtend thdr fadid in^^^t^^^ 
ditiort} as they had alfo done in a late incurfion towards bassora, from 
whence their father returned loaded with a confiderable bexity. 

The prudent condud of the vali produced the effed which he ex- 
peded. As foon as achmed basha heard that the enemy were Tavaging 
his government, he fent orders to the basha of MosuL to re-join bis 
army, and left the vali at liberty to return home by another rout. The 
TURKS loft a great number of men in this expedition : ^ll the advantage 
they reaped ftom it, was the empty glory of having marched witbin 
^tee days journey of ISFAHAN. 
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CHAP. XXXV. 

’T!be RUSSIANS uneafy at the conquefls made by the Turks. Sutcefs ef the 
RUSSIAN anm in Persia. ‘The turks evade fettling the limits cf their 
conquejls with the Russian rejident. Ashreff fends an embajfador ta 
the port. CharaBer of this minifter. He is admitted to an audience 
of the grand vizir. His conferences with tlJ Turkish minijlers. 

/"■jjr ^ he rapidity of thefe conquers gave great uneafinefs to theRua- 1725':; 

JL SIAN minifters. Since the taking of tavRis, the grand fignior 
affeded lefs condefeenfion towards that court ; and now the important 
fucceiics of tlie lad campaigUj together with the flow progrefs of thefe new 
allies, greatly dimlnirtied the regard which had been (hewn them before 
the death of the Russian emperor. 

The inaction of the Russians in Persia, was owing to the clrcum- 
flances of the court of st. Petersburg. There was fomc reafon to fear, 
that the throne was not ^o fecurely ellabli/lied, as to venture upon the 
purfuic of conquefls in asia, by which nothing could be gained ; and 
which, it is probable, were never meant on any other account than to 
check the turks. And as for the swedes and other neighbouring powers, 
being no longer reflrained by the reputation which the czar had ac- 
quired, they might be the more difpofed to feize the firfl favourable op- 
portunity to renew or form pretenhons j for which fovereigns are never 
without reafons. 

The RUSSIANS, however, during this time had obtained fome advan- 
tages in PERSIA. Matuskin, one of their lieutenant-generals, having 
been informed, that the former vizir of reshd had built a fort on the 
confines of ghilan towards mazanderan, with a defign of molelling 
his foragers j he fent a body of troops thither in the month of June, and 
drove the enemy into mazanderan. 

The vizir afterwards aflembled his forces, and marched in order to 
fight the enemy j but the Russian infantry foon put them to flight. The 
VoL. in, G g demolition 
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dfemblit^on of the fo!rt> a-rid the taking of LAftijf AN *, were the fruits of 
this viiaWy. The SkAMKAiii; of tAUKOir, having fubmitted with rc^ 
Ittftancy to the yoke impofed on him by the gzar , engaged fomc of the 
neighbouring princes p his quarrel ; he took the field at the head of an 
army, but foon had rcafon to repent this flcp V for a body of Russians 
attacked him the twenty^fixth of sepxembbr, defeated, and drove him 
into the mountains. Tarkou, and feveral villages belonging to its de- 
pendancy, were pillaged ^d burnt; and his allies loft on this occafion 
one of their princes, with four of their chiefs. 

But tbefe advantages could enter into no comparifon with the conqucfts 
made by the turks, who being now become mafters of the feveral pro'- 
vinees adjudged to them by the partition treaty, reproached the Russians 
for keeping on the defenfive, when, according to the treaty, tlrey ought 
to have a<Stcd with vigour, in order to drive the Afghans out of Persia. 

Romamzoff, the Russian minifter at the port, was too expert a poli- 
tician not to forefee the uneafinefs he fhould be expofed to ; he therefore 
follicited to go and fettle upon the fpot the refpedtivc limits. At lengtli 
he had a conference upon this fubje<ft, when*the keys effendi repre- 
— feBted, that the feafon was too far advanced ; and moreover, that as the 
principal articles of the partition treaty were to be performed in shir van, 
it would be requifite to give time to savi mustafa to fubdue the peop)le 
of that province, who had lately blockaded shamakie. Thus the ge- 
neral romanzoff had the mortification to fee his journey poftponed till 
the next year. 

The port, not chufing to carry things to extremity, afteded a conde- 
feenfion towards the Russians. The inhabitants of ardeville had fent 
deputies to abdallah basha, folliciting the protedion of the grand 
fignior. The Turkish general knowing that this city was beyond the 
limits preferibed by the treaty, would not fend any troops thither with- 
out orders. The grand vizir communicated this affair to the envoy and 
refident of Russia, aifuring them that thefe propofals fliould be rejq^ted. 
This appearance of finecrity, already contradiilcd by the invafion of lo- 

RISTAN 


^ See Vol. I. Page 324* 
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irisxaN and other conquefts, did not laft long. ABDAX^tAH basha pceived 1725. 
feeret orders, in confequence of which he took poffefllon of are4vih.s, 
as it were provifionally, and under a pretence that the rebels had a defign 
upon it. OuRouMi, a city in the neighbourhood 9f TAVR is, had lately 
imitated the fame example, by fubmitting voluntarily to the Turks. The 
irregularity of this proceeding, occafioned frefh complaints. The Russians 
alledged moreover, that the port had committed a new violation of the 
treaty, by receiving an embaffador from the rebel Afghans. 

Ashreef was fo terrified at the progrefe of the ottoman arms, that he 
addrefled a manifefto to the inhabitants of miana, and fome other frontier 
towns, exhorting them to fubmk to his dominion ; after which, he at- 
tempted to reconcile by treaty, what he could hardly obtain in the field. 

The negotiation was committed to abdul aziz khan an Afghan, 
who from a fimple mule-driver, had, by his Courage and refolution, at- 
tained to the polls of colonel and commandant of julfa. He fet out 
from ISFAHAN in September j but having been detained twenty days at 
HOROMABAD by ACHMED BASHA, and twclve at HAMADAN, hc did not 
reach scutari till the twentieth of tanuary this year. 

The arrival of this embaflador, induced the ottoman court to beliel?e, 
that the Afghans, intimidated by the fuccefs of the Turkish arms in the 
laft campaign, would acknowledge the grand fignior as imam and fue for 
peace at any rate. How'ever, it was determined in council, that this mi- 
nifter Ihould be received only as a fimple meflenger, deputed by a prince 
of the fame religion as the turks. Abdul aziz expelled an audience 
as an embafiador from a king of the fedl of the sunn is j but perceiving 
that the court did not intend to acknowledge him in any public cliara«Ser, 
he pretended to be ill, and defired to be removed to Constantinople. 

As it was the intention of the port to grant him an audience, they eafily 
confented to his requeft, which perhaps had been fuggelled to him but 
inftead of a galley, according to the culloni oblcrved towards embafiadors, 
he villas fent in a gpndola. 

G g 2 The 

^ The fupreme hcad^ boih in fpiritualfi and temporals, of the uAKOMMeo ams. See page 175. 
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jmth ©f he was conduced td the atatienec o the 

grand vmr, with matt eerertibnies than he eoeld reafonably expi^, as 
the agent of a ehiefi whofe fovereignty was not acknowledged by any 


crowned head. He ^rfifted in vain that he would deliver ashreff’s 
letter to none but the grand figiubr himfelfj which as the cafe ftood, was 
not practicable. The TURKSj who are not very fcrupulous in regard to 
the privileges even of the moll authorized minifters, finding they could 
not prevail upon him to (Oliver up the letter, refolved to take it from 
him. 


Ashreff’s propofals were very bold, and far from being couched in 
the moft refpeCtful terms. This prince in Ins letter afllimed the pom- 
pous title of king of kings; he concluded it with four Arabian verfes, 
the fenfe of which feems to be very romantic, as well as imperious, viz. 

** The fabre and the lance are our fvveet balil ; 

We defpife the daitodil and myrrh j 
“ Our drink is the blood of our enemies, 

“ And their fkulls ferve us for our cups.” 

The fentence on the fignet s was of the fame nature, “ The fiiithful 
**"’'\<bferver of the commandments of the mod high; the Juft of tire feet 
of the four friends, abubeker, omar, osman, and alt, is ashreff, 
“ by the divine permiffion become the moll illuflrious of the fovercigns 
“ of the earth.” ^ 


The apprehenfions which had been entertained at constant tnopiJe, 
concerning the humiliation of the Afghans, were changed into indigna- 
tion, As they looked upon the haughtinefs of ashreff as unpardonable, 
the minifters were very defirous that the people ftiould approve of the 
war, fo that they fpared no pains to inflame their refentnaents. 

In the mean time, abdul aziz fupported his mafter’s intereft, with a 
confidence anfwerable to the pompous title which that prince had af- 
fumed. The negotiatic«i feemed to tend more to mortify the tobics, 

than 

They give dtis fignet the name of bul. It k imprcflioii in inJc, which ferves inftead of 
hgnatttie. Sec Vol. I. pag«3*7. 
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than the to aclgiowledge abduljiziz as 1726, 

embafiador, had humbled this Afghan. He behaved, und«r time deli^ 
cate circumftances, with great intrepidity, and as much confidence, as if 
he had been acknowledged in a public charader j infomueh, that the mim- 
Iters of the grand fignior began at length to be embarafled. In tire an- 
fvvcr which the mufti, and the expounders of the law at Constanti- 
nople, gave to a letter written to them by the miangi and the expoun- 
ders of the law at ISFAHAN, we find the principal points on which thefc 
conferences turned. 

Religion was the objc(fl: on which the Afghans founded their pre- 
tenfions. Abdul aziz reproached the Turks, with having failed in an 
eiTential point of their faith, in not making all their efforts, as the Af- 
ghans had done, to deflroy the monarchy of the schias. He allowed, 
that the grand fignior was lawful imam in turkey j but he added, that 
this did not hinder asureff and his fuccelTors from being imams in Per- 
sia j efpecially, as a fingle chief is not fufHcient to govern countries fo 
vaftly extended, as tbofe poftefled by muffulmen. He maintained, that 
a conqueror, acknowledged by the grandees of a kingdom, was the law- 
ful fovereign of it j and as fuch had a right to claim the towns and pro- 
vinces which had been torn from itj fince his fovereignty extendelT to 
thofe provinces and towns, as well as to places where his authority was 
eftablifiied. 

The TURKISH commiflaries appointed to treat with him, made anfwer, 
tliat the warswhieh the grand fignior had been obliged to maintain againll 
the different chriflian powers, had prevented his dcflroying the empire 
of the SCHIAS j that he had deprived the schias of many confiderable 
provinces, and as foon as the pfeacc concluded witli the princes of Europe 
afforded him leifcire, he would accompliffi the work. They added, that 
according to law and tradition, there could not be more than one imam 
at a time, unlefs their dominions were feparated by the fea, which might 
prevent all communication : that this was not the cafe with refpeft to Per- 
sia • nor was Isfahan at fuch a diftance, as to render the nomination 
of another chief neceffiuy 5 fince under the reign of omar, whofe em- 







1^26. pire |3^iide4 from MECGf to h amaoan, a plufality g £ Calipfes Kad never 
been acKSiowlcdged : that the fovereignty of the conquers made by- the 
AFGHANS, as wcU as of thofe made by the grand fignior, belonged of 
right to this monarch, in quality of imam, v^Ue the Afghans could 
pretend to nothing farther, than the moveable goods of the people whom 
they had vanquilhed ; and they defied abdul aziz to pro the contrary. 



CHAP. XXXVI. 

TUKKisH mim'ffers propofe queries to the mufti, relating to the con-' 
fiflency of a rupture ’with ashreff. Anfueer of the mufti. The port 
declares •war againjl ashreff. The Afghan embajjailor fets out from 
, CONSTANTINOPLE, and is arrefed on the road by orders from the grand 
fgnior. QhS'e.infurrenders to abdallah bash a. Difpute betoceen the 
TURKISH generals. Mifunderjlanding between the Russians and the 
TURKS. Abdallah basha defeats t.'EHMasV troops before ardeville. 


/■ I "^HE TURKISH minifters perfifted in maintaining that there could be 
— j| . only one imam, and that this imam ought to be the grand fig- 

nior, not only on account of his hereditary fovereignty, but becaufe he 
had in his power the principal places of wor/hip of the three written 
religions This difpute, the dccifion of which feeincd to reft on the 
longeft fword, was however fupported by abdul aziz, who anfwered 
undauntedly 4 that if the muftulmen of the two empires could acknow* 
ledge only the fame head, this title was due to ashreff, as defeended from 
the illuftrious tribe of coraich', to whom the dignity of Caliph by right 
belongs, and as deftroyer of the monarchy of the schias ) and not to a 
prince born among a nation of an oblcure original, who, not fatisfied with 
granting peace to heretics, had, by a treaty contrary to the law, delivered 

into 

’’ Mecca, becaufe of the temple, which they fay abramaxi, father of the hebriws, built 
there, and as the place where mahommed was born: Jerubalem, refpefted by the jews, ac<i 
much more fo by the chnftian; ; and Medina, the feat of the empire, and burying place of their 
prophet, and of the nn't Caliphs his fucceflbrs. ’ The tribe of mahom mod, one of the 

moft illuftrious of MECCA, who were dilUnguilhed by their care of the temple which was intruftej 
to then. 
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into the hands of infidels, feveral dties ^ in which tnofques^ been 
created. 

Thefe conferences ferved to increafe the animofity of botli parties. 
The port was defirous of war ; but as the mahomjvIedans look upon it 
as vile and diflionourable to declare war againft a people of their own 
fed, the TURKS would have been glad at leaft, that ashreff fhould lay 
them under a neceflity of breaking with hirr/, or to find fome proper 
reafon for a rupture : the mod plaufible feemed to arife from the very na- 
ture of the negotiation, efpecially as the afghak, in the courfe of the ar- 
gument> pretended to prove his raafter fiiperior in birth and dignity to 
the grand fignior. 

The letters which pafl'ed between the mufti of Constantinople, and 
the MEANGi of ISFAHAN already mentioned, were made public, and 
ferved as a manlfefto j and perhaps had a ftronger efted, than if it had 
borne that title ; for it was made ufe of to conciliate the minds of the peo- 
ple to a rupture with the Afghans. The port then demanded the fetfa * 
of the mufti, propofing tlie following queries : 

“ I. Whether it be permitted by the Taw, for the true believers to i y- 
“ knowledge and obey at one and the fame time two different chtelT? 

2. In what manner they ought to ad againff a muffulman, who 
“ after fubduing the capital of prrsia, and fame otlier towns contiguous 
“ to the conquefts made by the ottoman arms, fiiouki contefl: the grand 
“ fignior’s fovereignty, annexed to the dignity of iaiaM, and fend letters 
demanding thofe Conquefts, under pretence that they conftiente part of 
“ an empire which belongs to him of right, as polTciTor of the capital, and 
“ of the throne of the scHiAS ?” 

The MUFTI anfwered the firft of thefe queries, That a plurality of 
chiefs was declared unlawful by the aftembly of the ashacs unlefs 
“ there ftiould be feme barrier betwixt their territories, fueh, for inftance, 

“ as 

B E L G K APE ceded in 1 7 1 8 to the em pc ror by the tresity of p a s s a r 0 w 1 t x , and r s r c k n to 
the cpipire of Russia, ^ See page 36. ^ A name given to the compamou^ of 

mahommed* I 
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f* t% INDIAN OCEAN, which might hinder thcm to conMt, and to 
“ aflift^ach other.” 


On tlie fecond query he determined, “ That if the niuiTulman in 
“ queftion deiiiied fmni his pretenfions, and fubmitted to the authority 
*' of the head of tlie faithful, every thing would be right; but if he 
“ perfifled in his rebellion, Jiis death was declared necelTary by a precept 
“ of the law, which cnji^ined the dcftrudlion of him.” 

Thefe FETTAS were followed by a declaratbn of war. The grand 
fignior being affronted at the infolcnce of asureff’s feals, caufed a fignet 
to be made, with an infcription of the fame romantic nature as that of 
ashreff’s already related. 


The defender of juftice, zealous for the four friends ", 

“ Is ACHMED, fon of the warlike mahommed, ever accuftomed to 
“ fubdue his enemies. 

“ By the eternal truth, ashreff is not the moft illuffrious of the 
“ kings of the earth : 

He is a pafte kneaded with the leaven of mir vais, a rebel, and 
“ I)’inbol of ignominy.” 

If we Gonfider with what a blind enthufiafm fonie religious wars have 
been carried on in Europe, we fliall not be furprized at thefe romantic 
preludes to the Ihedding of mahommedan blood. After thefe contefts, 
ABDUE AZIZ had his audience of leave from the grand vizir on the lall 
day of MARCH, with very little ceremony. This miniftcr however pre- 
fented him with ten purfes ° for liiinfelf, one for his nephew, who had 
accompanied him in his journey, and another for his chaplain. He alfo 
fent a very fine watch for ashreff’s athemat doulet, in acknowledg* 
ment for a firing of pearls which he had received from that minifter. 
The lacxt day abdue aziz took his leave of the mufti, and departed for 
BAGDAT under the condud: of a Turkish aga. 

This AFGHAN embaffador had fcarce entered the province of diarbe- 
KiR, when he was arrefted by the commandant of kerKisia, a fortrefs 

near 
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rieai’ the itJPMR The port, in order to authorize fueh a preceding, 1726. 
gave out that ASHREFF had fet the example, by confining, in me com- 
mon jail, an officer whom achmed basha had fent to hinii but it may 
be prefurned, that the grand fignior was unwilling this envoy fhould in- 
form ashrbff, of the repugnance which the Turkish army ffiewed to 
the war. 

In the mean time, the inhabitants of casuin made an offer to aisdal- 
EAH BASHA, of fubmitting to the ottoman dominion, on condition the 
grand fignior would be fatisfied with fending them a Turkish governor, 
but no troops. This general, however, fent 12000 men under the com- 
mand of AH BASHA, one of his principal officers, who took poffeffion of 
the town in the name of the grand fignior. Maraga alfo fell under the 
dominion of the port; but this conqueft had like to have proved fatal, 
by the jealoufy which arofe between the bash as abdallah and achmed, 
who both pretended to the government of that place. Tliis town had 
tilways been in the diftridl of tavris, a circumftance which feemed de- 
cifive in favour of abdallah ; and yet the reputation of achmed pre- , 
vailed over evei'y other confideration. Abdallah would have retired to 
ouRFA, the capital of his government, if the grand fignior had not recqm; 
mended his facrificing his private refentment to the intcreft of thefTirpire. 

The RUSSI AN minifter at tlie port having learnt that a body of turks 
had advanced towards chilan, made his complaint, and was anlwer- 
cd, that the Russians ought to repel any troops who ffiould diflurb 
them, contrary to treaty. It could not however be fuppofed, that 
this detachment had adted without orders ; hence it was inferred, that 
the TURKS had entered ghilan, only to feel the pulfe of the Russians, 
who were confidered as enjoying the ehoieefl: province in the whole 
country, tho’ in fadt they drew but very little, if any advantage from it. 

It is reafonable to prefume, that the curiofity of the Turks was excited 
by the follicitation of both the English and french embaffadors : the 
ARMENIANS, who were. Wpnt to bring fiik to them from ghilan, on 
account of thefe troubles difeontinued their caravans, which was by no 
means fatisfadlory to the merchants of thefe nations. 

VoL.m. H h , 
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The OTTOMAN armies had in the mean time taken the J&eld, and 
their firit operations feemed to promife as much fuccefs as the preceding 
year?. Abdallah basha received advice, that the Persians had af- 
fembled troops near the conflux of the ar as and the kura, deligning 
to attack ardeville. Upon which he detached 10,000 men againft 
them, under the command of his fon abderrahmam, and put them to 
flight. 


C f I A P. XXXVIL 

TiEHMAS SHAH endeanouTs to negotiate a treaty ivitb the Russians and' 
TURKS. AmvcE.vv fortifies Isfahan. He marches an army to meet 
ACHMED BASHA. Stratagem ufed by hsHKZVF. to evade a battle ‘with 
the TURKS. AcHmed refohes to give the Afghans battle. The turks- 
are defeated, 

T iEHMAS SHAH was now a fugitive in the province of mazan- 
DERAN, after his efcape from the fnare which had been laid for 
ASHREFF. That clcape convinced him, that the throne of his 
anceflors was recoverable only by force of arms j and feeing himfcif be- 
trayed OT deferted in every quarter, he determined to agree to the execu- 
tion of the treaty of Constantinople. In confequcnce hereof he fent 
an embaffador to the court of Russia ; and at the fame time he wrote to 
ABDALLAH BASHA, deflring this general to acquaint the port of his 
refolution. 

His letter, among other particulars, eGntained as follows ; “ The vilefS 
** of oar fubjedls, fome milerable tribes of Afghans, have by the per- 
“ miffion of the Supreme, revolted againfl their lawful fovereign, and 
“ made themfclves raaflcr of part of our dominions. You have taken 
“ advantage of this fatal conjund:ure to attack us, and thefe lioiiilities have 
** prevented our flopping the progrefs of the rebels. Such a behaviour we 
“ did not expeil. Who could iuve imagined, that an ottoman ge- 

‘‘ neral 
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« neral would have had rccourfc to arCilice, to make himfelf j^aHer of ,7^6. 
^ejits ? ' ' ' 

“ How can we dlfcover an enemy difguifed under the veil of friend- 
fliip? Does the bird know that the Ipray on which it perches/ will 
*' one day make its cage ^ ? 

“ The RUSSIANS have offered us their affiftancc, but we refufcd it 
from a nation who are enemies to our religion. Being therefore under 
** a neceffity of punifliing our rebellious fubje£ls, we earnefliy beg you 
“ will engage our illuftrious father, the padishah who is the refuge 
“ of the univerfe, to grant us a truce of three years ; and we agree that 
“ the countries which he has conquered, fliall always remain in his 
hands.” 

How advantageous foever thefe propofals might appear, the port w'a- 
vered in her determination. If flie granted the truce, t/ehmas mieht 
be enabled to recover his dominions, which he now yielded by neceffity. 

On the other hand, if flie continued deaf to his petition, he might throw * 
himfelf intirely into the hands of the Russians. Under thefe circum- 
ftances, the grand fignior commiffioned mustafa effendi, a man, who , 
by his extraordinary abilities had raifed himfelf early in life to wry con- 
liderable employments, to go and examine upon the fpot into the litua- 
tion of affairs, under the ipecious pretext of negotiating the treaty which 
this prince had propofed. 

Taihmas’s propofals to the court of Russia did not meet with greater 
fuccefs. Prince dolgoruki, who commanded this year in the con- 
quered provinces, detained the embalTador ; and we do not find that any 
regard was ffiewn to the propofals ; indeed it was not probable that the 
RUSSIANS fhould appear in behalf of the fugitive king of Persia, when 
they remained inaftive with regard to their own conqueft. 

Thefe negotiations of t.®hmas did not create fo great uneafinefs at Is- 
fahan, as the neighbourhood of tlie ottoman armies. Ashreff, 

Plh 2 confideriug 

** Arabian or PERSIC verfes. * A title which the grand fignior afloinc?, and wliich i;i 

f explained by that of emperor, but carries with it alfo a diiTurent ineauing, as the chief of the ma- 
ttOMMEDANS both in fpirituals and temporals. 
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ini6. confuleWng that nil his forces would be infaflicient to defend^^^^ 

and ill S-Siicd a town, had formed a projeft of a very fmgular nature. 
This was to build a fecond city within the inclofure of the firft. The walls 
were made of earth, ,and about forty feet high ; they were flanked with 
towers near fifty paces diftant from each other, and furrounded with a 
large deep ditch. This new city included the old citadel, the great fquare,. 
and the king’s palace} and what is mofl: furprizing, it was finilhed in 
Icfs than three months, tho’ it was above four miles in circumference. 

Ashretf having thus prepared a place of retreat, thought of render- 
ing- it more diflicult of accefs to his new enemies. With this defign, he 
detached feme troops, who ravaged the open country from this capital 
to the very gates of casein. 

Achmed basha, who was marching towards Isfahan at the head of 
a forrhidable army, was therefore obliged to change his rout. He was. 
not advanced far, when the inhabitants of casein, excited by the emif- 
faries of ashreff, declared for this prince, and drove away the garrilon 
' which ABDALLAH KoupROLi had quartered in that city, contrary to the 
treaty which they had made, 

"as^e FP, depending more on his cunning and politics, than on die 
llrength of his armies, publiflied feveral manifefto’s upon this occafion, 
by which he exhorted fome other towns to follow the example of cas- 
ein : and in order to perfuade them to it the more eafily, he prom i fed 
to exempt them from all impofts during the fpace of three years, if th'ty 
would voluntarily fubmit to his dominion. 

This prince, after the example of his predeceflTor, ufed all his en- 
deavours to prevent the inhabitants of the capital knowing what paflbd 
abroad ; yet they received fome imperfed accounts concerning the mo 
tions and'defigns of the tuhks, which flung the city into a general con- 
fternation. The ottoman army were apprehended to be very numerous, 
fo that the fall of the Afghans was confidered as inevitable. I he Per- 
sians and chriftians were equally defirous of changing mafters, the one 
thro’ averfion, and the other from views of commerce} but the recent 

remembrance 
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rernembfrance of the miferies they had fiiffered, and the notion they had 
entertained of the cruelty of the TURKS, made them confider mis new 
revolution as a misfortune, in which they were in great danger of !)eing 
involveil. 

♦ 

Ashreff was not without anxiety, but he concealed all emotions 
fear, with a feeming indifference. That he might not rilk his wliole f ;r-- 
tune at once, by waiting for the enemy under tiie walls of his capiiMl, he 
put himfelf at the head of his troops, and went forward to meet them. 
His firll camp was at shah bagiii, .1 place diftant five or fix leagues 
from ISFAHAN. Here he fpent fomc days in making the necelTary pre- 
parations ; after which he marched towards iiamadan, by the lame road 
wliich he knew achmeo basha had taken. 

Tile r uRKisn army was advanced about tv/enty leagues from that city, 
when Ills fcouts brought him word, that the afohaks were within fight. 
Towaials the 2otb of November, the two armies incamped within three 
leagues of each other; they had been in this pofiuon fome clays, when 
ACHMED B.'tSiiA rcfolvecl to try the melllc of an enemy, witli whofe 
manner of fighting he was not acquairded. With this view, he ordered 
two thoufand horfe fupported by four thoufind Janiffaries, to advance, 
before the main body of his army ; but this detachment haviTf|'’been 
cosidufted by guides not well acquainted with the road ; within half a 
leaeuc of asurfi-f’s camp, were iurrounded by the afguans, and cut 
in. pieces; almoft in figlit of their g^eneral, who was in full march with 
liis wliole army to their afhftance. 

Achmed, difeouraged at this misfortune, ordered his army to entrench 
themfclves. Ashreff, in the mean while, had recourfe to art and ftratagem. 
The fmall number and the inexperience of his troops not permitting him 
to expert any advantage over Ills enemy by nobler methods ; he endea- 
voured to fow the feeds of fedition in the Turkish camp. He Ipared 
neither money nor promifes to tempt thofe officers whom he thought 
leafl mindful of their duty; whilfl his partifans in the Turkish army 
handed writings about in form of raanifcflo’s, wherein he protellcd, 

“ That 

Spahis, or A 5 1 ATI c cavalry. 
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1726. “ That it was with the greateft concern he faw m 

“ the deilrudtion of each other; that this war, unlawful in itfelf, and 
“ diflionourablc to religion, had already lafted too long,. In regard to 
“ bimfelf, he called Goo and mahommed to witnefs, that he wiflied 
“ for nothing with fo much earneftnefe, as to enter into a reafonable ac- 
“ coinmodation.” To this he added another expedient of a more public 
kind, hut not lefs artful ; He chofe from among his nation four cheiks 
the moft venerable for their age and knowledge ; and ordering them to 
put on tlieir ceremonial habits, he feut them as embaUrdors to t^ie 
basha’s camp. 

Thefc old men preiented themfelves unarmed, and were cooduded to 
the general, who treated them with refpcd. After the ullial compliments, 
the eldell of them addrcffing himfelf to the basha, in an audible but 
modeft tone of voice, fpoke to this effed: “ Ashrefp, our Ibvcreign 
“ lord, has fent us to defire you not to draw your fabre againft mufiul- 
“ men, who have obeyed the precept of the law in fubverting the throne 
of the SCHIAS. He is furprized that the ottomans fliould treat liim 
as an enemy, and make an alliance with chriftians, with a dcfign to 
ftrip him of a kingdom, to which Jiis being a defcendant of the pro- 
own tribe, his religion, and his conquefls, give him fuch juft 
“ rights. He protcfts before Gon, that he lays all the blood that fhall 
“ be fpilt in this iniquitous war to your charge, if you oppofe his eftablilli- 
“ ing the true worfliip in his dominions, and reduce the Afghans to the 
“ hard neceflity of defending themfelves againft their own brethren.” ' 

This audience was given, according to euftom, in full aftembly. The 
TURKISH general perceiving that this difcourfe made an impreflion on the 
minds of fome of his foldiers, who were already influenced by the age 
and character of the deputies, made anfwer immediately; “ That he 
“ was come into Persia in confequence of the orders of the emperor his 
“ mafter; that mufifulmen could not, according to law, have more than 
“ one head in fpirituals, as well as temporals ; and that the grand fignior 

“ being 

ARABIAN word fignifies r.ot only an old man, but likewife a prince^ a doftor, or the head 
of a community. 
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being polTejlled^o^^ this title as fuccceffor to the Caliphs, ashre'^f muft: 1726. 
‘‘^^acknowledge him in that quality, or he fliould foon feel the effects of 
“ the ftrength and courage of the OTTOMAN forces. 

The general had fcarce finiflied, when the callers to prayer *" gave 
notice that it was noon. The cheiks, attentive to the purpofe of their 
commifllon, as well as their duty in point of religion, rofe up immedi- 
ately without making any reply, and joined in prayer with the turKs. 

By this a€l they gave proof of the conformity of their religion ; they 
concluded their prayer, begging with a loud voice, that the Almighty 
would pleafe to open the eyes, and to touch the hearts of tliefe mudlil- 
men their brethren. 

After this they withdrew, making frefh protedations that their mailer 
was innoceM of the blood that was going to be ibed. This artful con- 
dud, 11 lengthened by the fecret intrigues of ashreff, foon began to pro- 
duce its elFeds ; for the deputies were hardly out of the camp, when 
they were followed by a prince of the kourds, with five thoufand men 
of his nation. 


The BASHA being informed, that the cheiks were attended by more 
troops than he had fent to efcort them, fufpefted fonie treachery, and 
difpatched a large body of horfe after the deferters : part of this detach- 
ment joined the kourds, fo that the red being inferior in number, were 
obliged to fuffer them to proceed unmoleded to the enemy’s army. 


Achmed being ftruck with this event, which might prove of a very 
dangerous confequcnce, refolved to give the enemy battle. Ashreff, 
grown braver by neceffity, and the reinforcement of the kourds, who 
came over to him, marched immediately out of his camp, and advanced 
towards the enemy. The Turks quitted their lines, and ranged them- 
felves in battalia. Their army coniilled of between feventy and eighty 
tiioufand men. The right wing was formed by twenty thoufand kourds, 
who were all cavalry, under the orders cf babec soliman oglou their 
prince. Tire left was commanded by skeictar mahommed, and five 
other BASHAs, among whom were abderrahmam, foa of the seras- 

K.XER 
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1726. js^ier abdallaHj and hitssein alfo, of the celebrated family of kod- 
jpROLi. This army was alfo attended with a train of feventy pieces of 
cannon. 

AsHRErf’s army confifted of feventeen thoufand foot, among whom 
were twelve thoufiind AFGHANS, with coats of mail"; fixtecn thoufand 
horfe, AFGHANS, PERSEF.s, and derghezins, with forty harquebufles 
mounted on camels backs. This prince, furrounded by his principal mi~ 
nifters, was feated, according to the cullom of the Indian kings, on a 
throne carried by an elephant. 

The TURKS gave the llgnal of battle at fix in the morning, by firing 
ten pieces of cannon. The Afghans returned it \vith five ; upon which 
the seRaskier charged them briikly at tlie head of the right wing, and 
repeated the attack three fcveral times with great bravery, during which 
time his artillery kept an incefiant fire ; yet he w'as repulfed on every fide, 
and obliged, towards three in the afternoon, to retire in diforder to his 
entrenchments. The turks loft twelve thoufiind men : their defeat 
would probably have been more complete, if asmreff had not forbid 
his men to purfue them. 

condudf might alfo be imputed to a new piece of policy. The 
greateft part of the orxoArAN army had not engaged, and an eagernefs 
of pnrfuit might have fnatched the vidtoiy from him ; efpecialiy as there 
was little reafon to believe tliat the enemy, contrary to their cuftom in 
fuch cafes, would keep the field. 

^ Tiilti is a light iroa net-work about tiie head and fhoukiers, and fomeumes they wear tiie ianvi 
kind of cUmour on their bodies under dieir cloaths. 
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C H A P. XXXVIII. 

^rtful behaviour of ashreff towards the Turks. ^Situation of the port 
in regard to other powers. Great preparations in turkev againfl the 
AFGHANS. ’The TURKS unfuccefsful again)} the ARAtENiANs. Prudent 
adminijlration of ashreff. The Turks fend cofnmijjaries into Persia 
to treat with ashreff. A treaty tf peace concluded in the camp of 
HAMADAN, between the turpcs and the Afghans in 1727. 


A shreff, after h 5 s vi(flory, removed Ills camp to the field of 
battle. The event juftified the prudence of his meafures j for the 
next night, the kourds fpread themfelves along the lines of the Turks, 
crying out, that as part of the army was gone over to the Afghans, they 
^vould alfo retire immediately j after which, taking an advantage of the 
diforder which they had occafioned, they began to plunder the baggage. 

Thefc feditious clamours produced the effed, which the authors of 
them intended. The seraskier perceiving that he ftiould expofe him- 
felf to no purpofe, in venturing a fccond engagement, while his troops 
were thus diflicartened and mutinous, decamped filently in the^njght; 
and leaving his baggage and artillery behind him, he retired to kher- 

MANSHA. 

The AFGHAN prince did not interrupt his march : it was not his defign 
to demolidi an army which might be eafily replaced, but to baffle the 
projeds of the port, by increafing the repugnance which the Turkish 
nation in general Ihevved to this war. The fame religious zeal, which 
has ever created fuch bloody contefis between the Turks and the Per- 
sians, was now a reafon not to fight with the Afghans. Ashreff ac- 
companied rather than purfued them as fi^r as the walls of this city. But 
not fatisfied with having defeated his enemies, and driven them from his 
frontiers, which was ading merely on the defenfive, he uled other gentle 
expedients to difarm them. 

. He was no fooner arrived near kuermansha, than this artful Afghan 
fent deputies to achmed jbasha, who, upon the approach of the pfr- 
VOL. HI. li SIAN 
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SIAN acmy, retired with his fcattered forces towards bagdat. Inftead of 
propofing a negotiation, as was expected, thefe deputies declared to him 
publicly to this efftd: : *' It is the opinion of our fovereign ashreff, that 
“ the fpoils taken frqm people of the fame religion, cannot be kept as a 
“ fair booty : as he is polfelfed of his dominions as a lawful prince, he 

does not think fit to ad as a robber, by detaining the property of his 
" brethren ; for which reafon he has comtniffioned us to acquaint you, 
“ that you may fend for your treafure and baggage, and, except arms, in 
“ general for whatever your troops left in their camp." To this ad of 
generofity, ashreff added that of returning tlie prifoners he had taken. 
Doubtlefs this prince intended to create friends of people, whom he had 
no further reafon to fear, at lead in the prefent campaign. 

The TURKS were the more affeded with it, as they had other troubles 
upon their hands. The death of peter the great, had not been at- 
tended with any of thofe changes, which they expedfed. This monarch’s 
laft will, fupported by the grandees, and by the whole army, eftablifiied 
the emprefs Catharine on the throne without any competition. Vacii- 
tanga, the GEORGIAN prince, who was driven from teflis, and re- 
ared to st, Petersburg, was now fent to ASTRACHAN. The Russian 
empr&fs»*being affronted at the little regard which the port fliewed to the 
reprefentations of her minifters, required of this prince to take up his 
refidence in that city, in the neighbourhood of his own country. This 
circumftance, joined to the inconflancy of the Georgians, alarmed the 

TURKS. 

Sultan deli, a nephew of the khan of the crim tartars, now 
headed a body of male- contents, and gathered new ftrength and courage, 
by a great number of Circassians and other tartars, whom he drew 
to his ftandard. The reputation of his arms, and the defire of plunder, 
had lately tempted them to make an expedition towards azoph, from 
whence they returned loaded with fpoils, before the khan had time to 
oppofe them. 

In the mean time, things continued in fome confufion on the weftern 
coafl: of the Caspian sea. Prince dolgoruki made no progrefs on the 

fide 
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fide of stiiRVAN : the LESGEES were mafters of great part of that pro- 1726. 
vince, and were interefted to oppofe the intended partition i fo that the 
RUSSIAN and Turkish deputies had no opportunity to execute their com- 
miliion. Towards the fouth, the Arabs, naturally fierce and impatient 
of any foreign yoke, would not fubmit without the utmoft reludlancy. 

The title of cor a ish, which ash reef allumed, joined to the defire of 
novelty, might engage them in that prince's party; and with fuch affift- 
ance he might eafily become mailer of Mecca -and Medina, and caufe 
himfelf to be proclaimed head of the mahommedans The troubles, 
which had lately broke out in Egypt, were not intirely pacified. The 
court endeavoured to infinuate for fome time, that ashreff had em- 
braced the religion of the Persians ; but this artifice was eafily feen 
tlii o’ by the people. A war, undertaken againfi; a nation of the fame 
liiith, was conlidcred as odious and unlawful; and the moll zealous at- 
tributed the lofs of the battle to the divine juftice, which had confounded 
the temerity of thofe Vvdio oppofed the propagation of the faith, by de- 
claring againfi the deftroyers of the monarchy of the sen i as. 

Under fuch circumftances, a perfon of lefs efteem than achmed basha, 
might have bad the difiifter imputed to his mifconduifi, and, according to 
the ufual policy of eafiern countries, under this pretence been iliccd 
to the public refentment. But this general was the fon of a man, whole 
head the port had demanded leveral times to no purpofe ; and they were 
now to behave towards him with deference, that he might not declare 
in favour of ashreff, by which means he might aiTurnc an independent 
fovereignty in this province. 

The republic of Venice had not forgot her rights to the morea, nor 
the emperor of the romans his to Bosnia ; this prince, already dilTatis- 
fied with the algerines, who had taken one of the lliips belonging to 
the EAST INDIA company of ostknd, was not only in peace with all 
EUROPE, but alfo clofcly conncified with the Russians. 

With regard to shah tvehmas, they did not treat him with luch 
contempt, as to ncgledt demanding of him the ceffion of the provinces 

I i 2 they 


® Imaw, 



THE REIGN OF 


Fart y iH. 


25? 

1726. they conquered j ^yet all the abilities of mustapa effenoi, could 
not prevail on him to agree to the conditions propofed. So that the 
TURKS, tho’ mafters of great armies, and flrongly inclined to reduce 
PERSIA to their obedience, favv thcmfelves in danger of being forced to 
. relinquifli this favourite obje( 5 t. 

The grand fignior, fenfibly difgufted at his late difgrace, opened his 
treafures, and employed all his minilfers in making difpofitions for the 
next campaign. They embarked twelve thouland men at alexan- 
DRETTA. Six thoufand men of eydin received orders to join them, as 
alfo a body of troops drawn from the il.inding forces of kgypt : and 
; concluding there was better rcafoji to depend on chridian fubjeds, wlio 
could not be worked upon by the artful infinuations of ashreff, they 
ordered the basha of nissa, with twenty thoufand Albanians, and 
the BASHA of BOSNIA, with ten thouland Bosnians, to take the fame 
: /i rout towards Persia, The beginning of April this year, ten men of 
■ war were aifo fent to salonica for freili reinforcements. 

, Thefe yiowerful fuccours were fent to achmed kasha. The winter 
liad pnllcd without any adion w'orth notice, except that of savi .mus- 
^TAFA, wlu) marched out of ganja, of whicii town he was governor, 
and (JtfpM'fed the Armenians in the neighbourhood of sham.\kie, 
Thefe people, laying hold of the prefent circuindances, formed them- 
feives into a kind of republic, which, as we have mentioned, dillin- 
guiflied itfeif by the total defeat of a body of hx thoufand men, whom 
ABDALLAH BASHA had fent againd them the preceding fummer. It was 
not long before they had their revenge alfo of the governor of canja. 
It was their cudom to alTembie in great numbers during Bader, in a plain 
in that neighbourhood. Having received iMtiligence that the Turks, 
who could not purfue them intodlicir moini^iiris, had formed a deiign 
to furprize them on this occadon, they took their meafurcs, and not only 
defended themfelves, but alfo drew the Turks into their defiles, where 
they obtained an eafy victory over them. 

Ashreff faw that the otto.man court meditated his ruin ; and tho’ 
he had kept the field, and obtained a victory in the lad campaign, he 

had 
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had hardly any other fupport thitn his own abilities to maintain himfelf 
upon the throne. His great point was to increale his reputation for piety 
and religion. With this defigu he obliged his minifters and principal otll- 
cers to give him an exact account of their condudt .apd adminiftration : at 
the fame time, to deinonftrate how much he meant to govern as a jull 
prince, he fent to all his governors and great officers, a detail of his mili- 
tary operations, and of the manner in which he liad governed fince Ihs 
acceffion to the throne. 


This picxe of policy w^as lefs ncceffiuy than he imagined. The vaH: 


preparations, 

tlicmfelvcs. 


which leemed to threaten his utter dcftruction, vanithed of 
Tlie new railed troops in TunKKV, who liad been deceived 


with regard to the place to whieli tlicy were at firll: ordered to march, ob- 
flinately refufed to pal’s t])e frontiers of the empire. Tiic defcrtlon was lo 
much the greater, as the apprehenfion of a general infurredlioa fccurcd 
them from puniffiment. The people and the foldiers murmured alike 
againfl a %var, wliich tlieir honcll, tho’ fuperllitious, prejudices, tautfht 
them to look upon as unjull: and impious. 


The port, alarmed at an oppofition which defeated her proied'S, did 
not liefitate long upon ^vhat mealures to take. Slic difpatchcd j->rders to 
ilic sr.RAsretE R, ACHMCD BASUA, to enter as foon as poffible into a ne- 
gotiation, and to conclude a peace with ashreff on the moll lionourahle 
conditions he could obtain. 


How preffing foever thefe orders were, ActiMr.n was in no hurry to 
comply with them. This general having received frelli fuccours from 
the KouuDs and ARABS, had formed an army of 60,000 men j with 
thefe he hoped to repair 1^ lofs in the laid campaign, the difgracc of 
which could not be imput 0 to him. The temper of tiiis general was too 
well known by the Turkish minillers, to depend on an abfolute compli- 
ance on his lide. Therefore they lent richidi effendi, a man of abili- 
ties and experience in buHnefs; he arrived in September at the army, 
which had already entered the plain of hamadan. Achmed basha had 
at Icaft the fatisfadion of treating at the head of a numerous body of forces. 
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l^ 2 ^. The APOHAN army was not far off, when the basha fent to zoula, 
prime-minifter and general of ashreff’s troops, that now was tlte time 
to decide their quarrel j therefore he had only to accept of the conditions 
which he was commiffionecl tr/ propofe to him, or he muff prepare for 
battle ; when he hoped to iliew what an ottoman general, at the head 
of a faithful army, was capable of performing. 

This blunt manner of opening the conferences, contributed to haften 
the conciufion of a peace, now become equally acceptable to both parties. 
The negotiation being referred to men of abilities and moderation, to- 
wards the beginning of October a tx'eaty of peace was at length ligned 
in the camp of hamadan. 

The articles were as follows: 

I. The grand fignior fliall be acknowledged head of the muffulmen, 
and the true lucceffor of the Caliphs. 

II. In this quality, the public prayer p fliall be made in his name 
* throughout all Persia. 

III. The provinces, cities, and towns, which he poffcffes in Persia, 
fliaU be ceded to him in perpetuity. 

IV. He fhall re-enter into poffeflion of chusistan, retaken from him 
during the war. 

V. He fhall take poffeffion, and hold in like manner, the cities of 
ZENGAN, sultanie, ebher, t^-hiran, and their depciidancics. 

VI. The artillery, arms, and flandards, taken from the ottoman ’ 
army in 1726, fliall be reftored. 

VII. Ashreff fhall be acknowledged by the grand fignior as lawful 
fovereign of the kingdom of Persia. 

yill. He fliall be named as fuch after the grand fignior in the public 
prayers, and fliall coin money in his own name. 

IX. He 
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IX. He £hall appoint an emir hahdgee to coridiKa the PERSi’AN ca- 1727* 
ravan, which goes every year in pilgrimage to Mecca This ca- 
ravan fliall, according to cuftom, take the road of bagdat ; and 
the governor of that city fliall not have a prAver, as formerly, to 
appoint a chief over it j nor fliall it be fubjeft to the authority of 
any of the grand fignior’s officers. 

The treaty being ratified on both fides, the peace was proclaimed by 
circular letters through the ottoman empire i and the grand fignior, 
by a folemn embafly, acknowledged asiireff as the lawful fovereign of 

PERSIA. 

This cuftom, as I have obferved, had been difcontinued by the per si an Sj though the suwni$ 
make a point of it. 


The END of the third volume. 
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To the RIGHT HONOURABLE 

JOHN EARL of HYNDFORD, 

VilcOUnt INGLES BURY, aild GRANGE, 
Lord CARMICHAELL of CARMICHAELL, 

Knight of the moft ancient order of the thistle, one of the 
lords of his majesty’s bed-chamber, lord-lieutenant, and 
principal flierift' of the county of Lanark, one of Jiis 
majesty’s moft honourable privy-council, and one of the, 
lords of the police in Scotland. 

My Lord, 

T he protection I received under your lordship’s mL 
niftry at the Russian court, authoriles this tcftiniony 
©f my gratitude. The countenance of perfons in your lord- 

ship’s 


) 
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ship’s high ftatiori, is a circumftance which ought to ailbrd. 
pleailire in the r^flecUon ; particularly when providence has 
proliiered our labours abroad, iaiid enabled us to return to 
our native country, there to live under the happy govern- 
ment of that good prince, whom your LORnsHty^^^fo 
diily reprelented^ , 

tills work gives an account of fome points 
of rnoment to the commerce of this nation, which fell 
within the compals of your lordship’s minifby. 1 was a 
witnefs then, and ftill have the hitisfa<5lion to remember, with 
what zeal and attention your lordship endeavoured to fup- 
port the trade of this nation over the Caspian sea. 

T'his volume which I have now the honour to prefent to 
your LORDSHIP, is the refiilt of my enquiries in Persia. It 
contains tlie hiftory of great military atchievments, and events 
tiiat leem to have excited the attention of the w^hole world : 
indeed the memory of them, will, to all appearance, be pre- 
Icrvcd to the lateft pofterity. I am entirely fenfiblc that 
how glorious foever fuch atchievments may appear to vulgar 
apprelicniions, there can be nothing truly great, that is not 
conhftent with the laws of God, and the happiiiels of ibciety. 
The purfuits in whicli your i.ordship has been engaged, and 
the important negotiations you have condiafled, were calcu- 
lated to promote and prote6: liberty ; not to cnllave or op- 
preis mankind. Theic my lord have been the obje<£l: of 
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your care : in thefe you have been loiig exercifed with ^^reat 
honour and fuccefs ; and by thefe you have gained the affec- 
tion of foreign princes, as well as of our own Ibvereign. 

Politenels joined with dignity, a juft difcernmcnt with an 
eafy addrefs, and a facility of exprefling the nobieft fenti- 
ments in the moft beconiing, language, arc endowments uni- 
verfally allowed to your lordship : fuch quaUties havejuftiy 
recommended you to tlie eftceni of that prince, who makes 
the welfare of his. fiibjecfts the great end of his government. 
May your LORDSHIP long enjoy, under his happy reign, all 
tlie pleafures and advantages which are due to your diftin- 
guifhed merit. I am, with great refpedt. 

My lord. 

Your lordship’s 


•London, 
January, 1753. 


moft obedient 

humble lervant. 


Jonas Hanway. 
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The birth and life 

of NADIR 

KOULI, from 

1687, till his putting Tm\i- 


MAS SHAH in poffeflion of mesch ti:D in 1727. 

Chap. I* ^ HE name of the Persian^ ufurper^ kis births captivity^ robberies^ 
M and employment in the fervice of a beg, ^whom he murd^ms ; he ? 7 uir- 
ries the daughter of the deceafed^, and‘>retires into the mountains : his cngagemeiti in 
the fervicc of the governor of Ki-ioKASATSi \ he conrmands an expedition againji the 
ousBEGs, acquires great ho?iouf\ and is afterwards difgraced. ^ 

II. N/mfR retires to anel is well received, by his uncle. From thence he 

treats into the mountains^ where he forms a Jirong pcirty\ and robs for fev era I years. 

dike AFGHANS ISFAHAN. Sef O DIN BEG defer tS SHAH T^EHMAS. Na- 

dir’s uncle obtains a pardon for his nephezv of the ah. Nadir’s treacherous 
conduct in fci%ing k/elat. He beats a Jirong party of //k Afgh ans', lakes ni- 
CHABUR, and reinforces bis army with 1000 men. 8 

III. Nadir kottm hears of the diflrejs of shah ivehmas at faraead, defres his 
/pardon^ and obtains it. lie joins his forces with thefe wider the command cj f atky 

A 1. 1 KHAN\ ■■whom he afterwards kills, and acquires the Jole command of the army. 
He conduits shah t^ehmas to njchabur, and from thence to mesched, Shah 
T^HMAs’s devotion in that city. 14- 

PART II. 

From the recovery of the whole province of khorasan in 1728, to the 

cxpuhion of SULTAN ASHRLIF out of ISFAHAN JH 1729- 

IV. Tajhmas kouli khan reduces khorasan and herat. He returns in triumph 

/S' MEscHE7?j wnth the head of the governor of uek at . Shah ta-hmas fencis an 
VoL. IV. • b embaffa- 

^ Viz. FATEV Alii KHAN KHAJAR. 
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au: 

emhajfador t 6 the ottoman court, ^he Turks fend sulimam effendi into Per- 
sia. Ashreff <i^r( 7 jyjr SAiiD ACHMED v..\K An governor of KHERMAN, and pre- 
pares to attack AS SHAH. Ashreff marches to damgOon, and is defeated), 

he retreats to isfah.an, and encamps his troops at mourtchakhor. page 2 1 

Chap. V. T^.hmas kouli khan engages the shah to remain at 'vtwi'S.An, The 
battle of tAov.^'vcn Kv..novt.. Ashreff murders shah hussein, and fiys from 
ISFAHAN. I'he city taken by the Persian army. The Persians revenge themfelves 
on the AFGHANS. Shah t^phimas enters Isfahan, and gives his general tsi^h- 
mas kouli khan, the power of raifing money. 30 

PART m. 

From the total defeat of the Afghans in Januaiy 1730, till taehmas 
KOULI KHAN is chofcn king in March 1736. 

VI. Ashreff a'/ shirass. T/T-hm as kouli kh an and defeats the 

AFGHANS the i ^th of ''January 1730. Flight, dijlrefs, and death of ashreff. 
Ta:hmas kouli khan marches againji the turks, and takes h amad.'.n and 
'YAVV.1^ •, he makes a truce, returns to HV.K AT, reduces that province, and marches 
into khorasan. The shah marches to erivan, obtains feme advantages over the 
TURKS, and is afterwards defeated near the aras, and again at ham a dan. 37 

yil. An (Jtcount of the revolution in turkey. Jaa’ grand vizir and fevernl other 
great ojfcers put to death. AchmedIII, dethroned. Mahgmmi- o advanced to the 
government. The extraordinary adventures of patron a kalii., chief cf the re- 
bels. 44 

VIII. Achmed baska of B ago AT, negotiates a peace with the Persians in January 

1732. T.ciiHMAS KOULI KHAN augments his army in khorasan. lie difap- 
provt’s of the peace with the turks, and enters into intrigues with his officers. He 
makes his fon governor of khorasan-, arrives at Isfahan in Augufi 1732, and 
endeavours to vindicate his cctndudt to the shah. 63 

IX. Kouli khan ylvioi’i shah TyT.H mas. The infant a'ras eleblcd king. Intrigues 
of KOULI KHAN. Tyfhmas shah fcmoved to sebsawar. The two fans of 
KOULI KHAN nominated to the principal governments. His manifefio difdaiming the 
peace with the turks. Topal osman bash A appointed ferajkier of the Turkish 

T^ovi.i khkh marches to zacm at. ^9 

Chap. 



CONTENTS. 


Ghap. X. Defcription of bacdat. 7 his city is hefteged. ^be conduct of koult 
khan, ^he vigilance of achmed basha. Stratagem of so^AL OSiAkn. Ti/e 
PERSIAN army defeated with great Jlaughter. Letter of achmed basha to the 
GRAND siGNiOR. Great rejoicings at the ottoman court for the viUory over the 
PERSIANS. Topal OSMAN fcnds his army into quarters. page yS 

XI. Taehmajs KouLi KHArs prepares for another atlion : his Jiratagem. Topal 

o^UAin obliged to continue in his command. Pool a k basha abandons the poji of 
1 AKAjAK. Topal osman collctts bis forces., and meets Persians. Battle of 
LEILA M the 22d of Otlohcr. Second battle of leilam. Topal osman killed^ 
and the TtTRKi,sH army routed. Abdallah kouprom, basha of Cairo appoint- 
ed generalijfmc. 93 

XII. The education, and tnojl remarkable incidents of the life of topal osman 

B ASHA ; ‘ivith a particular account of his gratitude and great gcrmofty to his bene- 
nefattor, vaho ranfnned him in his youth front favery. ioq 

XIII. T/Rhmas kouli khan acquaints the Russian court of his fuccefs. Ach- 
med basha prepares to Jland another Jiege. Mamommed khan balouche 
declares for T/asHMAS shah at shir ass; is defeated by kouli khan, and 
hangs himfdf. Ihe Turks prepare to take, the field. Kouli khan marches into 
cu.OKGi A the beginning of 1734, and takes teflis. Defcription of that ccuntty. 
Selim basha retires out of ci-Oixci a. Kouli kha^x takes gan ja and sha- 

Jt 
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XIV. I'hc defirc a peace. Kour.i khan fends an embafador to the Kv^siAti 

court. Abdallah kouproli gives battle to kouli khan in the valley of aixpa- 
kavi, and is Jlain, together x^itb 30,000 turks. Abdallah basha retreats 
/(j CARS. Cara .achmed appoitited feraskier of the ru KKtm army. E!rivan 
taken. The turks declare ivar againjt the Russians. Kouli khan’s condubf 
toveards that nation. 1 1 6 

PART IV. 

From the elediug of t.«hmas kouli khan king of Persia in 17^6, 
till his return from his memorable expedition into india in 1740. 

XV. The young shah abas dies. The Russians evacuate derbend, and yield up 

their cofuquejis in T/jiiiM as kouli khan declared kirjg. Conditions cf 
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-accenting the diadm, 'The mullah bash i to death. Nadir r<?i«ur 
atfd fcizes the lands of the church. Edidl concerning the feSi of the sunn is and 
SCI) IAS. p^S® *23 

XVI. Nadir shah marches to CASSuti., and fends an embajfador to rvviKV.Y. The 

craHd signior’s orders to achmed bash a concerning peace. All the conquer- 
ed provinces yeilded tip /<? PERSIA- Nadir shah marches to Isfahan- Great 
preparations for an erepedition againjl kandahar. i 3 i 

XVII. A fuccinbi account of the incurfion of the maharrattas, and the enmity he- 
tween nizam al muluck governor of deccan, ami devran khan, the firft 
minijter of mahommed shah, emperor of hindostan, with the general jlate of 
his court from 1720 to 1736, preparatory to the expedition of nadir shah into 

INDIA. 138 

xvm. Refletiions on the different char abters of alv.xavijjek the great and nadir 
SHAH. Aloral confidercilions on falfe gloiy. Motives to Alexander nadir’s 
invading India. Nadir leaves Isfahan in December 1736. Conduil cf thes- 

SEIN KHAN^^e;W«Or of KANDAHAR, and of the AFGHANS. RiZA KOU'.t MYR- 

2 A fitbdiies the ocsbegs of balkh and eockhara. Ibis indifcnct condiitt in Per- 
sia. Ixm AX lords correfpond with •tiAYi'iK. i.|3 

XJX. The^netvs of the taking cabui. arrives at dehlie. Menfurcstakentoop- 
pofethevrKsxAxarmy. Jcaloufy between xrzAM al meluck uw/ devran khan. 
Naehr fends an emhaffy and writes to mahommed shah. The diffunhy which 
nadir enecunters in going frem cabdl to the hanks if the indus. Feishor 
taken. Zechariah governor cf lav.o?., ncqiia.hits the court of his fuua- 

lien. The ixoXAX army marches to v^Aikxa.l. 15 > 

.XX. Nadir’s pomp when be entered the \xmAX territories. His manner cf paffaig 
rivers. Short account of the indus. Nadir paffes this river. Jeminabad 
and LAHOK taken. IR A\n% arrives on the plains of karnal. 160 
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1687, 





Till his putting T^HMAS SHAH 
IN POSSESSION OF MESCHED IN 1727. 


C H A P. I. 

^hc name of the Persian ufurper, bis births captivity^ robberies^ and 
employment in the fervice of a beg, 'whom he murders he marries the 
daughter of the deceafed, and retires into the mountains : his engage-^ 
merit in the fervice of the governor of khorasan : he commands an ex- 
pedition againfi the ousbegs, acquires great honour^ and is afterwards 
difgraced. 


Sovereign of the univerfe, who fixes the periods of empires, 
B and reftrains the wiki ambition of princes, had now prepared 
JL. an inflrument of his vengeance to chaftife the Afghans, whofe 
cruelties had filled Persia with blood. Their triumphs drew near an 
end : the hour approached, in which the Persians were to take ample £a- 
tisfadfion for all the ravages committed by thofc ufurpers, from the death 
VoL. IV. A of 



2 THE HISTORY OF Part J. 

1727* of GURGHiN KHAN % to thcir iftvafion of Persia *■, and for all tlic dread- 
ful calamities they had occafioned during that period 

About this time Appeared, with a more diftinguifhcd eclat, nadir 
KOULi, the hiftory of whofe life and adlions will ever feem wonderful, 
becaufe they are really fo, and not the fidlions of romance, or the flat- 
tery of panegyrifts : charaders like his, will excite the curiofity, and 
command the attention of pofterity, fo long as the lives of great men, 
and accounts of great adions, continue the objed of hiftorical enquiry. 
We fhall here find a man, whofe birth and beginning were fo obfeure, 
as with difficulty to be traced out ; concluding to an ifllie, with amazing 
refolution and Ileadinefs, opportunities he had worked out for hirnfelf j 
planning with deliberation and forefight, the fabrick of his future fortune j 
and carrying his defigns into execution, with an unwearied application, 
till, like other mighty conejuerors before him, he-became terrible to asi a, 
and the undoubted arbiter of the eaft. He changed his name, as hc^ 
changed the fituations of his fortune, which has occalloned feme per- 
• pkxity: his real name was nadir koul, or nadir kouli Nadir, 
both in the Turkish and Persian languages, fignifies wonderful ^ v/hicli 
epithet is uied by the mahommedans to defign the particular attribute 
of the deity, as we ordinarily fay the Almighty ; tho’ the ufe and ciiftorn 
of PERSIA gives it to people of the lowefl rank of life. When shah 
T/EHMAS made him a khan', as we ffiall have occafion to relate, he ho- 
noured him with the addition of his own name j and this laft is one of 
the hlghefl: dignities that can be beflowed by the monarchs of Persia. 
He was then taehmas kouli khan^; and tho' koul fignifies a flavc, 
in this fenfe it is the highefl; badge of honour in the eaft. Afterwards, 
when he became the fovereign of Persia, he reaffiimed his name nadir, 
with the addition of shah ® j tho’ as he muft be ever confidered as an 
ufurper, the name by which he has been moft known, and probably 

will 

* In 1709. * In ) 72a. * Till 1727. Koul, in Turkish, is 3 Have; and 

NADIR KOULI, fignifies the flave of the wonderful: for the idiern of the language fixes the genitive 
on the antecedent noun, fo that inftead of nadiri koul, they fay nadir koVli- * Noble 

or chieftain, ^ Which fignifies the lord, who ij a flave of mas. * Napik lUAit, 
«* HADIS, the king. 
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will continue to be known, to poftcrity in Europe, is TJEHMAs^»K0ULt 

KHA^r. 

Though authors feem at length agreed about his original name, their 
accounts differ in fome particulars with regard to his bird), his irimily, and 
iirfl; appearance in life. As to hitnfcif, he fomctlmes boafted of the mean- 
nefs of his extradlion j at others, policy or caprice Induced him to claim 
a relation to csingtiiz khan, the great' turkuman conqueror, and alfo to 
TAMERLANE. I have iiot yet feen any account fo fatisfadfory and confident, 
as what I received in Persi a y and 1 am the more inclined to acquiefee in 
it, becaufe, tho’ there are very few reports of things, in.which the Persi ans 
agree \ yet in the circurnftanccs I am now about to, relate, people of the 
mod underdanding, and of the bed: intelligence, unanimouily concurred. 

According to thefe accounts, nadir was born in the year 1687, at a 
I’illage, or more probably in a tent, a few days journey ^ to the fouth-cad 
of MESctiED, not far from KiELAT *. He was defeended from the af- 
siiARs, who are a tribe of tartars, and fubjedls of Persia: they live 
for the mod part by hufbandry, and fupply the Persians with horfes 
and cattle. The name of nadir’s father was imam ko’uli, whofe fitua* 
tion of life was fuch, that he earned his bread by making ‘caps and dieep- 
Jkin coats, which is the apparel of the lowed of the commoif people in 
PERSIA. Nadir hirnfclf was bred up to no other employment than that 
of a fhepherd, and being only thii'tccn years of age when imam kouli 
died, he was left in fo poor a condition, that he was obliged to gather 
dicks in the woods, for the fupport of hirnfclf and his mother, and carry 
them to market on an afs and a camel", which were his only patrimony. 

It 

*• This orthography feems niofl agreeable to the Persian pronunciation: but this, as well as 
other ORIENTAL words, are vaiioully wrote by different authors, as t am a?, t ah mas, kc, 

^ Whether it has been from this caufc, or that few people have travclleti in Persia, I find the fc- 
vcr^l accounts which have been written of kdi: li khan, are, tor the mv)il part, very erro- 

neous ; fo that in the profecation of this work, I Ihull chiifc rather not to fay all that I h;u e Iicard, than 
to advance any thing, of the trutli of which I am in the Joall diflident. ^ A day’s journey is 

commonly reckoned 24 miles. * I do not find this place in the maps ; but I fhall have frequent 

occafion to mention it as a drong hold, and the repofuory of the treafure taken from the mochols* 

^ Jn proof of this I was told an anecdote, pretty remarkable, and much to bis honour. After hir 
was exalted to the throne a:;d lovereiguiy of Persia^ a peribn named saioar, who had been his 

A 2 companion 


1687. 
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THE HISTORY OF 


Part I* 


■ It is recorded of him, that when he was returning in triumph from 

his conqueit of India, he happened to pafs near the place of his nativity,* 
where lie made a fet I'psech to his chief captains, in which he related in 
what manner he had pafled the early part of his lifej and, in particular, 
mentioned the feeding hi;, father’s camel, concluding to this eflfedt : “You 
“ now fee, to what a height it has pleafed the Almighty to exalt mej 
from hence learn not to defpife men of low eftate.” 

I704. About the year 1704, when he was 17 or 18 years of age, the ousbeg 
TARTARS made an irruption into khorasan, where they put many of 
the inhabitants to the fword, and carried others into flavery } among the 
laft were nadir kouli and his mother: flie died in captivity, but he 
1708. made his efcape in 1708, and returned to khorasan. From this time 
we hear no more of him, till with fomc of his companions he robbed a 
flock of fheep"i the money which this produced, enabled him to retire 
into the mountains : however, we do not find that he continued the pro- 
3712. feffion of ^ robber for any length of time, but entered into the fcrvice of 
a .BEG, by whom he was employed as a courier. He was 'ojice charged 
with difpatches of importance to the Persian court at Isfahan, and 
lent in company with another courier, as is frequently praitifed in Per- 
sia. Wli^ethcr nadir was ambitious of being the foie panier of thefe 
difpatches ■, or whether his fellow-courier did not travel fall enough ; or 
for fomc other fecret reafon, he killed him. After his arrival at Isfa- 
han, he told his flory lb well, that he procured admittance to the 

miniflers 

companion and fellow-labourer in ranging the woods, created a khan, and granted the priviitgc 
of wearing the black heron’s feathers on the kft hde: this is one of the hig'bcll marks of favour ii* 
^•tRsiA, for their kings wear thefe plumes upon the right, as a badge of liicir foveie'ign:y, i'iiis 
man died at K i sl a r, on an embaUy to rvssi a. Nadir, upon conkiring thofc horours upon him, 
fpokc theft: words, Do not grow proad, but remember the afs, and the picking of dicks.” AikI 
io late as bkg, a yurbafhi or captain, declared, that kadiu kouh, having fonneviy 

borrowed o‘ him 50 batmans of wheat, which is about the value of tinity {liiliingsi of cur money, 
he had often importuned bcjtth nadir kooli and his brotiicr, who was aherwardr. hjrahim rman, 
lor payrnctit of u; and that at length they did repay him thirty liaimans of the hiVy V/hat is fhU 
more remarkable, and more convincing of tlie truth j after he alcendcd rhe* throne of re 11 si a, iic 
took notice of this incident in a public manner, and reproached kflkk bco for hi.s uniriCrcifuI im« 
portunity, but did not pay the ballance of this debt of porerty, nor take any further notice of the man. 

Not of ins fathexN, as fomc waiters mention, for he was already dead ; nor do we find (thb’ hb 
cticlc might be in better circuxnftanccsi that bis father was ever inadcf of a flock of iheep* 
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ininifters of s>hah sultan hussejn, to whom he affigned fuch pkufible 171 , 7 , 
rcafoij^; for his conduit on the road, that he was not only acquitted, but 
received, prefents, and was fent back with anfwers to the letters he had 
brought. His mafter, however, received him with’foch a countenance, 
as gave reafon to forpeO: that he meditated his deftruftion. Nadir per- 
ceiving this, refolved to kill his mader j to which he was the more in- 
duced, from a violent paffion he had.copnccived for bis daughter, whom 
he had demanded in marriage, but was refufed. After the murder was 
perpetrated, he took the lady away, and retired into the mountains. One 
etfeit of this enterprize was the birth of riza kouli myrza, whofe 
genius and difppfition had fo great a refemblance with his father’s. This 
tlefperate action having acquired him a reputation for courage, fpme of 
the domeftics of his late mafter, the beg, joined him, and they became 
robbers ; in tins ftation they continued for fome time, as favourable op- 
portunities occurred. Nadir at length offered bis fcrvicc to babulu khan 
governor of khorasan by whom he was accepted in the capacity of a 
gentleman uflier p. 

It may feem ftrange, that a chief of a gang of free-boeters, fliould be re- 
ceived into the family of a governor of a province, and have an honourable 
cfHce beftowed on him. But this will not appear fuch a matter of furprize, 
if we co/ifider the great extent of country, and that nadir’s robberies were 
for the moft part in mazanderan, which is three or four hundred miles 
diflant from mesched; add to this, that a man of perfonal flrength and 
bravery generally meets with a favourable reception in Persia, without be- 
ing much queftioned concerning his manner of life. Befides, the revolt of 
MIR VAIS had alarmed the eadern provinces, as it gave occafion for the 
TARTARS to make frequent inroads ; fo that men of a promifing figure, 

or 

* He ha<! alfo the Prle of bkclfr beo, or Toni of lonls. Thcfe I havt' hiidi occafion to ex"- 
j'laln ; rlicre are not above three or four m the empire ; of whom one is always fixed in khora- 
san . this province has been gent rally confsdered -as a and the govtnixr.ent given ro the 

king’s Ton, or ncai'elt relation: ibmc ages are pa'd lince a wall w.i:: built along thks frontier, to pie* 
vent the iTiCurfion of the f a rt a rs, of which there are ilill fome remams ; but s h a h a r. a s tlie c x h a r 
removed feveral thoufand fatnrlics from other provinces* and brought them hither, alledging that a wall 
of flefh was t)ie moll efiefluid barrier agairal an enemy ; and naimr. after this example fixed federal 
families of jEW s and Christians, as well as m Ano'.iMVO ans, itt mesched, to fome of whoni 
he kiu money to trade^ to others lands were a£gn.ecl to cultivate* Esik agassi. 
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1714'. or remaVkable for their gallant behaviour, were fure of being acceptaWe; 
and thus wc may reconcile the conduct of the governor of khorasan. 

The PERSIANS are all fuppofed to be foldiers upon occafionj and it 
may be prefUmed, that nadir's reputation for courage and great perfonal 
ftrength, were recommendations more prevalent than virtue, or any polite 
accomplifliment. But without being bred at court, from the ftrength of 
his own genius and difeernment, he was a mafter of the arts of addrefs, 
and having a mind unreftrained by any moral centideration, he infinuated 
himfclf into the affedions of thofe, whom he afterwards made no fcruple 
to deftroy. He behaved fo well in this new fcrvice, tliat he won the 
heart of his mafter j and, under the fpecious pretence of defiring to pleafe, 
he concealed his ambition. The fatisfadion he cxprefled in his prefent 
filiation, induced his companions to believe, that to be faithful in the 
caule he efpoufed, was the virtue he afpired at molt j however, he af- 
feded a particular zeal for fome, whilft he flievved a coldncfs for others, 
as they feemed more or lefs inclined to pleafe him. 
jyij. The diftreffes'’ of Persia increafing, he had not been long in the fer- 
vicc of BABULU KHAN, before a command in the army was given him, 
in which he behaved with great intrepidity, in fevcral fkirmiflies w'ith 
the TARTARS of KHIEVA and BOKHARA, who frctjucntly made inroads on 
jyig. the frontiers of khorasan. ezadaleah being already mafler of He- 
rat, and the kourds in the weft making incurfions into irac acemi; 
thefe TARTARS who are generally called ousbec.s’, came tliis year in a 
body of above 10, coo men, and began to lay wafte the mofl fertile plains 
of KHORASAN, plundering the inhabitants, and carrying many thoulands 
into captivity. In this emergency babueu khan colleded all his forces, 
which did not exceed 6000 men, and of thefe part were infantry. His 
officers ffiewed a reludance to try their fortune with fo unequal a force, 
againfl a people of fuch known bravery as the tartars. Nadir kouli, 
how’cver, had different fentimeiits of the matter, and from his experience of 
the valour of the khan’s troops, he offered his fei vice to march at their 
head againfl thefe ravagers ; declaring at the fame time, that he would en- 

, 

^ St-'e Vol* III. page 62, 63, iffc, / Of indrpeutlant tartajiy. * Tlib ^word wc 

Lave mentioned to figuify (rcc and independant. 



Cfeapfl. NADIR SIIAif. ^ 

gag€ his JIfis «pon the event. Nadir’s military virtues were evidently fu- 17 19 
perior to thofe of the officers about the khan, though be was not then 
above 3 3 years of age. The khan was fo fenfible of, this, that he had al- 
ready given him the command of looo * ; and not having the leaft doubt of 
jhis :pdeliiy^ he accepted the offer, and conferred upon him the command of 
his troops, during the intended expedition, whilft himfelf remained in the 
cityv to keep good order, and prevent the inhabitants from following the 
example of thofe of herat, who had revolted three years before. Several 
of the officers refufed to adl; under tiiis new general, but their place was 
foon fupplied by others, whom nadir approved of. 

The ouSBEGS were already advanced to the banks of the river tedjen, 
within a few days march of :mescheo. Nadir having witli great appli- 
cation provided what was neceffary for the expedition, marched at the head 
of his troops in fearch of the enemy, who were pillaging at large j how- 
ever, the news of the approach of a Persian army brought them toge- 
ther, and they prepared for battle ; their numbers being almoft double to 
thofe under nadir’s command. We have no particular account of this , 
action, but in general terms, that the tartars, according to their ordi- 
nary cuflom, charged with great fury. Nadir having feledted a proper 
ground, and encouraged his men, flood the ffiockj and wherrthe tar- 
tars by their own jmpetuofity were in fome difordcr, the Persian troops 
made a general difeharge of their fire-arms, then filling on with their 
fabres and battle-axes, put them to flight, deflroying near 3000, and re- 
taking all their plunder and captives, which were very confidemble. 

Nadir, elated: with this his firfl viflory, returned in triumph to mes- 
CHED, where be , was received with great expreffions of joy. The fire 
of his ambition now began to blaze, nor could he fupprefs the conlciouf- 
nefs of his fervices, but demanded to be confirmed in his office of general, 
under the command of babulu khan t this governor aflured him that he 
would write to court ia his favour, and that nothing flibuld be wanting 

on 

• Commanders of lOco arc called mui bash is. As few readers can retain a remembrance of the 
c.vplanation of fbbs> an words, I lhall avoid them as much as poffible j but when they necefl'arily 
occur, 1 (hall occafionaUy mention their fignification, tho’ the fame words Ihould have been already 
explained in other parts of this work. 
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on his part, to reward his merit. Whether it was that BABUL u khan 
did not adt ingciuioufly and agreeable to his promire ; or that the weak 
adminiftration of shah sujltan hussein evaded the promotion of naoiR, 
is uncertain i he was however much incenfed at his difappoiiitment. 
What added to his refentinent, was to fee a perfon much younger than 
himfelf, and a relation of babulu khan, without either experience or 
abilities, placed in his command. Under thefe circnmftances, nadir 
demanded of the khan the reafons of fo unjuft a condud j and with a 
ferocity peculiar to him, made no fcruple to declare his opinion, that the 
KHAN had not aded as a man of honour. This infolent behaviour obli- 
ged the governor to alter his condudl ; fo that from the higheft com- 
mendations of nadir’s valour, he condemned him to be beaten, in the 
fevereft manner, on the foies of his feet What contributed to this dil- 
grace, was the envy of nadir’s abilities as a foldier, among feveral odi- 
cers of diftineftion in the Persian troops. It is eafy to imagine that a 
man of fo imperious a fpirit, could but ill brook fuch indignities j he 
therefore retired. from mescued to feek fome new adventure. 


• C H A P. IT. 

Nadir retires to k^elat, a7id is toell received by his uncle. From thence 
he retreats to the mountains^ where he forms a ftrang -party ^ and robs 
for feveral years. 1‘be Afghans take Isfahan. Sef o din beg 
deferts shah taehmas. Nadir’j uncle obtains a pardon for his nephexo 
0/ SHAH. NADiR’i trcocherous conduSl in feizhtg K/ELATi he beats 
a ftrong party of the Afghans, takes nichabur, and reinforces his 
army with 1000 men. 


N " ADIR being thus turned loofe into the world, applied his thoughts 
immediately how to retrieve his fortunes, and do himfelf that 
juftice, wliich he could not obtain of babulu khan. His uncle", a 

chief 

' This is common to perfoni of the higheft rank in PBRsiA. See V’ol. I. page 256. » It 

ptriiMps fccni Strange, that n auik’s father ftiould have been « cap-maker, and his tindc chief of 
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chief of one of the tribes of the afshars, commanded at kjelat, a 1719 
ilrong hold, about ten days journey from mesched : to him he applied, 
and complained of the hard treatment he had met with in the king’s 
fervice. His uncle entertained him for fome time, ‘till by his intrigues 
be began to difcover ambitious defigns j and nadir thus becoming an 
object of jealoufy, was obliged to retire. 

Nadir was now determined to fcek a fupport by the arts of violence, 
in which he was a thorough proficient ; experience having taught him, 
that he could not procure a fubfiftence in a manner fuitablc to his vaft 
defires, by any other means. It is probable, he had already planned a 
delign of getting pofleffion of k/ei.at j however, he retired, for the third 
time, into the mountains, wlicre he returned to his old trade of robbery. 

Maghmud having invaded Persia, and compelled the unfortunate 17R2 
HUSSEIN to yield up his capital, together with his diadem, the provinces 
were involved in great conlufion and diftrefs ; this afforded the better op- 
portunity to NADIR, to colledla body of men of defperate fortunes, many 
of whom had already I'crvcd under him as foldiers. x^ftcr robbing feveral 
carro ans, he foon acquired riches enough to bring together the number of 
feven or eigl it hundred men of approved refolutioii; and having fixed a 
rendezvous in the mountains, they made incurlions iiito khorasan, and 
the udjacent provinces, laying the country under fuch contributions as they 
pleafed to iaipole. 

The AiGKANs, though in poffcffion of Isfahan, were not fuffidently 
numerous to make a rapid conqueft of the whole empire} feveral pro- 
^■inces and cities in the heart of it, as well as the frontiers, refufed to fubmit } 
and thereby cut them out work for fome time. As to T.-EiiiiAs, the 
fourth foil of HUSSEIN”, who made' his efcape from Isfahan, and was 

now 

:i tribe, and governor oFk a:lat ; but uoi fo iTrangc as n adir's own fortune, Vvlien, and by what 
jneans> die uncle beca?ne chief of a tribe, I know nor; hut it is not fo dilHcuU to comprehend, how 
,Oiie brother may t‘e k. ...uV rirrumnanccs, and the oriLcr poor; whiUl wc Icc ft) many revedutionb in 
hunnin affid ' . • or. . r, and mai'.y menc in a si a* His firil Ion was sF.vrjr my 117. a, 

wdiom thf of si:a;£ HussriNi had once caafed to be conhned, iriua an i-pprcu'-iid oatt ' 

he had .on 'aa ii courage and iapuciiy to A.dcr tiiat infamous adiiuiiiilnuion. for w! a ’ a c 

diduNud'u..; ; and i: is pvchiined that this pruive was afterwards put to tkath by the afcu.- j.- 

VoL. IV. B 
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1722. now confidcrcd as the lawfol heir of the pf.rsian monarchy, he v/as 
rather a lugit'vve himlclf, than in a -.apacity of llipporting order and go- 
vernment in liroih pro'-jnees not yet fubjeiled to the Afghans; and was 

1724. riow content with an ohfeure life, in the province of mazandkran. In 
the interim, the turks feized upon the provinces in the well and fuuth 
weA; and the Russians conquered tlie wcAern coaft of the Caspian, in- 
cluding great part of ghilan. However, as foon as ta:hmas was infor- 
med that the king his father had abdicated his right to the fovereignty; 
he, in quality of fuccefibr, took the title of shah, by which name w^e 
fhall call him, tho’ he can hardly be faid to have been more than a no- 
minal king. 

1726. Whiift he was negotiating fecret treaties with the provinces that pro- 
feffed any fidelity to him, or fending cmbafiies to implore tlie afiiikmcc 
of the neighbouring ftates, nadir extended his lawlefs fovereignty in tlie 
eaftern frontiers, living on fpoil, and exadlng what he thought necclTary 
for the fupport of himftlf and his followers. 

172*7. About five years pafied under thefe circumflanccs ; when, at icngtlK 
ta;haias colledled a little army; but his fadier’s fortune Aiil puriV.ed him. 
One of his principal generals, sef o din beg, a chief of the bavots % 
having given fome ofi'cncc, and being appreiienfive of punilhmcnt, fled 
from T/EHMAs’s camp with the troops under his command, vvJiich v.?erc 
no lefs than 1500 men, and joined nadir kouli, who was then in the 
lame province of khorasan. Tlie union of their forces compofed a 
body of 2 or 3000 men, whicli the adjacent country was comptiled to 
fupport: this formidable body was within 30 leagues of kaj ^ at , fo that 
nadir’s uncle began to be much alarmed, leA his nephew fliould attempt 
to diflodge him from his Arong hold : in order, therefore, to fujiport a 
good underAanding,, he wrote to him in very oiiliging terms, intimating 
that he iiad now a fair opportunity of making his fortune, by engaging 
in the fervice of ids lawful fovereign shah t.f.hmas ; who, he was fure 
would pardon him, and all his followers. Nadir feemed to reliAi the 
propofil, and defired his uncle to procure the king’s pardon, which he 
• , would 

* Thefe arc the inhabitants ofoBSTBAVAP, a diilrid in kouhestan. 
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would gladly accept: accordingly the uncle reprefented the cafe .to the 1727. 
SHAH, who, tho’ he knew nadir to be a moft notorious oilender, yet as 
he was in great need of fo brave and experienced an officer, with fo con- 
fiderable a body of men, immediately figncd his pardon, and fent it to 

K.€LAT. 

The uncle no fooner received this writing, than he difpatched it to his 
nephew i upon the receipt of which, nadir kouli fet out for K.'fvLAT, 
in company with sef o din beg, under an efcort of 100 men of his befi 
troops. He had now a convenient opportunity of exercihng his genius 
in the art of treachery. His uncle received him with great kindncls, and 
entertained him and his followers as perfons to wlioni he had done a 
fignal icrvicc, and from whom confcqncntly iie apprehended no harm ; 
at the fune time he iliewcd them all the honour and regard due to per- 
of rank and condition. Nadir, on the other hand, had not forgot the 
indignities offered him five years before ; neither was he ignorant of the 
raotives of Ids uncle in procuring the pardon, nor of the king’s views in 
'.'■iantiiv^ it*, hut whatever moral conhderations ought to have influenced in's 
tonducf, his thiril of power filenced the didates of confciencc : io that he 


determined to embrace tire opportunity of an hofpita.ble reception, and the 
jovcioiis pretence of an obliged guefl, to make a lacrifice of his bene- 
f.K'tor, For this purpolc he had left orders that 500 more of his bell 
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1727. of an bneniy, or other reafons of convenience might render neceiliny, lie 
eftablidicd his head-quarters in this fortrefs. includes a con- 

fiderable fpot of ground, the natural fituation of which, with the affiftance 
of fome art, has rendered it alrnofl. iiiacceflible. He continued there for 
feveral months, levying contributions. The fuccefs of this enterprize was 
the more grateful to him, as tliis place was not far diftant from that of 
his birth : his poor relations and friends in the neighbourhood were re- 
lieved by his bounty, and the humanity with which he treated mod of 
tile inhabitants of the adjacent country, induced numbers to enlift them- 
felves in his troops ; fo that from tins time he in fome meafure appeared 
as an independent fovereign, efpecially as shah TyenMAs’s authority was 
not acknowledged at mesched, meluck maghmud, an aboollee chief, 
having got pofielTion of that city. 

Nadir being thus become formidable, carried his views beyond the 
plunder of defencelefs peafints ; he afpired at the delivery of his country 
from her foreign enemies, particularly the Afghans, who had lorded it 
over the Persians with the utmoft barbarity for five years: but altho’ 
• he appeared as a fovereign, he did not pretend to wage war againd tlic 
AFGHANS in any other name than that of shah t.-khmas. As he was 
confeious that the shah mud have greatly refented his killing his uncle, 
under presence of accepting the royal pardon, he refoived to do fume 
fignal adlion in behalf of the king, that might obliterate the remembrance 
of liis condud: at k.«.lat. 

With this view he prepared for an expedition againd the Afghans, 
who were maders of the neighbouring city nichabtjr’', where they had 
a garrifon of above 3000 men. Nadir’s forces exceeded this number, 
but being unaccudomed to fieges, and defirous of adion in the field, he 
determined to make ufe of a dratagem to draw the enemy out of their 
garrifon : the Afghans, who confidered nadir rather as a free-booter, 
than the general of a formidable body of forces, apprehended no great 
danger from his neighbourhood. Their troops, to the number of 600, 
were fecurely marauding, when nadir detached about that number 

..yA. 

T Nighabur, fometimes called iran, was formerly the capital of khorasan, till abas the 
«K£AT eftabliihed the tomb of iuam kovli riza at Mesj(:H£D. 
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of his cavalry, who attacked them unexpedledly, and cut them to pneces: 
upon this, the governor with his whole garrifon ifl'ued forth to fall upon 
the PERSIANS, who immediately retreated towards banrahad, a defile 
in the mountains, wJiich feparates the provinces of khorasan and astra- 
BAO i this was the rendezvous appointed. The Afghans purfued them 
for feveral leagues*, till they came to this defile: naoir, in the interim, 
marched with 1 500 of his men, and under the favour of a wood, which 
covers thefe mountains, he concealed his men at the entrance of the 
pafs. The Afghans, not ful'pcQing any other enemy to be near, fol- 
lowed the 600 men with an impatience of refenting the lofs they had juft 
fuftained at nichabur. As foon as they had well entered the defile, 
which is very narrow, the 600 Persians faced about, vvhilft nadir with 
his body of 1500 men, fell upon them in rear, with fuch impetuofity, 
that the aftonifhed Afghans incapable of afling with their cavalry, and 
fufpeiling themfelvcs furrounded by a great army, became an eafy prey, 
and few of them efcaped the flaughtcr. 

After dividing the fpoil taken upon this occafion, nadir returned 
to NICHABUR, the gates of which vvere opened to him: he took pof- 
reihon of it in the name of shah t^hmas, charging his troops not to 
injure any of the inhabitants, declaring that his intentions were to deliver 
them from the tyranny and ufurpation of tlie Afghans, and *to fupport 
them in their fidelity to their true iovercign ; as he knew that neceffity 
only had iiuluced them to fubmit to their late mafters. TJie effeds be- 
longing to the AFGHANS he divided among his foldiers > and the humanity 
with which he treated the inhabitants, was fo remarkable, that without 
forcing a Angle perfon to join him, he obtained a reinforcement of near 
1000 men. 

» The entrance of this defile is about eight or ten leagues diftance from nichabur. 
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G H A P. III. 

Nadiu kouli hears of the Jiflrefs of shah t.'F.HxMas at farabad ; dfftres 
his pardon., atid obtains it. He joins his Jorces 'with tbofc under the 
command of fatey ali khan, vihom he ajterwards kills, and acquires 
the foie command of the army. He condiiBs shah F-KHMas to nicha- 
BtTR, and from thence to mesched. Shah ta:hmas’^ devotion in that 
city. 


3727. 



THILST NADIR was preparing at nichabuu for new expeditions, 
he received intelligence thatsiiAu tavumas was reduced to great 
extremities. This prince had been pent up in mazanderan, as a kind 
of dependant on fatey ali khan khajar", who had during the 
troubles Liken polielTion of tliat province, wliicli being fortified by th.e 
mountains tliat furround it, tlie inliabitants refilled to fuhmit to the do- 
minion of the AFGHANS. Tahjmas in the mean while treated with the 
H'URKS and the Russians, but he was fo far from receiving fueconrs frcni 
cither, that they jiad divided great part of Ids dominions, as already men- 
tioned: he was therelore obliged to take up his quarters at fakaj;/, . u *, 
from whence, in cafe of danger to his perfon, he could embark on the Cas- 
pian SEA- Thefe circumllanccs were favourable to nadir, wlio made no 
doubt of procuring a full pardon for all Ids olFcnccs: this he had tlic more 
reafon toexpedt, as Ids ! afl addon againll tb.e afgiwvns had increared his 
military reputation, and made Ifim conlidcred, in fome meafure, as tiie in- 
flrumcnt of proviticncc for tlie delivery of his country. Having therefore 
caufvd his forces to advance to tlie confines of maz and lr-An,. he fent to 
accpiaint the shah of live affair at nichabur, and tliat himfeU and his 
troops were entirely at Ids majcfly’s fervice j adding, that he delired to 
Lave tlie honour of waiting upon tlie king, to whom he would give an 
account of the reafons of his condudt at the fortrefs of kail at, which 
he iicld at tlic king’s orders. Tlio’ tavHMAs had received impreliions 
much to the clifadvantage of NADIR, propokiis of this nature feemed to 

promiie 




Lldf KT'Ao Yai: n nfirivc: t whofc irhahirants, vs I ]:avc ex]^Iained in Wil. I. pfge 

, arc by the name ei :;i! a j ars. Thif k the place mcniioncd in VoL L 9. 
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promife Tome happy event, and were highly f:itisfa< 5 !:ory ; he therefore 1727. 
made anfvver, that nadir might come with all fecurity, and ihould be 
received as his faithful fervant. Accordingly nadir, having his troops at 
Ibme diflance, fet out with an efcort of 100 cavalry for farabad. 

P'atey ali khan khajar ' having, as already mentioned, taken pof- 
fellion of the province of MAZANDKRAN, as alfo of astrabad, headed a 
llrong party of khajars, who are a very warlike people. T.-ehmas 
fent a body of forces againft him, whom the khajars repulled; but 
upon the king’s taking a folemn oath to pardon them all, and that he 
would never, upon any conhderation, touch the life of fatey alt khan 
KHAJAR, but always treat him as a faithful fervant; tlie khan on his 
part fwore allegiance, and the khajars, who were naturally attached to 
the SEFFiK family, became the only fafe-gaard of the king : they even en- 
gaged, that as foon as a favourable opportunity fliould offer, they would 
recover mfsciifd out of the hands of the rebel mfluck maghmud. 

For this purpofc fatey Ar.i khan had recommended nadir to the 
king, as a very gallant officer, aiul one whole aliiflancc was much to he 
defired ; he tlKrelore received nadir with open arms, and ofFcred las 
lerviee to intrcduce him to his majefty. Nadir’s efcort made but a con- 
temptible figure, with regard to their apparel and accoutrements, their 
merit conlilling only in their flrcngth and valour. He law th.it the khan 
was treated with the rcfpcct of a fovereign prince, wh/ilil; r/EhA;As liad 
only the name of fuch ; and tlio’ he naturally conlidered his own merit 
as’much fuperior to that of the khan, yet, not to appear Jiis rival, he 
alTl'dfcd great humility, and would not even lit in the khan’s prefence 
without great importunity. 

Nadir being introduced to shah tfehmas, acknowledged the great 
obligations he was under to his majefly for th.e free p.naion which had 
been granted ifnn ; that however flrangc his conduct might appear, tlie 
deatii of liis uncle was f;> far from being a contempt of tlie royal clemency, 
that it ought to be couliilered as an expreffion of Ids gratituiic to the king ; 
for that the caflle of KAiLAT was now at his majedy’s command, wldch 

he 

This is the hithrr ofMAtiOMMED h ass an, by whom I was robbed in of whofe condiidi 

there is an ample account in Vol. L Page 301. 
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1727. he had very good reafon to helkve it would not have becis, had His 

remained in poffefljon of it. He then related the affair of nighabur, 

In which he made it evident, that he had given fiiGh a lliock to the 
power of the AFGHANS in thofe parts, that it would very much facilitate ,» 
the conqued: of her at ; and that he did not doubt but in a fhort time 
FATEY ALT KHAN khAJar and himfclf fhould rcftore the, kingdom'^'' 
to their majefties, the true defcendants of the seffies, whom thofe fa- 
'vage invaders the Afghans had fo highly injured. 

This difeoitrfe was uttered in fo refpedtful manner, mixed witli fo noble 
a boldtiefs, that the shah could not but exprefs his fatisfadion, and told 
him, he hoped the Jionr would come, when he Ihould be able to re- 
ward his fervices in a manner fuitable to his great merit. Nadir then 
obtained a pardon for sef o din beg and all his followers, telling his 
majefty, that tho’ he could not commend the appearance of his troops, 
he would anfvrer for their experience, valour, and fidelity to their true 
fovereign. 

* Matters being thus adjufted to the mutual fatisfadion of the shah and 
his new general NADIR, his troops, which now confided of 4 01 5000 
men, were ordered to enter the province of mazandkran, and to join 
thofe of Vatey ALi K^AN KHAJAR, To that the whole confiitiited an 
army of above Sooo men. Nadir made it his fiudy to cultivate a good 
correfpondence with tiie khan, and by his humble deportment infinuated 
himfelf fo much, that there feemed to be no jeafoufy entertained of liim ; 
whilft the fuperior genius which he demondrated, gave him an apparent 
afcendency in the edeem of the shah. 

In the interim nadir, whofe ambition could not bear an equal, much 
kfs a fuperior, had fecretly indigated his creatures to complain of the 
condud of the khan, with refped to the good order and payment of 
the troops, and the extravagant price of their .cloathing. He alfo watched 
"the KHAN very clofely, and finding the king had already received yim- 
predions to the difadvantage of this general, he took a favourable op- 
portunity of acquainting his majedy, that he had difeovered a treaGberous 
corrcfpondency between the KHANj and meluck maghmud the rebel- 
2 , governor 
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governor of MBSCHED } and that, under pretence of condudling the shah 
to the conquefl: of that city, as had been concerted, his intentions were to 
deliver him to meluck maghmud, on condition, thaj whilft the latter was 
to continue mailer of that city, together with the whole province, which 
their joint forces were to fubdue, the khan fliould remain in pofiefiion of 
the fouthern coaft of the Caspian fea ; and as a proof of what he advanced, 
he produced letters of the khan, which he pretended to have intercepted. 

It feemed improbable that the khan fhould really have held fuch a 
correfpondency, after having had t^hmas in his hands for foine time j 
nor is it believed, that any change of circumflances induced him to take 
fuch defperate meafures: however, it was not the fortune of tajuma*? 
to be much wdfer than his father hussein j and he gave the eafier 
credit to the report, as he recolledled that the khan had been in arms 
againft him not long before } and that nadir, who had given fuch re- 
peated proofs of his fidelity, could have no intereft in deceiving him, to 
the ruin of that very man, who had fo lately made a point of recom- 
mending him to his favour. Nadir affeiled a great concern, reprefent- 
ing to the shah, that his duty to his fovereign was prior to all other 
confiderations j and moreover, that it was impoflible his majefty could, 
with any confiftency, entertain hopes of recovering his dominiqns, whilft 
lie cheriflied a ferpent in his bofom, and trufted himfelf in the hands 
of men devoid of fidelity. 

TiEHMAS, at length, believing tlie faft, was much perplexed with 
regard to the oath he had taken, never to hurt, much lefs to touch the 
life of, fatey ali khan. To which nadir replied j If your ma- 

jefty has taken an oath, I have not;” and thus, by a tacit confent, 
the ruin of the khan wasrefolved. This general, not fafpe£ling fuch an 
intrigue againft his life, came to court as ufual; when nadir ordered a 
colonel who was one of his creatures, to take an opportunity of killing 
him: but ib great was the reputation of the khan, and his prefence fo 
•majeftiCj^;^that the colonel was fo much awed, that he put this bufinefs 

' on 

* This was the perfen whom I have mmaioned in Vol. 1 . page 303. 

' Vou IV. C 
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1727. on lMs'‘femnt. Nadir having thus executed this pretended fervice to his 
mafter, carried out the head on a fpear, and prefented it to the foldiers, de- 
claring the realbn of, the khan’s death, and that thofe who meant to be 
faithful to their fovereign, could not difapprove of the death of a traitor: that 
for his own part, he was refolved to facrifice all the confiderations of friend- 
fhip and private intereft, to the good of his country, and the reftoration of 
his majefty to his dominions. Thefe declarations, in fome meafurc, fatisfied 
thofe who were moft attached to the deccafed ; fome who aftedted to mur- 
mur, as if there had been foul play, and that the khan had been cut off 
through the intrigues of nadir and his creatures, were feized and confined. 

1728. Nadir having thus removed the bar to his ambition, as a reward for 
this fignal fervice was conftituted a khan % and had the command of the 
whole army given him : he now began to difplay all the talents of an able 
minifter and a great general, fo that tjehmas trufted entirely to his con- 
diidl. He was a mafter of the art of improving advantages, and knew 
that his fecurity, as well as the future advancement of his fortune, de- 

. pended on that army, of which he was now the chief. As on.; of his 
peculiar charaderiftics was a piercing knowledge of men j he foon re- 
folved which officers to difeharge, and whom to put in their place : he 
gained the* affed ions of the common foldiers by an unwearied attention to 
every circumftance that could tend to the promotion of their intereft, par- 
ticularly with regard to their being paid pundually, and buying their cloaths 
at an eafy price. His firft care was to engage his mafter to march his 
army into khorasan, where he allured him the inhabitants were ready 
to take up arms againft the common enemy. 

The proper meafures being taken to fecure the pafs of banrahad, the 
army marched towards nichabur, the king himfelf commanding in per- 
fon. T a:hm AS made his entrance there the 15th of May j on which occafion 
the inhabitants proclaimed their joy in the fincereft manner. Their wifties 
feemed to preliige his reftoration, which they were the more inclined to 
believe, from the pleafure they received in being the firft city that was re- 
lieved 

• This made him NADik. kouli khan, but wc do not firtd him called by that name, bccaufe he 
foon aicerwards was honoured with the uame of the shah, and was called Tycn.MAS koum khan. 
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litved from the yoke of the Afghans, at a time when they kail expe^ed 1728^ 
lb happy an event. It was an acceffioti to their joy, that this revolution 
was brought about by a perfon whom they had confidered only as a robber, 
and whofe power as liich they dreaded equally with that of the AroHANSi 
but who was now verifying the aflurances he had given them a few months 
'before, that he meant to reftore the Persian diadem to the true heir of 
shah sultan HUSSEIN. The Afghans in thofe parts, dilheartened by 
the great lot's they had fuif'ered in the affair of banrahad, and unable to 
recruit, retired from the neighbourhood of nichabur, without attempt- 
ing to fuccour their ally meluck maghmud, governor of mesched. 

Under thefe circumtlances, nadir found no difficulty fo augment the 
shah’s army } the anxious wiihes of the people, to lee themfelves free 
from the yoke of the Afghans, and their defire of eftablifliing their law- 
ful fovereigu, foon brought a llrong reinforcement, fo that this general 
was now at the head of near 18,000 men, a larger array than had for a 
long time appeared in thofe parts. 

Nadir was impatient under every unnecelfary delay, and prepared • 
immediately to march with all his forces againft the abdollees, who 
under the command of meluck maghihud, had taken polTeffion of mes- 
CHED : they no fooner heard of the defeat of the Afghans ih the defile 
of banrahad, and that shah t^emmas had entered khorasan with a 
numerous army, than they began to prepare for a defence. But mesched 
being a place of little or no llrength, and the inhabitants intirely aveiie 
to the rebel government, they retired from that city j fo that when n adir 
arrived there with his troops, the shah made a triumphant entrance, 
without effufion of blood. The citizens, delivered from oppreffion, re- 
ceived TAEHMAS with the higheft demonftrations of joy; and nadir, w'ho 
was perfonally known in that city, where babulu khan had fome years 
before treated him with great indignity, was now loaded with honours. 

The prefent fituation of TiflEHMAs's affairs, rendered him incapable of 
making his acknowledgments to nadir in a pecuniary way; yet he was 
in ^he highdl degree prodigal of his authority, as if he already meant 
to conllhute him his Ibvereign, rather than his general. And as the 

C 2 higheft 
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1728. bighe^ mark of dignity on him, Recording to tho 

cuftom of the Persian klngs,was to give him his own name, from hencO 
forward he ordered him to be called TjfMMAS kou^ khan j by which 
name we fhall diftinguifli him, till he wrefted the diadem from his mailer. 

Tabhmas thus laviih of his favours, may be fuppofed to have aded 
upon principles of gratitude, as men of probity are generally inclined to 
think this a duty j but where the expreffion of this virtue is alfo an hb^ 
nour conferred on him who receiyes it, nothing can be more reafonable, 
than to expedl a faitable return. Hovs'ever, he fecmecl to be ignorant, 
that when princes have nothing left to beflovv, they feldom receive any 
return for thole favours they have already conferred j nor is it ftrange 
that it Ihould fo happen with regard to princes, when we find it fo al- 
moll every day in common life. 

This prince, who partook much of the genius of his father, with re- 
gard to the religious turn of his mind, rejoiced at fo favourable an op- 
portunity of paying his devotion at the tomb of imam ^ riza ; for it had 
• been long obferved as a duty of the kings of Persia ^ to make a pilgri- 
mage once in their life-time to this tomb, as the turks do to Mecca 
and MEDINA. And the perils which he had gone through fince the battle 
of gulnaSad, with his providential relloration, by means of his general 
Ti£HMAS Koui.1 KHAN, naturally infpircd his mind with a deeper fenfo 
of gratitude to heaven. 

PART 

I Some authors mention this event after the batde of d amcoor the next year ; but it is probable that 
Lc might now have a double motive befidcs that of gratitude, as generofity, or policy, to make his name 
known in th^t of the general ; Which, if we judge fVom the event, was however a very faUe^poJiey^ 

I One of their prophets or chief expounders of tiieir religion. ^ Sh a h a b as the c ah a t, Wl»a 
was an able politician, as well, as a great foldier, obferving that the prrsi ans carried great wealth out 
of his country every year in their pilgrimages to M ahom med’s tomb, employed all his art to rtftore the 
reputation of imam k isiiA ; and not only diferedued the notion of going out of their own country upon 
fo long a joiirriey, which in fewne meafure was imerdiding thefe pilgrimages, but Jtnowing that his 
people h;\d, as is indeed common among chriftia ns, a fond inclination to aferibe a more peculiar fonc- 
tity to foine particular place ; in order to fhew them an example, lie caiifed a very magrrheent inoiquc 
to be built an the teiXib of this prophet at mescke d, and made the pilgrimage hitnlVlf with all his 
court. By thus (hewing an example, mijchjvD became a place of great rcibrr, and journeys to 
ARABIA were. out of ialhion. I'he kings his fucccHbrs made it a law to ihcmfelves, to begin their 
reign by u pilgrimage to this tomb j and in procefs of time, it was YCiy rare for any pbrsiaw of tho 
ftft of A)bi CO make the pilgrimage of mecca or msdjx a. 
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F R O M T HE 

Recovers’ of the whole province of" 
KH OR AS AN in 1718, 

T O T IT E 

ExBtri^sioN OE S U L T A N ASH R E F F out of 
ISFAHAN IN 1729. 


C H A P. IV. 

T.ehmas koult khan reduces khorasan and hkrat. He returns in 
triumph to iiv.scHV.X}y with the head of the gonyernor of HERAT. Shah 
T JPMUAS fends an embaffador to the orrovihn court. The rimKs fend 
SUKIMAN EFFFNDI into PERSIA. AsHrEFF dcjiroys SAIlb ACHMED 
KHAN governor of k her man, and prepares to attach t>€HMAS shah. 
Ashreff marches to damgoon, and is defeated •, he retreats isfav- 
HAN, atid e-acamps his trooops at lAOMTeircHKKnovc. 



reverence. 


’HILST TF.HMAS SHAH wis ofTering up his prayers- to the 1728 
deity, T AH MAS Koui-i KHAN prelented incenfe to his idols 
of ambition and military glory, the only deities he feemed to 
Reafons of policy might juftly induce tahmas shah to re- 
main in MEscHED, till his army fhould be in a condition to march towards 
ISFAHAN : and it was natural for his general ta;hmas kooli khan, to re- 
commend this flep, as it left him at liberty to adt with the more bound- 
I'efs authority in the army. The country of khorasan was well known 
to him in every part, in confequence of the many excurfions he had made,, 
as ^ officer in the army, as well as the chief of a band of robbers. The- 

beginning;. 
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728. bfgiuDfing of this year he roarched at the head of a confiderablc body of 
farces, to reduce the other cities and towns of the province, which bad 
revolted, and eftablhlied an independent governmeig;, or fubmitted to the 

AFGHANS. 

The news of shah t.ehmas having entered mesched in triumph, where 
he now took up his refidence, facilitated the enterprizes of t.ehmas kouli 
KHAN ; fo that the greateft part of the towns and villages fent deputations, 
and profefled thcmfclves entirely devoted to the intcreil of their lawful 
fovereign. Before this year was ended, we find all dic vaft country of 
KHORASAN fubjedcd, and the Afghans obliged to retire, witiiout daring 
to give battle. Nadir returned to MEsenro, not fo much out of incli- 

- nation, as to make an appearance of refped ior his mailer, and to cou- 
fult about the future operations of the war. 

It was about ten years fijice the inhabitants of her at, which is near 
the frontiers of khorasan, had in confequence of the viclory obtained by 
the young ezadallah, fliaken off the Persian yoke, and eredted them- 

- felves into a kind of republic*, together with the whole province of tlait 
name. It does not appear, that this young ufurper yet remained in that 
government, which he had been the great inflrumcnt of forming, tho’ lie 
had for fotnc time maintained the chief office in it. It is certain, how'cvcr, 
that this republic became formidable to the iieighbouring country, and was 
at this very time meditating the invafion of khorasan: hut tlie fuccefs 
which T.EHiMAS KOULI isHAN had againfl the Afghans at nichabur, 
and afterwards through the whole province of khorasan, put a bar to 
the execution of their projed. 

Ta^hmas kouli khan having reprefented to the shah, the facility 
with which he could reduce Herat, obtained a permiffion to march to 
that province, with about 12000 men: he no fooner encamped under 
the walls of the city, than the inhabitants naturally inconflant, and diffi- 
dent of their ability to oppofe the fortune and valour of ta:hmas kouli 
KHAN, fubmitted to him, and delivered up their chief, together with the 

garrifon. 

^ It h prcGimed, as they were in alliance with the afoh an??, whofe feat of empire was jsfa“ 
HAN, and that the abdoi lies of her at were in fome meafurc tributary to them. 
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garrifon*'. The PERSIAN genera! having caufcd the former to be be- j^ef, 
headed, left a garrifon in herat ; he treated the inhabitants vrith fo ju- 
dicious a mixture of, mildnefs and feverity, according to their different 
circumftances, that he feerned to have fecured their allegiance; he then 
prepared to march back to mesched, agreeably to the orders he had re- 
ceived from the shah. Being returned vidlorious, with the head of the 
late governor of he rat, he began to form a more important enterprize, 
than that of marching fouthward through the deferts of segestan, as. 
the AFGHANS had done five years before. 

In order to detach the Turks from the interefl of ashreff, whom 
they had with great reludancy acknowledged as fovereign of Persia ; 
TiEHMAs had in the mean time lent an embaffador to the ottoman " 
court. This mifiiller wa.s received with more regard than he expedled ; 
for t!ie news of tachmas kouh khan’s exploits having reached con- 
s FAN TTNOPLE, gavc the TURKS a good imprelTion of the flate of the 
affairs of sii.^H tashmas. Tho’ their interefl: was concerned to fee per- 
s[ A iiumblcd, yet they did not much incline to fupport an ufurper, whofe 
imperious fpirit had carried him fo far as to pretend to an equality with 
t lie grand feignior. But in oi'der to be informed more minutely of cir-» 
cumflances fo intcreiling to them, they fent suliman EFPENiy:, an offi- 
cer of trulf, into persi.a ; of whom they foon learnt, that taehmas 
already mailer of khorasan and Herat, with a confiderable army of 
dioice troops, and a general of great reputation at their head, feerned to 
promife au approaching change in the Persian empire. 

Jn the mean time ashreff, after giving a check to a Turkish army, i' 72 g> 
tiio’ it NVas th.e effect of accident rather than military flrcngth, dreaded no 
evil from the fugitive TiEHMAs: he often mentioned him in terms fo 
comtemptuous, that to appearance he had perfuaded himfelf of the im- 
poffihility of being moieflcd by him. 

After a tedious hege, he had at length made himfelf mailer of vezd, 
which at different times had cofl; the Afghans much blood ; KHERMAr 

^ NIA 

^ This a£lion has been reprefented a? a batrle, m which the a rdollees had 30,000 men ; but I 
could ncn^cr find nny authority foi chut report, as a fourth part of that number in fuch a province 
would be coafidt'fed a great army, under fuch diilrcffed cixcumiiances as tlic empire was then in. 
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niA ikd alfo fubrnitted to him. Saijo achmed khan, who was a near 
relation of the royal blood of the sheffies, during the troubles had cifa- 
bliflied an independent fovereignty in khekman ia, of which ashref.f had 
not leifure to difpolTefs him by force of arms; but saiii> being in waiuoi’ 
money to pay an array, and the inipoveriihcd Hate of the province making 
it irapoflible to raife fufficient contributions for that .purpofe, his forces at 
length dcfei'ted him. He then fubraitted Io ashkef-f, who was not only 
the nearcft potentate, but the only one who feemed to Iiave any regal au- 
thority : defiring him, however, to remember that he had only adled upon 
the fiimc principles as asureff himfelf, and therefore hoped to be re- 
ceived with the relpc<ff due to his quality, and with all fccurity to hij 
perfon; upon condition of which he profefled an entire devotion to the 
fervice of this Afghan prince. 

Ashreff promifed the khan his protection, under the faniftion of fi- 
cred oaths, and let him know that he might repair to shir ass, with tlie 
people under his command, in all poffible fccurity: but no fooner was 
he arrived there, than the governor fent him prifoner to Isfahan, where 
he was 'beheaded. The province of kiiermania, and the country on 
the fea coaft quite to bender abassi, thus beeoming fobjed: to ash- 
reff, his dominions were extended farther than he had forces to guard 
them ; for the cruelties and depredations committed from the Afghan 
invafion till this time, having impoveridied the irrhabitants to an ex- 
treme degree, he was in no capacity to maintain an army fufficiently nu- 
merous to fupport his authority over fo vaft a trad of country. As* to 
the PERSIAN foldiers, they were as rcludant to enter into the fervice of 
the AFGHANS, as the Afghans were diffident of their fidelity ^ and from 
KANDAHAR Tccruits could hardly be expeded in great numbers; for 
HUSSEIN KHAN, thc.govcmor of that province, fince the murder of his 
brother mir maghmud in Isfahan, eonfidered ashreff rather as an 
enemy than a friend; and prefuming that he might fiiortly be driven 
out of PERSIA, he would hardly fend him recruits, left by that means he 
might retire into kandahar, and with the fame authority that he put 
MAGHMUD to death, claim the fovercignty of tliat province. v 

8 ‘Spiritual 
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Spiritual and temporal power being interwoven in the clo&ll manner 1 
by th'e mahgmmedan law, the grand fignior is fuppofetl to reign over 
the TUKKs in quality of imam*, and fucceilor of .the Caliphs. From 
hence he claims an authority over ail mahommldans of tlie fcdl of 
the fo that ASHRftrF, who was of that fefl, could not with any 

coufiltency refule to acknowledge him as fuch, without afecting an inde- 
pendent power. However, he artfully contrived to make his fubmifilon 
procure Idmi what was more edential ; for he obtained from the turks 
the acknovvU dgeincnt of his being fovereign of Persia, and of his holding 
tiiat di;!,nity and power according to law ; and having thus made a puiiTant 
jvrotefVor of a formidable eneniy, he lulled himfelf into a fccurity, as if 
ins dominion was built on tlie moll folid bafis. He had given rechid 
BA.SHA, tlie TL'RKT.SH cmballador, the kindeft reception, .and Ihewed him 
many marks of honour, during his rcfidence at isfaman. 

Not to be wanting in a fuitablc return, the tuuks m.ade great prepa- 
rations for the reception of the embairador cf ashreff, avho .arrived at 
coN.srANTi.vopi,E in joly this year. Greater rtjcieings could not have 
been made for the reception of a lovereign prince returnlDg in triumph. 

Ht is however very remarkable, that this x\fghan alFcded a contempt of 
ail the grand appearances, the military Ihews, and tlie roaring of cannon j 
for without looking on one fide or the other, as he entered, constanti- 
NOPL!:, he continued to read Iiis khoran. It is natural to prefume from 
this incident, that he endeavoured to raife the reputation of his country- 
men for great fandity, and a divine zeal for the mahom.medan law, as 
pradifed by the turks ; this fort of condud had been the chief can f<?, 

-a fliort time before, of laving his mailer ASURErF, together with the 
Ai-’GHAN army, Irom ddlrudion ; but the embalTador now over-aded his 
part, and gave tire Turks imprefllons to the difadvantage of his nation, 

Ashreff in the mean while enjoyed the fweets of peacd The Idve 
of plcafore is natural to mankind, and freedom from toil is generally 
foppofed the' bell means to arrive at it. This prince W;is certainly a tnan 

of 
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of parts, very circumfped:, and an intrepid foldier : but like niofl other 

ORIENTAL warriors of dirtinifLion, he had no fonfe of any moral obliga^ 
tion. He feemed now to be arrived -at the higheft point that the nature 
of his aifairs would admit; and therefore it was natural to give feme 
indulgence to his favourite paflions. However he kept part of his tropps 
in the field, whilll he followed the cxtrcilcs of hunting, and gratified 
his inclination in building. As to the pleafurcs of women, they are but 
an ordinary confcquence of ma mommedan voluptuoufnefs, cfpccially 
when it is fupported by an unlimited authority. 

This prince, who had hitherto confidered nadir kouli in no other 
light than as a robber, began now to look upon him as a formicirtble 
enemy. Shah t/eumas had been fo much the ridicule of the court of 
ISFAHAN, that the news of his fuccefles in the eallcrn parts of the empire 
did not feem to give the leafl alarm to the folders, nor even to the otlicers 
of the army. They gave him the name of srk zadk, in aliuiion to the 
word CHEiK '"zADE, the lattcr being fon of the king, and tire former Iba 
of a bitch: at the fune time they expreffed great fitisfifflon, that they 
ihould at length have an opportunity of getting him into their Ininds. 
However proper it might be to encourage the common foldicrs to think 
thus contgmptihiy of tlieir enemy j ashretf, who had certain intelligence 
of his force, and the valour of his troops, thought it liigh time to provide 
for the ftorm that threatened him : he therefore cau fed all the forces, ss 
well thofe on the frontiers, as in the heart of his dominions, to be joined 
to the garrifon of Isfahan. And in order to prevent any infurreclion ;n 
favour of Tin HMAS at CASK ANi KOOM, CASKIN, Til'.HIRAN, YEZl), and 
other great cities and towns in Ins jurifdi<fHon, lie ordered all the Per- 
sian inhabitants, W'bo were capable of bearing arms, to leave their habita- 
tions and retire, under pain of death : he did the fame at Isfahan. 

Having made tliis difpolition, his whole force did not exceed 30,000 
men, fome of which were darguxzis " and hassarajs®; a force, how- 
ever, not much inferior to that by which his predeceffor had obtained the 

PERSIAN 

“ Cheik EinAR was the fiill fouraleE of the seffie dynafiy. ” I perfume, the inhal^fints 

of DCRc^HEsiw in the i’.ciglibcnrhooJ of uamadan, ‘ Ihcfe people arre fuppofed to tome 

.♦roiii the cailcm parte of CAiiUL. 
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PERSIAN diadem. About the beginning of September, he encamped his 1729. 
army without the walls of Isfahan ; in which city he left 200 of his 
men In garrifon, tliinking that fmall number fufficient to keep this once 
vaft capital in awe : for fo miferably was this unhappy city reduced, by the 
inced'ant maffacres committed by maGhmud and himfelf, that few of its 
inliabitants wcie left, except old men, women, and children. In a few 
days he began his march, witli the ordinary pomp of a Persian king. He 
dircdlcd his courfe by cash an and koom, to the plains of damgoon, 
in tlie province of coumasj where he arrived towards the clofe of the 
month, after having marched about 400 miles'’. His intention was to 
have proceeded towards khorasan, and by attacking tajhmas in his 
new-eftablilhed empire, prevent his accumulating more flrength. 

Tjeuimas kouli khan had employed the greateft part of this year in 
augmenting and difcipllning lus troops. In the former be met with fomc 
difhcultics, for the people not having yet worn off the impreflions, which 
the valour of the afcjhans had made on them, and knowing that they 
were to come to adion immediately, joined him but llowly. He had, 
however, cclleded an army of near 25000 men ; in the compleating, 
as well as dilciplining of which, he had given Inch proofs of his abi- 
lities, as infpired his mafler with the greatefl a/Turance of fuccefs. The 
nieafures which ashreff had taken, to prevent any revolt id favour of 
TAAiMAS, had occafioned many to offer their fervice to this prince ; for 
as tliey liad been turned out of their habitations, refentment as well as 
necefiity, carried them where they were furc of being received. 


The SHAH, thus upon the point of being reftored to the throne of his 
anceflors, and urged by an impatient defire to revenge the difgiace of his 
lather, and the blood of fo many thouiands of his fubjeds, had propofed 
to march to Isfahan, and compel ashreff to give him battle ; but this 
defign was laid afide. i lls fugacious general reprefented to him, tiie in- 
conveniencies tlr-.t would attend the length of the inarch j and moreover, 
that the meufurcs which ashreff had taken at Isfahan, were certain 

D 2 indications 
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iliem mucli under adniber. und loiac jniicii. nbo\'cic. 


^ Svai'ac v/riters makn 
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indicafions that lie meant to feek Jiis rnajcftyj and coniequently, that the 
AFGfiAN.s' uouid be more Inirt by the fatigue of their march, than bene- 
fited by the u'.ncuon of freih forces, feeing 'th;'.t ashr eff had already col- 
it (f ted al! in whom fic thought it fafe to confide ; he obferved likewife, 
that the further he came from i.sfahan, thie more difHcult and tlie more 
dangerous would be Jiis retreat. However, not to brluF the war into 
KHORA.SAN, Hor lofe any advantages which his majeAy’s faithful fubiecds 
tlic KHAjARS, BAYOT.V, 01’ any of the neighbouring countricy might afturd, 
it was determined to make feme advance to meet a ■■■hri i f. After ilo .v 
inarclrcs, he accordingly arrived witii the kiiig, ruid the wliolc army, iiear 
the city of oaaigoon, before aahrivFF h;ul entered thoie plaiiis. This 
fituatiop. was not fir from that vafl ridge of monntaias, evliich run eaft* 
ward along the fouth coaft of the Caspian sea, whicli being well known 
to KouLi KHiViN, in Cafc of an extremity he could make a fife retreat. 
Having leifure to chufe liis ground, he had already encamped his force 
ajul rcfrcnicd Itis men for fomc days, when asifreff approached with his 
whole arntv. 


'I'he AFGtiAi'is h.id been nccuilomcd for fame time to flauglacr tiee 
PERSIANS, rather than to imgage with them j ;\,nd to put them to 
by tiieii 1 (touts, and tiic fierccneis of their attack, rather than by tlieir 
eiior ffrciiuth ajui knowiCvlge of arms. As they were notv equally con,- 


ndent of Victory, tlicy urged tlicir gejicral to begin the attack. Asint i.rr 
however loon cliicovercd troin ti.e advantageous fituation of the peuman 
army, tliat he had to do wich a general of experience, and againd whom 
he mull proceed with great cautioij, eihecially as his fate feenaed to depeixl 
on the ilhie (d the baitic. Vv'hilA he was thus unrefolved, Ids olnccn; 


reprdented to him, tiiat upon the fid report whicli fliould be fpread <d:’ 
tlicsr Ixnig air., id to att ick the Persians, the peafiints would no longer 
bnug, proviiions to tiich' camp, and th;it they Ihould be cornpeiicd to 
iigb.t li., icata.,,r at a greater thiiid vantage. 

O 


Ashret k havijig therefore made a proper dlfpofition of his forces, on 
the :?.d Oi oc ri .ima utt.ickcd the Persian army with that impetuofity, 
which the Ai GHANs had generally found fuccefsful. The per^^an 
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troops A ood the Aiock, without giving way in the leaA, returning their 1729. 
Arc vrith perfed order, fo that the Afghans could make no impreflion 
on them. Asurffp lurprized, th.o’ not dirconcerted, at the dilciplinc 
and fdeiiCC of tljc fkhsi an troops, brought oh' his Tqnadrojis from the 
charge, ami liad rccourfc to the expedient wliich he found of great 
life in I'iis late adlion againft the Turks. He detached two bodies, 
eacli of 3000 men, commanded by the moA experienced ofiicers in his 
army, and oideiod tliem to take a circuit, and charge the enemy in rear 
nuil liank, v.dnift lie attacked them in front. 'I’.ttimas kouli khan, 
watehhi! in every quarter, prepared to receive the enemy; and repuircd 
tl'.cm with fucii valour, as flung them into great confisfion. After a ge- 
neral difeharge of his artillery, it was Ids turn to attack ; and falling fix- 
rioully upon the afgua.vs, he obtained an cafy victory. 


What lofs was fuAained on each Ade is uncertain. It may be pre» 
fumed that of the Afghans was very confiderablrh’ ; tlieir camels, harque- 
buiu's, with all their tents and baggage, fell into the hands of the con- 
queror. The AFt-riiANS fled to t.khiran, wliicli tlicy re.'ichcd in ribcait 
two days, tho’ tlic diAance is near 200 miles ; iroiu w hence, after piha- 
uina t’uc inhabitants, and rcfrcAiing thcmfelves, they imuie forced unuciics 

to ISFAHAN. 

'i’hc day after the arrival of the Afghan army, AsnarFF commanded 
all tlic people of Ids n'.iti<in, inhabiting that city, to rctuc witli then ci- 
flCls into tlie citadel*!; thefc orders were executed in inch a tumultuous 
th..it it appeared as if tlic city liad been taken by afi.ni!' ; the 
AiCiUANS drove the oiher inhabitants from their honks, dteUroying nioA 
of tlieir cA'ccls which were not portable, and |)illaging tlw ilions of every 
tiling that was valuable. After which, ashkf.ff retired with his troops 
to MouRTCH AKHOR g whcr'c he encamped in an advankgaous lituatiom 


I' As fkey e;in'A:u oil’ only 12,000 mpii fpom idr AH^ Ci/Arloh htfre mull havo bdca near io,oco. 

A An jiKivncd builJjDjr, which hnd been made fince i!jc itivdiion of the ai c.ii ANd. 

* j'hid ducc IS about niiks callwakd of litAJs.AN, Accoiding to report i but ollisle does not 
.niCTCioa it in liis jd.ap, 
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C H A P. V. 

T/f'HAfAS KOULI KMAN engages the SHAu to remain at rr-HiRAN'. The 

battle of MOURTCHAKHOR. ASHREFF murdcrs SHAM HUSSEIN’, a)id 
fiys from Isfahan. The city taken by the Persian army. The Per- 
sians revmige themfclves on the Afghans. Shah t. eh mas enters Is- 
fahan, and gives his general ta:haias kouh khan, the fmver of 
raijing money. 

^ yliJIM AS KOHi.i KHAN, now jealous of Ins glory, proceeded with 

I the utniofl; care, to prevent a reverfc of his fortune. I'lie shah, 
thinking himfclf fccure of vidory over the fugitive Afghans, impatiently 
CieJilvd to fee ISFAHAN, T/EH.MAS KOULl KHAN, Oil the Othci* liand, 

. feenied to ad as if he was apprehenfive, that his fovereigu would come 
in for too great a fliarc in the reputation of his viflcrics, and that liis 
foldiers would confider themfclves as ading rather under tlieir king, than 
under their general. This neither confided with his dchre of indepen- 
• dency in tlie command of the army; nor with his ambition and third of 
appkuife. He therefore took occahon to reprefent to the shah, that 
his niajedy’s prefence was no longer neceflary to encourage Jiis troops, 
fincc it wis evident from their fuperiority at damgoon, that the enemy 
was rather to be defpifed than feared ; and he did not make the lead 
doubt, tliat he (houid foon exterminate them ; that fo much depended 
on the jirecious life of their fovereign, that diould any misfortune happen 
to him,'' his fubjeds could have no fecurity of being relieved from the 
tyrannic yoke of the AFOHAr.s; that the courage which his majedy 
deniondrated, at the fame time that It engaged the love and admiration 
of Ills lubieds, made tliem more anxious for the prefervation of a life, 
of fuch inedimable value; that this was the fenfe of the army in genera), 
which humbly intreated him to remain at taehiran, with a guard of 
fix or eight thouland men. 

Thele realbns made an impreflion upon the shah ; he had an entire con- 
fdenee in his general, and therefore fuftered him to gather thofe lauKis, 
2 wiiicA 
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wliich he might indeed have juftly claimed as deliverer of his country, 
had he a£ied upon houtil principles. He acconiingly inarched without 
obilrucT-ion, proclaiming his victory in the name of snAii 'ivehmas, and 
was every where received with acclamations of joy. He foon found liis 
troops confiderably augmented by crowds, who now voluntarily offered 
their fervicc, to give a finiiliing firoke to the ruin of tlie Afghans. 


■ In the mean time, ashreff, expeding to be attacked, had made every 
preparation ncceflary to receive the enemy; not only his ibvercignty, but 
his life depended on tb.c event. In the fkittering hopes of repairing his 
lofs at DAMGOON, I'lC cxcitcd all his fkill in the choice of a proper fitui- 
tion for his camp ; in credfing batteries for his cannon in covering 
them by intrenchnients ; and making the nioft advantageous dilpofuloii 
of his troops. 


The r'Th of November, early in the morning, t/eumas k.oui.i icrr an 
avvocared with his army in order of battle: the ffusians marciied up 
to tlie Ai'Gif ANS, and flidained the whole force of '.iivU' uu.’.k|ueiry, and 
part of their cannon, without dilordcr. Ikang come lIoA' to the cn..‘ni\', 


their turn, gave a general difeharge. 


S.i > 


;'.A';u!ar and intrepid 


tiicV) lu 

an attack, might h.ivc difconccrted troojrs enured to tlie fcvercil (idcr- 
plrne. 1 he afbnuihcd ai ohans feemg incii nutUi.'-i.’!* fall, tb.tw 
a fingle bullet failed of execution'', thought only of fav'ng tl.icir live: !iy 
ji’/ing precipitately iroin tne he d of battie. 1 ne loio tnev iiiUiirncii on 
this occafiein, w'as not Ids than 4000 men. The grcateil part of t!ic 
aVgka.N'S Vv'lio ikd, reached Isfahan by tliree in tlie altenioon, and 
ASURKFF liimfelf, with a fnall number, returned at night, 'i hey pre- 


tended to h'.tve obtairied a vihlory, but tiic cries and lamentations of 
women and children in the citadel, foon difeovered tlie contrary. 


There was alfb great confulion in other parts of the city, iafomuclt 
that the milerablc inliabitants, remembering the tlireats of tlie Af- 
ghans, in cafe a misfortune fiiould at any lime befal them, expeifed 
nothing lei's than a general maiTacre. But. the panic which had feized 

tlie 


* The rKRStANf are excellent nvin.iincn, and when they keep good crdc', they take aiiTi, and 
nu'.ft ncccll'ariiy do gttat execution. 
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1720. AFGHAN’S, diverted them from any fucb cruel purpoPe, if they ever 
intejidcd k. 


ApniMU’F, liowcver, fon.nd time to glut his revenge, by imbruing his 
Ji.aids in t!'.c blood of shah iinc-iEiN. This unfortiuvate prince, whom 
roiR MACHMUD with, all his lionid barbarity had fpared, ac length fell a 
.facrihee to ilie dirappointtnent and rage of this cruel Afghan. Others 
ot the royal blood are fuppol'ed to have iallen alio cf3 this occaiioa ; as to 
the davjgiutis and female relations of hus.i jN, laC took them from the 
hairam, determiniug to carry them off vvitli Ifun, 


'Ih’ie AFGh'AN's, I'.aving now no otiicr expeJicrA, prepared for llight, 
and v/erc bidicd iii co!ieCii!ig their fpoil. Heiides tlie iiumber of berdls 
of burtlicn, to accommodate their women anti baggage, tlicy loaded feve™ 
ral mules, and near 300 ca.mci;-., mollly with the trcafuics arid riedi eftl-dls 
of tliC royal pal-ice. As loon as night came on tiaey left tire city, in 


nuadrer about inooc, after ha 
years aroi twenty one days, 
of tliC dying husse i.v, or ha 


dng reigned as con<]ncrors of rr, i-uoA, feven 
Ashrfff perhaps ilartlcd tvith ti:e groans 
ing his whole mind eanoloved in colicclinii: 

e? « i.J' 


his trc'ijure, or providing for his own fecurity, Itad h rgotteu tl.at tin; it;- 
adlivity of the persias general, alforded ait ojtpoi lunity of gliitting Ins 
revenge by fome more lignal crueity; but Itc livid itot Uiarcited two leagues, 
'when he fent back his ATHFXrAT doulkt, with a cSiOlen pGrtv, it was 
fuppolcd with orders to hre the city, and misfiacrc ail thofc tvho might 
contc in their way. "i his party was advanced to the royai gardciiS, witliin 
a m.ile of Isfahan, when feme among the coiniiiou people, coiic'iudir.g 
they were not come for any good purpoie, colleded fcvci vd diunts, vvliich 
they heat in fuch a manner, that the Afghans, appreltenhve that tlie 
riGis'AN troops had already entered the town, fieri back witiiout doing 
any inildtief, and continued their rout towards shir ass. 


Tim; precipitate retreat having left the capital ungiiardcd, the peafants 
oi the nv iglibouring country, well as the inhabit uits, began not only 
to pillage Liic s which were abandoned, but .Jib to rob one aiiother: 
winch unbridled heentioufaefs crc.ated an inilnife confufon. Two dar^D.ift' 
under thefe melancholy circumfrauces, in whicli the weak were obli^d 

to 


2 
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to. yield to the ftrong, without any recourle to either civil or military 1729. 
authority. 

The i6th of. novembeRj t^ehmas kouli kmah de^ached a body of 
15Q0 men, to difperfe the mob, and take pofl'efiion of tlie royal palace, 
and gates of the city, in order to his own entrance. It may feem dif- 
ficult to account for his not following the Afghans, after tlic battle of 
MouRTCHAKOR, wliicli might have prevented their carrying off the riches 
of ISFAHAN ; but we are to confider TiEHMAs kouli khan, as unbialled 
bv any particular affedion for the Persians ; that his glory was not ar* . 
rived to maturity 3 and that, befides the duty of a general to ad cautioufiy 
with fo artful an enemy as the Afghans, if we may judge from his 
condud after he arrived at Isfahan, it is reafonablc to conclude, bi.s 
defign was to hufband the war, that his office as generaliffimo might not 
become unncceflary. 

As foon as the khan entered the city, he took the proper meafure.s 
for quieting the tumults of the people, occalioned by the pillage already 
mci'itioncd i and ordered a diligent fearcli for all the Afghans, wliom 
neceflity or choice had induced to remain there. Of thefe, number;; 
had concealed themfelves in the houfes of their relations or friends, in 
hopes to elude the fearch. Many of them w^ere brought into^he public 
places and executed : thefe were a kind of vidims to tlie fouls of thou- 
finds, who had been ftarved to death by the ambitious policy of magii- 
Mun, or for the fame reafons butchered in cold blood, during the reign 
of the AFGHANS. It IS remarkable however, that tashmas kouli khan 
pardoned all thofc, of whom the inhabitants of the city made a fiir re- 
piort, with regard to the humane manticr in wdiich they had executed 
their refpedive offices. In the interim, he received a deputation from 
the AFGHANS of CASBIN : thefe not only offered their allegiance to shah 
TAiHMAS, but alfo their fervice as foldicrs, and to engage immediately in 
his army. Such a reinforcement could not but prove agreeable to the 
PERSIAN general, fo that in the name of his mailer he promiled them a 
kind reception. 


VoL. IV. 
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Tlie fpirit of revenge did not flop with the (laughter of the Afghans 
of ISFAHAN : the people were furious at the fight of every objedl that 
could raife in their minds the leaft remembrance of their paft fufferings, 
Magiimud, when he was near his natural death, was taken off by vio- 
lence as related j yet, as he was the founder of the dominion of the Af- 
ghans in PERSIA, they hud at a confiderable expence erected a magnifi- 
cent maufoleuin to his memory. This edifice, according to the ciifloni 
of the eafl, was built in a grove, and inclofed with a wall. Tho’ this 
prince had been fo inhuman a murderer, yet the fuperffition of the part- 
ners in his vidfories, induced them to offer their prayers at his tomb. 
This increafed the indignation of the inhabitants of Isfahan, and added 
to their defire of defiroying it. Having obtained the permiffion of tlie 
KUAN for this purpofe, they levell’d this edifice to the ground, witli the 
fury of an enraged mob ; they wmuld not even fuffer the repofc of his 
bones j and, to add yet a greater mark of contempt and abliorrcnce, in 
tlie very place on which this maufolcum had been erected, they built a 
public jakes. 


Shah TiEiiMAS, who was ffill at t.^hiran, having received notice 
of what had palled at Isfahan, prepared to take poffeffion of his ca- 
pital. He marched at the head of the greatefl part of the forces whicli 
were left with him, and arrived tlie 9th of December following at 
GAZE, a village about fix miles difiance from Isfahan. Here he was met 
by his general taehmas kouli khan 5 wliom the shah no fooner fiw, 
than he alighted from his horfc, as if he meant to pay him homage : 
the general difmounted alfo, and ran to him in a refpc6lful manner, to 
prevent this great mark of condefeenfion j but the shah infifted upon 
v/alking a few paces with him, declaring that he could not fiiew too 
great a diftinifiion to the perfon wlio had delivered lus country, and 
driven his enemies from Isfahan. After a fliort converfation he mounted 
again, preceded by his running footmen * > the khan following jufi be- 
hind him at the head of his troops. 


Tzehmas now made his entry into Isfahan, and was received with 

J ^ 

all tliofe demonfirations of joy which the fudden change, from 

cra^lle 

* Shaiir% 
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crable tyranny of the ufurper ashreff, to the gentle deportment of their 1729. 
legal fovereign could infpircv The remembrance of hiis misfortunes adiicd. 
all the tendernefs of affedlionate fubjects, to the reiu’ious refpc<!:t for the 
perfon of him who now appeared as the only furvivor of the seffie iio 
mily. But the tranfports of his joy were in a great meafure fuppreilcd, 
when he heard of the fite of tlae king his father, and law the palace, 
which eight years before contained all the fploidor of a court, exhibiting 
only naked walls ; the remembrance that he was reftored to the throsic of 
Jus ancedors, was not fufllcient to lilence the didlates of humanity, in a 
bread formed to gentle imprcflions ; and tho* a king; he was not aihanied 
to weep. As loon as he entered the harram, an old woman threw Iter 
arms about his neck in great tranfports of joy ; as he kticw that ashkei^f 
had carried away Ids fiders and other relations, he was the more lur- 
pri'/ed to find this perfon to be his mother. This lady had, ever fince 
tl'iC iavafion of the ArciiANs, difguifed herfclf in the habit of a Have, and 
fubmitted to all the offices of drudgery, which are ordinarily impofed on 
perfons in that lituation. 

The king, after enjoying the fatisfailion to find one of his parents alive, 
prepared himfelf for the duties of a fovereign prince. He received all 
thofe who appeared before him in fo affable and obliging a manner, that 
he won them entirely to his intered j and though their poverty was very 
great, they contributed as liberally as pofiiblc to the fupport of the. army, 
which was increafed to near 40,000 n*en. Tashmas, whofc tendernefs 
of nature became his crime, indead of commanding bis general to pui fue 
end extirpate his enemies, gave way to a melancholy turn of th.ought, 
T^umas kouli khan took occalion from hence, to reprefent to him 
in a refpedtful manner, that his prefent lituation ought to efface all re- 
membrance of pad diJgracesj the shah replied to this cffecl; ; “ How 
“ is it polfible that my heart lliould be open to joy j are nay own 
misfortunes, and thofe of my people to be forgotten, fo long as the 
“ murderers of my father and brothers arc yet at shir ass, where my 
“ fillers, and otlier femrde relations, arc held in davery by the vile af- 
cyANs?” This was, in fail, to reproach t.ehmas kouli khan for 
s inailivity; for it was in his bread to have purfued them, witliout 

E z givin'i,' 
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729. giving them the leafl time to form any future projeft j but this generah 
true to his own principles, forefaw that the remembrance of his fervices 
would wear out of the minds of the people, unlcfs to the office of gene- 
ralidimo, he could add that of a prime minifter, or at lead: poll'efs a 
power adequate to it. He therefore took this occafion to reprefent to the 
£11 All, that he was very ready to march againft the enemy, and finiffi the 
bulinefs of reftoring to his tnajefty all his dominions j but that he knew 
an army was not to be kept together without pay ; and moreover, he had 
learnt from the experience of lutf ali khan, towards the clolb of the 
unfortunate reign of his lather, that the intrigues of a court often baffle 
tlie mod glorious military operations; therefore, if his majeidy meant to 
compleat the work winch was fo happily begun, a power mull; be granted 
him to levy money for the payment of the arnty. 

The king, who already defigned to give his aunt in marriage to this 
general, and liad adualiy made Jiim begllr deg of khorasan, was 
fhirtled at his demand of this extraordinary power of levying money ; 
being fcnlible that fuch a Aep was in fome meafure to yield up the fove- 
reignty. He confulted however with fome of the principal officers, if 
there was any proper perlon to whom he could give the command of tliC 
army. Whether thefe officers were in the interefl: of the general or not, 
they declared their opinion, that the foldiers would not willingly ferve 
under any other perfon than ta^hmas kouli khan ; and confequcntly, 
that it would be bed to comply with bis demand for the prefent, and re- 
fent his infolence hereafter, when there fliould not be any fuch preffing 
occafion for his fervices. The khan, thus obtaining his point in fo im- 
portant an article, profefled an entire devotion to his mafter’s fervice ; as 
a proof of which, he offered to take the field immediately, and go in 
learcli of the Afghans. Accordingly before the end of December this 
year, the Persian army began their march towards shirass. 


PART 
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PART III 


FROM THE 

Total defeat of the AFGHANS ix\ 

JANUARY 1730^ 

TILL 

TiE FIMAS KOULI KFIAN is chosen king 

IN MARCH 1736. 


C H A P.‘ VI. 


AmiiKVT JIops at shtrass. T.rhmas kouli khan marches and defeats 
//.'f AFGHANS //.V 1 1^' JANUARY 1730. Flight, dijlrefs, and death 
o/'ashreff. Taihmas kouli khan marches againji the Turks, and 
takes HAMADAN and TAVRIS; he makes a truce, returns to Herat, rt>- 
duces that province, and marches into khorasan. Fhe shah marches 
to erivan, obtains fome advantages over the turks, and is aftervsards 
defeated near the aras, and again at hamadan. 


A SHREFF did not entertain the IcaR thoughts, that the a( 5 Hv'a 
T.EHMAs KOULI KHAN would remain long at Isfahan j on the 
contrary, he expe( 5 ted to be clolely purfued. He had, beiides 
his army, a numerous caravan, of which part confifted in camels loaded 
with the plunder of Isfahan ; yet the firft day he inarched fixty miles. 
His intentions were to have taken the rout of kherman, but hearing that 
the BALOUCHES wcrc in arms, and concluding they would have no regard 
to him as a fugitive prince, poflelfed of great riches, he determined to 
march to shirass. When he was informed that the Persian army was 
/ loitering 
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1729. loitering in Isfahan, he had Iciiure to plunder and ravage the province, 
as well as the city } and gave a looie to all that barbarity, which the com- 
plicated motives rpvengc and avarice can Aiggeft to a mind naturally 
cruel. To this he was the more induced, by the conduct of the peh- 
S1AN5 in ISFAHAN towards the Afghans. 


Tx'ehimas kouli khan having fiipportcd the rigor of the feafon with 
great conldancy, after a inarch of twenty days arrived near astakiiAR 
His troops had fuficred very much by the feverity of the feafon, and w'ant 
of provifions, the afguans having laid the country wade j fo that the 
PERSIAN general found his army conliderahiy diminidicd, by mortality 
and delcrtion. The- afchians having Axed tljclr camp iii an advan- 
tageous fituation, determined to try tlie Inrtuirc of aj'.other battle. The 
PERSIAN troops, on their part, w'ere impatient to give a hniihing llrokc 
to the AFGHANS. The 15th of JANUARY, TAUiMAS KOUI.I KHAN at- 
tacked the AFGHANS with all his troops, with the fame vigor as he liad 
done at mourtch aicor, and put them indantly to flight j infomuch that 
he was apprehenfive, left, by fo feeble a refiftance they meant only 10 
draw him into an ambufeade. He had adopted it as a maxim, not to le- 
parate his troops ; being fenflble that when a detachment is routed, their 
flight oftei^ throws a whole army into confufion ; and that the fpeed with, 
which the vanquifhed fly, is but a precariou.s fccurity to them, fince the 
conqueror muft overtake them at laft. 


An excefs of caution, may bring on the fime confcquences as raflrnefs • 
the khan’s great circum,fpe<ftion, upon this occafion, gave the Afghans 
an opportunity to cojiccrt rneafurcs for their lecurc retreat, witli all their 
valuable effedfs. I'he houfes, gardens, and narrow paiTages about the 
city of SHIR ASS, were fuch as rendered the approach difficult j and the 
KHAN refolved to put nothing to an unneceftary hazard, fince it was 
plain that the pride of tlie Afghans was humbled to the duft. 


Thefc people had however taken a refolution, to defend a paftiige in the 
north fide of the mountains, which leads to tlic city j and dividing their 

<neh 

“ Tliii City is r.ear the ruins of the ar.tknt I'ip.sEroLii. ^ 
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men into platoons, made feveral difcharges on the Persian army : finding 
this did not hinder the Persi ans from marching on in regular order, they 
fled to SHiRAss, Ashreff being no'.v reduced to the laid extremity, fent 
two of his principal officers to T AiHi/iAS kouli khan, with offers of de- 
livering up the princefies, alfo the treafurc and other efiedts belonging to 
the crown, on condition that he and his troops fliould retire out of Persia 
unmolefled, and carry with them their families, arms, and baggage. To 
this the khan replied, that he would not comply with fuch propoAls j on 
the contray, that if they did not deliver up ashrf.ff, he would put all 
the AFGHANS to the Iword. Thcfc officers then pretended, that if the 
KHAN would grant them quarter, they would deliver up their chief : 
to this no definitive anfvvcr was given, but the deputies were permitted 
to retire. 

In the interim ashrfff, who was not ignorant that he had nothing 
to expedt but a cruel death, if he fell into the hands of the Persians, 
marched off in the night, and was got to fome diftance before the khan 
was informed of it. It may be prefumed, that it did not give him any 
great concern that he had milled the recovery of the princelTes of the 
royal blood, however lie might be affedted with regard to the treafure.. 
In order to facilitate their retreat, the Afghans feparated into dilicrent 
liodies ; it therefore became the more dillicult to prevent their flight. 
Tlie khan was not perhaps fo much concerned about this, as his army 
imagined; fince every circumflance of his condude proved that he was in 
Ifis heart a tartar, and more difpofed to fiivour that nation than the na- 
tives of PERSIA • and thus we may, in fome rneafure, reconcile a condudl 
fcemingly fo contrary to the natural adtivity of his genius. However, on 
his arrival at shirass, he caufed feveral of the Afghans, whom he founeb 
there, to be put to death : thofe of any diflinclion he fent prifoners to 
ISFAHAN with the news of his vidtorv. 

j 

Altho’ ASHREFF liad made a fudden and fecret flight, fome of the parties, 
which the khan detached after him, overtook the Afghans, and a Ikir- 
milh enfued, but the Persians were obliged to retreat. It is not eafy to 
/ 8 figure 
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figure the difBcultics which ashreff encountered ■, his riches ferving only 
to increalc his danger : befides the great diftrefs he was in for provifion 
and forage, in the dead of winter, he was perpetually attacked on every 
fide by the peafants, till at length he w^as obliged to abandon his baggage, 
and after that to drop ail the Persian women and children, whom he 
was carrying into captivity- Some of his followers, tranfported with rage 
and jealoufy, killed their women, to prevent their falling into the hands 
of their enemies. 

Under thefe circumflances, it was impoffible for them to keep together 
in any con/iderable body : their divilion gave an opportunity to moll of 
their captives to efcape j and among thefe were the aunt and filler of shah 
T/EHMAS. As foon US thefe ladies returned to shirass, they were condudl- 
ed honourably to the court at Isfahan, and the former was given to 
T EMMAS Kou LI KHAN in marriage. Hunger and thirft, cold and fatigue, 
with inceffant feirmillies, h.aving difperfed the Afghans ; ashreff hud 
with him oniy 200 men, when he was attacked by a body of the r.A- 
• TOUCHES : he made a very gallant defence, but at length he and his people 
were cut to pieces. 

Tluis cijtlcd the ufurpation of the Afghans, but not the c.alamitics of 
PERSIA. The death of ashreff was but a prelude to thofc mifehiefs, 
which nadir, that fcourge of heaven, was to bring on this unhappy 
country. The weaknefs of hussein’s reign, had been the firft ap>parent 
caufe, which by a chain of cffedls could hardly fail to plunge this mifer- 
able nation into further misfortunes, not inferior to thofe it had felt under 
the cruel Afghans. 

T.ehmas kouli khan remained about tw’o months in shirass, and 
rcfrcflicd his army. As foon as the fpring approached, he direfled his 
courfe towards hamadan : his name was already fo formidable to the 

TURKS, 

'rhere arc* dilTcrcnt accounts given concerning the place where this afohan chief ended his 
lire, bat as the deferc of sFCE-iTAN was his rout to kandahar, it may be prefumed that kc was 
r.oi very jfiir advanced in that country when this event happened. \ 

7 
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TURKS, that from his valour and experience, they dreaded the loft of thofe 
dominions, which they had conquered during the late troubles in Persia. 
If he was an objedt of terror to them, his condudt alfd gave umbrage at the 
court of ISFAHAN i the afcendency he had obtained by means of the 
army under his command, rendered him already too great for a fubjedt. 

Shah t^.hmas had no fooner made a difpolition of his interior govern- 
ment, than he fent an embaflador to the port, to acquaint the grand 
fignior of his re-eflablifliment in the government of the Persian empire } 
and that he defired to live in perfedl amity with the Turks j demanding, 
however, the reftitution of his dominions, which they had taken during 
the troubles, and alfo all the Persian prifoners. The embaflador had 
hardly opened his commiffion, when new’s arrived at Constantinople, 
that the Persian army had already taken hamadan. The Turkish mi- 
niftry enraged at this proceeding, declined any further conference. The 
embaifador declared, that he believed the news was not true, or that thofe 
hoftiliries had been committed contrary to his mafter’s intention, by fome 
rebellious fubjeds : however, the Turks refolved immediately to declare 
war againfl: the Persians, and accordingly made great preparations to 
carry it on with vigor. 

In the mean while, tajhmas kouli khan had by his arbitrary pro- 
ceedings, and the abufe of his authority, rendered his fecurity abfolut^ly 
inconfiftent with peaceable meafures j or, indeed, with any other litua- 
tion than that of being at the head of an army. He had, in fad, beaten 
ABDALLAH BASH A, and taken hamadan, and following the Turks to 
kermanshah, compleated the defeat of that army. After putting gar- 
rifons in thefe places, he marched for tavris and ardeville which 
the basha kouproli was ordered to defend with 40,000 men ; how- 
ever, the khan having out-marched him, took thefe places. The 
TURKS being thus terrified at the progrefs of the Persians, demanded a 
truce, to which t^ehmas kouli khan confented the more readily, as 

the 

f T&Ucky hadbeen&mousfbrthefepulchresof the PEKiiAN kings, for colleges richly endoweti, 
«l<il mofques with cofily ornaments in fUm ; bat the tvkks during the troubles alienated the lands, 
and plunder’d the riches. 
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j^^o. ABDOLLKKS of HERAT had revolted, and formed a confiderable army. 
Upon this he returned back witii a large body of his troops, and by a 
laborious march entered the country of §sf£rain, and defeated the rvB- 
ooLLKES in a pitched battle. He then blockaded he k at, w'hich being 
unprovided for a ikge, was obliged to fubmit. He put the governor and 
all the principal perfons concerned in the rebellion to death, and leav- 
ing a garrifoa of his own men, he marched to mesched. 

T.TtiiMAS SHAH concluded that tliC truce with the port would not ter- 
minate in any accommodution : the Turks took advantage of the abfence 
of KOULi KHAN, and great preparations were made tor the inarch of ttic 
orroMAN armies. The shah therefore left Isfahan in oc roijEk, with 
an army of about 20,000 men, diredfing his courfe towards tavris, wlrerc 
he joined the troops left by his general taehmas kouli khan. From 
thence he marched over the mountains of ak.menia, in tlie iK.-iylA of 
1731. winter, by wlncli he k>(l a coniidcruble number of his men: and about 
the end of February' he reached erivan. Ali kasha, ShRA KiERof 
. that province, iRid taken care to fupply tlie city, not only for a liege, but 
alfo to adt oflcnhvely againll the persjans when a favourable opportunity 
fliould oticr : accoi dingly lie can led 6000 of his men to march out of the 
garrifon t® attack tiie Persians, with inrtrudlions to retreat at the tirll fire. 
This order was executed fo well, that tlic Persians having the apppearance 
of a vidfory, followed the Turks, and fell into the fnare; for a rnaflecd 
battery of cannon was played on them fo furioufly, that tlicy loll a great 
number of men. The kasha at the fune time marclied out of his camp, 
and attacked the Persians in flink, fo that the battle became very bloody 
on both fldes ; however, the peksiAiN valour was fuperior to that of the 
TURKS, who were driven back to tlieir entrenchments. The shah then 
laid fiege to the caflie, I’lU the turics having laid the country wafle, lie 
foon found his army in d'dlr .ls for pruvidons, and was obliged to raife the 
fiege. The pj.ksian .-.irmy then direded their couric towards tavris. 
An kasha followed liicm, and foon met and joined the forces of kasha 
KOUPROL i. The. urfii.i: of th.c TURKISH troops having rendered them fu- 
perior to the PERSIANS, they atUKked, tire Persian army near the cky 
ASTABAT, and defeated them, p.ufliing fome of their troops into the river 

2 ZENGUI 5 
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zENGui ’' j many of them were drowned, and a great number tak’en pri- 173 i. 
foners. Among the latter was seffie kouli khan, a general of difhnc- 
tion, who had been formerly the athemat doulet of shah hussein. 

I'his perfon, now about 60 years of age, was remarkable for his know- 
ledge and bravery. When he was brought prilbner to Constantinople, 
tlje grand I’tgnior demanded of him, why at the late iiege of tAvris he 
had fufifeied the cldef mullah and his family to be maflacred ? He an-, 
fwered in an undaunted tone, “ There are rafcals in Persia as well as in 
“ TURKEY, and when a place is taken by aflault, it is impofiible for 
*• commanders to prevent diforders.” Whatever inight be the reafons 
winch induced tlie ottoman court to bciiave thus cruelly to this gallant 
otiicer j he was conducted ricldy cioathed, with Ids hands tied behind 
iiiin, to a place near the ieraglio, where the grand lignior glutted his 
relenfinciit in ieeing jiis head cut otf. In the mean time, the Persian 
caih.dL.dors had been very ill treated, and even plundered on the road, fo 
tliiit the TURKS fecmctl to obferve no terms with their enemies, but de- 
tcrnuiicd to lay vvalfc the borders of Persia with fire and fword. 

Tt:hmas shah had, before his defeat near astabat, refolvcd to aban- , 
don TAVRIS, in order to provide for the lecurity of hamadan, to which 
ACHMEii pasha was preparing to lay liege, TJic Persian army reached 
the plains of h amad/VN in September, being reduced tVom-^o’' to lefs 
than 30,000 men. With thefe were joined the garrifon ot the city; and 
a bloody battle enfued between the two armies, in which the tor ks were 
victorious. The shah returned with his fcattcred forces to casbin j and 
HAMADAN fell again into the hands of the turks. Thus the ottoaian 
army gained this year, what they loil the year before. 

Daring thefe tranfaCtions in the field, the fituation of affitirs in turkey 
was changed by inteftine commotions. As tlic}^ had moreover much to lofe, 
without a profpeCt of making any further acquifition, peace was become 
very defirabic, Achmed, basha of bagdat, in confequence of the fuccefs 
of the PERSIANS the preceding year, had received orders to make a peace 
with them on the beft terms he could. Ibrahim ba^ha, the grand 

F 2 vizir, 

I'his river fiJls inter the ak as, a liule below ASTAiiAT. * It may be I'refumcd that 

be colledeJ a great number of forces in hU niarci* tlirougU tersia into Uic ru rkish doinmious 
bcfidcs the forces he found at tavris. 
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17^1, vizir, was apprelienfive that if fdccefs attended the arms df the Persians 
in reconquering the provinces wrefted from that monarchy, during the 
iilvafidn of the Afghans, fuch an event would neceflarily render his* 
fafcty the more precarious, as he was already odious to the people. 

The end of September, the preceding year, a great revolution hap- 
pened at CON STAN TINOPI.E ; and as this event was attended with re- 
markable circumftances, it will not be foreign to our fubj.edl, to give a 
fuccindt account of it. 


C H A P. VII. 


An account of the revolution in turkey. T^he grand vizir, and feveral 
ether great oncers put to death. Achmed the Hid dethroned. Ma- 
HOMMED advanced to the government. The extraordinary adventures of 
PATRONA KALiL, chief of the rebels. 


^739* often pleafes the wifdom of providence to accomplifli the greateft 
X ends by ignoble inftruments. Patrona kaliu, a native of Alba- 
nia, who had been a common fiilor, and. was now only a limple Janif- 
fary, becaKie the inllrument of dethroning achmed the III. the grand 
fignior, in refentment of the evil adminiftration of the government, and 
the rapacious avarice of ibrahim basha the grand vizir. 


Patrona appeared in arms the 28th of September, at the head of a few 
delperate fellows. It was agreed this fmall body fliould divide itfelf into 
three companies, and taking different routs they were to meet at atmei- 
DAN which was appointed their general rendezvous. This difpofition 
being made, patrona began his march, difplaying a fmall ftandard j his 
companions, with fabres in their hands, cried out, that all fliopkecpers and 
mcchanicks fhould fliut up their Ihops, and every good muffuiman fhouid 
follow their enfigns to atmeidan, where they would communicate the 
juft eaufe of their appearing in arms againft the prefent government. The 
two other companies having done the fame, the whole city was in an alarm, 

and 


P * A plain iull without the city. 
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and the {hops were {hut up. The Turks who did not join them, confined* 1 7^® 
fhemfelves to their houfes. The grand {ignior, and his vizir ibrahim^. 
were at their country palaces at scutari ; and the keys effendi *’ was 
alfo at one of his country houfes on the canal which extends to the black 
SF.A. This miniiter, being given up to his natural indolence, treated the 
account which was fent of the tumult as a matter below his attention j 
fo that there was no perfon of authority to quafh this commotion in the 
city, except the aga of the JaniiTaries, and the kiaya' of the grand 
vizir. The laif, apprehenfive of danger, retired ; whilft the aga put 
himfelf at the head of his guards, defigning to difperfe the mob. He 
foon found that his very guards were corrupted j and inllead of being 
difpofed to a<ft offenfively againfl the promoters of the fedition, they be- 
gan to complain of his not joining with them to obtain jullicc of the 
grand vizir. 

Things being thus circumftanced, he was intirely at a lofs what mea- 
fures to take, till news was brought him that a party of the rebels were 
gone to plunder his palace ; upon which he retired to provide for his 
own fecurity. The mob increafed every moment : they obliged all the * 
TURKS they met to join them, threatening to kill thofe who refufed and 
fome unhappy perfons, who had no inclination to embark in fo defperate 
an enterprize, a(ftually fell a facrifice to their fury. They Tiow broke 
open all the prifons, and made Haves and malefadlors the companions of 
tlicir fortune. As their number augmented, thofe whom fear rather 
than inclination had hitherto reftiained, became the partners of their re- 
bellion. Thus the fire of fedition had already made a great progreis,, 
before the grand vizir had received any exadl information of it 5 lb that it 
was not till four in the afternoon that the aiufti ■*, the kaimakham % 
and the kiaya, with feveral other principal officers of ftate, came to 
inform him to what a height the infurreclion was arrived. Immediately 
a council was held, which lafted till night without any refolution, but 
that they fhould hold another council at the palace of the grand fignior. 

Here 

^ Sjcretary of ftate. ® This is the great uHuT of the houfhold, the vizir as we!] as tJic 

grand iignior ha.s one, ^ The hrll cc clehalHc, or chief of the law* ® The deputy of 

the grand vizir> who afts as governor of coNaxANTiNoraE. 
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1730, fcHeretit was refolvcd that the court (liould irumediatcly go to Constan- 
tinople j and they accordingly embarked, in a yatch. They were no 
looner arrived, than the grand vizir, with the other minillers, began to 
deliberate wliat mealurcs to take under fuch prelTing circumftances, which 
were of fuch a nature, as feemed already to baffle the utnioft of their Ikill 
and autliority. They refolvcd however unanimouflv, that the only cf- 
feftual method was the force of arms, and therefore a body of troops 
fiiould be colleded. This indeed feemed to be the only expedient ; but 
the grand fignior being informed of their refolution, was unwilling to cry 
fuch defperate means. As foon as it was day, Ins highncis fent one. of 
the principal offleers of the nosTAN'cis® to atmeidan, to command the 
rebels in tlie CTand lignior’s name to retire j and to acquaint them that if 
they did not fliew a ready obedience, his highnefs would be obliged to 
have recourfe to arms. They made reply w'ith great unconcern, that they 
were affembled for the honour and welf ire of the flute, and would not lay 
down their arms, till the fultan redrefled their grievances. 

The grand fignior highly incenfed at fo infolent an anfwer, gratified 
, his refentrnent in reproaching his vizir ibrhaim as the caufe of the clif- 
order. The vizir laid the fault on the kaimakhan, loading him with 
the moft heavy reproaches in the prefence of the fultan } turning towards 
whom he fiid, “ Will your highnefs fuffer that a wretch fo vile and de- 
fpicable as this fliall longer enjoy the light.” The fultan flnick with 
the manner in which his vizir accufed the kaimakhan, caufed him im- 
mediately to be arrefted : and then afluming a compofed air, dircourfed 
with the vizir upon the fituation of their alTairs. Ibrahim who was lui 
able, tho’ not an honeft minifter, found the advice his mailer gave was 
impracticable j therefore, without amufing him with vain projeds, he re- 
commended force as the only expedient to reduce the rebellion. “ I 
“ fee,” continued he, “ in this crifis of the empire, only two expedients; 
“ either that your highnefs put yourfclf at the head of your houfflold 
troops, and fall upon the rebels, or that you permit me to go in your 
“ place, I flatter myfelf that I am fufficieutly beloved by the foldiers to 
form a confidcrable party, as foon as I lhall appear,” 

he 

3 Thefe arc a fpecies of miliila in turkey, but they alfo ferve as guards of the feraglio. 
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The timorous fultaiv vcliOaed neither of thefc propofiilsj but ftiil vainly 
endeavoured to avail Inmfelf of tlic right he derived as ibvereign of tlie 
people. He therefore cnufcd the ilandard of m ahommed to be forthwith 
difplayed at the gates of the feragiio, and ordered a proclamation to be made 
from tlie ramparts, that every foldier who would come under this banner, 
to a did: him in reducing the rebels, drould receive a gratification of 30 
crowns ** ; and, moreover, that their pay Ihould be augmented two alpers. 
He foon found that thefe fair promifes were ineftcdlual, and therefore gave 
orders that the bostangis ftiould be aflembled ; but neither were thefe 
orders practicable, for thofe who were capable of bearing arms concealed 
themfelves, having no inclination to fight in behalf of a minidry, which 
had been long odious to them. His next application was to the marine ; 
but before any number of men could be collcded, patron a kalil, at the 
head of a body of rebels, fell upon the arfenal, drove the captain basha 
trom it, and threatened the fbldiers of the marine, if they perfided in de- 
fending the court, he would grant tliem no quarter, but would burn their 
hcaifes, together with all the daips and gallies belonging to the fultan. By 
this means, he difperfed a great number who had already received money 
for enlitling, and brought off others to join his party ^ at the fame time, lie 
angmeiucd Ins forces with all the Turkish malefadors and Haves, wdio 
were in the vaiUes and baths. 

At length the grand fignior fent a deputation to the rebels, demanding 
what tlieir intentions were ; they anfvvered, that they deiired tlie Mur-ri, 
tl\e grand viEir jbrahiai basha, the kai.makhan, iMUSTAPHA basha, 
and mahommed the kiava, might be delivered to tlicm : with regard to 
his highnefs, they were fatisfied with his reign, and wilhed him profperity. 
Upon this anfvvcr, the fultan immediately caufed the two lal'l to be ar- 
reded, and font to acquaint the rebels that they fliould be put to death; 
but tiiat, in confuleration of his compliance fo far, they ought to be con- 
tented with the banilhment of the mufti and viziu. The rebels con- 
fented to fpare the mufti, but dill perdded in their drft demand in re- 
gard to the VIZIR j infomucb, that the fultan found his own fecurity 
would be endangered by his refufal. 


^ I fuppofe doilars of 41. 
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• In the mean while patrona conduded himfelf with all the dignity 
and good order of a commander in chief, exading an oath from his com- 
panions, that they' fliould commit no kind of excefs. For the 'better 
fupport of their difeipline, fome, who had committed thefts and diforders, 
were adually punifhed with death by a conlent of the leaders of the re- 
bellion : by which means the city was fupplied with provifions as ufual. 
The J anilTaries, who had revolted Jong before in their hearts, joined the 
rebels at atmeidan, where they formed a regular camp. This ftep feera- 
ed to render the affairs of the court defperate; however, the fultan made 
another effort to obtain the life of iurahim basha : to which the rebels 
made no otlier reply, than that they had already done enough in pardon- 
ing the MUFTI. The grand vizir, and other great oficers already men- 
tioned, were accordingly condemned to die, and the 30th of September. 
the delinquents were conducted to kapu orasi I'lie approach of death 
fo terrified the kiaya, that he rendered up his foul without the hand of 
the executioner. The kaimakhan performed the offices of devotion, 
and received the abfolution which is ufual on fuch important occafions, 
in a very compofed and regular manner. The vizir did not exprefs leis 
fortitude and compofore, but he neither faid his prayers, new received 
abfolutioq.,j obferving, that as his life was fo near an eiid, he would not 
give himfelf that trouble. 


How far the grand vizir had milbehaved, during the long adminiftra- 
tion of twelve years, may be judged from the immenfe riches w'hich he 
left behind him. One of the gentlemen of his bed-chamber *, w'ho had 
been in his fecrets, now confefled that in a vault under the pigeon-houfe, 
which this minifter had caufed to be built in one of the courts of the fe- 
raglio, his riches were depofited. From hence were taken four iron cherts, 
of which three contained 18 long leather bags, with 60,000 fequins “ fun- 
duklis in each, and the fourth contained a great quantity of precious ftones. 
The Ki AYA of Ibrahim’s harrara, who had a perfedl knowledge of his af- 
fairs, confefled that a great part of thefe riches was the price of injufticc > and 

«. that 

* The apaj^rment in the fcraglio, where prifoners of 4atc arc put to death. * An acta r 

“ At 9/, the fequin is 1,512,000/. which feems to be much too large a fum 
lo be amaiTed by any minifter in any country^ without very great corruption indeed* 
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that he had himfelf been employed in the moft fecret manner, at different 1730. 
times, in conveying money into thefe cherts. 

The next day in the morning, the lx)dies of thefe three great officers, 
without any funeral rites, and almoft naked, were conveyed in a cart to 
ATMiiiDAN, followed by a crowd, who exprefled great contempt and re- 
fentment of the conduft of thefe minirters by infulting their remains, and 
declaring with loud acclamations, that tliey hoped ail the enemies of their 
religion and country would meet with the fame fate. When the bodies 
were brought -into the camp} the rebels were loud in their expreflions of 
refentment, that the grand hgnior had not delivered the traitors alive, as he 
had promifed. It was urged, on tlic other hand, that the fultans had 
never been accurtonicd to deliver their minirters alive into the hands o{ 
their enemies ; and that tlicy ought to be fatisfied with the great con* 
defccnfion which his highnefs had ffiew'n upon this occafion. 

The rebels having carried their point thus far, were intoxicated with 
their own fuccefs } and began to declare without referve, that they would 
depofe the scltan Acuxftn III. and fet his nephew mahommeu on the . 
throne. I hey confidcred that ACHMtD w'as naturally cruel, and had 
c.iufed all thofe to be put to death who had dethroned his brother musta- 
PU A II. in 1703 ; and confcqucntly, tlicy could expert very Ihtle quarter' 
from him, iliould his power be again ertablifhcd, as they had been the 
authors of the death of his near relation ibrahim ; on the contrary, rtiould 
they chafe wahommed, who had been confined for feven and tw'enty 
years, there was great realbn to believe he would acknowledge their fer- 
viccs. Aciimed, in reality, liad given them no remarkable caufe of com- 
plaint, except his great favour to ibrahim basha } fo that it was in fome 
meafure diflicult to find a fpecious motive for tliis laft act of violence on 
the rtate. They pretended, that the body of the vizir ibrahim was not 
among thofe of the delinquents} how^'ever, after hanging the bodies of 
the KAiMAKiiAN and kiaya, each upon a tree, as fpeCfacles to the peo- 
ple, they dragged the third, vvhicli was really Ibrahim’s, at a horle'e 
tail to the gates of the feraglio. 


VoL. IV. 


G 


Here 



50 THE HISTORY OF Part III. 

1730. Here they demanded with the moil clamorous infolence, that the real 
v^'/ir wit ) all his creatures fliould be delivered to them alive, as allb the 
KEYS Ki FE )Di 5 adding, that as they could not depend on the promifes 
of ACUMEn, who contrary to all laws, peiTifted in protefting a villain, 
wiiolc avarice liad plunged the ftate into tlic greateft diftreis, he was 
no longer worthy to reign : at the fame time they proclaimed maiiom- 
!MED. Acumed tried every expedient to quiet them, ofFcring them con- 
ftji.ivi.ble rewards, and to deliver up all thofe whom they demanded ; 
but they were inflexibly bent on dethroning him. On their return to 
ATMEiDAN, they threw the carcafs of ikraiiim into the common road, 
near a fountain, where tins minifter had eredfed an cletrant llrudturc 
ab';:!t two ye.irs before, as an embcllilhment to tJic city, and for the life 
of the people, 

Tire rebels having plunged themfclves fo deep, began to find the nc- 
celnty of fome perfon, ilviilcd and experienced in politics, to condudt 
them in the completion of their work. IspiRi zade, one of the fultan’s 
chaplains, though lie had often received the highelc marks of tlic roval 
‘ bounty, had the ingratitude to abandon Iris maftcr, and ioiir in the con- 
Ipir icy. This man had concealed his ambition under the cloak of piety 
and mortiftcation, and was now fecretly become their ciiicf adviler. The 
id of ocToruAi he entered the feragiio, where lie found the minin.er.s of 
ACHMED under a great confrernation, not knowing wliat would be tire 
ifilic of the rebellion. As foon as this treacherous pricfl entered the apart- 
ment, the miniflers inquired impatiently wdiat wnrs pafiing in the city'. 
He anfwered with the air of a man depreiled with forrow' ; The rebels 
“ will not upon any account fubmit that acii.med flrali reign over them 
“ any longer j all my endeavours in ftrvour of the fultan are rendered 
“ abortive, by the fiercenefs of their animofity. It is in vain to flatter 
“ ourf'elves any longer, that we fhall be able to alter their refolution.” 

At thefe words, the whole aftembly became motionlefs, and unable fo 
utter a word. The perfidious isi'iRi zade, obferving that there was 
no bo iy wbrj dared to acquaint the lultan with this news, went himfelf. 
As foon as he entered the royal prefence, achmeo faid, “ Arc the rebels 

“ yet 
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“ yet at atmeid an ? why do they not retire ? I have /hewn them more* 
“ favour than I ought : I have offered to do them juftice on thofe of 
“ whom they complain j and 1 have promifed them large prefents j what 
“ would they have more ?” Ispiri zade replied, in a bold but com- 
pofed tone, “ Thy reign is finifhed ; thy revolted fubjeds will no longer 
“ fubmit to thy dominion.” Achmed, flarting up, replied, “ Whence 
“ comes it tliat you have delayed to give me thii 3 information ?” Then 
running immediately to the apartment" of mahommed his nephew, he 
took him by the hand, and conduding him to the throne, placed him 
there himfclf, and was the fir/l who fduted him as emperor. Among 
many tender things, he fpoke to this effed: “ Remember that your fa- 
“ ther loll the place in which you are now fcated, by his blind com- 
“ plaifancc for his mufti feizoullaii efffndi j and that 1 lofe it my- 
“ Iclf, by having truflcd too much to my vizir ibrahim basha. Learn 
from our examples not to confide in your minifters without due cir- 
cumlpcdion. If 1 had always followed my old maxims, I Ihould 
" never have left mine fo long in place, or omitted to have demanded 
‘‘ irequent and regular accounts of the alfairs of the empire. Perhaps I 
“ might have then finilhed my reign as glorioufly as 1 began it. P^arev’s el ; 
“ I wifh that yours may be more happy; and J hope that you will have 
“ a proper regard for me and my children, whom I rccornmeiid to your 
“ care.” Immediately the unfortunate achmed retired to thofe apart- 
ments which his nephew liad jail quitted. 

, After tire ccrcmoiry of the inauguration of the new fultan was per- 
formed with the ufual pomp, and he had received the honours due to 
this high dignity; his curiolity excited him to fee patrona kalil, 
who had been the inflrument of his exaltation to the throne. This man 
appeared before the grand fignior in the liabit of a common Janifiary, 
with his naked knees. He adv.anced with ahold air to the fukiUi’s throne, 
and kified his hand. His highnefs faid, “ What can 1 do for tlice ? 
“ Thou haft a right to demand of me any favour.” This artful wicked 
fellow, now gave marks of more noble and generous fentiments, than 
could be expedted from his birth aird pall life, and anlwered the liiltan 
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730. (o thil purpofe : “ As to the prefent time, I am arrived at tlie higheft point 
“ of my wifhes, in feeing your highnefs on the tiirone of the ottoman 
“ empire. With regard to the future, I know I have nothing to expedt 
from you but an ignominious death.’' The grand fignior replied, “ I 
^ fwear I will never do you any harm j tell me only what recompcncc I 
“ can make you, and I grant it before you aik." “ Since your royal 
“ goodnefs is without bounds,” replied patrona, “ I delire that you, 
“ will fupprefs all the new imports with which your fubjeds have been 
“ loaded under die late adminirtration.” 

This was a dangerous requert, as it feemed to incrcafe the popularity 
of this fellow ; however tlie grand f gnior did not hefitate to comply, and 
orders were immediately given to fufpend the colledlion of thofe taxes. 
In the interim the rebels, fir from dirtianding, committed many out- 
rages, particularly in pillaging feveral houfes of perfons proferibed, which 
had been fealed up with the royal feal. The new fultan could not but 
have a quick refentment of fo great a mark of difreped, as well as viola- 
tion of the laws ; however, as he was not yet fecure on his throne, he 
‘ dcfired that they would refrain from fuch kind of executions ; reprefenting 
at the fame time, that as they had placed him on the throne, they ought to 
leave the power and authority of punifliing to him, in the manner which 
he rtiould think nioft convenient. Thefe gentle renionrtrances, though 
founded in the higheft reafon, did not prevail on the bafe and undif- 
ciplined minds of the rebels j on the contrary, they renewed their in- 
rtances that the reys effendi rtiould be delivered up to them. Tlio’ 
this niinifter had not been fo guilty as the other officers of ftatc, yet he 
thought proper to retire and conceal himfelf. But had he been prefent, 
the new fultan feemed in no difpofition to comply with their extrava- 
gance, the gratification of which might have only ferved to increafe their 
tumultuous fury. 

The rebels proceeded in rifling the houfes of thofe who were moft 
tobnoxious to them : the plunder of the grandees, together with the 
riches of the vizir, enabled patrona to make a plentiful dirtribution 
of money to gratify all his followers, among whom even childrefl and 

old 
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old men were admitted, as by thij, means he increafed his popularity.* 1730. 
The lieutenant-general of the Janiflaries, tho’ chofen by the rebels, was 
confirmed by the fultanj he therefore took the liberty to reprefent, that 
fo profufe a liberality to perfons fo little intitled to it, ill fuited with juft 
government, in the caufe of which they had taken up arms: but this 
unhappy officer^ for his indifcreet zeal, was cut to pieces on the fpot. 

The grand fignior, obferving that it would be impofTible to eftablini 
peace whilft patron a appeared in arms, propofed to give him a rich 
government, or a futn of money to retire. Patrona knew well that 
he could have no fecurity but in arms •, however he continued to challife 
thofe who committed any outrage without his permiffion. All the new 
officers of ftate, out of fear of his lawlefs power, paid him the greateft 
refpe(ft. 

Patrona at length reflefling, that the charadler of a difmterefled 
patriot, in which he had hitlierto appeared, would not fupport him, when 
the lives of the inhabitants of Constantinople, together with their 
wealth fliould ceafe to be in his power ; began to accept bribe?, and to 
fell his favours for money. His companions being informed of it, ex- 
prelTed their refentment with fome bitternefs, as he thus violated thofe 
principles, in defence of which they Iiad taken up arms. TJie matter 
was but too apparent, and tended much to weaken his intereft j however, 
he ftill pretended that all his paffions and defires centered in the public 
^pod. 

Their plundering and proferiptions ftill continuing, the fultan convoked 
a council, compofed of his new mufti and principal officers of ftate. In 
confequence of this, the mufti prepared his religious artillery, by fending 
his fetfa to the rebel camp at atmeidan, by the ietamboul ef- 
FENDi**. This was a humorous whimfical fellow, who having from the 
beginning taken the part of the rebels, was in great efteem amongft them, 
and played his part fo well, that the moft fenfible among the Janiflaries 
confented to retire to their quarters, and to fubmit to the fultan’s pleaiure. 

At the fame time the rebels were threatened, that if they did not retire, 

the 
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*73*^' ‘'the ila^dard of mahommed would adt be hung out in vain, feeing that 
there were thoufaiids in Constantinople ready to flied thei,r blood 
in defence of it. Vpon this they fubmitted, oa condition that none of 
them fliould be put to death, and that they ihould have three ihndaids 
difplayed, by which means they might unite in their own defence in 
cafe of need. Extraordinary’ as this propofal may a[)pear, the court 
thought proper to fubmit to it, for the prefent, for fear of worfe confe- 
quences. 

The blaze of this rebellious fire feemed thus to b? extinguilhed. The 
court thought it unfafe to proceed to the execution of any of the chiefs, 
though it could hardly be expetSed that the Janillaries, after fo licentious 
a life for fourteen days, would fubmit to the proper difcipline of that 
body, in whofe chambers it is not permitted to drink wine, nor com- 
mit any fort of debauch. During their feditious pradfices, patrona 
KALIL had pofleffed hirafelf of money fuhicient to maintain him in a 
genteel manner j but his greatefl diftindtion in his own cfleem, was de- 
rived from being the cliief author of tlie revolution. 

« 

He now took a houfe contiguous to the chambers of the Janifiaries, 
and 400 of his followers well armed continued about liis perlon. They 
fpent theif time 'in debauches, and fcveral murders were committed in 
broad day. Grown hardy in tlieir imaginary fecurity, they made Jio icru- 
p!e to vifit the new grand vizir, as if they confidered him as their creature. 
They demanded the baniflirnent of feveral perfons of difiindtion j that 
others fliould have their employments taken from them ; and they named, 
at the fame time, thofe whom they would have preferred. Among the 
latter, patkona carried his infolencc fo far, as to demand that a certain 
GREEK butcher called yanaki, to whom he had been much obliged for 
trufting him with a great quantity of provifions, fliould be made prince 
of M01.DAVIA. The ceremonies of the inveftiture of this butcher prince 
were aclually performed j but as be was not able to raife the funds ncctf- 
fary on this occafion, and liis friend patrona, confeious of the wild 
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abfarility of his conduct, had dcfefted him ; the imaginary principality 1730. 
of this vain grekk was changed into a prifon. 


This, and other fuel) extravagancies, began to make the Janidaries 
afliamed of ei'poufing the caule of fo defpicable a wretch. Patrona’s 
pride was then a little humbled; he therefore went to pay his court to the 
KADi LESJCiF.R p, a tuan of lingular probity. He received Jtim with great 
coldnefs ; however, patron a with an air of dignity, addrelTed him as 
follows: “ You know, great effendi*>, that God has been pleafed to 
“ make ufe ot this feeble arm, to deliver his people from the opprellion 
“ of the late miniftry. You, who arc wife, and can lee into the hearts 
“ of men, know that my deligns are good ; ])Owever, I find that foms 
“ ill intentioned perfons milinterpret my actions, and endeavour to repre- 
“ Iciit tlietn as criminal to our mailer the fultan ; for whom I have fo 
“ oi'rcn c.vpofed my life. If thefe calumnies continue, 1 beg you will be 
“ my advocate with his ivighnefs.” The KADixniSKiER anfwcred, “ That 
“ he held fallhood in the higheft contempt, and Ihould never be artiamed 
to tel! the trutli, and that he might be allured if his opinion was alked, 
lie ihould d-'clare what he thought.” Patron A was williiig to inter- 
pret tills ambiguous anfwer in bis own f.ivour, and killing the hand of 
the .KADU-ESK lER, he retired, and gave a handful of fequins ,\o his do~ 
ineiiics ; which the kadileskier ordered to be tlirown into the fea be-* 
fore PA erona’s f.ice, as a mark of his contempt and indignation. 


.Pat KONA was yet at the head of a party fuflicient to Ikreen him from 
the refentment of the court, which now meditated a fitir occafion to cut 
him off. The 6th of November, as deputy of the Janiffaries, he con- 
voked a grand council, at which the khan of the crim tartars, the 
grand vizir, the mufti, and other great officers of flats were preferA. He 
opened the affembly liimfelf, and addreffing himfclf to the khan, fpoke 
to this cffedl : “ The prefent fituation of the empire has occafioned the 
“ convocation of this council ; 1 know that our affairs in PERsr a arc every 
“ day falling to decay. The Russians are continually fending fiiccours 
“ to the PERSIANS ; therefore my opinion is, that we ought to declare 

“ war. 


^ Chief juftice. 


^ The name common to thofe verfed in the law. 
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‘ “ war^ to prevent greater evils, and to revenge ourfelves on theo) for the 


“ blood of miiflulmen, which they have been the caufe of fpilling. Let 
us immediately fend a great army againft them, whilft the tartars 
“ invade the country of thefe infidels on the other fide, and bring the 
inhabitants into flaveiy. I think alfo that there is an abfolute neceflity 
“ to ciirb the baflias on the frontiers, in their evil pradices; fo far from 
taking care of the troops, and regarding the Janifl'arics as the fare fup- 
“ port of this monarchy, they treat them ill, and retain their pay for 
“ their private life, and to gratify their own creatures.” 


He made fcveral other remarks in as wild and indigeiled a manner, 
whiUl: the whole affembly, with hearts full of indignation, deplored tlie 
wretched fituation of the (late, that obliged the great council of the ot- 
toman empire to hear this defpicable wretch prefume to give laws. At 
length the khan of the tartars, tired of hearing his impertinent dif- 
courfe, firid, “ You, who fpeak fo much of war, do you know what it is ? 
“ What reafons are there that his highnefs fliould declare war againft the 
“ RUSSIANS ? Do you not know that the court is at peace with them ; 
“ and that without juft caufe we ought not to break that peace ? Before 
“ we proceed to fuch extremities, we ought to know tl^e truth of the 
“ extraojcdinarya'cports wdiich you make. After this, upon mature dc- 
“ liberation, we might refolve whether peace or war is moft for the ho- 
nour and ativantage of the empire. Thefe are not fuch light matters 
“ as you feem to imagine : tell me by what rout you would penetrate 
“ into RUSSIA ?” “ By what rout,” replied patrona, “ that is a plea- 
“ fant queftion indeed j why can’t we go the fame way as wc did before, 
“ you on one fide, and we on the other?” The tartar prince, with 
an air that plainly fhewed he thought it below his dignity jto make any 
anfwer, otherwile than as the circumftanccs of the ftate rendered it nc- 
ceftary to temporize, fpoke to this eflfed:: “ Formerly we paffed through 
“ POLAND, becaufc we were then at war with the polanders, but 
“ at prefent we are at peace with them. Is it juft to fpread defola- 
“ tioh among people, againft whom we have no caufe of complaint ? 
Do you’ know that an army of an hundred thoufand tartars, can- 

“ not 
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not mafoh into a country without ruinfng it ? It is true that war is the? 
proper occupation, and the real fource of the riches of my fubje^ts: 
“ Ihut up in the plains of the crim, as we have no trade, we decline 
“ into poverty i but we had rather facrifice our particular intereft, than 
juft ice, equity, and the laws of nations. We know that wars are the 
“ chaftifements of heaven ; and we ought to reflc<ft maturely before 
we take up arms, that we rnay not repent when we are obliged to 
“ lay them down again. Thefe are not afiuirs to be refolved on in 
a hurry.” Patrona replied, “ I fee no harm in carrying defola- 
tion into the country of infidels j and as to our deliberations, I did 
“ not exped; this council Ihould have been compofed of more than you, 
MousLouK AG A the grand vl2ir, a few other perfons, and rny- 

“ felf j and for the future, if you plcafe, it fliall be fo, that we may 
“ condud our bufinefs with more fecrecyj otherwife the infidels, being 
“ informed of our refolutions, will difconcert our meafures.” “ When 
“ the bufinefs of a council,” replied the khan, “ is to confult of w'ar 
“ or peace, it is a maxim eftabliftied among us, to have numerous af- 
“ femblies, that we may know the different fentiments of men upon fo 
“ weighty a concern. You fee that ibrahim basha, ambitious of go- 
“ verning alone, not only perifljed himfelf by an ignominious death, but 
“ was near drawing on the ruin of the empire. It is a'Q:onifh>ag, that fo 
“ recent and terrible an example does not inftrud you toiavdidTffe danger 
“ of direding folely; but I declare, if that continues, I^will fupplicate 
his highnefs to fend me into the remoteft banifliment, rather than he a 
“ witnefs to the violation of his honour, and the ruin of the ftate." 

So bold a declaration as this, could not but filence the formidable pa- 
trona. The council broke up, and nothing w;ts determined. Many 

entertained 

* TVi's WAS another Jan* llary pf the fame (lamp as patrok a himfelf, who had forfeited his life on 
fcvcral occafions, I'his fellow, during the tranfaciiori^ of rhe late revolution, went with an impt rions 
air into fome of the tribunals in Constantinople, and witiiout referve diTpatchtd his eiiiiilaries 
who attended Mm, wiili orders to kill fuch and fuch prrfofis ; letting thefe who were prefent knc»v 
at the fame time who he was, arid titat he Imd the gift of difcovcM'ing the hearts of men ; that iie 
^oved lulled men and bated rafcals ; bidding dicm look to thcmfelvcs. Such wav the pONve; oi the 
JaiiiArixies at that: time, and the terror which they (^iread through the city. 
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* entertaifted the moft Ardent wi (lies to fee the deftrudSlidn of the rtibels ; 
who, on their part, concefted meafures to put their own creatures in 
pofleffion cf the principal offices of the government, as the only means 
of fecuring themfelves. 


Two days afterwards, the grand fignior invited patrona, mouslouk, 
and the aga of the janiffiiries, to court, defiring to be informed of the 
eficfft of their conference, and to confult with them what meafures to 
purfue in regard to the affdrs of Persia, as well as the interior govern- 
ment of the empire. At 1 1 o’clock they attended, with a retinue of 
fix and twenty perfons, w'hora they left in the find court, and were them- 
iclves conduced to the chamber, where the ottoman princes are cir- 
cumcifed Here they found the khan of the tartars, the mufti, 
the grand vizir, with other great officers of the crown, feated according 
to their rank: there were alfo many officers of the Bo.iTANGis, and 
other perfons, flanding. The rebels took their feats, without feeming to 
fufpcdl any danger, as the bos pangis are confidcicd as domeflics of the 
feraglio. 


The grand vizir opened the aflembly, and addrefiing himfelt to pa- 
TRONA, faid, The grand fignior has made you beclerbeg of ro- 
. ano*’ gives you the command of 30,000 men, with which 

“ you are to^min achmed, bash a of bagdat, and to ad in concert 
“ with liiin againfl the Persians.” He next fpoke to mouslouk aga 
in thefe terms : “ His highnefs has appointed you beglerbeg of n,a- 
“ TOLiA, with a body of troops under ymur command.” And then turn- 
ing to dh.e AGA of the Janiffaries, he acquainted him, “ I'hat he was 
“ appointed basha of three tails.” Thus he was going on, when mus- 
TAPHA Aga • cried out aloud, “ Let all the enemies of the flatc be ex- 
“ tirpated and immediately thirty of the officers of the bostangis 


- 

* They call this the sun net odassi. * The ar.ijent turace. This is one of the richtii 

govermneats in the neighbourhood of con.stanti nOpli: ; ii is a fruitful country, bounded on the 
Alien I pELA^jo, near 300 miles long, and mOrc than half as broad, covered with high 
ih$hntains, are natural bulwaiks agaij^ an eriemy, This perfon had iu Jiis^ oiuhful 

age been a creature of the khan of the tart a ns, and was a captain of the jyth company of the 
Jan iiTaric^ when the fedition broke out ; but being devoted to his old mailer, he now took the fide 
•f the court, and behaved with the moll approved fidelity. 
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fell wkh dieir fabres upon patron a kalit, MovstpuE, and the aga*i73o 
of the Janiffaries. The firft was drawing his dagger from under his furr 
to defend himfelf, when mo staph a aga cut his arm with a ftroke of 
his fabre : mousloue threw his robe over his face, and refigned himfelf 
to his deftiny like a caisar. 

It may appear extraordinary, that thefe traitors left their guard in the 
outv/ard court j however, the difficulty is reconciled, when we confider 
that the bufinefs they were to treat of, was of an important nature, and 
that they had, in the fond preffimption of their imaginations, flattered 
tbemlclves into a belief that the grand fignior had adopted their fenti- 
meats; not only with regard to the affairs of the empire, but alfo in re- 
fpect to the fecret manner in which they propofed to hold their councils, 
a&recably to what patron a had recommended in the lall affembly. 

As foon as thefe rebel chiefs were put to death, their bodies were 
till-own into the court before the apartment where tire cataltrophe hap- 
pciied. A meffenger was immediately fent to acquaint their guard, that 
:.s the grand fignior had been pleafcd to prefent their chiefs with a coat 
of honour, bis highnefs intended alfo to give them each a caftan ; and 
for tliis purpofe they were to enter three or four at a time, that the cere- 
mony might be performed with decency. Thefe dclucl^l wretphes were 
no fooner arrived in the interior part of the fccond court, 
went the fame fate as their mailers : fome of them in thd outer court at 
length began to fufpeed:, as none of their companions returned, that they 
were enfnared, and attempted to favc themfclves: but the gates were Ihut 
upon them, and they were flaughtered in the fame manner as the others. 

The report now prevailed in the city, that patrona, MotrstoOK, and 
the AGA of the jfaniffaries, had been a long time in the feraglio, alt the 
gates of which were Ihut. ’ This brought feveral of the party thither, 
who began to murmur, and threaten violence; but as foon as they law 
tlie gates opened, and. feveral carts brouglit forth loaded with the bodies 
of tlieir chiefs redeiug with blood ; they were fei.^ed with difinay and 
fied> # AU thefe mangled caraifles w'ere tlie ffreet for two 

,h. . . - H 2 ■ ■ ^ , hours; 

w dyjiiy the term for thofc veflnients vykich are prclenui as niaifc of favour. 
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'hours ; aftief vt'rytcb; the hourt, app#hehfiV6 tlijit fo hideous a fpc€tacle 
might Conjure up fiMe iTfe w /ifeiisty stnidhg the people, caufcd them to be 
thrbwn'intb tfteifcAi ' ' ‘ 

A nupierous body of guards were now' ordered to patrole the flrects, 
to keep gootl order, and prevent any defperate attempt to fire the city ; 
for PATH ON A had often declared, that this would be the confequence ol 
taking away his life. At tlie fame time, feverai of the rebels were feizcd 
and put to death ; and the butcher yanika furvived his patron but one 
day; Public thanks were then ordered to be given to the Alnaighty, for 
his Angular mercy in delivering the ftatb from fuch imminent danger. A 
general pardon w'as publifiied to all the rebels, except certain perfons 
who were deemed the chief conductors of the confederacy; but their 
punilhitient alfo was changed- into banilhment. Befide tbefe aCls of cle- 
mency, large donatives were prcfented to the Janilf tries, Spahis *, and 
other orders of the foldiery who had been concerned in the revolt. Such 
marks of a generous dilpofition in their fi^vt reign, converted their relcnt- 
ment into wifiies for hts profpeiity arid happinefs ; fo that by the end 
of NOVEMBER, the City was, to all appearance, reftored to its former 
tranquillity. 

The flames ofrlc-lition were not however extingulflied. The blood of 
PAtRONX'KALi/:,, mouxlouk, and their other companions, like that of 
the HYDRA, nooriflied new monfters, which in lefsthan four months grew 
to a formidable fize. The great diflipation of treafure which this revo- 
lution had caufed, together with the want pf conduif in the new mini- 
fters, not only occafioned the Juniflaries to be in arrears for their pay, but 
alfo created a fcarcity of provifions in Constantinople. Towards the 
end of rEBRiTARY tills year, people began te murmur aloud, and predi<3: 
another revoluticjji. 

The number of Ibofe and abandoned fellows, whom the latorebellkm 
had brought together, was great. Thefc from their naturld di/pOfitioD, 
and from their idle manner of living, w'ere ripe for aiiyi defperate enter- 
prize. The partizans of achmeo, the dethroned fultan, /nimU^^ 

' relu^lancy 

f TJiefe are cavalry of th« AiiATicdomin'oiu of TVKKiY. 



reludancy to the deftiny of their late jnafter ; fo that thje ipirit of\efaeI * 
lion was feeretly fomented, The court feemed, however, to have no 
fufgicion of it, when news was brought the 25th of march, t^at a body 
of people had affembled at atmeidan, the ordinary rendezvous of male- 
contents, who, after pillaging fevcral fliops, had colleded a nuttiber of 
arms. Thefe being joined by a party of the Janiflaries, broke open and 
plundered the houfe of the aga of the Janiflaries, who with difficulty 
efcaped with his lifel 

The aga immediately acquainted the grand Agnlpr j and his highnefs 
ordered the grand vizir, the mufti, and other great officers to be aflem- 
bled. The experience of September laft had taught them, that fuch 
lawlefs force can hardly be fupprefled but by military juftice; accordingly 
they inftantly colledted what forces were at hand, during the night } and 
left neceffity fhould oblige them to call for afliftance, they carried out the 
ftandard of mahommed. The Turks imagine that thofe w'ho die in 
defence of this ftandard, are entitled to the crown of martyrdom. As 
foon as day broke, the aga of the Janiflaries at the head of one party, 
and the grand vizir with another, fell on the rebels at atmeidan. A 
fmart /kirmifti enfued ; the ftandard- bearer was difmounted, and in dan- 
ger of lofnig his ftandard, which might have had fatal confequences. 

The rebels being at length put to flight, retired to thlTci^’lfiMfs of the 
Janiflaries, ho, though they had not tiken arms in any confiderable 
numbers, were ripe for rebellion. The grand vizir therefore prudently 
declined following the rebels, left the violation of that azylum, which the 
quarters of thefe fbldiefs are efteemedp fliould furnifli a reafon foe a revolt, 
and plunge the city into the tame diforder, as it had been expofed to four 
months beforei*^ They contented themfelves with killing abot^ 200 in 
the flight, and taking 60 prifoners. As foon as thefe laft had made con- 
feffion of jtheir accomplices, they were ftrangled, and their bddies thrown 
intQ^.thC:^- - . 

The cdl^ihoufes, and taverns were immcdiatclylbrdered to be fliut} 
and IhT'tiRirEKS fell wine had their vcflels ftaved, that no fuel might 
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be aifordcd to beat the brains of a defperate mob. A conftant patrble' 

was kept in the flrects, and the leaft fulpreion rendered the party criminal, 
fo that numbers of itinocent perfons foffered death. This fevcre methpd 
of euring fo dangerous a diforder in the body politic had its effect, And 
prevent^ the flames of rebellion from Ipreadwg. 

There were feverai parties of the rebels difperfcd in different quarters 
of the city. Some thonfands were determined to have joined the camp 
at At ME ID AN : had the gratkl vizir therefore been in any degree Icfs 
adive, it is probable another revolution would have fucceeded, with ctr- 
cumflances more bloody and fatal than the former. It was imagined that 
FATIMA, daughter of achmed the 111 . and widow of the late grand 
vizir IBRAHIM BASH A, wlio was ftrangled, had corrupted the Janifiarics, 
in hopes of revenging the death of her hulband. Whetlicr this lady was 
guilty or not, is a queflioa which has remained unrefolved. In order to 
quafh this fpkit of fedkion as much as poiiibie, a confulerahle number of 
BOSNIANS, ALBANIANS, and LA'iS’', wcfe banilhed out of the city. The 
grand vizir alfli omitted no means of humbUng the rebels. Ail thole 
who were (Irangled or beheaded, were thrown into the fca ; and floating 
about*witIi the waves avS fpcdacles of terror, became a prey to birds, and 
filh, infomuch thatqicople of any delicacy, would not eat fifh for feme 

It was reckoned, that in thefe different rebellions more than 1 0,000 
men periflied by the fword or the bow-flring. Above 30,000 were driven 
out of CONSTANTINOPLE; and the Janiffarics wefe quartered in different 
parts to prevent their cabals. Thofe of a feditious fpirit were obliged to 
leave the city; fo that the public tranquiilitywas at length in a great 
meafure reftored. The tur ks however fnCered yefy gfCAt inconveni- 
encies from thefe rjiforders, not only by unhinging their government, apd 
giving occafion to a continual change of minifters; hut alfb by the difli^ 
pation of their treafure, which rendered them lefs capable of fupport 
a war againft the PERSIANS. 

■ ' ■ . c n A p. 
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Aghmed, BASHA o/* bagdat, negotiates a peace •with the PERSIANS in 
JANUARY 1732.- T^HMAS KOUGI KHAN>2«^W^«/i Ms army in KUCh 
RASAN. He difapproves of the peace with the Turks, and enters into 
intrigues njoitb his ojfcers. He makes his fon governor of khorasan j 
arrives at Isfahan in august 1732, and endeavours to vindicate his 
conduH to the shah. 

D uring thefe inteftine commotions in Constantinople, ach- 
MED, BASH A of BAGDAT, recejvccl fill! Orders to treat With the 
PERSIANS for a peace, from an apprchenfion that a defeat of any of their 
armies in asia would unavoidably bring on further revolutions. The 
lofs which T.FfiMAs shah lately fuftained, in a great meafure facilitated 
this undertaking. This prince had alfo many p^fivate leafons, with re- 
gard to his interior government, which rendered peace as dcdrable to him 
as it was to the turks. Acmaieo basma vpas too able a ininiiler, to be 
ignorant of any material circumftance relating to Persia, the intcroft and 
power of which he pterfedily underilood j and prarticulat ly, that the return 
of T.-EHMAS KOULi KHAN might render the fucceis of^^inothq campaign 
very different from the lad. I'he grand lignior had trL|fch''hkti''^lti*out 
referve, to make the beft terms he could. He therefor^fent to the Per- 
sian king to acquaint him, that nolwithftanding the great fuccefs of the 
OTTOMAN arms, his mailer the grand fignior was ready to cftablidi a 
firni and lafflng fri^ndfbip with him. 

The SHAH, Who was at. CASBiN, received the news with the more 
fatisfe^lion, ai heWli^^ apprehenhons, that if the turks had 

refolved to march to isfabAn, that city muft have fallen a prey to them; 
for there was no army between hamadan and his metropolis, which 
could make head again ft them. The alarm in that city was fo great, 
that when a, detachment of the PERSIAN troops artiveri there to main- 
tain .Jranquillity and order, numbers of the inliabitahts were preparing 
for flight. < 

2 Achmed 
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Achmed BASRA being apprebenfiv’e that his court ihight rife iia her 
demands, in confequcnce of the late victory, was defirous to bring on an 
accommodation with the Persians as foon as polFible. Experience, and 
the light of his own genius had inftrudtcd him, that a war with Persia 
could hardly be attended with any good confequences to his country; and 
that it muft certainly hurt his own particular intercft ; bagdat, the capi- 
tal of his province, having long been an obje(a: on which the -Persian 
kings had caft their eyes with earncft wiflies. 

Towards the clofe of the laft year, the plenipotentiaries on the part of the 
PERSIANS arrived at the Turkish camp near hamadan. The conferences 
being opened the i6th of January following, the preliinhrary articles 
were figned. The river aras was appointed as the boundary of the Per- 
sian dominions; fo that the shah yielded his right to Armenia, eri- 
VAN, and GEORGIA. The TURKS thus rem-ained pofTclTcd of a country 
near two hundred leagues in extent, which formerly belonged to Persia. 
It was however ftipulatcd, that their joint forces fliould be united in cafe 
of need, to compel the Russians to evacuate ghilan, shirvan, and 

derbend, with the reft of the weftern coaft of the Caspian lea. 

. 

During thefe tranfadions, t^hmas kouli khan, being poftl-lTcd of 
tl\£.^«;Q yal* ‘a uthpi^ty to raife money, eftablilhed already a kind of inde- 
pendency j fovJiht fupport of which he engaged in his fervice a conii- 
derable number of abdollees, Afghans, ousbegs, and turkumans. 
If we may judge from confequences, and the general tenor of his con- 
dud, he forefaw from the beginning, that the only method by which be 
could awe the Persians, and arrive at the objed in view, would be to 
form a large army, eompofed chiefly of tartars. For thefe not having 
any prejudices concerning the hereditary right of princes, were moft likely 
to be at his devotion, fo long as he paid them well, which the power 
be was inverted with, enabled him to do. He employed his time in 
KHORASAN in putting MESCHED in a fituation of defence, and took other 
meafures to prevent the incurfions of the TARTARS. 

As foqn as he heard that the shah had loft two battles agaiaft the 
TURKS, and was entering into pacifle meafures with them, he wrote im- 
2 mediately 
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mediately to his majefty in the ftrongefl: terms, defiring that he would* 1732. 

perfiftjn demanding the reftitution of all the conquered provinces j ad- 
ding, that he fiiould join him foon with an army of vidlorious troops, 
before whom the turks would fly, as the Afghans had lately done r 
that in the mean while, he* need only keep on tile defenlive. 

The SHAH, who in a great meafore inherited the peaceable difpofition 
of his father, found more joy in repofc than in conqueft. It is probable, 
however, that he was actuated by motives of policy j for having now no 
enemy to contend with, his numerous ftanding army would become un- 
neceflary ; and he might have a fair opportunity of reducing the enormous 
power of his general, by either totally difbanding his forces, or reducing 
them to a fmall number. To this might be added, that Persia having 
groaned fcveral years under the fervitude of the Afghans, the people were 
very much Impoyeriflied, and required fome refpite to cultivate the earth, 
and rebuild their ruined lioufes. 

After the conclufion of the peace, t^hmas marched with his forces 
from CASE IN to Isfahan; where he ratified the treaty, difbanded fome 
of his troops, and feat others into their refpedive quarters. He then ' 
wrote to his general t/emas kouli khan, acquainting him, that fie had 
thought proper to put an end to a war fo chargeable to his people; and as 
he hfid no enemies foreign or domeftic, that difturbed tlje vepofs^-vjf the 
flatc, he ordered him to difband the army under his command, and to 
repair to Ispahan, to confult with him concerning the domeftic ceeb- 
nomy of the government, and the welfare of his people. 

Thefe pacific meafures were by no means confiftent with the ambitious 
projects of the PERfi AN general. He, who in a lower rank of life had 
been accuftomed to follow the didates of his own paflions, unreftrained’ 
by any law human or divine, could hardly , be expeded to fhew a paffive 
condud at the head of a vidorious array, intirely devoted to his fervice. 

He had already acquainted his chief officers of the king’s ill fortune againft 
the TURKS, and the peace which had been njade in, cpnfcquence of it: 
he reprefented this condud as inglorious, impolitip^nd pufilanimous; and 
as tha{ which would draw on the misfortunes of the preceding reign, and 

VoL. TV. I plunge 
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1732. *plungc the ciDpire into the fame diftrefs as it had been in undet the Af- 
ghans. lie further made them fenfible, how much fuperior their valoar 
and knowledge in .the art of war was to that of the TuaKS; but that 
pacifie meafures, after thus roufing themfelyes to a martial fpiritj were 
the fure way to enervate their minds, and difqualify them for the duties of 
afoldierj and confequently prepare them to become flaves again: that 
the TURKS, in the mean wdiile, being fuffered to poffefs fo fine and ex- 
tefifive a trad; of country, would increafe in power, and Persia would 
be expofed to the greater ruin hereafter ; moreover, that fuch meafures 
mufl certainly have a more dired aim at himfelf and them, whofe mili- 
tary virtues rendered them objeds of jealoufy at court j and the experience 
of Hussein’s reign had proved it to be dangerous for Persians to diftin- 
guifli themfelves in the fervice of their country. 

Difeourfes like thefe carried with them the appearance of honour and 
integrity ; and many who meant well to the royal family, had tlicir loyalty 
fhaken under the fpecious pretence of the public good. But not to throw 
all the odium on the king, nadir artfully infinuated to thefe, that the 
minifters, whom their fovereign had employed to negotiate this peace, 
had been falfe to their trufij or Persia, fupported by their vidorions 
arms, wguld certainly have obtained terms Jefs difhonourable. As to 
the^conTnltJfiToJpicrs, what offended them moll:, was the confideration 
that no partioular gratuity was promifed them 0% their difmilTion, after 
their great and fignal fervices. 

Under thefe circumftances, a man of lefs art and refolutlon than nadir, 
might have tainted their minds wdth rebellious fentiments j however, it 
was neceffary to condud his defigns to an iffue with great circumfpedion, 
fince there could not be wanting numbers in his army, who were much 
more inclined to dilplacc their general than their king. Things were not 
yet arrived to maturity j nor could any certain judgment be formed of the 
ffatc of affairs at fo great a diftance. • The court was diffident of the ge- 
neral, and the general jealous of the court, fo that neither knew exadly 
what* the other intended. * 

Nadir 
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Nadir was not at alofs to find pretences for delaying his return to’ *73 
court, and fome time was neceflary to plan his fcheme for the increafe 
of his power. It is hard to fay, if the ftrong impulfij of felf-prefervation 
had not almoft as great a fhare as ambition. The eafy credulous nature 
of TALHMAs might have forgiven all that was paft, with regard to the 
infolence of his general, in demanding fo extraordinary a power as that 
of raifing money, and his imperious condudl in the ufe of it. But fe~ 
veral of the great men about the king’s perfon, fome from a knowledge 
of nadir’s bcundlefs ambition, and others from private refentment, were 
fo defirous of feeing him humbled, that they could not keep their own 
council. They difeovered their opinion and defigns to thofe, who were 
fecretly in the intereft of the general. Of all thefc intrigues and private 
commotions, the general was made acquainted ; alfo of the conduct of 
fbrnc, who fpoke difrerpecflfully of the king himfelf. He was therefore 
the better qualified how to a£l his part, when he fliould return to court- 

He hud employed the end of the lafl year, and the beginning of this, 
chiefiy in levying men, and difeiplining his army; which now amounted 
to near 70,000 men, the greateft part of them tartars. The parti- ^ 
cular regard he had for the province of kiiorasan, engaged his attetltion 
in every inftance that could promote the welfare and fecurity of it; and 
as a natural effect of his power, as well as to flrengtheu his mtCKil: in 
that country, he gave the government of the province to his fon riza 
K ouLJ. And tho’ this fiep was prefumed to be with the king’s appro- 
bation, yet as this province had generally been given to one of Tlic royal 
blood, his condudl in this inftance feemed to demonftrate a defpotic au- 
thority. 

Flaving made this difpofition, he fet out about the month of June, 
making flow marches towards Isfahan, wliere he arrived in august. 

The people, as well as the king and his court, feemed to dread his ap- 
proach. All perfons of difeernraent faw that he could mount no higher, 
without feizing the diadem. The king himfelf hardly dared to name 
any perfons to fill up the firfl employments of the empire, without the 
confcDt of his general. T/ehmas kouu khan ever took occafion to 

1 ? reprefent 
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* 732 « reprefent the neceffity of (lippoiting a great army, and that the national 
rcvctiues ought to be appropriated to that purpofe, prior to any of thofc 
large falarics, which* he pretended were unneceifirily annexed to the great 
offices of the crown. Indeed he was the fpifit that animated the whole 
army ; he entered fo intirely into the bufinefs of it, that hardly the meanell 
common foidier committed any offence, deferted, or died, but he was 
immediately acquainted ; and the great ftrength of his memory enabled 
him to aft in every circumftance of the military ceconomy. 

T^ffiHMAs KouLi KHAN was now to fhcw a mafter-piece of policy. 
Direftcd by thofe principles which had been inflrumental to his ad- 
vancement to his prefent height of power, he was if poffible to make 
the SHAH fubferibe to his own ruin. As foon as he arrived near Isfa- 
han, and encamped his army, he waited on the king to inform him in 
what manner he had been employed, and how much he had his majefty'^s 
intereft at heart. He reprefented at the fame time, that his majefty had 
been very ill advifed with regard to the peace he had lately concluded 
with the TURKS, fince he was morally certain, that the army under his 
command, if they might be permitted, would foon drive the Turks to 
their ’dntient confines, and perhaps make the grand fignlor tremble in his 
capital i fp that tfiofe miniflers, who had advifed his majefty to this ftep, 
were'^rtainly no friends to their country, and could not have the glory 
of their fovereign at heart j adding, he had too much reafon to believe, 
that fuch men were his own enemies alfo; and that he was informed 
fome of them had gone fo far, as to advife his majefty to imbrue liis 
hands in the blood of that man, whom he had been plcafcd fo highly to 
honour j whofe fervices he had fo often acknowledged ; and whofe only 
happinefs it was to devote his life to his fervice. 

The shah, who had for fome time diffembled his refentment, was 
now inclined to believe that his general had been mifreprefented to him. 
The khan, who watched every motion of his heart, found it a proper 
feafon to regain his mafter’s good opinion. The shah denied that any 
jperfon had recommended to him to deprive his general of his life. Kouli 
KHAN, in very tender paffionate terms then reprefented to him, how much 

his 
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hk majefty was a prey to evil counfellorsi aiid as the treacherous cOurtierl 
of his father, by their intrigues would have cut off lutf ah kuam, at 
the very time that the army under his command nvght have faved the 
empire j fo they were now playing off the fame diabolical engines to ruin 
his majefty. He then produced the letters already mentioned, which he 
had received from fevcral peffons at court, whilft he was in khorasan i 
and begged his majefty would be pleafed to read them, and judge from 
thence of the fidelity of his minifters. After this, afliiring the king of 
his own readinefs to devote his life to his fervice, he retired. 

T^hmas shah having read the letters, of which it is probable fame 
were real, was aftonilhed to fee the perfidy of feveral of thofe in whom he 
had placed a confidence. But as this treafonablc correfpondcnce feemed 
rather to argue a contempt of bis perfon, than a defign againft his life 
or crown ; the gentlenefs of his mind naturally difpofed him to forgive- 
nefs, at leaft to diffemble his refentment for the prefent. 


CHAP. IX. 

Kouli khan feizes shah tAvHMAS. "The infant abas eledied king. In- 
trigues c/kouli khan. Ta.hmas shah remo^oed to sebsaVvar. Hhe 
two fons of Kouni khan nominated to the pyinapal gevermnents. His 
manifefto dijclaiming the peace ‘with the turks. Topal osman bash a 
appointed seraskier of the Turkish army. Kouli KBh^Tmarches to 

BAGDAT. 

T he diftratftions of the preceding years feemed to have baniftied 
all fentiments of virtue from the hearts of the Persians j infomuch, 
that the unfortunate shah t.®hmas had really no friends, or none wlio 
were men of abilities. The only perfons who had been about him fince 
his reftoration, remarkable for their honour and capacity, were myrza 
daudam, a GEORGIAN prliicc, who had been married to one of lus 
fifters in his father’s time; and seffie kouli khan ; thefirftof thefc 
was killed in the late adion at ERi VAN, and the latter being taken pri- 

a foner, 
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1723» Ibner, fella facrifice to the refentment of the turks, as already related. 
It is probable, that the general aimed at the deftrudion of thofe, whom 
he apprehended would be the greateft bar to his ambition. Whether 
he meant to procure their removal, or only tq gain the confidence of bis 
mailer, that he might tiie more cafily get him into his pofleflion, is not 
material this conclufion we may draw from the shah’s paffive conduil, 
that it probably encouraged kouli khan to proceed farther than he at 
firft intended. 


It is certain, however, when he difeovered that the letters produced 
no effed with regard to the perfons whom he defired to ddlroy, he natu- 
rally concluded that he was himfelf marked out for deflrudion ; for he 
could not be ignorant in what degree his conduCl had rendered him ob- 
noxious. He acquainted the chiefs of his army with his apprehenfions, 
and poflelled them with an opinion, that their intereft and I'afcty were 
infeparably conneded with his own. The fentiments which they had 
previoully entertained of the king and his court, together with the 
late peace concluded with the turks, confirmed them in an opinion, 

' that the king had refolved to diiband the army, and to cull the general 
and Mj adherents to a fevere account. TyTHMAS kouli khan aitfuliy 
infinuated, tliat there was an expedient by which they could not only 
preferve tfiemfelves, but alfo fiive their country from the conrequences of 
this ruinous peace. 

He then communicated the project he had formed, of depofing TiRH- 
MAS, and putting that prince’s fon, abas myrza, an infant of fix months, 
in his place and fince there was no other method, he would, with their 
approbation, enter immediately on this important bufinefs, the conduit of 
which they might leave to him. The matter being thus agreed, under 
an engagement of the mofl inviolable fccrecy ; the next llep was bow to 
prevail on the shah to leave the city, and afford him a fair opportunity 
of fecuring his perfon. 

Whatever defigns the shah might have, lie difiembled them for the 
profent, without feeming to be fufpiciousi and tho’ he Iiad dei(lroys,d the 
trcafonable letters, yet they made fuch an impreflion on him, that he 

2 thought 
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thought the general at leafl: as faithful as his other courtiers j and there- t73^* 
tore made no fcruple to accept an invitation to fee his army in review* 

The evolutions and appearance of his foldiers gave him great latisfidrion, 
and might have afforded him a fair opportunity of removing the general. 

The fight of their prince naturally drew the attention of the fubalterns 
and common foldieis: as he rode through the ranks, many of them de- 
clared aloud, “ That if he had any particular command they were ready 
“ to execute it.” The boldeft traitor, whilft a plot is ripening for exe- 
cution, muft feel fome tremors, when there is any ground to think his 
treafon is difeovered. The general, in whole hearing this declaration was 
made, was at firft furprized; but recovering himfclf, he defired the shah 
to tell them, “ That as the command of the army was given to him, the 
“ proof of their obedience to their fbvereign was to obey their general.” 

After the review was over, the khan invited the shah to a le- 
paft. This crafty afshar, as if he had learnt from that maftcr of 
treachery mir vais, how to carry his treafon into execution*, though 
Lis pTirpofe was not bloody j had prepared this fnare to entangle his fo- 
vereign. Whether fatigue or the infufion of a drug helped to oveijjpvver 
tlie king; a finall quantity of wine intoxicated him. Under tlicfe cir- 
cuinfiances, tliis unhappy prince was an objed: of die deriiion of the 
general’s crc.atures; and in this condition he ordered him to be removed 
to an apartment in the gardens of uazarjerib, there to be kept under 
a flrong guard. The king’s attendants, who infified on tliCL^right of 
taking charge of his raajefty’s perfon, were feized by the guard.s, and put 
under confinement. 

TiEHMAS KouLi KHAN having corrupted the great officers of Ifate, as 
well as his owm generals, called an aflembly the next day, which he ha- 
rangued to this effedl : “ All the world knows how much I have the 
“ intereft of my country at hearty and how prodigal I have been of my 
“ life to advance the welfare of it. We have feen, by the late reign, the 
*' fatal confcquencee which attend a weak and pufilanimous condud: : and 

fiaall we be idle fpedators of our owm ruin? Shah T..ffiHMAs has al- 
. ‘‘ ready 


f S«e Vol. III. page 47. 
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ready given us a proof of his incapacity to govern. Could a pnnce, 
“ jnfpircd with a common refolutiQn, or in any degree fenfible of the in- 
“ tereft of his fulyedis, have made fo fcandalous a peace with the Turks: 
“ a people, who have adopted it as a principle of their politics, as well 
“ as religion, to pillage and lay wafte this' country ? There is no king 
“ but he, who being worthy of a crown wears it with dignity 3 let us 
“ haflen to dethrone a prince, whofe weaknefs and cowardice will foon 
“ plunge us into thofe misfortunes, out of which we are but juft re- 

covered. We have in his fon an heir of the true line, who under 
“ the condud of wife tutors will learn the art of government. In the 
" mean while the kingdom may be ruled by a regency, who have the 
“ honour and intcreft of their country at heart." 

This difeourfe met with all the applaufe from thofe who were intirely 
his creatures, which his moft fanguine expectations could fuggeft ; he 
then demanded of the aflembly, what ftrould be done further with the 
king ; this queftion alarmed them a little, fearing a defign of putting him 
to death, which they w'ould hardly have been wicked enough to confent 
to. They made anfwcr, that nothing more was neccilary to be done; 
hovi't^t^T) upon maturer deliberation, to prevent the diforders which miglit 
arife from his being near Isfahan > it was agreed, that he ftiould be re- 
moved to •fomc remote part in the eaftern provinces of the empire ; and 
he was accordingly fent to sebsawar % under a ftrong convoy of ous- 
BEGS and AFGHANS of the SUNNI religion. 

The next debate turned upon his fucceftbr. As they let out on pre- 
tended principles of equity, and the general himfelf had declared, he 
meant to preferve the diadem to the royal line in the perfon of the young 
ABAS, it could hardly be expedled, even in this corrupt aftembly, there 
ftiould be a fiingle perfon who dared to propofe any other than the in- 
fant prince. Some of the moft abandoned however, declared there 
was none fo proper as the general hiiftfelf^, as the circumftances of the 
ftate required a prince who was capable of conduiling an army. The 
KHAN rebuked them with an air of indignation; alledging, that the 

hert^iitary 

* A uty in KlIQRASAN. 
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hereditary rights of princes were facred, fo long as they took no ftep to I731. 
injure the people whom they govern*'. He was indeed already poffelTed 
of an unlimited power, and might have embraced *fo favourable a con- 
junfture to grafp at the crown y but he could not be ignorant, that fuch 
an attempt would be attended with fome danger. There muft have been 
great numbers in his army, who were not yet entirely devoted to his ler- 
vicej nor could the reputation of his exploits have fo firmly eftabliflied 
his charader, as to countenance fo daring an attempt. We cannot fay 
that his ambition yielded to his policy, but that he feafoned both with 
patience, till his army fhould be more accufiomed to his authority, and 
receive more demonftrativc proofs of his abilities. 

The apprehenfions of an infurredtion had induced the general to caufe 
a proclamation to be made in the city, that no perfons Ihould flir out of 
their houfes ; but as foon as he difeovered that the neighbourhood of the 
army kept the people in fufficient awe, and that the unfortunate t^ehmas 
had no adherents who dared to oppofe his pleafure, he revoked thofe 
orders, and bufinefs went on as ufual. Preparations were now made for 
the inauguration of the young prince abas. T.®hmas kouli KH^jssJ^eu- 
tered Isfahan with great pomp, and going diredlly to the palace, caufed 
public notice to be given, that the khan and the grbat of]ic.ers of the 
crown had declared shah tashmas incapable of holding the reins of 
government j and therefore they had chofeli his Ton a*bas, the third 
of that name, emperor of Persia. 

The young infant was accordingly brought out in his cradle, and the 
diadem fixed to the right lide of his head, as a mark of his fovereignty j 
the general himfelf firft took the oath of allegiance on the khoran, and 
proftrated himfelf in homage to the new kings all the other great officers 
followed his example. 

Kouli khan and his creatures now gave the law, not fo much in 
form of a regency, as in confe(^uence of - their offices. He had ac- 
quired the afccndency, and was in fa< 5 l the fovereign. Orders were fent 
to all the provinces, to notify the acceffion of ab as III. to the tlironej 

VoL. IV. K and 
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Inch officers were appoiated for the refpeAiV4 govern 
fuited the pieafure and intereffi of the general. He then celebrated his 
nuptials with the aunt of the dethroned shah. His eldeft fan, ri2;a 
KouLi, w^e have obferved, was appointed governor of khorasanj and 
his fecond fon, nezr ali, was now made governor of Herat. His 
elder brother IBRAHIM, one of the followers of his fortunes, was made a 
KUAN, and the government of tavris was afligned him. Kherman 
was conferred on his next brother. Befides thefe, many other difpofitions 
of the like nature were ma4e, and the feveral offices of moft importance 
were given to perfpns devoted to his intereft. He then confulted for the 
further advancement of his own fortune, and the gratification of his paffion 
for military glory. All thefe events palled in the month of august. 

Thus did this great wicked man, under the fpecious pretence of pro- 
moting the honour and intereft of his country, prepare the way to afeend 
the giSdy heights of his ambition. He feemed already to look down on 
thefe inftruments of his pride, as wretches who were afliduous in forging 
their own chains. 

TJi^ activity of his genius fuffered not a moment to be loft. In 
order to give the greater fapdlon to his condudl, upon the principles of 
national loye* he publifhed a manifefto, difclaiming the peace which had 
b^n lately made with the Turks* It was in a more particular manner 
addreffed to the basha of bacdat, and conceived in thefe terms: 
“ Be it JiHown to you, the basha of bagdat, that we claim an indu- 
“ bitable right of vifiting the tombs of the imams, ali, gherbellai, 
*' mAhallade, mouza, and HUSSEIN ^ We demand the delivery of 
“ ail the PERSIANS who have been taken prifoners in the late war : and 
“ as the blood of our countrymen yet fmokes, and calls upon their fove- 
“ reign for vengeance, there ought to be fo much fhed of the fubjetfts 
of the grand fignior, as thefe have fpilt of the fubjeds of the king of 
V PERSIA. We make thefe our fentiunents known,, that you may not 
“ accufe us of the diffionour of taking you by furprize. We are going 

foon 

, € 

Thefe are prophets who we held ia venmtion by arid whofo^^t^ are iiear 
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fodit *t the head of otif vi<£i;orioos army to breathe the fweet air of the 

plains of B AG oat, and to take Our repofe under the ihadow of its 
** walls.’’ 

AchmEd, basha of BACDAT, immediately acquainted the ottomam 
court of the extraordinary menace which had been fent him. The ruRKS 
being thus alarmed, the. grand vizir and the mufti were difgraced, as having 
been the chief advifers in making a peace with the Persians, at a time 
when the OTTOMAN armies were vi<florious. On the 6th of October, the 
horfe’s tail, which is the hgnal of war, was hung out at the fccaglio at 
CONSTANTINOPLE ; and the divan declared war againfl: the Persians with 
the ordinary folemnities. Orders w'ere alfo fent to equip a fleet of fliips 
on the BLACK sea, to tranfport a large body of Janiflaries and Spahis to 
TREBi SONDE, together with all kind of ammunition for the fecisrity of 
the flrong places in Georgia. The bashas of natolia and Egypt were 
ordered to fend their quotas of men to the fuccour of bagdat. At the 
feme time, achmed basha put himfelf in a condition of holding out a 
long flege. 

In the beginning of march this year, topal osman, late viietr,' and 1733’ 
now BASHA of TREBISONDE, was appointed generaliflimp of the ottoman 
array, which confifted of near 80,000 men. Tho’ the caprice of the 
TURKS liad rendered it neceflary to deprive him of his office of vizir, his 
great valour and integrity, joined to a large experience, gai^^im the 
higheft place in the efteem of his mailer the grand flgnior : and the great 
fliare he had in recommending the late pacific treaty with the per-' 
sfANS, created in him a quicker* refentment of their violation of that 
treaty. 

The grand fignlor acquainted the European courts of the caufe of 
his military preparations, in confequence of the ufurpation of t.-ehmas 
KouLi KHAN, under pretence of eleding the infant-king abas. The 
per. SI AN general affeded great unconcern at the menaces and preparation ‘ 
of the TURKS j for tho’ he knew they could fend large armies into the 
field, yet he ferupkd not to declare, that the fortune of war did not to 

K z muel’ 
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1733. much depend on numbers, as on the valpur- and experience of Ibldiers. 
He thought it his intereil however to cultivate a good underftanding with 
the RUSSIANS, and fent an em ballad or to acquaint them of theacceflion 
of ABAS the III. to the throne of the Persian empire. The court of 
ST. PETERSBURC received this embaflador with all the honour due to mi- 
nifters of his rank} and tho’ the depoling of shah t.€HMas was in itfelf 
a circumftance ungrateful to them, yet the natural intereft of Russia 
could not but render it agreeable, to find that the Turks were threatened 
to be humbled by the vidlorious troops of t,£HMas kouli khan. 

In the mean time, the Persian general having collefted all his forces 
from the eallern provinces, and engaged alfo a body of Arabians, the 
plains of hamadan were appointed for a general rendezvous. The army 
confifted of near 80,000 fighting men j and as the fortune of kouli 
KHAN, and the bravery of his men promifed fome remarkable fuccels, 
the provinces fent in their refpedlive quotas of troops with great alacrity. 
Of the grandees of the court of Isfahan, feme through hope of pro- 
motion, and others through fear of the refentment of kouli khan, were 
. induced to accompany him in this war j which anfwered a double pur- 
pol&*1?Bt him, as it prevented their caballing in his abfence, and by means 
of their influence in their relpedlive provinces, put him in a better capa- 
ci^ of carrying on the war with vigour. 

TiEHMAs KpuLi KHAN at the head of this formidable anny, began 
his march/rom Isfahan in the month of February, dire<fling his courfe 
towards hamadan. As foon as he arrived on the plains near that city, 
he made a general review of bis forces, and encouraged his men by aflur- 
ing them, that he did not doubt before it was long, he Ihould fix his 
llandards on the ramparts of Constantinople. 

The firfl; operation of the campaign was the fiege of kermansha *. 
Shah Tii'HMAs had certainly erred in his politics, in yielding up tin's 
place to the Turks, as its vicinity to Persia mull neceffarily have occa- 
fioned great jealoufies between the fubjeds, as well as the governments of 

both 

^ Tbis k a great city, wliich i>i LUkB’if map ii^dudes in ivlak agabi, but it ii generally lindcr-^ 
Aood to be in KOVROiSTAN- 
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both countries* A great part of the inhabitants were Persians j fo tiiai i 733» 
T*fiMA3 KouLi KHAN was hardly arrived there with his whole army, when 
the inhabitants opened their gates to him. The unfortunate governor was 
put to death, in return for the violence on seffie kouli khan at con- 
sTANl'iNOPLE } this cxecution was performed in the fight of the whole 
army. Several other turks had the fame fate After appointing abdal 
BAK i KHAN as governor, and leaving a garrifon of his own people in this 
city, TA5HMAS KOULI KHAN began his march towards bagd at. This 
was the favourite objedl he had in view: he knew that achmed, bash a 
of that city and its dependencies, had made the neceflary preparations for 
its defence ; but he flattered himfelf, that by taking the field fo much 
earlier than the Turks could coUe(5l an army to oppofe him, he fliould 
bring the basha to a fubmifllon. 

The TURKS had the precaution to fend detachments of their forces to 
guard the defiles on the Persian fide, which cover the plains towards the 
frontiers of bacoat. Thefe however were eafily forced ; the turks 
having neither fltill, courage, nor numbers to flop the progrefs of the 
PERSIAN army. Traverfing the great foreft between the cities men deli 
and NEZERETH, he pafied the river stnnee, on the banks of whith the 
TURKS had in vain erected feveral batteries. Then confing into the plains 
of bagdat, he crofled the river kentoul, which is a branch of the 
TIGRIS, and after a march of twenty days, he arrived the loth of April 
under the walls of BAGDAT. 

' I cannot help remarking, how fond feme \^'iitcr3 of liiilorical accounts of pirsia are of fhed- 
diiig blood : if any number of peifons are put lo death, they make whole cities jnaiiacred, Agalri, if 
an army conhlh of 50,000 men, they meution them as 100x00 ; bur thb laft v.nor fccm> to arife 
from the numerous followcif of the camp. 
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Defcription ^ bagdat. This city is befieged. The condu^ of KOVii.i 
KHAN. The vigilance of hcaiAZV> basha.* Stratagem of tovkl, os^ 
MAN. The PERSIAN defeated ’ioitb great flaugbter. hotter of 

ACHMED BASHA to the grand fignior. Great rejoicings at the otto^ 
MAN court for the victory over the Persians, Topaz* osaian fends 
bis army into quarters. 

173^. EFQRE we enter upon any circumftance relating to the fiege of 
IJ bagdat, it may afford fome light to the fiibje« 51 :, to give a iliort 
account of this famous city, in the neighbourhood of which formerly flood 
the metropolis ' of one of the moft antient and moft potent monarchies 
in the world. The place is generally called bagdat or bagdad, tho’ 
fome writers preferve the antient name of babylon. The reafon of 
thus confounding thefe two cities is, that the Tigris and Euphrates 
forming one common llream before they difembogue into the Persian 
gul^iljj^are not unfrequently mentioned as one and the fame river. It is 
certain that the prefent bagdat is fituated on the Tigris/, but the an- 
tient BABYtLQN, actording to all hiflorians facred and prophane, was on 
the EUPHRATES. The ruins of the latter, which geographical writers 
place about fifteen leagues to the fouth of bagdat, are now fo much 
effaced,->Ahat there are hardly any vdliges of them to pom t out the 
fituation. In the time of the emperor Theodosius there was only a 
great park remaining, in which the kings of Persia bred wild bealls 
for the amufement of hunting. 

Bagdat, 

® Babylon, the i'eat of the kings of assvria. ^ The waters of this river, which h 

called uiDCELiE by the Turks and Persians, arc reckoned extremely wholcfome, and not Jefs 
agreeable to the tade. This river iiliies with a great noife from .a cavern to the north of the city 
oiARBEKiR, near which there is a very good flonc bridge over it. Before it reaches this place it 
cakes in feveral other rivers, and running to the caflward is augmented by the heini, fe rpgil, 
BfCHERi, and others which come from the caft. After pafling bagdat it receives a great increafe 
from the d i a l a , and meets the t u p h r a tes not far from d g k n a s i r. Near v a s it it divide? 
into many branches, aud forms feveral iflands, called the i/Iands of the Arabian river, At^roRNA 
it again joins the Euphrates, and difembogues itfclf into the per> Ian golph billow basscRa^ 
its whole courfe being computed 400 leagues. 
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Baqdat, formerly the feat of the abbassinean caliphs, is the 173^. 
capital of iRAe-ARABi. This country is reckoned 120 leagues long 
and 80 broad, though great part of it is very poorly inhabited. It in- 
cludes feveral diflridbs, and is one of the mofl important governments in 
the ottoman empire. The city is htuated on the call fide of the Ti- 
GUIS, on the banks of which it extends about two miles. It was built 
on the ruins of the antient seleucia, near the year 760. The govern- 
ment of the CALIPHS being extindt, the city was united to the kingdom 
of PERSIA about the year 1250, but was taken by- amurath the ivth 
in 1638, and has remained under the dominion of the ottoman em- 
pire, iiotwithftanding the repeated efforts of the Persian monarchs to 
recover it. 

The fortification is compofed of lofty thick walls of brick, covered 
with earth, ftrengthened by great towers in form of baftions placed at 
certain diftances, and protected by a deep ditch, which can be filled at 
any time by the waters of the Tigris. The citadel is on the north fide, 
and commands the river. The whole fortification is furniflied with near 
200 pieces of cannon ^ The garrifon generally confifts of a body of 
ten thoufand men, and in time of war more than twice that n^rcber, 
befides the ordinary militia, which is 12,000 men. From hence it is 
eafy to conceive, that under an experienced commander this place could 
hardly be taken by an eafiern army, any otherwife than by famine. Its 
happy fituation on the Tigris is an advantage which ehables it, upon 
the apprehenfion of an enemy, to lay in a large fupply of pr^ifions. 

The fuburbs being very extenfive, and raifed on both fides of the ti- 
GRis,,there is a communication by a bridge of boats, the only one which 
that river will admit of, as it is broad and deep, and in its ordinary courfe 
Very rapid. At certain feafons it fwells to a prodigious height, and over- 
fiowiflg the country, occafions many morall'es on the fide oppofite to the 
city. Among thefe are feveral towns and villages, whofe inhabitants are 
faid to be the antient caldeans. Thefe people are of a particular reli- 
gion, 

* Thefe were formetly only fix pounders, but of late feme of them have been exchanged fe-r 
heavier. 
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1733* gion, which they pretend is that of seth : there are alfo a great number 
of ARABS in this neighbourhood, who render travelling dangerous. The 
advantage of the Tigris is fo confiderable with regard to commerce, that 
altho’ the climate is exceffive hot, and in other refpcdls far from being 
agreeable, yet there are a great number of inhabitants in this city. The 
greateft part of thefe are Persians, Armenians, and jews. The two 
lafl: occupy near half the city, and drive a confiderable trade with bas- 
$oRA% and the inland parts. The jews are the more engaged to live 
here, from a reverence to the fepulchre of the prophet ezekiel, which 
it is pretended is a day’s journey from the city. 

Taehmas kouli khan having found means to corrupt fome of the in« 
habitants of this important city, made his advances with great confidence. 
However, he was in want of artillery, and of courfe in no capacity to 
make regular approaches, had he polTelTed the fkill of an European ge- 
neral. His great bufinefs was to inveft the city, and force the inhabitants 
to a fubmiflion by famine, or fubdue them by ftratagem. Myrza khan, 
an officer of great valour and experience, who had been an early follower 
. of the fortunes of kouli khan, was fent with 10,000 men a league up 
thS’*W4;?Ris, and pafled the river near the fuburbs of kouch kalessi K 
This detachment executed their bufinefs without any confiderable lofs : 
j^er pillaging the town, they fixed their camp in that neighbourhood 
Here they found a piece of cannon of a very great fize, which the basha, 
nothwithftandihg his great circumfpecflion, had negleded to bring away, 
or render iifelefs. But this was the only battering cannon in the Persian 
army, and was by no means fufficient to make a breach, tho’ it was ufed 
with fome fuccefs, and helped to intimidate the inhabitants. 

B agpat, 

^ They have cover’d veffels called teknes, in which they bring the produce of indi a and other 
countries up the tigms. There are alfo others call’d daneks and curabs. 

* Signifies in ar abic the bird tower, ^ It is reported that the waters of the Tigris foon 

after fwell'd to a great degree, and cut off all communication from the main body of the persiak 
army : that the turrs took the opportunity to attack this ofHcer, who maintained his ground very 
gallandy ; bat being over-power’d by numbers was obliged to retreat after a confiderable lofs. And 
that this circiimltancc, in a great meafurc, contributed to the defeat of the pbrsian general fome 
time after. But what tu rks thefe were who defeated him is not fakl, unlefs it was after the»battle of 
KERKouD ; andasTOpAL osman, as well as achmid basha, arc filent on this head, I mull 
fcave MY RZA KHAN to bc difpofcd of as the reader pleafes. 



‘ Baodat* was up on both fide’s the tiorxs, by an 

army of 80,000 men, fo that neither troops, ammunition, nor provinons 
cdiild be thrown into the town. The Turkish garrifon within the vvaiis 
confifted of about 20,000 men, befides the militia. They laboured how- 
ever under the great inconveniency of having a number of Persian inlia- 
bitants, fome of whom might be fuppofed in the intcreft of the persiah 
general j fo that achmed had his attention divided both within and with- 
out the walls. But in order to prevent any evil confcquence from hence, 
tho’ the majority were much more difpofed to live under the Turkish 
government than the Persian j he caufed fome of the principal among 
them to take up their lodging in the citadel, as hoftages for the good 
behaviour of their countrymen. T^himas kouli khan having thus 
cantoned his army, and blockaded the city, expedfed to oblige aciimed 
BASHA to a furrender by famine : nor could he well have failed, if his 
vanity had not got the better of his prudence. 

Top.-\.l OSMAN BASHA, tliough an able and experienced officer, and 
zealous in the lafl degree for the glory of his mafter, and the welfare of 
his country J would hardly have been able to relieve bagdat, and 
vent its being difmembered from the ottoman empire, had the Per- 
sian general been lefs confident of his fuccefs. WhSn this lyvsiiA wms 
appointed seraskier ‘ of the ottoman army, his credit at the port wa*s 
very great i yet the fuccours and reinforcements of monny, troops, and 
ammunition, which were promifed him, were fent only in fijw* 11 propor- 
tions, and in a very irregular manner, fo that he was unavoidably obliged 
to remain f»veral months in a ftate of inadtion. 

During this interval, t^^hmas kouli khan, already anticipating his 
triumphs in imagination, wrote to the basha of Mosul, fummoning him 
to furrender, adding words to this effedt ; '‘I am informed that a certain 

TURKISH general, whpfe flow advances give me no great idea of his 

“ courage 

V General In chie ^ Meffages of defiance have been long difulcd among eu rove an 

generals^ nor would I have infected thefe, but to give fome idea of the charaftcr of Ti5iHM as kou i.i 

KHAN* 
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3. courage, has been a long time in march, intending to oppofe mjr cotii 
“ queft. Let him know, that I defire he will make more fpecd j and*^^ 

“ in order to fiiortcij his way, I will meet him with part of my forces, 

“ which are fufficicnt to make him repent qf his raflincfs. 1 will not 
only take his little army, but himfelf alfo as a child in his bechik 
Topal OSMAN being informed of this meflage, replied : “ The grand 
fignior my niafter has armies as numerous as the fands of the feas, and 
“ many chiefs to conduct his forces ; but he has chofen my feeble arm, 
with only a fmall army, to confound thy pride. It is true, I am lame*, 

“ old, and fickly, but 1 hope by the alFiftance of the Almighty, that 
“ thou wilt meet the Lite of niairod!’.’V 

In order to facilitate the juiuflion of his troops, as well as to advance 
nearer bagdat, topal osman decamped from diarbekir, and marched 
along the banks of the Tigris; he palled this river at Mosul, and con- 
tinued his march towards cherchesene. This province is fubjccT: to the 
OTTOMAN empire, and had been laid waflc by the Persians. He then 
direded his courfe to KERKOUDh a city forty leagues dillant from Mosul, 

* where the bash a of the province relides. He had feveral conliderablc 
brai^h^s of the Tigris to pafs, befides the rivers hazir, jarb, and al- 
TUN; over fome q^^-thefe he was obliged to tranfport bis troops on floats, 
wliich retarded his march 3 whilft this army was forming, by the feveral 
detachments and fmall parties which joined him from different parts. In 
this fituatbr, if KouLi khan had put himfclf at the head of a body of 
his belF troops, and at the fame time left a fufficicnt number, which Ire 
could have done, to Hop the communications to bagdat, in all pro- 
bability he might have rendered the utmoft efforts of the seraskier in- 
effedual. But his vanity betrayed him : elate with his fucceffes, which 

hitherto 

* Tills word cradle and litter; topal Osman on account of liis infirmiues bciitg obliged 

to ufe the latter. ® Total in the turk tsn language fignifies hiine, and was an appellation 

given io osman, according to the culioin in turkey, in confctiaence of a wound he received, 
W'hich really lamed him, the circumllances of which I fnall relate hereafter, P The turks 

have a fabulous tradition, that the pride of nimrod, who equalled himl'clf with coo, was cliaRifed 
by afingidar piovidcricc, iii a tly creepitig up his nofe to liis brain, with which he died in cLvcelhve 
pain; and the bash a here expreUes himfelf with humility, by way of contraft to the infiflefice of 
nouLi tcHAN. ^ This place is alfo called chkr azour, and is generally efteemed the capi- 

Hal of JCOURDUT AM, y 
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hitherto had met with no interruption, he afFeded to treat the Turks 1733 
as enemies not in the leaft formidable. 

While the Turkish army was forming, Kouni' khan erected two 
forts about two leagues from bagdat, one on each fide of the tygris, 
which communicated by a bridge of boats. He then caul’ed a great num- 
ber of houfes to be built upon the banks of the river : in fome of thefe 
the principal officers refided, and lodged their wives and houffiold : 
others were'occupied by part of the foldicry, or ufed. by futlers and ar- 
tificers, with Ihops well fupplled. The fame abundance feemed to reign 
here, as in the richeff; city in the heart of peksta. 

It is probable, that Kouni kman was adluatcd by motives of policy, 
in building thefe houfes ; for on the one hand, tliis was likely to excite 
his troops to the greater bravery, in order to fave their cffedts from being 
plundered, and their wives and children from captivity ; and, on the 
other, the turktsh garrifon might be driven to defpair, by feeing the 
enemy build a city under their walls. However, it is certain, by fiicli 
methods, and by his threatening fummons, the inhabitants were intinu- ^ 
dated to a very great degree. He let them know continually, tjaat they 
ffiould have quarter and good ufige, if they furreixfercd ; adding, that 
TOPAG OSMAN was abfolutely unable to relieve them ; and, if they obli- 
ged him to give an affault, he would make a general mallacre, or fell 
into flavery all who ffiould efcape the fvvord. The extrcihGg[ieceirity tiic 
town laboured under occafioned fuch murmurings, that it required all 
the addrefs of achmed basha to prevent an infurredtion. He was there- 
fore obliged to punifli fome, and to footh others; feigning falfe expreffes 
from TOPAL OSMAN, that he was in full march, and juft on tlie point of 
relieving them. 

The inhabitants were llkewife intimidated by the ftratagems of kouli 
KHAN, who often fent from his camp in the night detached parties of 
fcveral thoufands, both horfe and foot, with orders to make a long round, 
and enter the camp another way, with colours flying, as if they were 
frefli ’reinforcements. To infuk the mifery of the inliabitants, as if he 

L 2 knew 
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733. ‘knew their diftrefs, he fent achmep basiia a prefent of fome carts load 
of water melons, defiring him to divert his hunger. Achmed returned 
his compliments, apd fent a handfome prefent of the heft bread j obferv- 
ing, that with fuch he made a Ihift to gratify his own hunger, and that 
of the citizens. Indeed the rasha played his part fo well, that kouli 
KHAN w’as really ignorant to what an extremity the city was reduced. 
The vigilance and abilities of the governor, had hitherto defeated the 
arts of the Persian general i but matters were at laft brought to fuch an 
extremity, after being blocked up three months, that no kind of necef- 
farics could have been procured for four days longer j fo that the town 
mufi: have inevitably fallen into the hands of a cruel and enraged enemy. 

Topal OSMAN, having now increafed his army to near 80,000, in his 
march to kerkoud had taken two Persian prifoners. He ordered 
them to be brought before him, treated them civilly, and enquired if they 
were well acquainted with the by-roads and private ways to bagdat. 
Upon their anlwering in the afiirmative, he told them, that as upon that 
account they were much fitter for his purpofe than any of his own people, 
' who would certainly be taken ; if they w'ould undertake lb bold an adion, 
and deliver a letter into the hands of achmed bash a, the governor of 
bagdat, he would give each of them a thoufand fcquins before they fee 
mt i and that they might exped greater rewards if they proved faithful, 
as the letter was of the greatefi: confequence. However he demanded 
of them tp^fwear fidelity to him, to which they confented. The letter 
was to this effed ; “ As I have not yet been joined by all the troops I 
“ exped, I am obliged to march very flowly, in order to give the reft 
" time to come up, before I am too near to taihmas kouli khan, 
“ againfl; whom I am not yet able to make head j therefore I defire you 
will have ftill fome farther patience : keep yourfelf clofe within your 
walls, .and hufband, to the beft advantage,, what provifions and nccef- 
“ furies arc yet left.” 

The two PERSIANS were no honefter than heexpeded : they received 
their frquins, and haftened to the camp of kouli khan, in hopes of a 
fiuther reward from their own generak Tlie letter produced all the effeds 

ther 
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the SERASKIER could defire. The expedations of Tu^ehmas kouh' 1733* 
KHAN fwelled to the higheft degree j and in the triumph of his imagi- 
nation he looked upon the seraskier as already vaaquiflied. 

By the firft motions of topal osman’s army towards kerkoud, it 
feemed as if he had intended to go diredily to baodat ; but as he rnuft 
have been obliged to pafs thro’ a barren defert, where the troops would 
have fudered greatly, he returned to the allan, where that river dif- 
charges itfelf into the Tigris : the army then marched by the moun- 
tain of GEOEAR along the Tigris, till they came to duljeiluck 
' about twelve leagues from bagdat. 

Ttehmas kouli khan having advice of the march of the Turks, 
detached tliirty thoufand men, moftly cavalry, hoping that the enemy, by 
the favour of the night, as they were pitching their tents, or decamping,, 
might be furprized. The general of the detachment having taken two 
TURKISH prifoners, who reported tliat topal osman had an army of 
above 100,0001110115 this determined him to acquaint kouli khan of 
his information 5 and that not being willing to venture againft a force fiid ^ 
to be fo powerful, he waited his orders. Kouli khan, upon tips, im- 
mediately marched at the head of his forces, wiiick^werc near 70,000, 
leaving a coniiderable body of his men' before bagd.\t. * 

The TURKISH army decamped the evening of the i8th of July, and 
marched towards kerkoud, near which the seraskier prdpofed^to en- 
camp. About fun-rifing, the advanced guard of the Turkish army, 
commanded by boulad achmed, basha of adene, met a detachment 
of the PERSIANS, and a fkirmidi enfued. Had the seraskier been dif- 
pofed to adl: on the ddenfive, the antient bed of the Tigris was before 
him, which formed a deep folTec j but he chofe to favour the .Ipirit of 
his troops : and tho’ it was attended with fcnic diiHculty, he paiTcd this 
ditch with his army and artillery, flaviiig reached the plain, he ranged 
his forces in battalia, in tlie form of a creicent, dividing them into five 

ditFcrent 

\ Called alfo d-vgkuri;. ’ This boily ts f.ud to have been lO, coo, and wc accordingly 

fiiid they were put to flight immaliatcly wiicri the tu rks lallied out. 
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* 733 ' different bodies. He himfelf commanded the troops of Romania Mn 
the center,) abdallah aga was at the head of the right wing with the 
Janiffaries; the kourds, and other different tpops, under Ibrahim, late 
basha of coNiE, forming the left wing. Mabommed basha com- 
manded in the rear. 

T/F.hmas KOI^LI KHAN had hardly time to make a difpofition of his 
forces j and his ground w'as full of hillocks of find : however, he divided 
his men into ten different columns. As he had intended to make the 
attack, he was a little difconcerted in feeing the basha of adene, with 
the TURKISH cavalry tiiat compofcd their van-guard, advance upon him 
with great fury j yet his prefence of mind was not wanting : he animated 
his men, and cxpofed himfelf fo greatly to danger in the heat of the 
action, that he had two horfes killed under him. 

At length the Turkish cavalry gave way, and were puflied as far as 
their infintry j but thefc made fo good a countenance, that the fury of 
the PERSIANS was flopped. The Persians thus appearing fuperior, fome 
of the TURKISH officers counfelled tlie seraskier to make a retreat to 
'his..camp ; to which he declared, that he would rather perilli than do 
any thihg that had the appearance of flight. He then ordered the troops 
of ROMAi^iA in tile center, and the Janiflaries in the right wing, to be 
■*Tc;d up aguinff the center of the Persian army, confifting of 1 5,000 foot, 
which foon g^ve way. 

.V' 

The- kourds, and other different people, who compofed the left 
wing of the turrish army, and whole chief attention was to wait 
an opportunity of pillage, were now^ induced to fall on the right 
wing of the Persians : thefc maintained their ground very gallantly 
for fome time. Nadir had taken the precaution not only to break 
up the ways towards Mosul ", but alfo to fend a detachment of 3000 

ARABS, 

^ Thefe F’jRoi't AN Turks are cllemed the braveft. ” Near this place is a very remark- 

able ruin, in wiiicU i , an arch, that appears tu have been the frontifpit-ce of a great temple, v^-hich 
the inhabitants, who deal in the marvellous, imagine to be part of njnhvhh, and that it was buiJc 
by N JNus the Ton of or belus ; they ihew in the neighbourhood the place wdiere/he pro- 

phet JONAS inhabited, in honour of whom they liavc built a little chapel, which they vjfjt with 

dev-otion : 
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ARABS'^, fuppbrted by as many Persians, to guard the paffes on that’ 1733- 
fide, againft the bastia of that place, in cafe he fliould attempt to aflift 
TOPAL OSMAN : but the BASHA advanced, and having found means to 
corrupt the arabs, thefe not only abandoned the pafs, but joining the 
TURKS, obliged the Persians -to retire ; and then advancing with him, 
fell upon the main body of the Persians in flank, whilll: the whole 
TURKISH army were already engaged. Tlie Persians could not fup- 
port the fliock : t^ehmas kouli khan did all that was poflible to rally 
them, but in vain. The ftandard-bearer *, either through fear, or being 
clofely piefied, rode off tlie field ; and a total rout enlued. 

The feene of this adion being a fandy plain, and the duration of it 
not lefs tiian eight hours, the Persians were fo much fitigued, that 
tlieir flight was rendered the more difficult. Clouds of duft, with the 
fcorching heat of the weather, without a poffibility of getting water, 
added to tlreir dhlrcfs, and expofed them the more to be flaughtcred by 
their purfuers. Their lofs upon this occafion, was not lefs than 30,000 
men, cavalry and infantry ; with all their baggage, their camels, and 
hurquebulTes. The latter did very little execution, in comparifon to 
TURKISH artillery. 

The number of prifoners taken by the turks amounted* to abou-t 

3000: their vidory however cofl: them dear, for they loft near as many 
men as the Persians. Topal osman aferibed the glory 'feC. this day to 
the bravery of abdallah, the kiaya, and the Janiftaries, whom he 
led on to adion. Abdallah being quite fpent with fatigue, fainted in 
the field j the good topal osman fupported him in his arms, and when 
he recovered, afllired him that the grand fignior ftiould be informed of 
his merit, and how much the vidory, under God, had been owing to 
him, and to the bravery of the foldiers he commanded. The seraskier 
then difpatched meflengers to diarbekir, bagdat, and other govern- 
ments, 

devotion: their tradition concerning t]ie prophet differs riOt much from that of the feripture, 

Thir# circumilance is net mentioned by thofe who are of the TURliJSH iuterdl, but b nou, 1 
believe, without foundation; becaufc, \vc do not find that ha dir ever afterwards chofc tliek 
pcffidiotis alliance* * See Vol. I. page 248. 
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fnents, as well as to Constantinople, with an account of the fuccefs 
of the OTTOMAN arms. 

In the mean while, aciimed bash a, with his ganifon at bagdat, 
fallicd out, and attacked the Persians, whom kouli khan had left in 
their entrenchments : they made a gallant defence, but were at length 
obliged to yield to numbers. Here the befieged found a fupply of corn 
and other provifions, which was in the higlieft degree W'elcome to them 
after fo much diftrefs. 

Achmed no fooner received the joyful news of topal osman’s lignal 
victory, than he alfo dlfpatched a meflenger to Constantinople, to 
inform his mafter the grand lignior of the date of affairs in that great 
city. As this letter appears to be genuine, and gives an idea not only 
of the circumflances in which the Turks were, but likewife of the 
ORIENTAL manner of writing, it may perhaps be acceptable. 

** May God be ever praifed and bleffed ; for, by his grace, the com- 
mahder of the fultan's armies, the ever invincible topal osman 
^BASHA, on whom may the mofl high ever flied his bounties; and 
“ may he find mercy before the throne of God, at the founding of the 
trumpeC. He has delivered us from the afBiiSHons we have fuffered, 
“ fince we were befieged by the Persian armies. The diflrefs of the 
“ garrifon api inhabitants of this city was incredible ; and is beyond de- 
feription. Wc were furrounded ; we were blocked up ; we were cn- 
“ compaffed for the fpacc of a w’hole league. During three long months, 
“ TAEHMAS KOULI KHAN, with a body of his troops, pitched his tents 
‘ at IMAN A2EM, on the fide of the Tigris towards Persia, about half 
“ a league from the city, where he fortified himfelf with ftrong lines and 
redoubts ; and ufed all means to frighten us to a furrender. 

Sometimes he detached part of his troops, without our being able 
‘‘ to perceive it ; and ordered them to enter another quarter of his camp, 
“ with drums beating, and colours flying, and with the found of trum- 
“ pets, as if they were frefli forces coming from all quarters to his af- 
4 “ fiflance. 
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fiftance. He built forts on each fide the Tigris, well mounted witfi 1733. 
“ artillery j fo that all communication was cut off. He was continually 
" fummoning us to furrender j offering good terms.if we would capita- 
“ late, and threatening us, with the fword and captivity if we delayed; 

“ endeavouring to excite the people to mutiny. Your Have took every 
'' method to keep up their fpirits; J held afiembties of the pecjple of 
“ war ; I told them from time to time that I liad advice from the invin- 
cible TOPAL OSMAN BASUA, Oil wliom may the bleflir.gs of God de- 
” feend, that he v/as at fucli a place, and would foon come and pour 
“ upon the enemy the irrefifiible force of the ottoman arms, ever 
vidlorious, and we fhould foon be delivered. 

“ On the full dav of the moon sefer tiic vizir tofal osman 
“ BAsifA feat me an exprefs from kerkoud, by which 1 received his 
liigh commands, letting me know tliat he was arrived at that place, 

“ 1 immediately read his letter publicly, that all the people and inhabi- 
“ tarns might be acquainted with the news ; they would hardly believe 
“ the letter to be genuine; I was obliged to fhew it to every one, that 
“ they might with their own eyes view the fealluid hand- writing of 
great commander, and prevent their dcfjiair. ^ ' 

‘‘ On thefourtli of* sefer in the morninci:, t/fhmas kouli kT-ian rann:c'L— 

“ his army in battle array, and marched towards vug ium, leaving a large 
body of his troops beliind him to block us up. As our gurl- 

f‘ foil and the inhabitants of the city were informed of tliis, theif'anxicty 
“ was renewed. Sometimes tlicy were clamorous to have the gates 
opened, that they might lally forth : fometimes they were determined 
to wait for further news : every one, men and women, young and 
“ old, continued without intermiflion, their liands clalped, and their eyes 
“ turned to heaven, befeecliing God and his prophet to grant fuccefs to 
“ our arms. 


<C 


“ On the ninth ^ of sefer, jufl: at break of day, as we w'cre lying in 
the duff, offering our prayers to God, we perceived on the fide of the 
* q “ defart. 


The 1 3th of JULY. 

VoL. IV. 


^ The 2\i\ of jUbv. 


* The 1 6th of JULY, 

M 
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^733* ®od towards the gate karani capsi, an officer with twenty- 

“ five horfe-men, with their fabres in their hands. They cried with a 
“ loud voice, and faid, open to us the gates, for we bring good tidings 
“ to ACHMED BASHA. At firft your Have believing them to be fpies, 
doubted to give them entrance. But as the aga who commanded them 
“ was known to feveral people from the walls, I cauled the gate to be 
opened. As foon as he was entered, they began to call aloud, O in- 
habitants of bagdat forget your forrows and rejoice, for the great and 
“ mighty commander topal osman basha, has entirely vanquiflaed the 
army of the Persians ; he has cut in pieces 60,000 of the enemy ' : 
i\EHMAS Koui.i KHAN is fied undifiinguilhed among tliofe whom our 
V fabres could not reach. 


“ The officer then delivered to me the letter which the invincible vizir 
had wrote, imparting to me the news of his vidlory. No fooner was 
this fpread abroad, than the whole city feemed as people rifen from 
tlie dead : they faid with one common voice, let us fall upon the re- 
mains of the Persians before they have time to fly. The garrifoii 
aflembled with the principal inhabitants of tlie city, and your flavc at 
“ their head, fell upon the Persians j we poured in upon them like 
the mig^hty torrelfts, like the thunder of the waters of the Almighty j 
they refilled for foine time, but at length gave way to our viftorious 
“ arms, and fell under the edge of our fabres. All their artillery, am- 
munition '^nd provifions, which were in great abundance, by the fa- 
“ vour of the prophet came into our poflTelfion. 

“ A great number of people wdio had no horfes, and others who were 
too old to bear arms, bowing their heads, and crolfing their arms, 
“ and covering themfelves with the drefs of the grave, having in a moft 
“ fupplicant manner cried for mercy j my bowels were moved with com- 
“ paffion towards them, I pitied their condition, and ordered that quar- 
“ ter fiiould he given them, with liberty to retire. As for thofe wha 
“ fled over the plains, it was no longer a fight, it was a hunting in the 

“ foreft, 

• V/e m^y allow people to magnify thetr faccefs extremely on fuch an occafion. a$ this ; and this 
happens to be doable the number which the rMKsiMm really loll. 
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** foreft, a chace of the beafts of the defart. Our vidorious troops cutting 1 73 3 < 
“ down every thing before them, purfued the enemy with the fword. 

The next day we returned thanks to God and his prophet: wc 
“ planted on the walls the* ftandards of the vanquiflied enemy, with all 
the other trophies of our vidlory. After the public rejoicings and 
thankfgivings were over, we buried in their tombs fuch of our people 
“ as had the glory to receive the crown of martyrdom. We then cut 
“ off the heads of all the enemy who were flain; we piled them in 
“ heaps on the field of battle j and threw the bodies into the Tigris. 

“ The day after, the great and mighty conqueror, topal osman basha, 

“ arrived with his vidtorious army at imam azem, the fuburbs of bag - 
“ DAT, whither the people of all ranks, young and old, ran to lick the 
dull of his feet. 

“ The day following, I, your flave, accompanied by the bash as and 
“ great officers here, with my whole retinue, and all the principal iii- 
habitants of bagdat, went with the great seraskier, and returned 
“ thanks in the mofque of imam azem, for the vidlories obtained, and^ 
for the end of our great afflidlions. I fend you this account, qnder thd 
providence of God, by chassoucar aga, who.*?!, may the Almighty 
** fafely condudl.” • 

Topal osman remained with the Turkish army two days on the field 
of battle burying the dead : this vidtory coft very dear, not only^ by the 
death of fo many common foldiers, but alfo by the lofs of many perfons 
of great diftindlion. The wounded, who were in great numbers, he 
fent to MOSUL, Among thefe he found the father-in-law and nephew 
of KOULI KHAN, wliom he treated with great generofity j and after their 
wounds were dreffed, he fent them to the Persian general, with fome 
propofitions concerning a peace To the latter no reply was made ; but 
he acknowledged his obligations to the seraskier for the humane treat- 
ment of his relations, and that he hoped 'ere long to return the obliga- 
tion after the fame manner. 

M 2 . The 

» Others mention their having been fent to coNsrAMTiNOPi.* ; but 1 belioTC osman 

fought to appeafe rather thsin to enrage Kovti «;han. 
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*733* * TURKISH general no fooner received a report of the clrGumftances 

of his own army after the battle, than he fent one of his favourite officers 
to coNSTANTiNOPi,,E with the news of his vidory, which was received 
with all poflible demonftrations of joy, and rnagnified beyond the truth. 
The fpirit of the court however was a little damp’d, when a fecond meffen- 
ger from the general arrived eight days afterwards, to acquaint the grand 
iignior, that the army was in great diftrefs for want of provifions, the coun- 
try round BAGDAT having been ruined by the Persians ; and moreover, 
that tho’ he had been vidorious, yet his Ioffes were fo great, that he re- 
quefted an immediate and large fupply of recruits ; that as for himfelf, his 
age and infirmities were fuch, that he begged his highnefs would give the 
command of the army to one more able to ferve him, as the duty required 
all the llrength of youth, as well as the experience of old agej for he 
forefaw that kouli khan would foon return with a numerous army, 
when he ffiould not be in fo good a condition to receive him as before. 

This news w'as however fuppofed to be in a great meafure owing to 
the modeffy of the basha j fo that inflead of making ffich proviffon as 
been reprefented as neceffary, they loaded him with new honours 
which 'he did not defire. His fon-in-law was made beglerseg of 
ROMANIA, and his'fbn a basha of three tails : he had alfo leave to difpofe 
* ^ ^of all military employments, and to diffribute rewards according to the 
merit of his officers ; and if he ffiould think it moft for the honour and 
lafety^f the empire, he miglit alfo negotiate a peace. To thefe great 
honours and fignal inffances of the confidence repoled in him, were added 
the higheft commendations of his valour and condud:. 

In the mean time, the court would not be perfuaded, that after fo 
fignal vidory there could be fuch a neceffity of filccours as the basha 
reprefented: the fight of the three thoufand Persian prifoners filled 
their mind fo much with the idea of conqueft, and a fond perfuafion of 
the diftreffed condition of the Persian array, that a fufficient care was 
not taktjn to anfwer the demands of the seraskier. The great dlffance 

of 

’’ Or thePi occafions the TURKifiu generals give their meflengers a golJen ornament, in* form of 
Si i whli three points, b;, which means the people where he pafi’es arc to underftand he h the: 
nu'iicrigcr of vidoty cr ^cod news. 
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of the army, and the poverty of the ftate, was a farther reafon why the 1733 
court was fo remifs, whilft their general fecmed to be the only man who 
knew how much the ftrength and valour of the enemy was to be dreaded. 

He had accordingly made fuch a difpofition of his troops in the neigh- 
bouring country, as was neceflary to their fupport, with orders to aflemble 
in the plains near bagdat the end of august, himfclf, with 30,000 
men, remaining at kerkoud. 


C H A P. XI. 

TiEHMAS KOULi prepares for another action : his Jlratagem. To- 

PAE OSMAN obliged to Continue in his command. Polteak kasha aban- 
dons the pojl o/takajak. Topal osman collets his forces, and meets 
the PERSIANS. Battle of LKILAM the 22^ of OCTOBER. Second battle 
rf EEiLAM. Topai, OSMAN killed, and the Turkish army routed. 
Abuaeeah KOUPROEI, DASHA 9^' CARio, appointed generalijjimo, 

/• II M A S KouEi KHAN retired with the remains of his army'to 

a H AMADAN : having been always accuflomedlto vidlory, he was the 
more fenlibly affedted by his defeat, efpecially as there was raafon to fear 
that his glory was nipped, at the very time when to appearance it was ripen- 
ing to its full maturitjr. However, as no reverfe of fortujie could fubdue 
.his mind, he feemed yet to triumph in the aflurance of future fuccefs j and 
the perfeef knowledge he had, how dear the enemy had purchafed their 
vidlory, atid that the treacherous condudl of his Arabian allies had been 
the chief caufe of the difafter which befel him ; he encouraged his fol- 
diers, applauded their condudt, and commended their valour, in the fame 
flattering terms, as if he had been himfelf the vidtor. He acknowledged 
the miftakes he had committed in terms the molt engaging 5 being con- 
vinced that part misfortunes can be retrieved only by future condudl. 
He made his own and that of the army one common caufe j and by re- 
minding them of their valour upon fb , many occafions, he aflared them 
they fliould have fuch an opportunity of revenging themfclvcs, as fliould 
7 intirely 
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33. iutirely efface the remcnibrance of an accidents for which they were no 
way to blame. Thus he ingratiated himfelf with the common foldiers, 
as well as the officers, in fuch a manner, that he kept the army in 
good fpirits, and without the lead: rebalance to try their fortune in an* 
other battle. 


As a proof of what he had advanced, he was hardly arrived at ha- 
MAOAN, when he wrote to achmed basha, the governor of bagdat, 
that notwithflanding his misfortunes in the laft campaign, he did not in 
the lead hold himfelf as vanquifhed > that he was fenfible of the faults 
he had committed, and intended to mend them : and as he was deter- 
mined to make war like a generous enemy, therefore he acquainted 
him, that he might be prepared ; for that early next year he would take 
the field with a more numerous and powerful army than the former, and 
meet him once more at bagdat. 


How odentatious foever fuch a meflage might feem, it not only ferved 
to keep his foldiers in fpirits, but alfo as a dratagem to deceive the 
TURKS ; for tilo’ they might deem fuch menaces not entirely as an effedt 
»t.his vanity, with regard to his intentions of returning into turkey, yet 
they did not dream that his real defign was to fall on them before the winter 
came on. For this purpofe he fent to Isfahan for recruits, and command- 
-ed his fecond fon nesr ali, the governor of Herat, to join him with all 
the forces under his command. Thus he foon completed an army, very 
near equal to fiSat with which he had made his late expedition intoTURKEv. 

. Achmed, basha of BAGDAT, had too much penetration to be ig- 
norant of the genius of the Persian general, and too good intelligence 
to doubt of his intentions of returning into turkey j but whether that 
fhould happen fooner or later, he took all poffible care to put the city 
m a date of defence, and to bring a fupply of provifions by means of the 
TIGRIS, which he could not colled near his own diftrid, the province 
for many leagues round bagdat having been kid wafte. 

ToPj 4 b OSMAN on his part was ftill in want of ammunition and other 
ftecelTaries for his army, and in no conffition to ad ofFenfively a^ainft 

4 PERSIA; 
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Persia : he therefore contented hiinfelf with fending poul a k basha*, 
with fix thoufand men, to take poffeffion of the pafs of takajak, 
which is the entrance into turkey on the fide of h^madan. 

Affairs were in this fituation, when advice arrived at kerkoud, that 
the fon of ta-hmas kouli khan was upon his march to the afliftance 
of his father, with a large body of Afghans and abdollees. The 
seraskier difpatched a courier to the port with this intelligence, repre- 
fenting to the miniflers, as he had often done before, the neceffity there 
was of fending large fupplies of men, money, and ammunition to the 
army intended to act againft kouli khan. He earneflly requcfted at 
the fame time, that in confideration of Ins age and infirmities, they would 
allow him to refign the command of the army in favour of achmed 
RASHA, wlio in all refpedls was fitter than himlclf to difcharge the duties 
of fuch an important truft. 

The grand fignior, in confideration of his requefi, and his great fer- 
vices, had adlually determined to comply with his defire, and appointed 
him BASHA of cuTAYA*, and BEGLERBEG of NATOLiA. The difpo- 
fition for thefe changes was already made, when a frefh courier arrived 
at the feragllo from topal osman, with advice tljat the Persians had 
forced the pafs of takajak, and that their general was in full march at 
the head of a mighty army ; requefting that they would immediately 
order the fuccours, which he had fo often and fo warmly follicited. 

• An extraordinary divan was held upon this lubjetfl; tlie difpolition of 
tliofe changes juft mentioned was fufpended, and topal osman ordered 
to continue in his command of the army. 

PouLAK BASHA had been fent by the seraskier with 6000 men, to poft 
himfelf at takajak, which is the pafs on the frontier of turkey. Ac- 
cordingly he took pofl'eflion of it with his troops. On the, 12th of October, 
KOULi khan’s AFGHANS advanced towards him : the bash a having nc- 
gleiled to fortify his poft, or ftruck with a panic, retired wltl| his men, 
and abandoned this important pafs to the enemy. The seraskeier was 
filled* with fuch indignation and refentment, that he would have ordered 

his 

« ThU is a diftrlft about tlucc days jounicy fiora con^tantjnopjl!:. 


^ 733 * 
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73 3. Kis head to be ftnicfc off in the fieldi tiotwithftandlng He had behaved 
gnllandy in the battle of kerkoud, if fcvenil of the moft diftinguiflved 
ofnccrs, who were in great cfteetn vvith him, had not begged his life. 

Topal OSMAN now found hiinfelf in a very dangerous fituation ; a 
fierce and formidable enemy was advancing on him,^wllilfi: the fuccours 
he had follicited from the port, he knew by experience, were not to be 
depended on : the basha of syria was his particular friend, and exerted 
hiinfelf in coUct'iing ail the forces poflible 5 but thefe were not lufFicient. 
Syria was once a powerful kingdom, and could of iticlf fend large 
armies into the heidj but fince it has been under the dominion of the 
TURKS, it is fo far ruined, that the basha could hardly collect 12000 
infantry, with a fmali body of huriej neither of which had any reputation 
as foldiers. The skraskif.r had alfo colledcd feveral bodies of forces 
from MOSUL tho’ the inhabitants bad been fo terrified at the approach 
of a PERSIAN army, tliat numbers were difpofed to flight, till they found 
thcmlelves furrounded by roving arabs, and oilier enemies j they re- 
folved therefore to alTiH in the common caufc of their country, and en- 

avour to withfland the torrent of the Persian arms. In the mean 
while, 6ie garritbn y)f diarbekir was alio fent to join 'EopXe osm an, 
and forne .tribes of the Arabians, who had been of fuch fervicc in the 
’'affair of kerkoud. 

The sERASkxiER, in order to facilitate the jundfion of his forces, march- 
ed to rhe plains of aronia, near the city mendeli, where he muflerevi 
near 100,000 men; happy .for die TURK'S if they had been all equal 
in difeipliue and valour to the Persian troops. Here the prudent 
topal OSMAN entrenched his army in an advantageous lituation, 
to prevent a furprize, and enable him to adl as circumftances might 
require. 

Ta.umas KouLi KHAN being informed of tlie fituation of the Turks, 
maiclicd. dircclly towards them, and arrived within fight of their army 

■ ■ ' the 

^ This is a grvat city fixty leagues abov'c iiAGi>AT, and forty below diarbekir, on the wellcrn 
lanki oi ihc Tigris, it is near the anticiU kinhveh, vfiiich at prefent is but a heap of andiilinguiilied 
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th? 2 ift of OCTOBER. In the mean while, he ordered a detachment to 1733. 
make a circuit by the foreft of nezereth, and by paifing the tigeis 
intercept a rich caravan going for Smyrna and aleppo, and then to join 
him near the plains of aronia, which they performed 

On the 22d of OCTOBER, TOPAL OSMAN BASHA acquainted his officers, 
tliat he propofed to keep in his trenches on the defenfive j but at the 
fime time let his troops know, that fuch as were difpofed, might ffiir- 
miffi with the enemy. 

The Janiflsries of Cairo, and foine troops of Romania, who had not 
been in the battle of kerkoud, thought their honour concerned to per- 
form fome lignal adlion ; and being joined by fome other of the troops, 
and by the arabs, whom the seraskier had taken into his pay, they 
filHed from the entrenchments, and attacked the Persians. The foil 
was dry and daily to a great degree ; the wind favoured the turks, and 
they took the proper advantage of it. They came to an engagement, or 
rather a jficirmifli, which laded about four hours. The seraskier per- 
ceiving his men had the fuperiority, gave orders for others to join them j 
this determined the fortune of the day j fo that the pJ'Rsians retreated to- 
wards LEiEAAt, about hve leagues from kerkoud, leaving upon the Ipot 
near 4000 *' men. * . _ 

We are left a little in the dark, witli regard to that engagement which 
went by the name of the battle of letlam ; tho’ this placfc, reported to 
be within five leagues of kerkoi^d, mud confequcntly have been twenty 
or thirty leagues from the plains of aronia k The Persian general now 
prepared for a decilive droke ; he had fought the fird battle in his own 

name 

* Tliis was not the caravan which had been locked up in t ago at during the Hegc, as fome ac- 
counts pretend. Some make the lofs here mucii greater. Jt was repiefented at con - 

stant 1 not le as a fecend victory, tho' the court was too prudent to rejoice. It feems to me to be 
little more than a {kirmiih previous to the file of tlie ottoman army Jtowever, it is certain, that 
KOXJLi khan’s army futTered cm this occahon. *■ We may reconcile the diiTcrent account:, 

by fuppoling it to be between both places, for the plains of a r o y 1 a extend near i.eiiuam, 'I’he 
deferipdon of battles properly belongs to foldiers, and few of thefe give us a good account of v;ha: 
palfcs atiour very doarSj fo that we mull fappofe a great deal with regard to tlicfc remoter feenes ^ 

more than is relatevl. 

VOL.IV. N 
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*'733.’ gciieml j the fecond was m the name of the young king sha» 

abas hi. Both thefe being viafuccefsful, the army began to be fuper- 
(Utious. Kouw KHAN therefore rcfolved to make his dectfive blow inr 
the name of shah taihmas''. He chofe an advantageous lituation to the 
eaft, intending to make the attack early the next morning y and the fun 
fhining in the face of the enemy, he might receive from thence the ad- 
vantage which the TURKS enjoyed four days before, with regard to the 
wind. At day break, the 26th of October, he advanced at the head of 
20,000 of his beft troops, and fell upon the van-guard of the Turkish 
army, which had made fome approaches towards him : this attack was- 
fo well conduifled, that in a fbort time he pierced through this body of 
the TURKS. The battle then became general on both fides. The turks 
began fopn to give way, which put their army in fome confulion. To- 
BAi. OSMAN was not wanting in the duties of a brave and experienced ge- 
neral ; he brought his men up to the charge more than once, but the 
PERSIANS, had the afccndeiicy, and repulfed them with great llaughter. 
The S,ERASK 1 ER was fatigued with rallying his people, and perceiving 
the difordex of his army, put himfeif at the head of the JanilTaries, and 
"^{puted the vidlory witli as much bravery, as the importance of the 
occadon could infpircj till at length, two mulquet-balls pierced his body, 
and he dropt dead from his horfe. 

Thus fell the brave topal osman, one of the greateft ftatefmen and 
generals, and a man of the moll integrity, of any in the ottomai^ em- 
pire. His fall determined the fate of the Turkish armyj thofe who 
were near him were difoeartened, and no longer fought with the fame 
fpirit : moft of thefe fell by the fword, otliers fled,, and' the defeat be- 
came general. The Persians purfued the vanquifoed enemy, and made 
a great llaughter. Kouli khan immediately ferit his Afghans to inter- 
cept the flight of the ARABS, who had fought under topai. osman j and, 
in remembrance of their perfidious conduct at the battle of kerkouh,, 
he caufed great numbers of them to be put to the fword^. 

The., 

However extraorJlnary this may appear, the fuperftition of the foldiers might render it n^'ccfli^ry ; 
not fo much out of iove to shah tjehmas, as to try their fortuBC under a name which had been 
always lucky to TJEUMAS KOULI kham. 
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I'he TURKS UjA upon this occafion all their baggage, artllleiy, with jy 
their military cheft, and not lefs than^^j.OjOoo irten, among whom were 
niany KASHAS and perfons of diftindion. A great .number Were taken 
pri toners, among thefe was the intendant ' of the army, who informed 
T.fjiMAs KOiJLi KHAN of the fate of TOPAT, OSMAN. Curiofity, as well 
as veneration for the character of this great man, induced the Persian 
general to order th.it the body fliould be brought to him i he ftood fome 
time in lilcnce, and farveyed it with an awful reverence. Topal osmaw 
was indeed the conqueror j tho’ vanquiflied, he triumphed. Being ar- 
rived to the age of feventy, he had finilhed his courfe with glory, which 
it was hardly poffible his enemy Ihould ever attain to ; fince the prin- 
ciples on which he fet out, were diametrically oppofite to tho/e of this 
gohd man. The Persian general ordered the body to be fent to bag-* 
OAT with proper honour, that the remains of fo brave an officer might 
receive the funeral-rites due to his rank, and the lad homage of his 
countrymen, whofe Caufe he had ever cfpoufed, with a true patriot 
ecal. 

The news of the death of topal osman, with the intirc defeat of thv' 
OTTOMAN arniy% artonirticd the court, and tlie whole city of Constanti- 
nople. The fuccefs at kerkouo in jULV before, ferved only to add 
to their fenfibility of this misfortune : and from the opinion which had 
been entertained of the great lofs of the Persians on that occafion, they 
imagined kouli khan to be a devil or enchanter, who' could with for 
Tapid a courfc reverfe his fortune. 

The grand vizir, apprehenfive of fome commotion in the city, caufed 
guards to be placed at certain pods to prevent an infurredlion. The 
divan aflembled immediately. The grand lignior and the mufti recom-^ 
mended a peace with Persia almod at any price, as the war feemed 
to tend to the ruin of the empire. The vizir on the other hand repre- 
fented the Persians as vincible, of which the battle of KERkouo was a 
danding memorial , and that to lofe the conquered provinces by the 
force of arms, would be lefs inglorious than tamely to yield them up to 
the PERSIANS. 

N a This 

^ OiitoM CAti, 
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^ 733 * This opinion being at length agreed to, preparations were made to 
fend cannon and ammunition to Alexandria, alfo money for the pay- 
ment of the army > and 8000 Janiflaries were commanded to march tlie 
15th of DECEMBER. Abdallah kouproli, basha of CAIRO, vvas no- 
minated as generalifhmo, in the place of topal osman ; and the feveral 
BASHAS in the Turkish dominions in asia, had orders to march with 
all the forces they could collect. 


C FI A P, XII. 

‘J/'r education^ and tnoji rcwarkabk incidents of the life (f topal osSTan 
BASHA i meith a particular account of his gratitude and great generofty 
to his benefaSior, "who ra7ifom€d him hi his youth from JJavery, 

T he mention I have already made of a brave Turk, will fufliclent- 
}y countenance the following ftory. It is an anecdote by no 
'^eans below the dignity of an hiftorian, nor foreign to my fubjedl. The 
defign of it is to inftrud: us by example, which is confelfedly the great 
ufe of hiftory : and I am perfuaded this relation will give pleafure to 
everyone who does not think gratitude a pious frenzy, or that it is a 
virtue fit only for little minds, whofe weaknefs betrays them into a pafiion, 
whicli.cla(hes*with felf-love, fo much the idol of mankind. 

Topal osman was educated in the chambers of the feragIio“; a me- 
thod which was Formerly ufed only with the children of the tribute, and 
who were all of chriftian parents. In the yeir 1698, being then about 

the 

* There are different chamber of the feraglio through which tliofe children pafTed, who were 
formerly {eni up from the caaK* riAN provinces fubjeited to the ottoman empire. Tliey went 
from the kil chamber into the k rvice of the fuUan, and were employed in the different offices of tlic 
court and minihry. According to their coudufl or fortune, they lofc to ihc fcvcral pdls and ofhees 
of the empire. The policy of Hd; was, that r oc knowing their p.arcnC3 and relattons* and oftentinu*,^ 
ignorant of the very coantry th^'v < ji.e frojT.v might be the more abfolutely dependant and de- 
voted to the fervice of the grau 1 uy aior. Ikit riow the tvi^ks have fourd nicaiiG to have t}R;ir own 
children educated in the icragho ^ and the ci.aiobcrs in which thofe designed for employments; arc 
bred, and from which they are taken, do ii.oAly confdl of native tvrks. 
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the age of twenty*five, he was fent with the fultan’s orders to the basha* 1733. 
of CAIRO. He travelled by land to said", and being afraid of the Arabs 
who rove about the adjacent countries, plundering iMliengers and cara- 
vans, he embarked on board a Turkish vtfTel bound to damietta, 
a city on the eaftermofl channel of the nilt.. In this fhort paflage they 
met with a Spanish privateer: their diip was no match for her, but the 
whole crew refolved to fight, and try to preferve their effedls, and defend 
thcmfelves from flavery ; upon which a bloody adtion enfued. There it 
was this great man gave the firfi; proofs of that inU'epidity, by which he 
fo often fignalized himfelf afterwards. The crew, animated by his ex- 
ample, fought w'ith great bravery ; but fuperior numbers at lad prevailed, 
anTosMAN was taken prifoncr, after being dangcroully tveunded in his 
arni and thigh. 

When the veflel had furrendered, the inilances of bravery which os- 
man had fliewn, induced the Spanish captain to pay him a particular re- 
gard, efpecially when it was known that he was charged with the grand 
fignior’s orders, and that confequently a large ranfom might be expedled 
for him. Notwithftanding the good treatment he received, his wounds 
were /till in a dangerous way, wdien he arrived at malt a, Avhither 
the privateer went to refit: the wound in his thigh wris the mod danger- 
ous, and he was lame of it ever afterwards j from which he had the 
name of topal or cripple, as already mentioned. 

i 

At that time, vincent arnaud, a native of aiarseilles, vvas.com- 
mander of the port at Malta 5 and, as his bufinefs required, w'ent on 
board tlie privateer as foon as die came to anchor. Osman no fooner 
iavv ARNAUD, than he faidito him ; “ Can you do a generous and gal- 
“ lant a<ldion ? Ranfom me, and take my word you fliall lofe nothing by 
“ it." Such a requed from a Have in cliains was not common j but the 
manner in which it was delivered, druck the frenchman fo much, tliat 
he immediately turned to the captain of the privateer, and alked what he 
demanded for the ranfom. He anfwered, a thoufand fequins®. ArN'UD 
upon this turning round to the turk, find: “ 1 know nothing of you, 

* “ and 


“ 'Dic antiem f tno.N in svria. 


* Near ;co L 
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^73$* y would you Lave uie rifque a tljoufand fequins on yc?u.r bare word ?” 

'' “ Eacli of MS ail in this,” replied the turic, “ with conliilency. 1 atii 

“ ill cJiains, and therefore try every method to recover my liberty j and 
“ you may ad right in not trufting to the word of a Granger j 1 have 
“ nothing at prefcnt but my word and hohoor to give you, nor do I 
“ pretend to affign any reafon why you fliould truft to it } however, 1 
tell you once morCi if you do truft to it, you fhall have no occafion to 
repent.” The commander upon this went to make his report to the 
grand mafter, don rr.RELLOs. The air with which osman delivered 
himfelf, and the feeming ingenuoufnefs, together with the fingularity of 
the circumftances, wrought fuch an efted upon arnaud, that he re- 
turned immediately on board the spani.su veflid, and agreed with the 
captain for lix hundred fequins, which he paid as the price of dSMiH*« 
liberty. After this, he put him on board a veiTcl of his own, where he 
provided him with a furgeon, and every thing ncceffary for his entertain- 
ment and cure. In a fliort time he was out of danger-. 

Osman had mentioned to his bcnefiidor, that he might write to Con- 
stantinople for the money he had advanced > but finding himfelf m 
,the hands of a man who had trufted fo much to his honour, he was em- 
boldened to alk him another iavour, which was to leave the payment of 

the ranfom entirely to him. Arnaud diftinguiflied that in fucli a cafe 

things were not to be done by halves j he therefore not only agreed to the 
propcrfal, with a good grace, but entrufted him with the lliip, in which 
he hatl been lodged, and /hewed him every other mark of generofity and 
friendftiip, Accordingly osman, as foon as he was in a condition, fet 
out again upon his voyage in this veflel. 

The FRENCH colours now prote«fted him from the privateers. In a 
fliort time he reached damietta, and failed up the nile to cairo. No 
fooner was he arrived there, than he delivered a thoufand fequins to the 
mafter of the ve/Iel, to be paid his benefadlor arnaud, together wkh 
ibme rich furrsP, and five hundred crowns as a prefent for himfelf. He 
.executed the orders of the fultan his mafter with the basha of Cairo j 
3 ‘ and 


* Xhifk are the genlfclefl prtfents in the e«ft. 



t?bap.XIL KAIJXR: SlfAH. * 103 

and fetting out fbp consxantiniople, was hirafelf riic firft who brought 1733# 
the news of his flavery. 

Mis ienfe of the favour that had been done to him, and the generous 
eircumftances of it, \vas not confined to the firft emotions of gratitude: 
during^ the whole courfe of his fife, he did not ceafe, by letters and other 
acknowledgments, to teftify the deep impreffion it had made upon him. 

In 1715 war was declared between the Venetians and Turks.. 

The grand vizir, who had proje<£ted the invafion of the morea, aflem- 
bled the ottoman army, neat the ifthmus of corinth, the only pais 
by which this peninfula can be attacked by land. Topac, osman was- 
charged with the command to force the pafs, which he not only executed 
with great fuccefs, .but afterwards took the city of corinth by aflault. 

For this fervice he was rewarded, by being made a bash a of two tails. 

The next year he ferved as lieutenant-general under the grand vizir at the 
fiege of coRT'tr, which the Turks were obliged to abandon. Osman 
fi:aid three days before the place to fecure and condufl the retreat of the 
©tto:Man troops, which he efFedtcd with great fuccefs. 

In 1722 he was appointed seraskier and had the command of the 

army in the MOREyV. When the ccnfuls of the dilTerent nations came 

to pay their reipedfs to him in this quality, he diilinguiihed the trench 
by particular marks of kindnefs and protex^lion, and gave .them a ilridt 
charge to write to. Malta to vincent arnaud., and acquaint him*of his 
new dignity,, and to beg of him to fend his fon, that as it was now in 
his pow'er, he would charge himfelf with making his fortune. Accord- 
ingly arnaud’s fon went into the morea, and the seraskier not only 
made him prefents, but granted him privileges and advantages in point 
of trade, which foon put him in a way of acquiring an eftate h 

Topal OSMAN’S parts and abilities were fuch, that from this com- 
mand he was foon raifed to a greater. He was made a bash a of three 
tails,, and bbg-lerbeg of Romania, one of the greatell: governmems 

'» . , 'in 

^ General in chief* » It may be obferved in general, that when men of erriinent raiiW in 

the eaft mean to do a diftinguiftied fervicc; thc^y are not behind the ciuiiUjuis. 
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i ni the empire, and which tlie vkinity to the oanubian. provinces*; an<i 
the frontiers of HUNGARY, renders ftili more important " ! 

His rehdence* during his government, was at nyssa. In the year 
1727, VINCENT ARNAUu and his foil waited'upon him there, and were 
received with the utmoft tendernefs and affection. Laying afide the 
pomp of tlie BASH A and governor, he embraced them, caufed them to 
be ferved with flierhet and perfume, and to fit upon the fopha with him' 
felf-, an honour but rarely beflowed by a basha of the firft order, and 
hardly ever to a chriftian. After thefe marks of diftindlion, he fent them 
away loaded with prefents. As the father and fon were taking their 
leave of him, arnaud faid, he hoped he fliould live to pay his duty 
to him, as grand vizir, Constantinople. This, which was then 
only a compliment, proved prophetical, 

I have already given an account of the great revolution of 1730 in 
CONSTANTINOPLE, ill vvhicli the grand vizir ibrahim periihed. Tlii$ 
office was become fo perilous, that three had been preferred to it in lefs 
than a year’s time. In September. 1731, topal osman was called from 
his government, to fill a place, which tliough by far the higheft in the 
OTTOMAN empire, and perhaps tlie highefl that any fubjed in the world 
enjoys, is' always dangerous, and was then fo in a particular degree. He 
no fooner arrived at Constantinople to take poffeffion of his new dig' 
nity, than he fent for the french embaffador, and defired him to write 
toMA*LTA, and let his old benefadlor know of his advancement; and that 
he fliould haften to Constantinople, while things remained in the pre- 
fent fituation j adding, that a grand vizir feldom kept long in his ftation. 

In the month of January 1732, arnaud with his fon arrived at 
CONSTANTINOPLE from MALTA, bringing with him. variety of prefents, 
and twelve Turks whom he had ranfomed from flavery. Thefe, by 
command of the vizir, were ranged in order before him, Vincent 
ARNaup, nov.’ feventy-two years of age, with his fon, were brought be- 
fore TOPAL OSMAN, gland vizir of the ottoman empire. He rceeivetl 
them in the prelence of the great officers of ftate, with the utmoft marks 

4 ■ V . ■ of 
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of affection. Then turning to thofe about him, and pointing to the ran- 17-: 3. 
fomed TURKS, Behold,” fays he, thefe your brethren now enjoying 
“ the fweets of liberty, after having groaned in flavery ; tliis french- 
“ MAN is their deliverer. , I was myfelf a Have, loaded with chains, 

“ ftreaming in blood, and covered with wounds : this is the man who 
“ redeemed and faved me ; this is my mader and benefadror : to him I 
** am indebted for life, liberty, fortune, and every thing I enjoy. With- 
out knowing me, he paid for me a large ranfom ; fent me away uporf 
my bare word, and gave me a (hip to carry me vrhere 1 pleafcd. 

“ Where is even a muillilman capable of an adiion of fuch gencrollty ?” 

While OSMAN was fpeaking, every one prefent had their eyes fixed 
upon old ARNAUD, who held the grand vizir’s hands clofely locked be- 
tween his own. The vizir then alleed both father and fon many queflions 
concerning their fituation and fortune, heard their anfwers with kindnels 
and attention, and then ended with an Arabic fentence, allaii-ke- 
RiM’. He made before them the diflribution of the prefents they Iiad 
brought, the greateft part of which he fent to the fultan, the fultana mo- 
ther, and tlie kislar ac,a\ Upon which the two french.men made 
their obeifance, and retired. -* 

ft 

After this ceremony was over, the fon of the grand vizir took them __ 
to his apartments, where he treated them with great kindnefs. Some 
time before they left Constantinople, they had a conference in pri- 
vate with the vizir, who diverted himfclf of all ftate and ceremony. 

He let them underrtand, that the nature of his fituation would not per- 
mit him to do as he defired, fince a minifter ever appears in tlie eyes of 
many to do nothing without a view to his own particular interert j ad- 
ding, that a BA5HA was lord and mafter in his own province, but that 
the grand vizir at Constantinople had a marter greater than himfelf. 

He caufed them to be amply paid for the ranfom of the turks, and 
llkewife procured the reftitution of a debt, wh.icli they had looked on as 
delpcratc : he alio made them prefents in numey, and gave them an 

order, 
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3. 'order, in virtue of which they took a loading of corn at salonica, 
which was likely to be very profitable, as the exportation of corn, from 
that port had been for a long time prohibited. 

As his gratitude was without bounds, he feemed defirous to convince 
lus benefuftor, that his liberality was the lame j his behaviour, upon this 
occafion, mull appear great and noble, fince every action of his life de- 
monftrates a mind fuperior to affedtation. His condudl: appears the more 
generous, when it is confidered, what contempt and averfion the preju- 
dices of education often create in the mind of a turk againfl the chri- 
flians ; and if we relledt further, that this confeflion was made before 
Jus whole court, the adllon will appear in its full lullre. 

By the vigilance and Ileadincfs of his minifiry, this great man refiored 
government and a regular difcipHne, v/ith plenty to Constantinople, 
where a licentious confufion had fo lately reigned, and where the inhabi- 
tants had been in fuch diftrefs, that the necell'aries of life were not to he 
had but at an cxceflive price. He has indeed been blamed for In’s too 
great feverity j but it is certain, that he never condemned to death the 
moll culpable, even of the loweft clafs of the people, without the de- 
cifioq of the mufti. • And thougli his feverity lliould have been extended 
to what might be deemed an excefs-, rcafons of Hate, and the fccurky of 
the general tranquillity of the empire, might make a llrid execution of 
the laws not only expedient, but abfolutely neceflliry. Nor can it 
fuppofed, that a man, whofe honour and goodnefs of heart was fo con- 
fpicuoully difplayed, could be cruel. The greateft proof that can be given 
to clear him of fuch an imputation, is the univerfal regret that people of 
all ranks fiiewed when he was removed from his office “. 

He received his orders of difrniffion with all the calmnefs imaginable; 
for he was too wife to expert that virtue alone could fupport a man in an 
office under a diflraded government, and where cliange was adopted as 
necelfuy. When he came out of the feraglio, after delivering up tlie 
feal of the empire, he found his friends and domeftics very penlive ami 
. difconiblatc. “ What is the reafon,” fays he, “ of your affiidioii ; Jiave 
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I not always faid, that the office of vizir is of 'ail others the m6{l likely* 
“ tobe ffiort? All my xoncern was, how I ffiould get out of it with ho 
“ nourj and tlianks to Goo, I have done nothing with which 1 rcproacii 
“ myfelf. My mafter, the grand fignior, approves my fervices, and i reiign 
“ with perfefl fatisfaffion.” He tlien gave orders for rendering his thanks 
to heaven, as if it had been one of the ino/i: happy events of his life 

After this, he imrnediately fet out for t rebisonde, where he was ap- 
pointed KASH A. His removal could not be called a difgrace, for the grand 
hgnior never ceafed to treat him with all poffible marks of diilindtion. 
His highnefs acquainted him, that he mufl leave his ion at Constanti- 
nople, and that himfclf would take care of his fortune. About four days 
after topal osman’s departure, this young man had the honour of de- 
livering to the fultan, the prefent * which his father was to have made 
him on the feaft of bayram Prefents at the ottoman court, as well 
as all over the call, are not confidered as the effeds of gcncrofity and 
friendlhip, or marks of refped, but as a tribute which mufl be paid by 
inferiors of all ranks to their fuperiors, efpecially from certain officei s to 
their fovereign. This prefent might however have been difpenfed with, 
as the father was out of the office of grand vizir j^but lie gave his foa’ 
exprefs orders at his departure, not to fail to make it} and by that incaiis, 
he Ihewcd with what entire fatisfadion he had refigned his high em- 
ployment. 

• The grand fignior received the prefent, in a manner thait convinced 
him and all the world, that he had not in the leafi. forfeited his efieern. 
He had been gone but a few days, when orders were fent to him -to re- 
pair to the frontiers of Persia, and take upon him the command of the 
OTTOMAN armies. This was an honourable and important ftation, but 
full of danger and difficulty. He filled it with all the abilities of a wife 
ftatefman and experienced officer. Though he funk at lafi: before the 
fortune of t.chmas kouli khan, yet he fell woithy of himfeif} worthy 
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17-5 3. of that Hiarafter he had fo defervedly acquired, and maintained tbrougb 
the courfe of a life, not diftinguifhed fo much by his high employments,. 
aS that he never deviated from the paths of honour and virtue. 

The grand fignior preferved fuch an efteem for his memory, that tho’ 
liis fon ACHMED was but young, he promoted him to the high pod of 
basha and beglerbeg of Romania, which his father enjoyed when he 
was called to the office of grand vizir. It gives us the ftrongeft idea of 
arbitrary power, to confider the policy of the ottoman government. 
The fame grand fignior, who promoted the fon to one of the firfl dig- 
nities of the empire, in honour to the father’s memory and great fer- 
vices, fent an order to feize all tlie father’s effedts *. It may be prefnmed 
the date was poor, which in fuch governments was a fufficient reafon. 
Thus the fon fucoeeded to no great part of the vad riches his father died 
poffeffed of, 

Topal OSMAN was one of thofe few, who through the courfe of a 
long life, gave the highed demondrations of a mind fuperior to vulgar 
applaufe. His greatnefs was the effedk of his virtue, his uuderdanding 
and intrepidity j but his ambition was to adt like a man, who believes 
there is a God, and a date of rewards and puniihments. If this generous 

TURK faid of VINCENT ARNAUD, “ Where is even a mudulman who is 

** capable of an adlion of fuch generofity We may fay, “ Where fliali 
“ we find CAjen a chridian, requiting a generous adtion in a more noble 

manner than topal osman ?” Indances of this kind among either 
chridians or mahommedans, are indeed but rare j and therefore when they 
happen, ought the more to be recorded. 

^ This is meant of his moveable or perfonal eftatc. As to landed eftates, it is a cuftoiit for per- 
foils in tlic fervice of the grand fignior, to allign them in heritage to the church, iu cafe of the failurt. 
of by which means they cannot be fcixed by the crown;,, without a degree of ihcrdcge. 
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T-€rmas i-iouLX KHAN acquaints the kvssimii court of his fuccefs. 
Aghmed basha prepares to Jiand another fiege. Mahommed khan 
BALOUCBE declares for T/EHM AS shah at shir ass j is defeated by kouli 
khaN^ and hangs himfclf ^e Turks prepare to take the field, Kouli 
KHAN marches into Georgia the beginning of 1734, and takes tefeis, 
Defeription of that country. Selim basha retires out of Georgia. 
Kouli KHAN GANJA SHAMAKIE. 

T M H M a S kouli khan having obtained this memorable vi<3:ofy 
over the turks, and given orders for the burial of his dead, dif- 
patched an exprefs to acquaint the Russian emprefs of the fignal advan- 
tage he had obtained. This news was not ungrateful to the court of 
ST. PETERSBURG : the port was divided into fadfions upon the fubjedl of a 
war with Russia ; but it was apprehended, if kouli khan had not kept 
them fully employed, they would have foon determined upon it ; and 
preparations were accordingly making in Russia. 

It is prefumed, that kouli khan requeued that the emprcis would 
not permit the grim tartars to pafs near her dominions, fliould they 
attempt to join the i.esgef,s, who waited only a favourable occafion of 
making a powerful diverfion in shirvan and other places,*near the coaft 
'of the CASPI AN SEA. Thc RUSSIANS', yet polTclled of derbeNd, and the 
ccnque/l they liad made on that coallj were not interefled to countenance 
the projedts of Koui.i khan, any otherwife than to reduce the turks, 
which was a much greater objedl than the prefervation of that conqueft. 

So fignal an advantage gained over the turks, within fifty leagues of 
BAGDAT, could not but alarm achmed basha. We have already ob- 
ferved, that this fagacious governor had put his city in a condition of de- 
fence, and. preferved a kind of independent fovereignty. After the battle 
of KERKOUD, feveral detachments of topal osman’s forces demanded 
entfance into the city. The basha abfolutely refufed, alledging, that 

they 
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1733. they ivcre fcnt to proted: the city, but not to cbipe into it; that he had 
a fufiiGient ganifon of his own, and therefore would not admit them. 
He was now in a better condition of defence than he had been in apri l 
before, and had made a larger colledion of providbn. Befides his own 
artillery, he was alfo matter of that which the phrsians had left behind 
them. Under thefe circumflances, tho’ he had but ill grounds to exped 
any relief from the Turkish armies for a contidcrablc time, he deter- 
mined to make a gallant defence. 

Winter was now approaching, and it might he expeded that the banks 
of the TIGRIS would fwcll as is ufaul in that fcafon, fo as to render the 
approaches to bagdat difficult, if not irapradicaltle. However, kouli 
KHAN advanced towards the city, to try if he could obtain the fubmiffion 
of achmed basha, for whom he profeffied a particular friendlhip, as a 
man of excellent underdanding, and a good foldier. The teftimony 
which he ever gave of the basha was, “ Thai lie w'js much a greater 
“ man than himfelf, or the grand fignior j becaufe,” lays he, “ achmed 
“ BASHA has fupported himfelf in bagdat, without giving up the place 

“ either to ine or his mafter.” 

% 

Wliild the PERSIAN general was tlius meditating in what manner he 
ffiould cohdud himfelf, news arrived from shirass, that mahommed 
KHAN BALOUCHE *, oiic of his generals, whom he had fent to raife recruits 
in that quarter of the empire, had joined sefite aiahommkd khan, 
governor of the province : that they in conjundion with each other had 
colledcd an army of 30,000 men, and proclaimed shah t.ehmas as their 
lawful king. T^.hmas kouli khan no fooner received this notice, than 
he marched back into Persia. He took with him about 30,000 of his 
beft; troops, and proceeded with the utmofo expedition by the rout of 
ISFAHAN towards SHIRASS. Thofe of his men, whofe horfes failed, or 
by any accident could not keep pace in his continued forced marches, 
he left upon the road ; fo that he arrived at shirass at a time, when 
his enemies had hardly received news of his leaving turkey. 

.‘Upon 
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i Upon the firft report of the advance of the troops of kouli khan, 1733* 
MAHpMMED KHAN BALOUCHE, who imagined it was only a fmall detach- 
ment under the command of one of the ofticers of this general, marched 
out to attack them. In a fliort time he fell in with the van-guard 
of Koun KHAN, coiififting of 12,000 men, himfelf at their head, 
Mahommed khan calouche now expreffed great fatisfadtion, as if for- 
tune had delivered the tyrant-general into Jus hands. He imagined the 
greatefl part of his forces were not yet come up ; but he foon found his 
iniilake. When kouli khan began to give his orders for the attack, 
the thunder of his voice, which was remarkably fbrong, druck a pannic 
into mahommkd’s men, and they hardly dood the fird fre. 

Mahommed khan baloucuc had often given proofs of liis valour, 
and was didinguidied for many other good qualities. Enraged at the 
cowardice of his foldiers, he grew defoerate j and, attended by a few 
followers, fmglcd out kouli khan, and rode towards him, to try if tlso 
fortune of his lance could reach the heart of a man, whom he knew to 
be falfc, an enetny to his lawful fovercign, and a Have to his ambition. 

This attempt, if we may judge from the cliarader of the man, was 
direfted more by principles of gcnerolity and national honour, than by 
envy or ambition. It did not fucceed ; however, he made his part fb 
good, that he fought his way back again ; and retiring near bender de- 
KKM, he embarked in an Arabian veflcl, intending to make his escape. 

The treacherous ARABS, who navigated the velVel, difeovering who he 
was, in expedlation of a reward, brought him to shirass, and delivered 
him to his enemy. Ta;umas kouli khan fent him to priibn, delign- 
ing to extort a confeffion of his accomplices, and alfo of his riches, which 
were fuppofed to be very confiderablc. Suicide can in no inftance, be 
deemed warrantable, otherw'il'e we might call it intrepidity to baffle the 
defigns of fuch an enemy as kouli kuan. The unfortunate captive 
general was no fooner left alone, than he hanged himfelf. 

T,®hmas kouli khan having cliadifed the inhabitants of shirass, 
and put thofe to death who attempted to reftore shah i aehmas, he en~ 

8 riched 
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I 72 v^/.r|ched himCelf wltli their lequeftered cftates, and Teturned to Isfahan. 
Here he remained till the next fpriiig, employing himielf in reomiting 
Jhis army in hopes*of finifliing the great work in which he had fo well 
fucceeded the laft year, and of compelling the Turks to yield up all the 
conquered provinces. 

In the mean while, the ottoman court made all the preparations 
poffible, to defend themfelvcs againft an enemy, whom they had now 
fufficient reafon to believe very formidable. They had nrack an at- 
tempt to engage the khan of the grim tartars in their quarrel, and it' 
thefe could have been joined with the lesgf, es, they might make a 
powerful diverlion in shikvan; but it is iiardly pradicable to penetrate 
into PERSIA through the pafles of moujit Caucasus, or the country to 
the north-weft of dagistan. 

The LESGEES, however difpofed to take all advantages of the Per- 
sians, were but ill-inclined to favour the entrance of the crim tar taks 
on the north^ide of their mountainous relidences. Tlie georcmans were 
as little difpofed to receive them into their country •. and the russi ans Icall 
of all. The cajbardinian tartars, who arc I'ubjedl to Russia, were 
ordered to appear in* arms, if tbofe of the crim ftiould attempt to force 

a paftage# and as a war was expedled to break out with the Russians, 

the CRIM TARTARS would by this means be left expofed ; fo that the 
TORIES had ljut little reafon to expedd any fuccoiirs in the Persian war 
from*tliofe tartars. The lesgees, however, appeared in arms, da- 
figning to make a diverlion in favour of the turks. 

Kouli khan having recruited his army to near 100,000 lighting men, 
opened the campaign this year by marching directly to tavris, from 
whence he font his fon nesr ali, with a body of forces to the banks of 
the KURA, to drive the lesgees back again into their mountains. Thefe 
tartars made incurlions into shirvan, but finding a numerous body 
of PERSIAN forces whicli they did not expe(ft, they retired with great 
precipitation. He left 'his fon on the banks of the kura, with orders 
to march to ganja, whilft he himfelf penetrated into GEORGi^ias far 
as TEFL IS. 


I 
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This city is fujTpofed to be the acropolis of the antients; it is I734«j 
and well peopled^ and the houfes built with brick. In the center is an 
eminence with a citadel, very difficult of acccfs ; at' the foot of it runs 
the KURA, which contribijtcs much to its natural ftfength. ‘ 

The GEORGIANS are the defcendants of the antient ieerians, who 
inhabited the countiies on both fides the cyrus*’. The creeks call 
them GEORG I, from whence we may prefume they derived their prefcnt 
came; the oriental nations call this country guergestan. 

The bravery of thefe people is very remarkable j their lituation feems 
to exatb it of them. In thefe latter times we l)ave had feveral proofs,, 
particularly of thofe commanded by gurghin khan, the governor of 
KANDAHAR, as mentioned in the preceding volume. The vali of 
GEORGIA, we have alfo feen, might, to all human appearance, have faved 
the PERSIAN monarchy, had he not adhered to a rafli vow. Thefe peo- 
ple are as dextrous with the bow and arrow, as with fire-arms j and 
the PERSIANS were wont to efieeni them the beft troops in their 
army. They were now tributary to the turks, and confequently few 
if any of them amongft nadir’s forces. That they were always very 
warlike, appears from antient hidorians y they neither fubmitted to the 
MEDES nor PERSIANS, nor cvcn to ALEXANDER the GREAT :‘they could 
not indeed refill the roman armsj pompev took their capital acropo- 
Lits, and reduced the kingdom of iberia to a roman province. , 

• 

The khan of teflis has the title of vali, and all the other chiefs 
of the refpedtive provinces are denominated princes, Thefe laft are in- 
dependent of each other, as well as of the vali > but in cafe of danger 
they unite m one common intereft. Hemmed in by two powerful na- 
tions, they have neceflariiy paid tribute either to the turks or Persians 
for fome ages. Their governments are hereditary, and feldom any acci- 
dents have happened to dived their families of their refpedive fovereigntiesj 
which are in number about a dozen, who are divided and fubdivided. They 

generally 
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*734* gefierally fupport from 200 to lobo men each, and two or three of them 
can bring 6000 into the field. For the fupport of thefe foldiers, the pea- 
fints pay a tentii of -the produce of the land j befides furnithing, in time 
of war, a certain number of men equipped. , 

T he climate of this country is foft, not very different from that of 
i iAi.r, and extends from about the latitude of 41 to 44. The capital 
TCFLis is near the center of the lower gt:orgia; the upper cjeorgia 
fli etches towards the black ska. It is furrounded with mountains ahnoft 
oii every fide, and abounds in woods, but there arc alfo very fertile plains. 
They till their land with buffaloes and oxen; they plow deep, and their 
crops arc abundant. Thew are chriflians of the grkek religion, and 
coii.^ccpently not forbidden the ufe of wine, which they Iravc very good, 
and in great plenty. The men are remarkably tall, comely, robufl, and 
.well made, oflcntatious, and fond of a fplendid appearance ; tlie wo- 
n)cny are celebrated for their beauty over all asia. 

The Gi:oR GIANS have generally been mofl difpofed to f'ubmit to the 
PiiRsiANS, and in order to fupport their fidelity, the Ibvereigns of tliat 
monarchy have fliewn tliem great indulgence. Thofc of their princes, 
who are difirofed to' change their religion, have ever met with a kind 
reception ht the Persian court, and been entrufted with fome of the firft 
employments in that government. Persia by this means has had a 
conflant refource of troops, whofe valour and fidelity might fafely 
relied*on k 

The GEORGIANS ROW faw their fovereign the grand fignior oppreflcd 
on every fide; dlflieartcned by the defeat of topal osman, and in no 
capacity to make head againft the viftorious armies of kouei khan. 
Teflis having fubmitted to him, he thought it his intereft to treat tlie 
people with tendernefs, The Turks retired, not being in any condition 
to oppofe him, 

Kouli 

' Thefe are often fpoken of in eui: oru uwkr the name of Circassians, though circass i a 
is much ferther»to tlic nonh-vveft. *' I never heard, from any good authority, that Jtoui.i 

KHAN kid iiny number of or.oRt.i an?, in Jus army, probably .edeeming it impolitic to ViRcrCun 
pti'j le of fo diiterent principles in religion. 
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Rouli KHAN, in the exultation of his heart, declared that he would 1734* 
carry his viftorious arms to the Hellespont, with a more formidable 
power than that of xerxes. All the dominions of tjie grand fignior did 
indeed tremble at his name. The tukks confeffed, that they were never 
more embarafled lince the eftablifliment of their monarchy. Their trea- 
fures were exhaufted ; and their army of veterans hardly amounted to one 
third part of that of the Persians. Count bonneval recommended the 
EUROPEAN difeipline ; but the turks had a fupcrllitious reverence f®r 
tlicir antient military cufloms ; neither could they derive any advantag® 
from a change of difeipline, but by long practice. They railed about 
15000 men in Bosnia, which were ordered to join the ottoman army 
near bagdat, under the command of the seraskier abdallah koupro- 
LT, who was ellcemcd one of the bell officers in their fervicc. The court 
alfo lent 4000 men to him by the way of trebisonde ; but this re- 
infoiccmcnt was very infufficient to flop the progrefs of the Persians. 

In the mean while, selim basha being in no condition to oppofe the 
PERSIANS had retired out of Georgia towards aleppo, leaving that 
country, as well ns Armenia, a prey to the victorious kouli khan ; 
upon which all the Georgian princes, who were before tributary to 
the OTTOMAN empire, fubmitted to him. Towards the end of Oc- 
tober, hiC came before oanja, wliere the turks had thrown in a 
garrifon of 5000 men ; thefe maintained themfclvcs fo well, that nksr. 

Ai.i with his forces had not been able to reduce them kouli khan 
’ therefore erected three batteries of ten cannon each, and before the month 
was expired, this place alfo fubmitted at diferetion. 

From thence he d'ircfted his courfe to shamakie. The tgrks had 
detached a body of 8000 men, mollly lesgees, to guard the bridge of . 
boats over the rcuRA at javat j but they were loon put to flight. The 
countenance which this city had given to the lesge-Es, had Co rhuch 
offended him, that he rcfolved to raze it to the ground, and flaughtcr 
a great part of the inhabitants. Thofe who had offended moll, being 
cither LESGEES, or clofcly connected with them, fled into the mountains, 

After a Ihort warning, he commanded the inhabitants, who cfcaped the 

■ F 2 fury 
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*73 4* ^ refentmeiit, to retire to ACWftONj od ijbe fi 4 e oC the 

moantainsV where they might, build a new chy>i and lie then deftroy 
the place. Shama^ie had been for many ages el^med one of the moll 
hourilhing cities in tiiis part of the world* well peopled* and abounding 
in all the neceflaries of life. Its fituation was agreeable* and its trade ex- 
tenfive. Here the merchants from Persia and imKEir, Armenia* 
GEORGIA and Ru^iA had their rendezvous 4 fo that it was a ilaple for 
all the commodities of riiefe countries, together witli thofe of Europe. 
It was alfo a place of defence. 

Thefe however were not fufficient reafons with the ambitions koult 
KHAN to prefer ve this city. Indeed, it is bard to fay, if he made a facrilice 
of it to his pride or refentment, more than to reafons of policy. The con- 
quefl of the lesgees was an objeft he had very much at heart ; and expe- 
rience had proved* that it was an afylum to them of late years 4 or at lead, 
that it was the feat of rebellion, from whence shir van was invaded. 


C B A P. XIV. 

The TURKS dejire a peace, Kouli KUhti fends an embafador to the Rus- 
sian court. Abdallah kouproli gives battle to kouli tchan in the 
valley of arpakavi, and is flainy together with 20,000 turks. Ab- 
dallah BXsHA retreats to cars. Cara achmed appointed seras- 
KIER of the TURKISH army. Erivan taken. The turks declare wat 
againji the Russians. Kouli khan’i conduB towards that nation. 

T he rapid progrefs of the Persian arms, made the divan of Con- 
stantinople in the higheft degree delirous of peace with Per- 
sia: but tavIlmas kouli khan, ambitious of new triumphs, proudly 
defpifed any accommodation, but what was judged to be very injurious 
to the honour of the grand lignior. The inclination of the port was to 
commence a war with the chriftian powers j and great magazines were 

farming 

* This place ftood in 1 745, as defciibed in the map and account of the traS of the hvtai an ^ra- 
baCy, V0I, I. page 376 and 386. 




forming iil MMSitXAi iti txp)(^:a 4 :i<mo a favourable opportunity to eoti^ thro’ 17341. 
VAX. ACHi A into the tncR Af n. The ottoman court was alfo very jealous 

the good anderftandwg between the Russians an,d the Persians, and 
apprehended a treaty of alliance, by which the former were |to make a 
diverfion in favour of per’si a on the fide of asoph ; whilft there was not 
lefs reafon to apprehend, that with fuch alfiftance t.ehmas kouei khan 
might carry his arms into natolia, and make the grand fignior tremhU: 
on his throne. • 

What favoured the former opinion, was the arrival, at the beginning 1735. 
of this year, of hussein kouli khan as embalTador from abas, the 
infant shah of Persia, to the court of st. Petersburg ; his credential 
letters were figned with the feal of the general t^ehmas kouei khan. 

This minifter informed her imperial majefty, that XitHMAS shah being 
a weak prince, whofe conduct threatened the ruin of the Persian empire, 
the khans, and all the great lords of the ftate, had determined to depoie 
him, and fet up his fon abas in his place ; that they meant not to do the 
dethroned prince any harm, but to indulge him in all the pleafures to 
which he was inclined, without fubmitting to his pacific difpofition, with 
regard to their common enemy the turk; that tashmas kouli khan, 
whofe valour and fortune was equal to that of Alexander, and whofe 
prudence and generofity were unrivalled, was determined to piofecute 
the war with vigour ; that her imperial majefty might be aflured he 
would never lay down his arms, whilft the grand fignior was in any con- 
■ dition to make war againft herj the Persians being intirely difpofed 
to fupport a perfcdl amity with the dominions of her imperial majefty, 
whofe intereft they confidcred in common with their own. 

This efnbafiador was alfo charged with a commiffion, to requird the 
delivery of derbend, baku, reshd, and all the places in the provinces 
of SHIRVAN and ghilan, with the other diftrids fituated on the coaft 
of the CASPIAN SEA, which had been conquered by peter the great i 
alfo thit tliofc tartars in the mountains of daoistan ^ who had 

fubmitted 

* I'hapc already given foine account of thefc people in my firft volume, and I have only to ob* 
lerve fqrthcr, Uiat fwm this countiy the alans in rhe fifth century ai« faiJ to J)ave Iprcad tlicm- 
felvcs like flood over EUROPE, excending their conquclt as far Spain, i 
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* 735 * fobiintted to the Russian arras, lliould be again reftorjjd to the dorainion 

of PERSIA. ^ — ; ' ■ 

It was faid, .tliat kouli khan had In the vanity of his heart declared, 
tlwt if the RUSSIANS did not retire, he would take a broom, and fweep 
tlicm out. The Russians, apprehend ve of a war with the Turks, did 
not think thofe countries worth a contell : they had never received any 
benefit from them, but quite the reverfe, for they only proved a grave 
■ to their armies. As to the revenues of thofe provinces fince the year 
172a, which were aUb demanded by the emballiidor, the Russian mi- 
niftry alledged, that fo far from drawing any advantage from thence, the 
government Iiad been at a great expence in the fupport of them. 

In confequence of this treaty now made with T/EHMas kouli khan, 
her imperial majelly appointed a general oflkcr to .accompany the Per- 
sian commiflarles, in oialer to fee the cvacution of the countries already 
mentioned, and to fix the boundaries of the two flatcs ; which was ac- 
cordingly done foon after. The embaffador having received all tire ho- 
nours due to his charafler, took his leave of the emprefs the 1 ^th of 
.MARCH j and the court bore the expence of bis journey to the frontiers, 
according to cuflom.. The emprefs intended to fend an embahador to 
ISFAHAN, ^to compliment the young shah-; and from thence to pro- 
ceed to the army, in order to nnifli the negotiations with tahjmas kouli 
KHAN, which the Persian minifler had already begun, 

K 

Thu TURKS had not yet recovered the llicck occafioned by the defeat 
©f TOPAU OSMAN ; and the rapid progrefs of tlie Persian arms the lall; 
year bad diflieartened the court to an extreme degree, infoniuch that they 
would hardly have oppofed the enemy, had there been no other objedl; 
to preferve than the conquered provinces. At the fame time, the good 
intelligence between the Russians -and the Persians gave great umbrage 
to tlie port. The grand figiiior comforted himfelf liowever in hopes of 
an accommodation with the Persians, and that the lofs of gforgia would 
be repaired by his conquefts in chriftendom ; the fiituation of the Euro- 
pean 

* Wc iind artcTwarvl.*^, thattiic mlr.ilVrs were too fenfiblc of the changes to which 

fkKNiiA wjis to can-)' tlui dcligu iiuo t\U'CUUo«i» . 
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PEAN powers at that time leeming to facilitate the fucceft; of the OTro- 1735- 
man arms. The Persian army was now increafed to 120,000 men, 
and Koyni KHAN abfolutely refufed to enter into terms of accommodation, 
unlefs the turks would not only yield np all the conquered province-s, 
but aifo pay him- the charge of the war. 

The OTTOMAN court was continually lending troops, ammunition, and 
money to aleppo and trebisonde, from whence the army under ab- 
OALLAH KOUPKOLi, BASHA of CAIRO, was fiippHcd ; this general had alio 
fiiccours from cairo, but as yet he keptclofc in his intrcnchmcnts in ar- 
'menia. The turks efteeming this as a holy war, were yet in ffiirits to 
try the fortune of another campaign. The grand iignior therefore gave 
orders to tlic seraskier kooproli, to give battle to t.+:hmas kouli 
KHAN, as fooa as he fhoiild find himfelf fulHcicntly reinforced. 

The pinisiAN general had fpent the beginning of this year in reducing 
CJEORCTA, and was now on his march to erivan. Defigning to bring the 
tuf ks to an engagement, he fent a detachment of 15000 men towards 
their camp. The seraskier immediately concluded, that this motion 
could be made with no other defign than to reconnoitre his fitUjition ; he 
therefore fent a body of his beft cavalry to meet them, and after a fliort 
fkirmifh the Persians retreated in confufion. The seraskier unwilling 
to lofe fo apparent an advantage, difpatched more troops after them, and 
followed himfelf at the head of bis army, making forced marches, in 
hopes to intercept their jun(!n:ion with the main body of the Persians. 

On the loth of June, tashmas kouli khan appeared with 
40,000 men in the valley of arpakavi, fo that the whole force with 
him did not exceed 55,0000. The seraskier, on the other hand, had 
an army of 80,000. At the approach of the turks, the Persian general 
broke up his camp with a feeming precipitation, and retired towards 
erivan. After feveral forced marches, being arrived at the ftreight pre- 
vioufly defigned for the adion, he concealed a body of his men in a 
wood, whilfl another llrong party was covered in a valley. In this litua- 
tiqn he prepared to receive the turks. 




The 
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‘Th« van of the Turkish army few themfelves at once attecfced ia 
flank and rear by the Persians, who came out of the ‘defiles. The 
adion was very bloody, and lafled five hours j. the seraskisr had two 
horfes killed under him, and after fighting very bravely, met with the 
fame fate as his predeceffor topal osman j befides him, fell demir 
BASHA, and MUSTAPHA BASHA, generals of the firft rank, the laft vvaS' 
a kinfman of the grand fignior f they loft alfo four other bashas, with 
20,000 men, the greateft part of whom were killed, the reft taken pri- 
foners; tlie Persians likewtfe made themfelves mafters of thirty-two 
pieces of cannon, with the military cheft and baggage. 

This viftoiy was obtained the cheaper, as die rear of the turks 
could not come up, and confequently had no fliare in the adion : thefc 
retired as fooh as they found their van totally defeated : they were fol- 
lowed however by the Persians for near three leagues j fome fled to the 
neighbouring cities, and others into the mountains. Abdallah basha 
carried off 8000 Turks to cars, a city in the upper Armenia. 

The news of this defeat flung the whole city of Constantinople into 
the utmoft eonfternation, as they concluded from hence, that not only 
the conquered countries muft fubmit, but that it would be dangerous to 
the wholoempire to continue the war any longer. Frefli orders were there- 
fore fent to achmed, BASHA of BAGDAT, with full powcrs to negotiate a 
peace with t^kmas kouh khan. The friendfliip which the Persian 
general had profeffed for this basha, was a circumftance which ferved t^ 
fupport the drooping fpirits of the ottoman court y the basha had alfo 
acquired fo great a reputation, that his enemies as well as his partizans, 
often ftiled him achmed padisha®. The mufti and all the court ap- 
peared however with very forrowful countenances. Cara achmed, 
who had been for fome time lieutenant to the governor of bagdat, a 
good feddier, and well verfed in the liberal arts, was now fent to fupply 
the place of the seraskier kouproli. 

Taehmas KouLi KHAN was no fooner roafter of the field, than ho 
difpatched an officer to the Russian court, to inform them of his vi<ftory. 

The 
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The d«figns which he had ndw formed, required a peace with the Turks j j 
but he ftill promifed to do nothing without the confent of the emprefs of 
RUSSIA. However^ if we may judge from the evfent, he was defirous 
of engaging the Russians m a war with the tukks, as the mofl cffeaual 
means of promoting his own (ehemes. 

This fecond important vi^flory favoured his defigns lie Immediately 
laid fiege to f.rivan the capital of Armenia j , the garrifon having 
no expectation of fuccours, foon demanded to capitulate, and were per- 
mitted to retire to cars ; but part of the inhabitants were removed into 
XHoR asan. From thence he fent a drong detachment to erzeroum *’ ; 
and by the end of this year’s campaign he recovered all the conquered 
provinces. 

If we conlider to what a wretched ftate Persia had been reduced fix 
years before, when l AtuMAs kouli khan appeared at the head of her 
forces, we mufi; Impute tliis rapid fuccefs to l}is military genius and fortune. 
Wiiat a prodigious change was it for a country devoured by rapine, whofe 
fubjeCls were defpifed abroad, and plunged into miferies at home, to give 
laws to a powerful monarchy in fo fiiort a time ! It is natural to think, 
that in the height of his triumphs, asia would not have bounded his 
conquefis, had his pafiion been only for military glory ; but evety circum- 
ftance of his conduit proved that he afpired at more than triumphs ; and 
that his ambition of fovereignty was equal to that of conqueft ; neither of 
which could be long fupported without vaft funds, and thefe hardly were 
to be obtained by purfuing the war againfi; the Turks. 

Before we enter upon the relation of any new event, we mufi: go back 
to the fituation of the ottoman court. The defeat of the seraskier 
KoupROLi was attended with a further change of minifiry at Constan- 
tinople. Ismael basha, the grand vizir, who had been the chief 
advifer to profecute the war with Persia, was depofed the 12th of July, 
and though a relation of the grand fignior, was baniflied to the ifle of 

CANDIA : 

At ERZEROUM the pcacc was concluded by the Persian and Turkish miuiikrs. 

VoL. IV. Q_ 
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1735* CANDIA ; MAHOMME0 BASHA fuccceded him j the lafl: was aUb ap- 
pointed SERASKIER of thc army intended to be fent againft the Russians. 
This rniniftcr accordingly marched out of Constantinople in great 
pomp and ceremony, with the ftandard of tMAHOMMED carried before 
him. The Russians, who naturally expedcd this event, were very 
vigilant in marching an army early into the field j infomuch, that asoph 
was befieged before thc Turks had taken care to provide a fufficient gar- 
rlfon. This place being at the mouth of the river don on the palus 
MAioTis, and communicating with the black sea, the laying fiege to 
it created great alarms at Constantinople. 

The minifters of the feveral chrifiuan potentates interpofed their media- 
tion, to prevent the great efFufion of blood, which the Russian war 
mull neceflarily occafion j but the turks were inexorably bent to purfue 
it. Kouli khan pretended to make it an article in the peace he was 
negotiating with the Turks, to include the Russians. This was a mi- 
niftcrial ftroke, which anfwered a double purpofe. He knew the turks 
were entirely averfe to it, and confequently their refufal gave him the 
better plea to make his own terms ; and, at the fame time, he fecretly 
wilhed to involve his new friend, as well as his old one, in a war that 
ihould ke/ep them well employed for fome time, whilft he purfued the 
favourite projeds which he had planned : for this purpofe, it was alfo 
neceflliry to dart all- the difficulties imaginable, in order to protrad the 
ifiucof the conferences at erzeroum. Abdil baki khan, the Per- 
sian embaflador, met achmed, basha of bagdat, but nothing could 
be concluded this year. The turks made no difficulty to yield up or 
reftore all thc countries conquered from Persia fince the time of shah 
HUSSEIN, with thofe which had been feparated from that empire during 
that reign ; but KouLi khan, not latisfied with this, made pretenfions 
on baguat, and demanded to be paid the expences of the war. 

The ifiuc however made it appear, that it was not his intentions to 
exad fuch rigorous conditions, but to gain time, and difpofe of the go- 
vernments of all the conquered countries in a fatisfadory manner, and to 
endeavour to perfuadc the Russian court, that he meant to profecute the 
war, notwithftanding thc treaty already commenced. PART 
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F R O M THE 

Electing of TJEHMAS KOULI 
KHAN KING OF PERSIA in 1756, 

TILL K I S 

Return FROM his memorable expedition into 

INDIA IN 1740, 

CHAP. XV, 

‘The young shah abas dies. The Russians evacuate derdend, and yield 
up their conquefts in Persia. Ti£hmas kouli khan declared king. 
Conditions of accepting the diadem. The aiullah bashi put •to death. 
Nadir coins money ^ and feizes the lands of the church, EdUi concern- 
ing the fehi of the sunn is and schias. 


T he beginning of this year ripened the plot. Persia, trem- 
bling at the effects of her own conquefts, faw herfelf in the 
hands of an ufurper, whofe military abilities rendered him the 
idol of his army. The young prince abas, who was of a compledion 
extremely delicate, died. Whether his death was intirely according to 
the courfe of nature, is not declared : it is probable, however precarious 
the life of this infant-king might have been, that fome art was ufed, in 
order, that fo feeble an impediment fliould not obftruft the deftgns of 

T/EHMAS KOULI KHAN. 


1736. 


The loth of march, as I have more than once obferved, is the Per- 
sians new-year’s-day, when it is the cuftom of their princes to aftemble 

Qjj the 
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36. the governors of the provinces, and demand an account of their admi-^ 
niftration. This was a favourable occafion to convoke all the gover- 
nors, elders, and great officers, together with the generals of his army, 
in order to communicate the fuccefs of his armj, and to confult what fur- 
ther meafures were ncceffary to be taken for the common good. The 
rendezvous was appointed in the plains of mogan, near the banks of the 
ARAs, where he had affembled the greateft part of his forces, cotffifting 
of near 100,000 men. He acquainted the nobles and governors, that 
the reafon of calling them together was, that they might know from 
him how God had been pleafed to blefs his arms with fuccefs, and to re- 
ftore all the dominions which had been torn from the late family of the 
SEFFiEs. That he had delivered peksia from the yoke of the Af- 
ghans, and w;is in treaty with the Turks, with whom he hoped loon 
to make fuch a peace as would be agreeable, fince the grand lignior nn;(l 
be obliged to accept of the conditions which he Ihould prefcribe : that 
he had alfo concluded a peace with the Russians, who had rellored all 
thofe dominions belonging to the Persian empire, which they had con- 
quered fourteen years before : in Ihort, that he had left nothing to he 
done except tlie conquell of kandahar. But as it was neccllary for the 
llipport and continuation of the glory of the monarchy, that they ihoulfi 
have a perfon at the head of their armies, who might prevent fucli 
fatal confequences as they experienced in the preceding reign, and as it 
was his intention to enjoy the remainder of his life in repofe, he delircd 
to reiign his office; lor which reafon they mud make choice of a new 
general. Moreover, as it had pljeafed God to deprive them of the your»g 
ABAS, they mud eled a king alfo : if they thought shah t.AvHmas could 
govern them with valour and wifdoin, that they had only to recall him ; 
but if he was not capable, they mull fix their choice upon fomc other : 
that fo important a bu finds required mature confideration ; he therefore 
recommended it to them, and deiired their anfwer in tliree days. 

Tliere was hardly a fenfible man in the aflembly, but faw through tlie 
thin dUguife of thtfc propofitions j and many fiiw it with indignation, 
who liad not virtue enough to declare their real fentinients, Kouli 


KHAN 
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KHAN retired to his tent, and left the deputies to their own contempIa> *736. 
lions : he ordered that they ftiould be entertained at the public expcnce, 
and treated with all the rcfpedl imaginable. It is rcafonable to prefume, 
that he had already made ^is fentiments known to the principal officers, 
whilft it was obvious to every common foldier, that military glory, a«d 
a defpotic authority, were his ruling paffions. The great care and ten- 
derneis which he had upon ail occafions ftiewn them, necefllirily engaged 
their willies to fee him their fovereign, as well as their general. Under 
thefe circumftances, what voice could the deputies of the people have, 
but luch as was agreeable to the army ? 

The three days being expired, the deputies waited on the general with 
a petition, reprefenting, “ Tliat as God had been pleafed to make ufe 
“ of his arm to reftore the glory of the Persian monarchy, none was 
fo worthy of the diadem as himfelf; that their lives and fortunes Vv’ere 
‘‘ redeemed by him, and to him therefore they ought to be devoted.” 

XiEHMAS KouLi KHAN then replied ; “ It is true, that fince I led the 
“ people to battle, divine Providence has been pleafed to favour my de- 
“ figns. You have yourfelves been witneft'es of the amazing /iiccefs of 
“ the PERSIAN arms. It was not my intention however in calling you 
“ together, to receive this mark of your gratitude j but fince heaven has 
“ decreed that my feeble arm lliould be the inftrument of that almighty 
“ power which governs all things, I will confent to your propofal, under 
certain conditions. It will reft on yourfelves to fupport your own 
“ clioice, and aflift me to exalt the nation to as high a pitch of glory 
“ as the greateft kings of the former ages have done. But if you will 
“ make me your king, you muft remember to comply with the condi- 
tions w'hich I now require. Firft, You muft make the diadem here- 
“ diiary in my family. Secondly, You ftiall not entertain in your houfes 
“ any of the family of your old kings, much lefs mention any thing 
“ tending to rebellion. And laftly, You lhall not curfe omar, osman, 
and ABUBEKER, nor obferve the tumultuous meetings at the comme- 
“ mqration of Hussein’s death ; and as a great effufion of blood has 
“ been occafioned by the religious differences of the feds of the 

“ SCHIAS 
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sciiiAS and sunnis which, in my opinion, are not in themfelves 
“ effential, an affembly of the priefts fhall be called to regulate thefe 
differences/' * 

It may, I think, be prefumed, that nadir.shah, for that is the name 
by which we muft now call him, elate with his great vidories over the 
TURKS, had flattered himfelf that he might one day unite the Persian 
and OTTOMAN dominions under the fame head ; but though this dazling 
obje<5l floated in his imagination, he could fcarcely hope to make a fpeedy 
conqueft of the minds of the people, or that he could reign over both 
nations, whilft they remained of different feiSs. It is true, he was bred 
a SUNNI, and from thence might feem fomewhat inclined that way; 
though, in reality, the tenets of both parties were equally indifferent to 
him. 

The KHANS and deputies of all the provinces came readily into the two 
firfl; articles, which feemed more particularly to regard their allegiance to 
their new fovereign. As to the commemoration of the death of hussein, 
the fon of ali, we have already explained, that this feflival regarded 
the ecclefiaffical government ; but ffnee it might be made an occafion of 
tumultuous alTemblies, nadir wifely guarded againff it, as injurious to 
his intereft. In regard to the laft article, they defired the high prieft* 
might be heard j he was accordingly brought into the prefence of the 
new fovereign, where he Ipoke to this effect : “ It is not for earthly prin- 
“ ce^ to diretf in what manner the God of heaven and earth ought to 
be worfhiped : we have our law, as delivered down by divine autho- 
“ rity, through the mediation of the prophet"*; that is our guide; and as 
all changes in religious matters are fubje<fl to very dangerous confe- 
“ quences, I hope no means will be taken to fully the luftre of your vic- 
“ lories, by a ffep fo derogatory to the welfare of the true believers.” 
Such a fpeech as this, might have eafily ffred the hearts of a people na- 
turally inclined to enthufiafm j but perhaps this honeft prieff was the only 

man 

^ See Vol. I. page 338. alfo Vol. III. page 33. To this we may add, that as the sunn is, who 
arc the fed of the 'tukks, acknowledge the khoran as expounded by the doctors, malsk, shaft, 
,M.\NBAL, and ABU L uanifa; fo the Persians or sch i as adhere to ali, and are guidetf by their 
own IMAMS, who have expounded their ccclefiallical law. ^ See Vol. Ill, page 32, 

^Mullah bashi. * Manommed. 
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mail who 'dared to mindj the only one, at leaft, of any emi-* 1736. 

nent authority, who had courage to check that imperious Ipirit, which 
already fhewed itfelf in nadir, though he had not yet received the en- 
figns of royalty: but as if heaven had marked him out for deliverance 
from the cruel bondage of nadir’s government, he was foon filenced 
with a bow- firing. This well-meaning priefl might, however, have 
checked his zeal j for as the matter was to be referred to priefls of the 
different fedls, the confequence was very natural, that it wowlcl rcniain 
as they found it : nor did the people give tlieir tacit confent to thefe pro- 
pofals, fo as to produce any particular effedt, with regard to the unifor- 
mity of religion. 

The next day, being the i ith of march, the general was proclaimed 
king, under the name of nadir shah", and the people paid him homage 
as fuch, which he accepted with an air of dignity mixed with arro- 
gance. The ARMENIAN patriarch, who was in the camp, performed 
part of the ceremony, by buckling on his fabrej but as to the plume 
and diadem, which, as already obferved, is the more effcntial mark of 
royalty, he changed it himfclf from the left- fide to his right, as if he 
meant to fhew, that to his own arm only he was indebteti foj; his ex- 
altation.. 

* 

Thus did the afpiring genius of this inflrument of divine wrath accotn- 
plifh his end ; thus did he reach that point which c/esar could not attain j 
tho’ in valour, generofity, and ftrength of mind, this celebrated roman, was 
not inferior to the Persian ufurper; whilft he excelled him in learning, po- 
litenefs, and humanity, to which n adir indeed had no pretenfions. Crom- 
well alfo was baffled in his aim at the crown of England ; neither his 
llcill nor cunning, nor his valour nor refolution, could acquire him the 
name of king. Rome, tho’ corrupt to an extreme, and ripe for a change of 
that form of government, by which her people had arrived at fo high a 
pitch of glory, had yet fome bonefl and gallant fpiritSi who thought the 
killing of a tyrant warrantable, at leaft not fb great an evil as flavery. In 

ENGLAND, 

* The »PERs IANS generally put the title afier the name* tho’ Europeans uie It before and after 
irdllFercfttly. ^ Thefe arc of the feathers of black herons iluck into a tube, fupported by a* 

Had of precious (tones, 

7 
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j;',NGi. AND, thcce vvcrc numbers whofe principles were untamteds and w|ip 
faw the error which had been committed, in attempting to change the 
monirchy into a republican government: but in per<sia, ignorance and 
want of forelight, with univerfal corruption of manners, prepared the 
necks of the people for the yoke to which^tliey now fubmitted ; and 
it was but a few years after, that they faw pyramids of human heads 
ereded on that fpot, where they chofe thek king ^ 

NAniR'being arrived at the fummit of his ambition, began to exert 
that boundlefs authority with which he was inverted however, he tem- 
pered his natural fiereenefs and cruelty with fomc tokens of muniikence : 
he entertained all the deputies of the people for three days, and treated 
them with great civility j among other fliews and amufements in the 
camp, was that of f rooting an arrow at a gold plate, whicli was fixed on 
a lofty pole; thofe who (hot down the mark were to receive it as a re- 
ward of their fkill, together with a coat of honour. 

The motto, which he cliofe upon tliis occafion for Jiis fcal, was this ; 

“ As the jewel was fallen out of the ring of fame and glory, fo God 
“ has rertored it in the name of nadir.” 

The coins which lie caufed to be rtruck had thefe inferiptions : 

« 

Nadir king of kings, and glory of the age.” 

Another v^as : 

• ^ 

Coins proclaim through the earth, the reign of nadir, the king 

“ who conquers the world.” 

The artembly were at length difmirted, to appearance very well fatls- 
fied ; the priefts only refented the death of their chief, the mullah 
BA sHi, and the little regard which the new fovereign (hewed to the na- 
tional religious tenets : however, as he did nothing by halves, he was 
determined to pull off the mafk. As foon as he arrived at casbin, 
whither he next direfted his march, he convoked all the ecclefiartics of 
the city and neighbouring countries, and demanded of them in what 

manner 


^ See Vol. I, page 338* 
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manner the revenues of the church were employed j they anfwered, in* 1736, 
the fupport of priefts, colleges and mofques, in the lad of which inceflant 
prayers were offered to heaven for the fuccefs of tl'Aj arms of their, fo- 
vereigns : to which he replied to this effecl : “ It is certain that you have 
“ been very remifs in your duty, and that the Almighty is not plcafed 
with the prayers of fuch men as you arc. It is now near fifty years 
“ fince the empire has been on the decline, and was at length plunged 
“ into the deepefl mifery, till the vidlorious inflruments ’ of the moil; 

“ wonderful, by expofing their lives for its defence and glory, have at 
length reftored it. Thefe are the priefls to whofe fcrvices we are in- 
debted ; therefore the revenues and lands of the church fltall be appro- 
priated to their fupport'".” 

It is cafy to imagine, what impreflions the priefls would receive from 
being plundered of all their revenues j but as much the greateft part of 
the army, particularly all the tartars, were. of the fedl of the sunn is, 
tliey treated their complaints with derifion ; whilll: the people in general, 
apprehending that they fhould be relieved from their taxes, in proportion 
as the church revenues were applied to the fupport of the army, felt no 
great reludlance in fubmitting. Religion, indeed, » feemed to fee almoR 
at the lame low ebb as morality, or they never would have chofen nadir 
KOUL i for their king. He left the people however at their liberty, with 
regard to the fupport of priefls at their own expence, but continued to ex- 
adl a conformity to the sunn is, agreeably to what he had mentioned ii; the 
plains of MOGAN ; and for this purpofe he publiflied the following edif;]; ; 

'The decree to unite the t'lco /e5ti of the schias and the sunnis, ‘icbub 
divide the Persians and the Turks. 

“ All in high ilations, the sedr ’ of great power, the governor, mini- 
“ flers of the law, and learned men of the royal refidence of Isfahan, 

“ being 

"1 His arm)'*, *” What thefe revenues amoanted to, my authorities do not tell me. Jt k 

was one million flerling, it bears one fifth proportion to the whole revenue, according to tiie u 
tion in Vol I i. page 37. * The seor is a porfon of authority in the empire, wiio has iht 

mana£i;enient of church lands, and of the revenues, for the maiutcmuicc of public fchool'.’, ial/irics 
Earned men. and other pious ufes. 

VoL. IV. R 
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1736. being exalted through the king’s favour, (hall know, thaf while the 
abode of our cnhgns, on which vidory attenils, was at wooan *, it 
“ was agreed, that according to the antient cuftpm tfanfmitted down to 
“ us by our predeceflbrs in the religion, asoxplained by h^nipa" and 
“ jAFFER'^, from henceforth we do acknowledge the directing Caliphs % 
" in whom the raoft high is well pleafed, as the fucceffors of the chief 
“ of mefl'engers y 3 and that, whenever there is occafion for it, the pco- 
“ pic thall mention the names of the four with great refped:. 

But, whereas, in fome places of thefe kingdoms, at the time of 
calling to prayers, and ftanding up to pray, the people mention thefe 
“ words, ALi, the friend of god *, according to the ufual pradice of the 
“ scHiAs% but contrary to thofe who are of orthodox faith. This we 
*' declare to be repugnant to the true religion, and contrary to the agree- 
“ ment and covenant entered into. Befides, it is apparent to the world, 
“ that as the prince of the faithful, the lion of God, the vrdorious is 
“ eled, praifed, and acceptable to the Lord of glory 3 his rank and inte- 
“ reft at the court of unity, will not be increafed by vulgar teftimony, 
“ nor the full moon of his power dirniniftied by the oiniffion of thelc 
words. But the iil confequence of this form is, that both feds®, who 
“ equally acknowledge the chief and prophet^ of both worlds, are pro- 
“ yoked to animofities, which are offenftve to the prophet, and to the 
** prince of the faithful®. Therefore, as foon as this high edid is pro- 
“ n\ulged, let all muflUlmen, high and low, the callers to prayer in the 
cities, their dependencies, and adjacent countries, know, that from 
this day henceforth, thefe words which dilFer from the orthodox. 
“ cuftom, fttall not be mentioned. It is alfo ufual with governors in 
their aflemblies, after their prefatory prayer to fay, may the king,. 

“ from. 

* The plains where he was chofen king. “ Hanifa^ one of the four tvmcish 4oftors, 

famous for expounding the mahommedan law. ^ Jai fer, one of the imams or pro- 
phets, whofe opinion the suns is pay the greateft regard to* ^ Ab ubeker, omar, osm a n, 

and ali. ^ Mahommed. * Is always annexed by the s chi as to the 

Hfci.MAH, viz. there is but one God, m a hom me d is Ids prophet, and a li his friend. ^ The 

of the pHK.siA.Nd. ^ Mortisa, ah’s titles. ^ 1 he suhn is an<i scHi as, 

* Mauommed, • Mortisa ah. ^ Ali^ the friend of Go ». s Fattaha 

and 



Chap.XVi. NADIR SHAH. ' ,31 

“ from wliom all our fortune flows, live for ever. As a prayer for ’1736 
“ perpetuating a mortal ttian is vain, and of no effed:, we command that 
“ every khan S who is mafter of a drum *' and eiifign, fay it in this 

manner, thadics to the true king for all benefits. From henceforw'ard 
“ let all pcrfons obferve thefe fettled regulations and written orders : for, 

** whofoever deviates from them, will incur the difpleafure of the king 
“ of kings. Written in the month safer, i 149 

Whatever policy might induce nadir to make a difference in the 
form of prayer, it feeras to have betrayed him into an abfurdity. He 
might apprehend his intereft to be concerned in being acknowledged the 
“ true king yet his obfervation on perpetuating a mortal man, feems 
to be more vain, than the thing itfelf, which he calls fo ; fince “ living 
“ for ever,’* can only allude to immortality after death j or, according to 
the caftern manner, the longeft period of life. 


CHAP. XVI. 

Nadir shah marches to casein, and fends an embaffador to turkev. 
T!hc grand fgniors orders to achmed basha concerning peace. • All the 
conquered provinces yielded up to Persia. Nadir shah marches to Is- 
fahan. Great preparations for an expedition againf kanjjahar. 

T II O’ it was impoflible this edi< 5 l could meet with univerfal appro- 
bation, we do not find that any remonftrances were made againft 
it. However, it was a very politic ffep upon the whole, as it was not 
only contrived to avoid expenfive and bloody wars with tJje turks, but 
alfo calculated to continue the diadem in his own family, wlio were 
well known to be sunnis ^ and according to the former conflitution of 

R 2 tlic 

ai'J TOKBirt, k a prefatory prayer, wlilch k generally the frft chapter of the khoran* Tov:: k 
repcMiug jhree rilTjCs, thefe vtords, aHah, akiiah, God is grcatclf, before the kelmah abov 

‘ T prefume that the order extendi to all perfonft to uft? thiv 
^ Tau.^l, or fmall dnnn, which general ofrKer,s ordinarily wear fixed to their faddloi. 

'June, 1756. 1 
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736. fhe empire, would otherwife find it as difficult to eftablifh a lineal fue- 
ccffion, as a roman-catholic prince in a proteftant country. 

Nadir, during his flay at casein, took the ufual oath, “ To govern 
“ the people according to the laws of God, *as revealed by his prophet 
“ MAHOMMED ; and to protect and defend the Persians againft all their 
“ enemies.” From, hence he difpatched a niiniftcr to the ottoman 
court, to acquaint them of his acceffion t© the throne ; he alfo ordered 
another to the court of st. Petersburg for the fame purpofe. The 
emprefs of Russia in return, ordered her refident in Persia to prefent 
her congratulations ; and prefuming that he had already made peace with 
the TURKS, ffie demanded what the conditions of it were, that fiie might 
fee if there was any thing contrary to the treaty v/hich fiie had lately 
concluded with the Persian empire. Nadir fiill perfified, that he 
v/ould enter into no accommodations with the Turks injurious to the 
intcreft of her imperial majefty : that if his minifiers had done any thing, 
it was without his orders j tliough, at the fame time, the embaflador ap- 
pointed for turkey was one of his prime counfeilors and favourites. 

On tlip other hand, the Turkish minillry endeavoured to perfuade 
the people, that in confideration of their yielding up all the conquered 
provinces,' the Persians would make a diverfion in their fiivoiir againll 
the RU.SSIANS, who, during this interval, had made thcmfelves niaflerc 
of AZOPH. The grand fignior, who feared nadir when he was only 
general of the forces of Persia, was the more dclirous of cultivating a 
good underftanding with him, now that he was exalted to the throne of 
that empire. 

It was already expedled, that nadir would turn his arms towards 
INDIA ; but in the prefent fituation of his affairs, it was by no means 
convenient to give either the Russians or the turks any caufe to be- 
lieve, that he meditated an enterprize againfl; a country at fo great a di- 
ftance. The former had reafon to complain of his condudl, in regard 
to his tre^^ with the turks ; whilfl: thefe were contpclled only by the 
ncceffity of their affairs, to fubmit to terms which they thought highly 

injurious 
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iijjarious. to their honour and intercft. Hence lie judged it necoHiiry to i 
praitife all his arts to prevent thol'e refentments, which might have ob- 
llrudted his favourite delign. , 

The grand fignior no fooner received notice of nadir’s being advanced 
to the throne of Persia, than he repeated his orders to achmed, basha 
of bagdat, to conclude tlie treaty at erzerouai: on his part he fent 
GHENTCH ALJ BASfiA to that city j and the sfiah appointed abdul baki 
KHAN as his crnballador to Const antinople. The orders which ach- 
MBD basha received from the ottoman court w^cre couched in the fol- 
lowing terms : 

“ The nioH: honoured and refpccted niiiilflcr of the empire, moH: re- 
” nowned, wife, and trufly couiifcllor, the moil happy achmed basha, 

“ our seuaskier and vizir in asi a, whofe fame and felicity is evcrlafling,.. 

“ flidl know. That certain differences have happened between our fub- 
“ lime and exalted court, and the kingdom of Persia, which have 
“ been kie caufc of immenfe Ioffes and fufferings to the inhabitants of 
“ the frontiers, infomucb, that many difhidls are intiredy ruined. As 
“ wc are moved with the moft tender compailion, and dc/irous to effa- 
bliffi a kdb'ng tranquillity, we have rcfoivcd to make tliefe reciprocal 
“ Ioffes the occahon of a ililcl friendflilp ; thus to obey the* orders of 
providence, and preferve the people iroin rniicry. 

“ We have ahead} Ind; l ined you of our delign to enteV into a .con- 
ventioii with his reno.viicd niajefty the shah, who ffines as s'aturn, 
and whofe vows are heard by the Almighty. The treaty made by our 
predeceffor amurath the IVth. is propofed as the foundation of this 
convention. We have learnt from your letters, that the moll famous 
and happy shah is difpofed to reform the errors of tlie religion of per- 
“ sia, and has agreed that feveral articles concerning the faith fliall be 
*' iaferted in the treaty. As the two courts k;.v; propoffd to conclude 
this covenant, the illuflrious abdul baki kuav, on the part of the 
“ SHAH, is invefied with the charader of embaffador ibr this purpofe. 

“ Wd agree to tlie three following articles ; 


H 


I. That 
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*736* • “ I- That hence forward the Persians fliall be at liberty to vidt the 
“ tomb of MECCA, and other religious places, without iaipediment, 
“ and fliall be free of all duties whatfoever: and in order that 
“ every article fliall be exad:ly,obferved, a plenipotentiary on our 
“ part fhall always reftde at the fplendid court gf Isfahan and 
“ one on the behalf of the shah fliall remain at our court. 

“ II, That the shah, as a pure effedt of the greatnefs of his foul, 
will caufe the difterences in religion to ceale, by abolifliing the 
“ fe<St of the scHiAs, and for the future tolerating only the sunn is, 
who acknowledge the four fucceflbrs of mahommed, adubeker, 
“ OMAR, OSMAN, and ALi, to tlic end that thiCre may not be any 
farther dilputcs about religion. 

“ III. After the shah fliall have re-eftabliflied good order in his do- 
minions, and extirpated the sen 1 as, from whence arofe eternal 
diforders and difputes concerning the public cxercife of religion, 
“ and lhall have acknowledged us, the fuccefl'or of mahommep, 
“ we fliall on our part acknowledge him as shah. 

“ And notwithflanding that we have already given you this full power, 
“ we authorize you again happily to conclude the treaty with the cm- 
“ baflador abdul baki khan, in the place which you fliall chufe to 
“ make the exchange ; and afterwards, you are to (end the treaty to 
our (plendid court by the vizir kgrman walev”, who will condudf 
“ the emballador abdul baki khan, with all his attendants. For 
" this purpofe we have dilpatched capidusi basha to condud him 
“ hither, and defray his cxpences on the road. 

“ When you fliall have received the prefent, and comprehended the 
“ contents of this coinniiflion ; above all exert yourfelf to eftablifli a 
“ good underflanding between the two courts. The prayers of the 
‘‘ faithful will aid you in attaining the extirpation of the fed of tlie 
SCHIAS, and to exclude from the treaty the unbelieving Russians. 
“ By this i^ieans you may exped the exalted favour of our majefly,, and 
the acknowledgment of all true believers. Thefe are our orders, by 

“ which 
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which you ar« to regulate yourfelf. Given the 8th of the month’ 

ziLCHiLDESi, 1148*". 1, cAsi ASKER MAHOMMED, a fcrvant of the 

“ true God, do atteft that this copy is according to' the original of the 
“ fultan.” , 

The conferences at erzeroum hill continued, and tho’ the Turks 
fubmitted to every thing which the shah feemed inclined to infill upon, 
yet nothing was finally determined; and abdul baki khan was ordered 
to prtifcced to Constantinople, where he continued to pradlife the arts 
of evafion, no doubt by the infirudion of his mailer. The ottoman 
court was extremely oltendcd at this condudt ; but as peace was abfo- 
lutcly necellary, near the dole of the year tlie treaty was concluded. 
Nadir w'as acknowledged as fovereign of Persia; all the conquered 
provinces were yielded back to that empire ; and a full permiilion was 
granted for tlie Persians to vilit the tomb of mahommed. The lafl 
article was however of very little moment, fince the true policy of the 
PERSIAN Hate was to prevent their fubjeds firoin making that pilgri- 
mage. 

In the mean while, nadir marched with Jus army from casbin to 
LSE AHAN, w'ith a view to fettle the interior government of the empire. 
This W'as not the place which he defued moll to favour ; however, its 
fituation with regard to the Turks and the Russians, and Ibnie affeda- 
tion of popularity, with refped to the antient metropolis qi the empire, 
•drew his attention. Ilis natural inclination to avarice, turned his thoughts 
to the encouragement of commerce ; in which, however, he had not the 
leall Ikill, nor patience to fee things brought to maturity. The intereil 
of the ARMENIANS began to revive ; the dillindion of chrillian and ma~ 
HOMMEDAN was Weakened, not only as a confequence of the confufion 
which had long reigned in Persi a, but alfo as an elFed of blending the- 
two Icds of the frONNis and sen 1 as. A carelefs indulgence, as well as 
a fierce perfecution, feein equally defirudive of true religion. Moral 
duties, and mutual eonfidences, are the natural effeds of religion, and as 
eflential to the encottragement of commcrccj as to the fupport of a Hate 

in 
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1736. iJi general. What profpeft then had the Persians of a happy reign, 
under a man whofe whole life had been guided by principles diametrically 
G]>pofire to thefc dulies ? 

The infatiable avarice of the eunuchs and* minifters of the weak anti 
unfortunate hussein, had fuffered many of the public buildings in Isfa- 
han to fdl to decay, and private houfes were in no better condition “ ; 
the AFGHANS had not repaired them, nor was nadir inclined to recom- 
mend any expence of that nature. The fame paflion of covctOufnel’s 
puliefled his bread:, as it had done thofe of the eunuchs in the former 
reign, though the objeds they purfued were very different. However, 
he caufed the walls to be repaired, and put tlie city in a better date of 
defence. He alfo made a didribution of feveral lands, in order to their 
cultivation, referving to himfelf a confiderablc part of their produce. To 
iliofe whom poverty had reduced to the lowed ebb, he caufed grain to 
be given, alfo fuch fmall dims as were necedary to provide tlie utcnfils of 
ludhandry. Thus he confultcd, in forne meafure, what was edential to 
the fupport of tiie date j hut at the lame time, the chief objed of his care 
' was the maintenance of his army. 

« f 

Tliough the late campaign had been atttended with dich great fucced, 
yet the edmmon accidents of w'ar had leffened the number ol his forces ; 
for w'hich reafon, he fent into all pu'ts for recruits : this difli'effcd the 
iiihabitants in, a double refped, as thofe fit to bear arms were the mod 
prop'er for hufbandryj and the more his army was augmented, the greater 
neceliity he was under for a large fupply of money. Agriculture, manu- 
ddures, and commerce in general, had been declining very fad fome 
years before the fital invafion of the AFGHANS } during their reign, the 
date was plunged dill deeper in mifery j and, fince their expulfion, fcarce 
any thing hud been beard but the din of war. There is fomething ama- 
zingly prodiidivc of fatisfadion in the notion of conqued ; every fub- 
jed in a military government, is apt to raife himfelf in his own edeem, 
in proportion to the atchievements and vidories of his fovereign j tho’ 
fuch vid:c^ies may be the very occafion of their mifery. Nadir had 

indeed 


* See V'oJ. 
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indeed made a rapid progrefs in his conqucft; but this ferved only to dc- 1736. 
hide the people with an imaginary felicity, no lonjjcr durable thart the 
hrfl tranfport of a tumultuous joy. 

The fums which nadir wanted for the profecution of his def gns were 
Very conliderablc, and could not be collected without the utmoll fevc- 
rlty. He therefore fent his officers ° to all the cities and provinces in the 
empire, where money, provilions, horfes, arms, or any of the imple- 
ments of war could be procured 5 charging them to execute their corn- 
miffions with the utmoll difpatch, as the dole of the year was ap- 
pointed for his intended expedition. 

It is reafonable to prefume, that he had projedled the conqucll of the 
moguol’s empire. What encouragement he had to expeft fuccefs, wc 
(hill liave occalion to relate. In the height of his viitovies over the 
TURKS, he would fcarce have direded his arms a different way,- without 
good affurance that this enterprize was pradicable. ^le made, indeed, 
no other proftffion than that of fubduing the afguans of kandahar ; 
an undertaking by no means below his diarader as a great captain. Pkr- 
S!A was delivered from the yoke of thofc people, hut not*rcvengcd. 

Their invafion was con/idered as a rebellion, and as llich ought to be 
chaflifed ; nor were thefe people in themfelvcs a contemptible enemy, 
either with regard to their numbers, their litnation, or tlidr bravery. 
Husseim kuar, the brother of maghmud, who enjoyed llie fovereignty 
'of KANDAHAR, had refufed to come into Persia at the funimons vvlvich 
nadir fent to him ; and as he liad put himleif in a cor.dition of de- 
fence, it was very plain he meant to fupport the independency of the 

AFGHANS. 

After the condulion of the peace with the turks, nadir fent anotlier 
'embaffador to the grand fignior, with feveral magnificent prefeuts, among 
which vras an elephant of a very extraordinary lize. Ilaving tlicreiure 
nothing to apprehend from any of his neighbours 5 the end of this year 
he prepared to let put on his eaftern expedition.,. .% 

^ Mu HAS 311 .S, or colIcSors of taxes, and o.hcT f\ich I/nri of iluty. 

a^ol.iv. s' cm a r 
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. C H A P. XVII. 

A JucdnB account of the incurfon of the maharrattas, and the enmity 
between nizam al mulucK) governor of dec€an, and devran khan* 
the firjl mlnijier of mahommed shah, emperor of hindostan, with the 
, general fate of his court from lyzo to 1736, preparatory to the expedi” 
A’W C/' NADIR SHAH INDIA. 

17^6, Tr) E F O R E; we enter upon a relation of the famous march of nadir 
X3 SHAH into INDIA, it may be proper to give a fliort account of the 
fjtuation of affairs at that time in the moghol’s empire. 

In 1720, SULTAN IBRAHIM having rebelled againft MAHOMMED shah, 
his general abdallah khan took occafion to pillage the rich throne of 
the MOGHOL P of its diamonds, and raifed a great army. This general was 
foon defeated, and taken prifoner ’ j the young fultan was confined, and the 
government feemed to be again eflabliflied. Some time after, nizam al 
MULUCK governor of deccan *, grown too powerful for a fubjedl, could 
not be contained within the bounds of duty, but appropriated the revenues 
of his province towards the maintenance of an army, which he employed 
in fubjefting tlic adjacent countries. 

He 

f This throne was made by 5 hah jehan, and reported to have croft eleven millions fterling. 

^ This general died fomc months afterwards of his wounds, and it is remarkable that forty-hve 
women of his wives, concubines, relations, and domeftics, burnt thcmfelves in one room, the day 
after his death. Formerly, none but the wives of the brahmins or iwni an priefts had this barba- 
rous privilege ; but fince the government has devolved upon the rajas, it has been often pradifed 
lor fome of the wives of princes and others to burn themfelves when their hulhands die. Some of thefe 
princes are independent of the mochol, and govern dillin^ tribes, called raijpouts, wdK) arc 
efteemed the bell foldiers in i n u i a . This cuftom of burning is ftridlly forbid by the m a h o m m e d a n, 
which is the eftabiifhed religion ; but fomc of the sevo aiwi pattan families, through the mere 
force of pride full into this cuftom ; and, to evade the laws, fet their apartments on flames, and thu<i 
deftroy themfelves. There is no compulfion to this facrilicc in any part of india ; but the minds 
the people are fo ftrongly tainted with an opinion of its being honourabk to the furviving rela- 
tions of the party, that money has been often given to obtain the confent of a governor for the 
Eberty of dellroying themfelves. » This word ftgnifles him who puts the empire ki order. 

• it is fometimcj wrote d £ k j e n . 
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He pretended to keep the maharrattas' from making inroads into 
the dominions of the moghol. Thefe people had impofed a heavy tri- 
bute on their neighbours, and taken poffeflion of feVeral places of confe- 
quence. They made incut;fions as far as the province of malva, killed the 
governor, and feized all his treafures. From thence they dired;ed their 
courfe to cuzurat, the inhabitants of which they treated as a conquered 
people} after which they returned eaftward as far as gualiar, laying 
the country under contribution : the peafants implored the protedtion of 
the emperor, and the whole court was under great alarms. 

The GREAT MOCHOL therefore ordered an army to be provided ; and 
DEVRAN KHAN“, his firft minider and alfo his vizir with feveral other 
OMR AS ”, w'ere appointed to command it. Inftead of giving battle to the 
MAFiARRATTAS, whofe numbcrs were much inferior to the emperor's 
troops, they made a compofition to pay a fourth part * of the revenues 
of DEHLiE, on condition that they would retire, and lay down their 
arms. Thefe lords then returned home in purfuit of their pleafures. The 
whole court was devoted to amufement, and appeared in fome meafure 
in the circumftanccs in which that of shah hussein had lately been, in 

PERSIA. 

The pufillanimous conduct of thefe generals, was the ocOafion that 
BAjEERAu, at the head of his maharrattas, took up arms again the 
next year, notwithftanding the contribution agreed for had been pundlually 
paid. They plundered many places, and intended to march as tar as 
AKBAR A BAD Upon this, DEVRAN KHAN and the vizir marched 
againft them a fecond time, and got up with them a little after they 
paffed the river jumna, intending to penetrate the province * of saadit 
KHAN. But this general having notice of their dehgn, marched againfl 

S 2 them 

* Thefe people are fomet^ues called ; they inhabit t'.e hldu r 

^ He was the paymattcT“gencral of rhe erupire, whom they c.*ll 0 ‘jt<a ‘s 

the plural of emir, fignitying prince or great, a tide given 10 peifons of die hrft rauW in i nm a, ^9 
already explained ; this word is alfo wrote umeras, * This they call c;<or, a ate 

which h s been often attempted to be impofed on the more peaceable Indian.^. > Af.R a, 

this was foimcrly the capital. ^ Mr. and Mr. ottfr mention x- the 

vince of audih, which the former places beyond pen j a b ; this mnil be a nuilahv, or 
Harrattas m ill have tuavclUd over a vail trad of country. 


1736. 
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[736. them with a‘ great force, and defeated them : devran .khan - and the 
vizir having joined saadit khan, purfued the maharrattas, who 
w'cre intercepted by ^ fa'ong body of aiogholi, and put to flight. The 
offence which kaadit khan took at the compromife made by de- 
VRAN KHAN with thefc free-bootcrs, together \vith the great opinion he 
had conceived of his own merit, were the chief occalion of his rctir- 
iiig to liis province difeontented. 

In -the mean time, alahommed shah was not ignorant that ntzam ag 
AtULvrr.K was the real author of thefc diforders j wliieh it would liardlv 
be poflible to prevent, unlefs ])C returned court. The emperor tiic rc- 
fore lent him an invitation under the flrongefl; afluranccs, not only of fe- 
curity to his perlon, hut alfo tiiat noth.ing fhould he wajUing to give him 
pleal'urc, 'This man was the moft diflingulfhed for his abilities of any 
of ti)C INDIAN lords : their cabals were the chief occafion of plunging 
tlic (late into difficulties ; he had often recommended the adtniniflration 
of jufticc as pradtifed in the reigns of the former emperors, particularly 
that of his old niafler auringzlde 5 but the unhappy fituation of the 
court rendered his advice incffedtual, fo that he retired to his govern- 
ment very much dilgufled. He was irritated againfl devuan khan and 
other OMR AS, who iuid acquired an afcendcncy over the emperor, and 
crofled all' the mcafures which he had propofed, whilfl he fuw the court 
abandoned to buffoons and loofe women. 

N^zam al'muluck having been follicitcd to return to court, at length 
rcfolved to comply : but he left his fbn ghazi o’din khan to command 
in his province. He did not acknowledge that he had favoured tlie in- 
curuons of the maharrattas ; on the contrary, he declared that he 
had fupported liimfelf when the seyds would have taken his govern- 
ment from himj adding to this effedl: “ It plcafed the Almighty that I 
“ baffled all their defigns, in confequence of which I was mifreprefented 
“ at court. Your majefty alfo, induced by their intrigues, intended to 
“ come againfl me with a mighty army, but heaven diverted the defign, 

“ and 

® This prince died in 1707, after a happy reign of fifty lunar years. Hossa.n am 

foiiAi? and ABDALtAH KHAN, v/ho favourcd the young svltan ibrahim already mentioned. 
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“ and you did me the juftice to believe me a hiithfui fervant.*’ The 
credulous emperor •pcrfuaded of his integrity, would have made him his 
vizir, but he pleaded that he was a nERvnisvi, and iherelore not inclined 
to accept of fo high a llation 5 iliat there were many perfons about the 
court more capable of executing fo higli an office, and confcquei'tly he 
deflred to be excufed. 


This lord however met a very gracious reception, and was honour- 
ed with the title of asof j ah He foou difeovered that thiners 
were not luendcd, that dkvhan khan had his maftcr’s tar, and 
took pains to render him ridiculous ; even in tlie emperor’s prefcnce 
he mentioned liirn with the idgheil mark of contempt, giving him the 
name of a cheat Sucli infolcneics as this could not he rclilhcd hv a 
R-san of his fpirit : he at length declined coming to court, ail'd fecrclly 
meditated revenge. 


A true fenfe of humanity, and a riglit knowledge of mankind, can 
alone fapport us under fneh circumdanccs. If either of theic is want- 
ing, the corruption of the heart is apt to lead us to deftroy thofe, vdjo 


are the cccafion of our humiliation. V/iicn 
work, pride fuggefts a thouiami tx].K-d.!cntsj 
what mifehiefi will it not eff-ct? But whiife 


the imagination is let at 
and'whcre povvtfr is added, 
the (haft is aiujed at one. 


they forget that niiiiions may feel the wound. 

The vizir had made a double inter-marriage of his foa and daugliter, 
to the fon and daughter of nizam al mulucic, ffom whende the 
latter hoped to eilabliih an intered with him, in oppolltion to the other 
lords i and what he could not redify by his counfels, to confound by his 
intrigues. The vizir however took the oppoiitc party, and declined all 
violent meafures, except fucli as gratided iiis own avarice. This enraged 
the haughty Indian fo much the more ; that rather than not gratify his 
private refentment, he rcfolved to ufe the arm of a foreign enemy. lie 
knew thatsAADiT khan, governor of audih, was become a male-con- 


tent 


® AitoF jAH figniues in rank as asof, the name of him who Is pretended to have been vizir to 
SOLOMON* ^ Maimoundgi. This word iigmfies a (^uack doctof oj* chcac ; tut here ap- 

plicable to his cajoling addreft. 
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1736. ttnt as well as himfclf} he therefore entered into a fecret correrpondcncc 
with him, and it is faid tiiey both joined to inform nadir sha« of the 
flate of aifairs at tho moghol’s court. 

Tho’ it is granted, that nizam al muluck, might be aduated by a 
fpirit of revenge, it feeins to me highly probable that nadir did not 
iland in need of fuch inftruments, for the execution of his ambitious 
defigns. It can hardly be imagined, that he was ignorant of the ge- 
neral Hate of affairs in that empire, or of the immenfe riches poffcffed 
by the moghod. He Jenew alfo the valour of his own troops, and 
the effeminacy of the Indians.; how ealy is it then to believe, that a 
project of this nature might be formed by fo ambitious a man, vvhofe 
ncceflities for the fupport of his army would tempt him to a defperatc 
.enterprizei 

But it is not my bufinefsas an hiftorian to enter very deep into the more 
fecret fprings of Jiis condu<5t, which can be determined only by confe- 
.quences, and of thefe every reader ought to be permitted to judge j where 
the caufes of events cannot be clearly traced out, the mind may exercilc 
its faculty, in paffing that judgment which feems mofl; confilknt. 

It appears to me, that tho’ nadir had the wifdom to keep his own 
counfel, kc had taken the refolution of marching into India, in that 
exultation of heart, whicli arofe from his great fuccefs againll the Turks, 
The war, in which they were already engaged with the Russians, was 
certainly an additional reafon of his carrying this delign into execution. 

Having refolved upon this expedition, he nominated his fon riza 
KOUH MVRZA ' regent of Persia. This young man had already given 
fevcral marks of a genius very like his father’s, fo that from a fimilarity 
of difpofition nadir added the affedion of a friend to paternal love, 
and flattered himfclf into a belief, that the government would be fecure 
in his fon’s hands. 

* Hi.s father being now aeclared king, the title of myrza or prince of courl'c belongs to the ion, 
and by this name we ftiall hereafter call him, 

CHAP. 
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' 1 

CHAP. XVIII. 

I 

Ref exions on the different charaSlcr of Alexander the great and 
NADIR SHAH. Moral cdnfiderations on falfe glory. Motives to Ale- 
xander and NADiR’i invading india. Nadir leaves Isfahan in 
DECEMBER 1 736. ConduB of HUSSEIN KHAN, governor of KANDA- 
HAR, and of the Afghans. Riza kouli uxkzx fubdues the ousbegs 
of BALKH mid BOKHARA, llis indifcrcet conduB in Persia, Indian 
lords correfpond voith nadir. 

I N reviewing the expedition of nadir .shah into india, the detail of 1736# 
which contains the moft memorable part of this hiftory, the reader 
will indulge the inclination, to which the fubje<ft naturally leads me, of 
making -fome comparifon between this enter prize, and that of the cele- 
brated MACEDONIAN hei'o. It evidently appears, that thefe ravagers of 
the eaftern world, Alexander and nadir, were afluated by the fame 
predominant pallion j an unbounded defire of conquefi: ; Alexander in- 
deed had the ftrongeft defire of fame and glory ; nadir added to his de- 
light in military atchievements, an inlatiable thirll of accumulating riches. 

The one reigned by right of birth j the other by an ufurped power \ a 
power which could not be fupported without a great military force, nor 
that force without great treaiures. 

As an ordinary effect of their Intrepidity and rapid conqueils, both were 
the idols of their foldiers; till nadir became cruel and avaricious. Ale- 
xander was mofi; beloved ; nadir moti feared. The one afFeded a 
love to mankind ; the other did not fo much as pretend to ad upon 
principles of humanity. Both appear to us as objeds of terror and afto- 
nifliment ; but whilfi: fome mixture of love or compafiion is due to 
Alexander’s memory j nadir can only excite our hatred. The one 
bad a real generofity in his nature, and a noblenefs of fentiment, culti- 
vated by a liberal education ; the other, tho’ fnperior in natural parts, 
was cunning, deceitful, and illiterate. 


i 


Had 
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17:^6. ' Had ALi'XANDF.R been born to an humble fortune, perhaps he might 
have given greater proofs of true heroifm, than as a mighty prince and 
conqueror j iris heart was formed to a love of virtue, but not in a degree 
equal to his power. Though he was not cruel, he killed his intimate 
friend* ; though continent*, he burnt a city ’’ to pleafe a llrumpet. Is 
it a virtue to dilliels mankind ! A condudf fo injurious as his, may 
entitle him to the fame of a conqueror, but not of a hero. Nadir 
h'imfelf had qualities, whlcli are fometiines called virtues; yet we arc 
fare that nO prince, without renouncing humanity, can be in love with 
fnch a charader ; nor can I'uturc ages produce an imitator, wkliout ex- 
hibiting a pidure ihadcd with gloom and Iiorror. 

Human natiirc in all ages and countries is the fime ; but the fecret 
caufes by which one man differs fo much from another, are not fo appa- 
rent as the effedfs of different educations. There are few countries which 
have not had their Alexanders or their nadirs; men adkiated bv a 
certain heroic fpirit of military cnthufiafm ; confounding .ill the rules of 
morality and religion; exerting a boundlefs power of doing mifehief; 
committing adions as much fuperior to the comprehenfon of vulg;!r 
minds, as' conti'adidoi'y to ail the precepts of true philofophy ; and, in 
ihort, pro.ving by one conlbint purfuit, that the corruption of human na- 
tu!'c may carry mankind much fartltcr to do evil, by the i'ubfcrvioncy of 
others as wicked, tho’ not fo brave as tlremfclves, than ail the principles 
of virtue can lead us to do good, for want of virtuous inffruments. 

If we look back to pafl: ages, we fnd tlie world diflrcffed by men of 
this (lamp, under the fpccious name of conqueft. How intoxicating is 
the love of fame in the bfeaff of a prince, turned to wiir ! whole gc- 
mus is peculiarly military. The vain boaff of triumphs fcomis to divert 
tiacm Irom all thoughts of mortality, and tempts them to deify them - 
lelvts in their owii elleem. Amidil the din of war, a true fenfe of 
humanity is coidounJcd, and h.caven itfclf appears amiable only in its 
thunder. 2 

’ The 

t Wi’wh rclpctl Lo liic wife vf htvs, ^ Pi: rslfoj is. 


Cj . :Tur» 
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The natural greatnefs of the mind in men born to empire, feems to i 
hnd no objed adequate to it, except in conqueft and power. Men of 
underftanding indeed difcover the delufion j age add experience opens 
their eyes, and brings them down to the level of other mortals j it con- 
vinces them that the exercife of reafon, in whatever ftation heaven has 
placed us, is the only folid glory : this pafiion for conqueft will then ap- 
pear in its true garb of diftrefs and horror. Religion fteps in to unveil 
this pretender j and by fliewing us what the rule of the divine admini- 
ftration is, opens a feene of real and tranfeendent joys, which carries up 
the mind to the true fource of greatnefs. 

What juft reafon can be afligned for the invafion of india by Alexan- 
der ? Tho’ his conqueft of darjus may be cenfured by hiftorians as rafli 
and extravagant, as unguided by experience, and unfupported by wifdom ; 
yet if we confider the events previous to it, we lhall hnd his condu<ft cor- 
refpondent with the rule of princes in later ages. The expedition of 
XERXES, and other attempts made by the Persians to cnilave the Gre- 
cian republics, could not be ealily forgotten. To prevent any future 
defign of the fume nature, was to take tlie firft favourable opportunity of 
humbling the Persians. Tlicre was no other way to filence their feru- 
plcs, to gratify their jealoufy, nor to appeafe their refentment. , 

The PERSIAN monarchy in the reign of darius began to fink, in fomt 
ineafure, under its* own weight. Wealth had created lujcuryj luxury, 
'corruption ; both thefe contributed to the difunion and effeminacy of the 
people, and rendered them an eafy copqueft. If the unhappy circum- 
ftances of Persia at that time, were a concomitant motive to Alexan- 
der’s invafion, it did not invalidate the ftronger leafons of fclf-pre- 
fervation. 

Nadir had been lefs criminal, if the fame motives had carried him 
into INDIA ; but his expedition was certainly founded as much in avarice 
as ambition, or a fond notion of glory. ^ 

It is now two thoufand and eighty-fix years fince Alexander made 
his cx’pedition into india. Will the fame of nadir laft fc long? The 

VoL. IV. T arts 
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1736. arts and learning of Greece, aftorded the means of 'tranfmitting down 
the feats of the Macedonian hero in a clearer manner, than the lights 
we receive from Persia under her prefent circumftances, even in re- 
gard to what happened but as yefterday. Some events however may be 
traced out, and afford that fort of pleafure, which the mind feels in the 
contemplation of objedls of terror, whilft we enjoy, in a calm repofe, 
all the tranfporting charms of liberty, and all the happy efFe< 5 ts of a well 
regulated government. 

About the end of December 1736, nadir shah began his march with 
eighty thoufand men, of wlu’ch the greaten; part were cavalry. In a fliort 
time he was followed by a body of near thirty thoufand men, under tlic 
command of Tveii.mas khan, his lieutenant The fhortefl rout to 
KANDAHAR would havc been by khermanj but it was hardly poflible 
that fo vafl: an army could be fupported in a barren and defolate country: 
he therefore marched towards casein from whence he dirccled his 
courfe through khorasan ; but we have no particular mention of hiiu 
afterwards, till his arrival near kandahar. 

We have already .given a fliort account ^ of tliis province, the fource 
of thofe numerous calamities in which Persia was involved. What re- 
putation the inhabitants had acquired as warriors, has alfo appeared in the 
courfe of this narrative. Hussein khan, the brother of maghmud, wdio 
Avas murdered by ashreff, commanded in tliis place j he was a foidier 
of approved refolution, and aifuated not only by the ambition of remain- 
jjtg independent, but alfo by the ho])es of revenging Irimfeif of the 
PERSIANS for the flaughter of his countrymen. He Ifrcngthened his alli- 
ance with the TARTARS of BAEKH and s'amarcand, and alfo with the 
fevcral princes of the mountains, v/ho w'^erc in hopes of fcrcening them- 
felves from the tyranny of the Persian yoke. The force he luid col- 
lected is faid to have been above thirty thoufand men j and the quantity 
of provifions laid into the city of kandahar was fufiicknt for a very 
io.ng fiege. 

The 

€ 

^ \ CK iL or VE KEE h. ^ Somc accounts mention his b/ the way of khe r man* 

NvliiCii is very natural to fuppofe, Lad chat rout been Dradioublc to a great armv. ^ Vol. 111 . 

^hap. IlL 
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The Rhan, however, did not chufe to flnit himrelf up immediateljr 1737. 
within walls, but determined to try if he could not flop the progrefs of 
fo mighty an army, concluded by lo experienced a general. The great 
reputation of nadir did not intimidate thofe brave mountaineers the af- 
GHANS, who had fo oftbn triumphed over the pkrsians'. Hussein 
KHAN therefore marched a large body of his men to the banks of a river, 
which is a branch of the hindmend, there to ciifpute the paflage. They 
fiipported themfelves for fome time, but at length were obliged to retire, 
after the lofs of near two thoufind men. Nadir then advanced, in order 
to inveft kandahar. As he had no heavy artillery with him, it was 
impoflible he fiiould reduce a fortiheation fo advantageoufly lituated, by 
any other means than by famine j he determined therefore only to 
blockade it. 

Hussein khan was not infenfible of his danger; he offered to ac- 
knowledge nadir’s fovereignty, and as a tributary prince to pay him 
homaee, on condition he would retire to herat -without committing 
any further hollilities. This wa,s too mean an objed; for nadir’s ambi- 
tion; their terms not being accepted, the befieged refolved to try the for- 
tune of the arms. This extraordinary fiege Jaflcd till the dole of the 
vear. In the interim, the garrifon made many fallies, which coll much 
blood on both lides : one in particular, about the beginning cvf august, 
with the greateft part of. the afghan troops, who attacked the Per- 
sians with luch impetuofity, that it was with the utmoll difficulty they 
Hood the fliock. 

Nadir caufed a number of houfes to be built here, as he had done 
before at bagdat ; alluring huss'EIN khan, that he would not decamp 
till he had taken the place. The communication with pi;rsia was fup- 
ported, by means of the numerous detachnicats which were fent to fcour 
the country. In the interim, T/KHMas khan, liLs lieutenant, arrived with 
a reinforcement of thirty thoufa nd men, lb that he was in a condition to 
difperfe all the flying parties which had incommoded his camp. 

It is remarkable, that in the f.;vcral fallies made by the Afghans, they 
took* a great number of horfts belonging to the Persians, and carried 

T 2 them 
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1737. them into the city ; thefe being food familiar to them, contributed in a 
great degree to draw out the fiege to an extraordinary length. Nadir 
being mortified with fuch delays, entered at length into a treaty with 
HUSSEIN KHAN, and confirmed him in his government, upon condition that 
he would furrender the town, and that his army might be recruited with 
thofe foldiers who had behaved fo gallantly in the defence of the place. 

During the fiege of kandahar, nadir shah knowing the difficulties 
he fihould encounter, fent orders to riza kouei myrza, whom he left 
at MESGHED, to march with a body of troops and attack the ousbeg 
tartars of BALKH in order to make a diverfion, or at leafl to prevent 
any fiiccours coming to the Afghans from that quarter. Riza koum 
AtVRZA fucceeded in this enterprrzc j and from thence marched againft 
the ousBEGS of BOKHARA, who, in the interim, had made incurfions 
into KHORASAN. Having brought thefe tartars alfo into fubjedtion, he 
returned vidforious tp mesched. 

This young prince was in nothing inferior to Ills father, except the 
article of experience and judgment, as he plainly Ihewed, now that he 
was at liberty to adl as. the fovereign of Persia. Nadir had appointed 
liis brother ibrahim, governor of aderdeitzan, and made him inde- 
pendent of his fon. He alfo charged the prince to undertake nothing 
of moment, as far as the diftance of their fituatlon, and the circum- 
fiances of aftairs would admit, without the advice of his uncle ibrahim. 
The LESGEESy taking the advantage of nadir’s abfence, had invaded 
SHIR VAN. Ibrahim khan, who refided at tavris, put himfelf at the 
head of a body of forces to oppofe their progrefs, and coming to an en- 
gagement with them, he was killed in the field. 

The 

* Thiij i.^ the place ^vhere tameriane received the cnhgns of fovereignty in *370. This great 
conqueror was borniu keish, a day’s journey from samarcanp, in 1336, and fpread his conquefts 
over the neighbouring countries into 1 n o 1 a , as far as d E H l i e . Asia m i n o r , s y r i a , and ecvf t, 
aUo fubmitted to him, and he was victorious over badjazet the emperor of the turks. He fell 
iickat ATRAR, upon his march againil the TA RTARs on the borders of china, and died’in Fe- 
bruary 140^. Samarcand in his time was a city of great note; but the inceffant wars of tixat 
«oamry, have reduced it to mean condition. 
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The prince being now free of all bars to his authority, difplaced ha-^ I737» 
TEM BEG from his government of Isfahan, tho’ he was reputed a man 
of Ikill and integrity j and what added to this imprudence, he placed in 
his room a man of a low birth and cruel difpofition This aftion was 
followed by many others of’ a more oppreflive nature, fb that whilfl; na- 
dir was viftorious abroad, the people laboured under a tyrannical yoke 
at home : this ferved to foment that fatal fpirit of rebellion, to which 
the PERSIANS were too prone without fucli provocation. 

To retmm to nadir, whom we left in poffcllion of kandahar j 
during the tedious liege in which he had been engaged, fome dilcoii- 
tcnted lords, belonging to the moghol’s court, are laid to have held a 
treafonable correfpondence with him j among thele were nizam al mu- 
duck, governor of deccan, who was at dehlie, and saadit khan, 
governor of audih. Nadir, who was a mailer of intrigue and negotia- 
tion, being informed of the Hate of the moghoi/s court, and the feeble 
condition of that prince’s army, flattered the palHons of thofc who were 
difpol’ed to revolt, or fecretly to favour his defigns ; and amufed them 
with promiles of his protedlion, and other private advantages, wliitli 
would accrue to them in confequence of the fucccls, of his enterprise. 

Before nadir could penetrate into India, he had feveral diflicuhics 
to encounter. He was too good a general to make an ablblute declara- 
tion of his intentions ”, tho’ they were apparent enough. It was near 
the middle of this year, before he began his march to cabul. I’Jiat 
he might leave no enemy behind him, fome time had been fpent in ne- 
gotiating with the princes P of the country bordering on kandahar, 
who were tributary to the great moghol, particularly thofeof langor, 

DOST, and ciarura. To fome of thefe he made large prefents, and 

others 

^ It is remarkable that the peksians are very ifn(kil]ctl in the art of phyfick, notwithilar.Jing 
:)ieir faith in phyficians h very great. This governor happened to labour under a diftemper, which 
\fter fome months had baiHed the fkill of ihoie who undertook liis cure, fur which reafon he ordered 
:hem to be fined, and feverely beaten ; lUcli was the man whom the regent had preferred to the go- 
vernment of 1 SKA HAN, ® Moil accounts make him oilentatious in this inilance alfo, tho' 

it was by no means confident with his fafety, cither in regard to the turk s, or the enemy a^ainll 
ivhom he dcfigned to maich» Thefe are called ra j a hs, who are the chiefs of tho& 

people who arc diftinguiflied by the name of ze mi oars, which iigiuhcs poireiicrs of land. 
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‘others h® engaged in his fervice, fo that he had a fair profpedl of extend- 
ing his conqueft to the utmoft of his wifhes; however, he endeavoured 
to perfuade the INDIAN omras, that he confidered the, enterprise as 
impradlicable. 

t 

Nizam al muluck was informed that nadir direded his march to- 
wards c a bul : in order to intimidate nacir khan, who commanded 
the province and city of cabul, and sherzih khan, who was governor 
of the caftle ; he wrote to them, reprefenting the great difficulty of op- 
pofing the fortune and valour of nadir shah ; and as there was little 
reafon to hope they would be fuccoured by the imperial troops, they 
might do well to conlider, in what manner to provid<? for their own fc- 
curity. He wrote alfo to zekariah khan, the governor of lahor, 
who, as well as nacir khan, was in the intereft of devran khak, 
the great objedt of hatred to the two dlfcontcntcd lords. It was fuggcl't- 
cd to NADIR, that ii he could fecure a paflage through cabul and 
LAHOR, where the bravtil troops of india were Rationed, lie would 
find little renirancc in penetrating as far as the capital. 

Tile hrft place in nadir’s rout was ghorbund % which he garriibned 
with hir> own people ; from thence he marched to choznavi Tlic 
PATTANS in their mountainous relidences obliged the Persians to keep 
continually upon their guard, and had frequent fkirmiffies with them. 

The terror which had been fpread at the taking of kandahar, 
fadlitated the conqueft of places fo much inferior in ffrength. Ca- 
BUL, efleemed the gates of india on that fide, was the next objedf 

that 

^ Sometimes wrote couR-nEND. This is a (icnle in the mountains of ?ableston% and the en- 
trance into tiic country of goi/r, a. diilnt‘^1 to tlie north of khan j am. Tiiree days journey from 
ibcnce is mime no. ^'hc other conridcrabic places in this country are rusiack, and the torts of 
zArbriancl f. A GLAM, ncai* w hicH It Is preteode d arc rich mines. Between guoruund and abj- 
BARAN are icveral ot a deligJitful country. ® This is fometimes called gaznin or 

GAZNA. It is iiiid to be a commercial city, the dillance of eight days journey from bam i an, a 
mountainous country, wheie the air and water arc remarkably wholefoine and agreeable. The 
TURKISH writers rtprerciu, tint in this country are no venomous animals, and that tiie people Jive 
to a great age. Jt was alfo the refidcncc of the princes of the dynahy of the gaznevidI ; though 
fome, I believe, by miiluke place this city in kuorasan. See Vol. UL Note, page zy» 
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that obftru£ted his paflage. This city * is fituated oh the mer meh*>' 
RAN ", well fortified, and very difficult of accefs. It was formerly of great 
confideration among the Indians, and had fubmitted to that empire, 
upon condition of the fovereign’s being crowned there. Nacir khan, 
governor of the province, retired with his forces to peishor : but 
sHERziH KHAN defended the city with the utmoft refolution for a whole 
month ; repulfing the attacks of the Persians with his cannon and mulke- 
try, and killing a great number of them. 

If this general had been fupported, he might have bid fair to oblige 
NADIR to abandon his enterprize. Before the rediuftion of kandahar, 
he difpatchcd couriers to nacir khan, who'.; jarii'diction extended over 
the whole province; alfo to zekariah khan, governor of lahor, re- 
prefenting his dangerous circiimfiances, and intreating them to fend him 
fuccours. He alfo made the court acquainted v*. iih the progrefs of the 
enemy ; but this produced no effl nt. Fear had feized the minds of thefe 
lords, and they determined to follow the advice of nizam al muluck, 
and fubmit to tlie fortune and vidlorious arms of the Persian king. 

Nadir carried on the liege of carul with great fpirit. To convince 
the INDIANS of his determined refolution to prcfc'rve tlic exaiftcll difei- 
pline towards them, as well as to fupport his own authority, he eaul’cd 
the bellies of eighty of his iQldiers to be ripped open, for no other crime 

than being prefent when one of their comrades forced an Indian woman, 

? 

Nadir erefted batteries"'' upon the eminences near cabul, with wdiich 
he nlayed inceflantly upon the town ; and, at length, having made a fuf- 
ficient breach, in the inontii of June he took the place by llorni. Great 
part of the garrifon was put to the fword; among theic sherzim khan 

and 

* Here arc iron minci?, and aromatics. 

^ Thiti' river is alfo called hazarrs, or a ilioaCind, on account of the great number of towny, 
which arc fnuateJ on the banks. It runs Horn iKt: north to the I'outhsvard of this city, and then 
takes its ccnirfe to the call. After having palled NcnitaiiAn, four days journey lower, and phts- 
fiOR, two days journey farther, it goes to dlvav, a great ciry% lituated on the confiiix of the waters 
of i»£«tchikiure, which come from the mountains of kiouber in the well. Half a icaguc 
fr(Mn d abol is a village and a fort of the ihme name* ^ The avtillcry he had with 

him, vvao iuch as was portable upon camel; ; ol' this we fliall rcmaik furtlier. 
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and hif: Xoii fell a facrifice, ^ough their valour feenaed to have deferved 
a better fate. The conqueft of this place put the Persian king in 
poffeffion of a confiderable treafure, with a great value in jewels, arms, 
cloatbing, and provilions. The former had been fhut up in vaults ever 
fiiKe the reign of bahr shah the great moghoe j and were now of tlie 
greater confequence to nadir, as they enabled him to pay bis army. 
Befides, this was an carneft of the vaft acquifitions his foldiers muft cer- 
tainly make, if they fucceeded in the enterprize, which it was now 
apparent their king had refolved on. 


CHAP. XIX. 

The news of the faking of cabue arrives at dehlie. Meafures taken to op~ 

pofe the PERvSiAN army. Jealoufy between nizam al muluck and de- 

VRAN khan. Nadir fends an embajfy and writes to mahommed shah. 

The difficulty which nadir encounters in going from cabul to the banks 

of the iNDirs. Peishor taken. Zekariah khan, governor l ahor, 

acquaints the court of his ftuation. The Indian army marches to karnae. 

• * 

T T T H E N the news of the taking of cabul arrived at the court of 
V V the GREAT MOGHOL, this piiiice with all his lords were tho- 
roughly alarmed, and determined that there was no time to lofe in af- 
fcmbling an army to oppofe the Persians. What added to the terror of 
the court, were the advices of rajah * tchi sengue, who commanded 
a body of warlike people’^ about cashmir *. This prince being entirely 
in the intereft of devran khan, acquainted him, “ That the enterprize 
“ of NADIR SHAH had for fome time appeared to him, as a ffep con- 

certed 

* This is the title given to the feudatory Indian princes. ^ Thefe.are called raijpodts, 

and are ellcemed the bctl foldiers in indi.a. There are feveral tribes of them fubjeft to the ra- 
jjkMs, of whom foine are independent of the moghol. * Cashmir, or as it is wrote 

cisHMiR and kjchemir, is bordered by labor, tebet, and biddurshan, and is reprefented 
as a delightful and fruitful country, The mountains with which thefe people arc furrounded 
arc fo 00ng a fortiheation, that, according to the Turkish writers, hardly any of the eaftern ravagers 
h%\c penetrated into their country. They never felt any of the calamities which cikohiz kman, 

r the 
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** ccrted with fomc of the lords* of the MooHOt's court>j therefore he 171!- 
“ muft be on his guard j that sherzih khan was already &] lea a facri- 
“ fice to his fidelity j and that nacir khan had deferted his province 
“ and fled to peishor : at the fame time he offered his fervice to join 
“ the royal enfigns, and recommended to devran khan to undertaJee 

the command of the imperial army; whilfl: zekariah khan did 
“ his utmoft to oppofe the progrefs of the enemy through lahor.” 

Devran khan was fenfible of the fidelity of this prince, and faw that 
nothing but military force could fave the capital from plunder, or prevent 
all the fatal confequences of war, againfl; fo formidable an enemy as nadir. 

He therefore reprefented to the fultan, the neceflity of marching in perfon 
at the head of his army, as far as lahor, where he might join the khans 
ZEKARIAH and nacir. This advice was approved by nizam al mi;- 
LUCK, who prefled the execution of it; and to fliew a greater tender- 
nefs for the emperor, he added that his majefty ought not to expofe his 
perfon, but to flop at lahor ; w'hilfl himfelf, and the other chiefs, 
advanced with tlie army towards cabul, to give the enemy battle. 

The royal tents'*, with all the parade of an Indian monarch, were 
ordered to the gardens of shalimar, a fmall diflance frorft dehlie. 

The great moghol himfelf was upon his departure, when devran 
KHAN, to the furprize of the whole court, gave orders to fufpend tlie in- 
tended expedition. This to all appearance arofe cither from Ins jealoufy 
that NIZAM al muluck was in corrcfpondency with the enemy, or*from 
his contempt of the counfels of a man whom he abhorred. But fuch 

was 

the great tu rkum an conqueror, fpread over the call. Their capital is called .ser iNEKtea, and 
the river whkh palfe through their country, is very coniklcrable, and communicates with the 
TCHENHAV abovc MVLTAN. Thc inhabitants of this country are ailb remarkable for their vivacitv, 
and the beauty of their perfons. The delicacy of their climate might natural iy incline them to vo- 
luptuoufnefs, but they live much according to natuie, their pleafures being for the motl part inno- 
cent and fimple ; they love dancing and muiick, and drink wine in moderation ; they are idolaters; 
of the religion of the >MAcr, and many of them given to devotion and mortification, rhey aie 
remarkable for the manufai£tute of the fine fafhest in fo great ufe all over the eaft. 

» There are feyeral of thefe moghoe omkasj who sue TART^its and Persians by cAtraclion, 
wiio. (c^mtd no% to b<j the greaceft objeds.of the jealoiify of the rajah* ^ Psuu- 

KUANNA is the term given to the royal tents and their appendages in a, 

V0L.IV. U 
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*^ 3 $* of that coarv on whom the tnihappy ismANs de- 

pt^ded at this tirftc fbr thelf iafety. ; v k y j 

Nizam al muluck being informed of fo unexpedcd a change of 
icounfels, returned to court, and renewed his intreaties, that the army 
might march to lahor : but the ditcord which reigned among the chiefs, 
confounded all their meafures^ The officers, who knew that devran 
KHAN was devoted to the intereft of their mafter the great moghol, 
ncid an implicit obedience to him, in all the expedients he tried to ob- 
expedition. Thus it was difficult to determine, whether de- 
VRAN KHAN did not adl more like an open traitor, than nizam al mu- 
1 , ugk as a jfecret one. , 

Nadir having made himfelf mafter of cabul, difguifed his future 
defigns under the cloak of friend ffi ip. For this purpofe, he lent an em- 
bafl'ador with a letter to makommed shah the Indian emperor. The 
contents are as follows : 

Be it clear to the enlightened mind of your high majefty, that my 
“ taking cabul is entirely out of zeal for religion', and friendlhip for 
** you. ,I never imagined tliat a king of muffijlraen would be tribu- 
tary to the wretches of Deccan My ftay on tliis fide the indus 
“ is witNa defign, that when thefe infidels lhall move again towards 
“ HiNDosTAN 1 may fend a vidorlous army to drive them to the 
“ abyls of hell. 

*' Hiftory abounds in proofs of the file ndfliip which have fubfifted bc- 
“ tween our kings and your majefty ’s royal predccelTors. And now, by 
MORTiSA ali I fwear, that I neither had, nor yet have any other 
** view, than to exprefs my friendlhip, and Ihew my Concern for reli- 
** gion. I always was, and will be a friend to your illuftrious houfe, 
‘‘ whatever fufpicions you may entertain to the contrary.*' 

It 

^ This ht calls itxAVi, by which is meant fafety ; and here the word is meant to denote the ma- 
mom MEDAN religion. ^ The maharrattas, whom I have already mentioned as the 

chief diftorbers of the moohol’s empire. Thefe people are idolaters, and were at this time verjr 
poy/erful. • This river is called attok, which is the name given by the 6 m. ibm- 

T AL^o the upper part of the indos. ^ The empire in general is called Hi »D05 TA|i> 

here'^l^.rc peculiarly applicable to^ the province of n i h l i e . 
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It Is very^hafd to reconcile this contents of Uais letter upon any prm- l 
ciple of common probity; but this indeed was what nadir had 
leaft pretenfions to. ’ 

Though we have obfcrved that cabul is the key of the weftern and 
northern parts of india, there is a confiderable tradt of country between 
that city and the Indus, which has been generally confidercd as the barrier. 
The cheapen and rooft pradlicable method for the execution of nadir** 
defigns, was to cultivate a good underftanding with the people of thofe 
quarters. The safis, a tribe of pattans, in that country, are remark- 
able for their valour, and might have given him great trouble. He 
therefore entered into an alliance with them, making part of the plunder 
of cabul the price of their friendfliip. 

His next ftep was to engage in his intereft nacir khan, who was at 
PEisHOR. Tho’ this chief had not the courage to remain in or near cabud, 
the frontier town of his diftridl ; yet he was not totally intimidated. The 
court fent him no fupply of troops, but affifted him with a remittance 
of forty lacks ^ of rupees; by means of this fum he might raife forces 
to join the PATTANS of that province, and oppofe the enemy. In ex- 
pe<ftation therefore of further reinforcements from dehlie, "he levied 
men, and prepared to fight the Persians. • , 

Nadir having left a ftrong garrifon in cabul, fent feveral meflage^ 
to NACIR khan, to invite him to a fubmifiion ; and then Continued„ his 
ma,rch towards peishor. Palling the be;hat\ and the cou^ he ad- 
vanced into the narrow defiles, which cover that province. Here fcvcral 
INDIAN princes aflembled their troops, cutting down trees, breaking 
up roads, and ufing other inventions to obftrudd his march. The fre- 
quent attacks of thefe mountaineers, incommoded him for near a whole 
month, during which, fpacc he loft a confiderable number of ineii4 

IJ 2 Thofe^ 

» A laclc in 100, oco rupees of 2/. 6 / confcquently thh Turn makes (;co,co^^* 

* Tlie amiont name when a t exanubr invackd ikoi a was corn ax t* Ckoa 

The boWers of. thefc rivm were then iuh:ibit<?d by the ARAi^oct antJ" othei- uarions mcr.tioncii by 
attticut hiHorkus. • a- 
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1738* • Thcfe, who arc verfed in ttiHitary affairs, kno# thit it is difficult for 
an army to pais thro’ defiles, even when there is no efteisiy W oppofe it j 
but a long trad of mountainous country, inhabited by people accuftonbed 
to arms, muft expofe the moft fOTmidable body of troops to great danger. 
Nadir was at length obliged to enter into a treaty with their chiefs : he 
declared that he nieant them no harmj and reprefented to them that 
they were certainly enemies to their own intereft, by appearing in arms 
againft him, when he was ready to receive them under his protedion, to 
make them prefents, and even to engage them in his pay, that they might 
fhare his fortune in the war. 

iik ^ 

It was a favourable circumftance to nadir, that the iNDtAN court 
had kept thefe mountaineers in arrears for their pay. All the ordinary 
emoluments which were wont to be allowed them, the corruption of 
the moghol’s minifters had with-held during four years. The governors 
of the neighbouring provinces had deferted their polls, or negleded to 
•arm themfelves in a manner fuitable to the occufion. Under thefe cir~ 
cumflances, thefe people liftened to nadir’s propofitions, and at length 
not only opened a free pallage to him, but numbers of them eniifted them- 
felves in his army, infbmuch that it foon became as ftrong as when he left 
KANDAHAR. The sAFis iu particular, after they had joined the Per- 
sians, conduded nadir the fafeft and fliortcft way to peeshor, 

}t is natural to conclude, that the Persian king expeded that fuch 
ads of hoflility would alarm the Indian court, and not only occa- 
lion the greater preparations to oppofc him, but probably induce tliem 
to remove a great part of their riches. Whatever his motive might be, 
he fent another embaffy to the great moghol. Mahommed khan, 
TURKUMAN*, was chofcD for this purpofe, and difpatched in the 
month of august, with offers of friendfhip, and to demand the fiim 

of 

^ The revenues of this moumainoas country being infnfHcient to maintain a body of troops able 
to guard the frontiers^ a certain fum of money was appointed to be annually remitted them, but of 
kite years it had been ncgkfied. ^ 

^ The fame may be obferved here of tvrk.uman as before of nA VOirOHE, viz, that thefe officers 
axe didinguiffied by their cqiantrics^ 
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of four ciwes*, auci fcmr provinces *" i as if NApm by this means int 1 
tended to enter into a compofition, or to render the refufel a more fpecious 
pretence for further hoftilities. ’ 


Pjeissor not lying dire<3:ly in the rout, nadir left the main body of 
his army, and marched with a detachment of cavalry towards that city. 
NAcir khan had collected a body of troops, but few of them had 
any experience: the greateft part not fufpedVing that the Persian army 
could have pafled the defiles with fuch expedition, dclerted upon the 
approach of the enemy. Nacir was thus left in the neighbourhood 
of PEisHOR, with feven thoufand men only j however, he caufed an in- 
trenchment to be thrown up, and with this fmall body he made a gallant 
defence for fome hours j but the Persians at length forced his lines. 
Moft of thole who efcaped the fword, were taken prifoners. The 
neighbouring pattans being now difpofed to court the friendfhip of 
NADIR, delivered up into his hand nacir khan, who fled from peis- 
HOR. The proof this general had given of bravery and fidelity, under 
fuch great difadvantages, engaged the elleem of nadir. He imprifoned 
him for fome days, but afterwards promifed him that protedion which 
he had not received from the mochol,^s court j and by thrciits and fiir 
words he won this brave man to his interell. 

The effeft of this vidlory was the taking of peishor, which nadir 
foon after entered in triumph. Nothing is faid concerning the riches of 
this city, tho’ we muft alfign fome proportion of wealth* to it, fince it 
is reprefented of confiderable extent, and the capital of a province. 


On the news that peishor was taken, and that nadir shah was pre- 
paring to pafs the indus, the moghol’s court, already in great difordei, 
was ftruck with terror. From peishor to dehlie is 450 miles In 
this diftanee are feverai rivers and difficult pafies, which it was ex- 
pelled would retard the march of the Persian army. The court was 
alfo flattered with hopes that zekariah khan, the governor of lahor, 

would 


^ A crorc is 100 lacks, or 1,250,000/. ; confequeiitly this demand was for five millions Her ling. 

® Thefc the INDIANS call soubahs. Soubahdar h <)ften ufed as governor or iicutenajit oi a 
province. ^ I'ht'y reckon it zgz cofs, each cofs of 4000 yards, or 2 i 
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1738* ^ould form an army capable of flopping the" progrefs bf the enemy. 
Thefe circuniflances however being infuffieient to rertibve their appre- 
henfions, a whole brore of rupees ** was at once iflbetl ont of the trea~ 
fury for enlifling men ; and five hundred carriage-guns of different kinds, 
with three thoufand harquebufles, were appointed for the expedition, 
befides a great number of barbed elephants, with aU other appurtenances 
of oriental warnors. ; 

Devran khan and NizAivi Ati MtiLuctCj had the joint command of 
the army. This circumllance alone was fufficient to have rendered tlie 
bell prqjeCled delign abortive. We need not go fo fiir as indI A, to fee the 
fad effects of thofe enterprizes, which are left to the joint management of 
men at enmity with each othefl The third of December they pitched 
their tents in the neighbourhood of DEHErE. Saadit khan, the go- 
vernor of AUDiH, was fent for to co\irt to join the other chiefs, or to 
command the emperor’s guards. This prince was already difpofed to re- 
treat to cASsi BENAUisP, but the chicfs entreated him to continue with 
them j repreientiiig, that liis ablence would be dangerous to the flate, 
under fuch critical circumilanccs. , 

Zekamah khan,* in the mean while, acquainted the court of the 
dangeroug fituation he was in ; that feveral of the tribes in the mountain- 
ous country had joined the Persi ans ; and that if they did not fend him 
an immediate fupport, he could not make head againll the enemy. The 
metchants anil many other perfons of the grcateft property in lahor,, 
in the mean while retired with their effects. 


The pomp tind ceremony of the imperial army of India, was at 
length fettled. This was one of the moft brilliant and numerous, tho’ 
not the mofl formidable, that had for many ages appeared in the caft. 
It confided of near two hundred thoufand fighting men, of which a great 
part was cavalry. Mahommed shah, the great moghol, command- 
ed in perfon, and nothing effential to the majefty of Iiis throne was want- 
ing, except wifdom, valour, and unanimity. 


• 1,750,000/. 
h pitid there. 


9 A city in the province of aleHarad, famous for the devotion wi lt K 


r 
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At lengtii, after? flow piarehes, and receiving fevcral feinforcements oif 1758, 
the road, tUey pitched their tents in the plains of KARNAi-j fifty-five 
leagues froin the capital. The young prince, sulta^j achmejj, had an 
equipage prepared for him with great pomp and fplendor, and was ap*- 
pointed commander of the van guard 

The circuit of the cacnp was very large % fortified with intrenchments, 
and a great part of it flrengthened with artillery. In the center were the 
emperor’s own quarters*} thofe of nizam al mu luck fronted them ; 
and under him was the particular ordnance of the court, and the train 
belonging to it. On the right wing was ©evran khan, the prime mi- 
ll ifler, with five other lords under his command ; kummir g'uin * khan, 
with three OMR as, commanded on the left} behind thefe weremany ge- 
neral officers, whofe names would rather confound than delight the reader, 
and among them were the jaats and aheers*. Though the fovereign 
commanded in perfon, yet each lord feemed t© be uncontroulable with 
regard to the refpeeftive body under him. 

Nizam al muluck, inftead of taking pains to encourage his foldiers, 

reprefented the valour and fortune of the Persian king as irrefillible. It 

is probable, that the inexperience of the Indians in ’the art of WUr, muft 

in any cafe have rendered them inferior to the veteran foldiers of nadir 

SHAH } but if we confider the unhappy fituation of this numerous army, 

it feemed to be coUe<fted only for the dcrifion of the Persians* 

$ 

■ % 

• ^ They call this the harol, which fignifics cither the van guard. Or the title of the oiHccr that^ 
commands any body of forces, which advances at the head of an Indian army, 

" Some writers mention it as twelve miles; but we cannot fuppofe they made intrenchments fo 
far, or that they could defend (b vaft a circuit, » Thefe are called mourcha, which 

iignifics either barricadocs or' intrenchments; from whence wt may infer he had a particular in- 
trenchment within the main circuit of the camp, • Thefe words fignify the moon of 

religion. This perfon was the viair to the cRjtAT mocuoi, ® Thefe ar^ two dif- 

ferent tribes of the r a i j f o tr t t. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.^XX. 

Nadir'j pomp lohen he entered the Indian territories. His manner of 
paffing rivers. Short account of the Indus : Nadir pajfes this river. 
Jeminabad and lahor taken. Nadir arrives on the plains of 

KARNAD. 

1738- XTICTORY feemed now to court the ambitious nadir : elate 
V with the hopes of giving laws to this vaft empircj he affeded a 
more than common ftate. 

CoSSEM KHAN WaS his ATHEiMAT DOULET '* : he, with the ARRIZ- 
BBGi *, were the peribns through whom moft of the orders w'ere given, 
and petitions preferred. Nadir’s fentences, as at other times, were very 
fummary, and his bulinefs difpatched in a fliort time. He required in- 
formation of every thing that paffed, and obferved a ftrid admin iftration 
of juftice; he attended bufinefs very regularly, fitting in his tent of audi- 
ence till noon and after repofing himfelf a fhort time, he returned 
again, and remained' there till the evening. His chiaux’' were kept to 
tlieir duty more than ufual, to proclaim his vidories as he palled along j 
belides thefe and his great officers of ftate, a conliderable number of 
young men with ftandurds of red filk adorned with lilver, were order- 
ed, to attend'upon extraordinary occafions. 

The great preparations which were making at the moghoe’s court to 
oppofe his progrefs, feemed to give him no fort of concern. On the 
contrary, he prepared himfelf to receive the homage of the Indian lords, 
and fir ft of zekariah khan, the governor of lahob. After eftablilh- 
ing a garrifon at peishor, he advanced to the banks of the indus, where 
* 739 ' arrived the beginning of January, He had already taken his mca- 

5 fures 

* See Vol. Til. page 41. Signifies fupporter of power, or as feme conftrue it, the fecority of 
fortune ; this is tJie fame perfon whom I have mentioned in Vol. I. page 258. This man was alfo 
honoured with the title of nazem mumazem, or him who fets things in order; and mAthir al 
MU L u CK, or worthy of a kingdom. « The prefenter of petitions. 1 The 90* 

guards mentioned in V'ol. I. page 25 1, 
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fiircs for the pafTage of that river. Mahommed beg % was prevloufly 175(). 
detached with a confiderable body of troops, to build a fufficieiit nuniber 
of boats, by means of which he might throw a bridge over the river. 
Nadir’s ordinary method was to ufe two iron- chains®, to which he 
fixed the Jikins of beads blown up j thefe floating upon the furface, fup- 
ported the feveral parts of a fmall bridge of timber, vvlsich he carried 
with him. This chain being fecured on both fides of a river, ferved alfo 
to hold a regular bridge of boats. 

The INDUS of the antients, now more generally denominated the 
sciND, is one of the mod confiderable rivers in all asia: in India 
only the Ganges exceeds it. In this place it divides the provinces of 
LAiiOR and PEisHOR, and is commonly called the attok, from a great 
fort on the eadern fidcw It is fubjeft, like the Nile, to be overdown, 
and like that is one great caufe of the fertility of its banks j here are all'o 
numbers of crocodiles. Its courfe north to fouth is computed to 

be 900 miles or forty-two days journey. The feveral branches of it 
take different names ; the chief of w’hich are the siioun or sielmequs % 
the SHANTROU **, the ravi *, and the viah ^ thus forming five dreams : 
the province of lahor is for that reafon called pencab ^ j ’and is one 
of the mod fertile countries in hindostan. • 

Zekariau khan did not attempt to oppofe the Persian army at 
their palfjge of the attok. His real defign was to fubmit, agreeably 
to the counlel he had received from nizam al muluck j however, to 
fave appearances, he made preparations for a defence. Nadir marched 

diredlly 

This is the fame .m a hommed afterwards maJe a kHan, who wa:s avimiral of the caspiak m 
1744, and of whom I received fuch uiicivdl treaiincnt. See V"ol. I. page z.12, Some 

writers mention that nadir shah carried with him on canids a number of pieces of to be 

joined upon occafion, this may be cafily confounded w’lh the parts of a bridge, which d.d 
carry with him for the padage cf fmall rivers, and which upon an extremity might anfwer hi:, pur- 
pofe over greater rivers. ^ Thefe are foinetimcs called leagues, but tiic map by p.o 

means allows above 12 or degrees^ confcqucmly it cannot exceed ^00 miles ; but if wc take in 
the courfe of the feveral large branches of it, the miles may be eafily rcckrncd 'eagues, 

' Ttie antient HYPHAsts. ^ fivoASPEs. ' Ace£1n.K:. 

* Hydraotejj. E Or f. VC waters, 
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1739. dire6lly to yeminabad, a city offomc note in the juflfditlion of zeka- 
RiAii KHAN. Here kullinder khan commanded with a body of ten 
thoufand men, deligning to oppofe the Persians. Nacir khan, who 
now had a port in nadir’s army, was entrufted with the attack of this 
citv, wliich the Persians took, and killed the Indian general. Nadir 
had fent to zekariah khan to invite him to a fubmiffion ; the mef- 
fenger was called before the general divan, and treated with fome inci- 
vility. This however was but an effedt of policy to difguife his refo- 
lution to furrender. He then marched out, and advanced above twenty 
miles from lahor, with an army of twenty thoufand men. As foon as 
he heard the fate of yeminabad, he retreated back immediately to the 
capital of the province. Here he made a fhew of defence, but after three 
days capitulated, on condition that the city fliould be fpared. 

This is the country of which porus was king, when Alexander 
made his memorable expedition into India. The neighbouring pro- 
vinces were then ruled by their "Terpedtive fovereigns, as we notv find 
them divided by the jealoufy and corruption of their chiefs. The fccne 
of his firft exploits in india was on the banks of the gur/eus ', whicli 
he paffed. , The eadern lide of this part of the indus was called taxila. 
Here we find that mophis, king of the country, fubmitted to Alexan- 
der, who confirmed this Indian prince in his dominion, or in other 
words, did not commit any violence or injulHce towards him. As an 
cftedl of the ganerofity of the Grecian hero, mophis received the name 
of TAXiLEs. What future ages may think of modern hiftories, I am no 
judge; but there are numerous eircumftances in antient accounts, even 
in authors of the highefi; reputation, wiiich appear as the fumes of fu- 
perfiition or the creatures of fancy : we mutt not however be ingenious to 
undeceive ourfelves in things of an indifferent nature, fo long as they give 
us pleaiure. We know how hard it is to come at the truth of things 
which happened ycflerday. 

Porus, the fovereign of lahor, was exceeded by the fkill and for- 
tune, rather than by the valour of the Macedonian conqueror ; he led on 
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bis chariots of war and embattled elephants, difdaining to yield. Jn 1739. 
this he feems to have judged ill j if he had facrificed to the pride of the 
GRECIAN inftead of his own, and only paid the tribute of a formal fub- 
miflion, he might probably have faved the lives of twenty-tliree thou^ 
fand INDIANS, who are faid to have died that day in defence of their 
liberty. Under the notion of clemency, Alexander then reftored to 
him the kingdom which he could not keepj nor was there one good 
realon why he conquered it. The only true beneficent adtion he did, 
was to reconcile taxiles and porus. 

After fubduing Persia, and all the country as far as this place, his 
foldiers, happily for the Indians, were at length tired of their knight- 
errantry, and in lifted upon returning home j he therefore made this the 
boundary of his vidory in the eaft, though he had defigned to march as 
far as the gangks. He returned to babylon with the name of a con- 
queror, tlio’ with much lefs treafure than nadir shah, In his way home 
he fubdued all the country on the banks of the indus. He fentpartof 
bis forces in Ihips down that river into the Indian ocean j from whence 
they entered the gulph of Persia, and direding their courfe up the 
TIGRIS, arrived at babylon. Thofe, who marched by land, crofted 
s ABLEST an aiul SEGESTAN, not without fcvcral encounters with the in- 
habitants of thofe countries, in which much blood was fpilt.* Thence 
traverfing persis which owned the conqueror, after a perilous and 
laborious march he arrived at the feat of his empire, havipg been abfent 
twenty months. 

Nadir remained at lahor eight days, and refrelhed his army in the 
gardens of shalimar * j he then pafted the river shoul, and traverfing 
SERHIND and taniseer, he arrived with forty thoufand men in the 
neighbourhood of a village called tillauvri, which is not far from the 
plains of kaRnal. Here he halted to reconnoitre the fituation of the 
INDIAN army, and determine what meafures to purfue. After a march 
of twenty-five months for eighteen hundred and fifty miles he was al- 

X 2 moft 

^ Nt)w FA RSI STAN. * Thcfc gardens are of the fmie name as thofe of dehlie. 

This cbinputatmn is from isfaha.s, viz. from that city to aR is reckoned 104O miles, 

and from U'ence to i>i. Ji t » c Bio, 
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ly^g. arrived at the fruition of the dcfired ohje<i|. It not'^^itficult 
in a general of common fagacity to forefee, tliat fo vaft a multitude of 
people would not be. able to fupport themfelvcs long in that fituation ; 
and they niufl either difpcrle, or come to an engagement. 


CHAP. XXL 

"Tte Jiimber (f ibe pfrsian anu^, Saadit khan arrives at the Indian 
camp, lie and devuan khan begin the engagement. NADia’i/Air- 
tagem to drave the Indians to battle, Saadi t khan taken prifonevy 
and DEVRAN KHAN mcrtaUy ^,voiinded. Nadir’i jnanner of oppojing the 
INDIAN elephants. Lofs of the Indians in the field, Dijlrefs of the 
INDIAN camp after the battle, Intervievj hetojeeri nadir and nizam 
al muluck j alfo between the Persian king and the great aioghol. 
Numbers of the Indians fain in marauding, Mahommed shah de- 
livers bimfelf into the hands of nadir. Indian ef'ebis fealed up in 

DEHDIE.* 

N adir was now within ten miles of the Indian army. On 
the i2jh of FEBRUARY he difpatched hahdgee khan with 
iiis advanced guard ", confifting of fix thoufand of the heft troops of 
kourdistan. His whole army amounted to near one hun.dred and 
fixty thoufand men, of which a third part were feryants and domeflics: 
thefe having coUefled a fufficient number of camels, liorfes “, and mules 
in their rout, were all mounted, and fome of them completely arm- 
ed. Their women, being not lefs than fix thoufand, were drefied with 
great coats’’ of crimfon cloth, after the manner of the men, and not to be 

diftin- 

* Kourrol, which h the fame as the harrol of the Indians. • Thcreare in the 

highland country of kandahar and cabul u finall kind of horfes called yabous> which very 
krviteable. p Thefe arc called rarrannii barran fignifies rain, from whence the 

name of this coat Is derived. 
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diftingi^ed at a diftance j fo that die whole made a very formidabic 
appearance. 

Nadir finding the water at tillauvri infufficient to fupply his fol- 
diers, advanced two rriiles^ nearer the Indian army; and the 14th of 
FEBRUARY he encamped not far from the rear of devran khan, at a 
time when saadit khan was juft arrived in the camp of the great 
MOGHOL, with a reinforcement of twenty thoufand men. Whatever the 
nature of s a adit’s treafon might have been, as foon as he faw his fel- 
low-fbldiers in diftrefs for provifions, and ready to be over-whelmed by 
a powerful and fortunate army, the impulfe of his heart carried him 
iaftantly to the tent of mahommed shah, and with the freedom of 
a foldier he told his fovereign, tijat there was no time to be loft in- 
giving battle to the Persians ; that if the other generals refufed to 
follow him, he would commence the attack with fuch part of his 
troops as were come up; defiring rather to die fword in hand, than 
fall inglorioufiy into the power of an enemy through the necefllty of 
hunger. 

Nizam AL mu luck, who feemed never to have intended to brine 
things to the extremity of a battle, oppofed this counfel ; pretending, 
according to the fuperftition of the m.ahommf dans, that the day was 
not fortunate; and as there was no ncceffity, tliey ought to deftr 
Saadit khan, though fufpebfed of being leagued with, this treacherous 
niinifter, had too much ardour as a Ibldier 10 be reftrained by any liielv; 
confideration. 

In the mean while, the fix thoufand kourds detaclicd by nadir shah, 
through the defirc of booty, had fallen on a party of the Indians, aad 
began to pillage the baggage of devran khan. There was no time to 
debate: saadit khan mounted his elephant, led on his forces, and re- 
pulfed the kourds. Devran khan, now roufed by a jcaloufy of the 
glory of a man, whom he knew wilhed his difgrace, brought his men 
alfo to the charge immediately, with adefign to fuppoit saadit khan ; 
fo that the engagement grew warm on both fides. 


NadiRj, 
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• Napih» being appriled of what was pafling, fent a body of troops to 
afiill his van ; and jealous of fupporting the reputation of his arms in 
his firft encounter, he detached three thoufand of his beft troops in three 
different bodies, and placed them in ambuni. He alfo fent a fmall body 
of five hundred men againfi devran khan/ and another of the fame 
number againft saajdit khan, in order to draw them into the field. 
Having then made a proper difpofition of the main body of his army, 
he advanced at the head of a thoufand afshar horfe to direft the 
battle. 

This difpofition had the defired effedf. The three thoufand men in 
ambufeade falling upon the troops of saadit khan, put them to flight, 
and took their general prifoner. Devran khan being followed by 
above twenty omras and general officers, at the head of tiicir rcfpec- 
tive bodies, fupported his ground with great refolution, till the engage- 
ment became more general. At length having received a dangerous 
wound, he fell extended upon his elephant, and was carried off the field. 
A report that he was dead, fpread a difmay through the whole in- 

niAN camp. 

• 

Tliere was a circumftance pretty remarkable, which I find omitted by 
thofe who have given us an account of this battle. They mention in- 
deed the elephants, but not what ufe was made of them. Thcfc for- 
midable animals were conduced at the head of the Indian army, 
and armed for battle : they have ever been reprefented in eaffern W'ars as 
objefts of great terror ; their fize, the caftlcs upon their backs, and all the 
apparatus of war, have been deferibed by hiftorians, painters, and poets, 
in a light which fills the imagination with dread. Nadir was not igno- 
rant in what manner the Indians fight, and' therefore caufed a number 
of ftages to be made, and fixed acrofs two camels. On thefe ffages he 
laid naptha, and a mixture of combuftibles, and ordered them to be fet on 
fire, it is well known with what terror thefe huge animals behold this 
clement ; fo that inftead of over-turning the Persian army, at the ap- 
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pmach df the camels the ekpha^^^ turned about, and put a great part* 1759 
of the INDIAN army into confufion. 

• 

In this battle feventeen thoufand Indians were flain, among whom 
were a great number of pepfons of the firft diflindion. Thofe who fled 
from the field, fpread terror and confufion through their whole camp. 
Several took the opportunity of plundering the tents of their own com- 
manders. Numbers, who attended the baggage brought into the field, 
fled towards dehlie, which afforded a favourable opportunity to the 
PERSIANS to kill and pillage at difcretion. In this adtion not half of 
the INDIAN army was engaged, and only about fifty thoufand of the 
troops of NADIR SHAH j hc loft Oil his part only two thoufand five 
hundred men, who were interred the fame night j but there were near 
twice as many wounded. 


Devran khan loft his eldeft fon, and the wound he himfelf had 
received, proved mortal. His great lofs of blood occafioned his fainting : 
when he came to his fcnfes, hc had the additional afflidion to find all his 
tents and baggage plundered j they were therefore obliged to carry him 
to the tents of mahommed shah, to v/hom he had been reported as 
killed. The fight of this favourite minifler, under thefe nifclancholy 
circumftances, gave the emperor tlie deepeft concern. In a fbort time 
after this lord died of his wounds, which reemed to give him lefs pain, 
than to behold his enemy nizam al muluck triumphing in the 
•favour of his mafter, and planning fehemes to gratify his’ bafe refent- 
menti 


III this confufed ftate of affairs in the Indian camp, nadir shah 
advanced to the quarters of kizam al muluck j this general had been 
joined by feveral other lords# who drew up their forces in a line of battle, 
as if they meant to ftop the progrefs of the enemy. Night coming on, 
prevented the Persians from purfuing their vidory. The Indian 
camp was now fo very thin, that from the emperor’s own quarters to 
thofe of NIZAM AL MULUCK, wliich was near two miles, hardly any 
pcopls were found. In the night a grand confultation was held, in 

which 
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a%muluci£ felated in the; mpft ;affe<Slli)g inanneFj the^ 
deplorable ftate to which the fortune of that day had already redoeed the 
court j expatiating 11)3011 the hital effedfa of war, and the danger to which 
the emperor’s perfoa w’as cxpofed •, that every moment brought news of 
the death of fome perfon beloved by his majefty, and of great confe- 
ijiicnce to tlie date ; his opinion therefore was to accommodate matters 
with NADIR suAii, fince they could no longer depend on the fuccefs of 
their arms. 

The INDIAN monarch, though no warrior, was more inclined to truft 
to the fortune of a fecond battle, than to confent to an acGommodallon, 
which could be bought only at the price of immenfc treafures, and muft 
upon other accounts be inglorious* But thofe on whom he moft depended 
Iiad been killed or dangeroufly wounded 5 fo that no proper perfon could 
be found in. whom to confide the command of his forces ; nor was he lefs 
at a lofs as to the direction of his councils. Whatever fufpicions he might 
entertain of nizam al muluck, the afcendcncy which this miniller had 
acq.ivircd, in fome mcafure obliged him to trull him implicitly. The 
death of devran khai^, at once removed the bar to the ambition of 
NIZAM MULUCK, &s wcll as the objeCl of his hatred. At length full 
power was given to this miniller, to treat with the Persian monarch. 
Azim AL*i KHAN was appointed to attend him j of which nadir shah 
was acquainted. The third day after the battle, the ceremonial being 
previoufly ad^ulled, they pitched their tents between the two camps : 
and a persjan officer was fent to condmft thefe Indian lords into the 
prefence of nadir shah. 

The PERSIAN monarch received them in a gracious manner, caufing 
them to fit in his prefence ; and then he fpoke to this elTed : “ It is now 
** four months fince 1 fent my embaffulor to mahommed shah yout 
“ mailer, to demand of him the payment of what is due to Persia j 

why has he detained my people, and given me no anfwer j and at 
“ length obliged me to make fo long and laborious a march;?” Nizam 
AL MULUCK excufed himfelf, alledging that he had been in his govern- 

3 " ment 
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he came to cou# he had^ 

€ndeavears to bring the aff^ condufion, but that his detnancis were 
greater than the empire could anfwfer ^ 

I^ADiR'fmiled at the excufc, and ihewed him the accounts of tl^c 
^vioGHOL’streafure; adding to this effed:: “The grand-father of ma- 
“ HOMMED SHAH and unclc of jEANGuiR, once demanded of Persia 
“ the fuccour of ten thoufand men, Persia font them, and bore the ex- 
“ pence, on condition of being reimburfed ; which has never yet been done. 
“ By the treaties of alliance fubfifting between the two empires, they 

ought reciprocally to fupport each other. Persia having been long rent 
“ with civil wars, the fame force has been demanded of you ; but no 
“ anfwer was ever made. I have borrowed large fums, for which I pay 
“ interelf, to retake from the Turks the provinces which they had pof- 
“ feifed themfelves of belonging to Persia. The negleft of the treaties 
“ on your part, has been the caufe of the misfortunes which have hap- 
“ pened to Persia ; who is to repair thefe injuries ? I had intended to 
“ put your emperor and his troops to the fword, but I will favour them ; 
“ go and tell him to come to me, and w'e will make up our quarrel in 
“ a convenient manner.” * , 

The 1 8th of February was accordingly appointed for the meeting of 
the two monarchs. Mahommed shah, emperor of hindostan, feated 
in a royal litter ilTued from his camp, attended by azim ali khan^ 
GHAzi o’piN KHAN, fevcral cunuchs, and about two hundred horfe ; 
he was met half-way by TiEHMAs khan, the lieutenant * of the Per- 
sian king, who paid him the honours due to his rank, t .chmas then 
required the eunuchs and cavalry to haltj and attended the great mo- 

GHOI, 

^ It is faid that N 1 7 . AM at* )tiiii.ucK went fo far as to make him the fervile compliment, that 
the defirc of feeing a king of fuch renown, and to kifs the duil of liis feet, was fo great, that they 
purpofely neglected his requeit. The orientals dcil much in hyperboles-, but fuch a coniplimeat 
ac this would rather have infultcd the common fenfe of the prince to whom k was paid, than giatiiicd 
his pride. According to what is related, this Indian did afttully invite nadir into India, hard- 
ly forCieing what would happen, ^ Takut iuvan, which fignihw a moving thepnet 

‘ Vakeel or VEKIL. 
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was met by njssr ali myrza, who was lent 
lather to condiid the Indian king * to the ro)sal . tent. 
forth to receive hiiiii and having placed him on his left-fide, after the 
ordinary , compliments, he addrelTed him to this elFe£t ; “ Is it polhble 
“ that you fliould have thus abandoned the care of your own affairs 
‘‘ to oblige me tp make you this vifit ? I fent you two embafla- 
“ dors j one of them contrary to the laws of all nations, and to the 
" hicndflrip fubnfiing between us, was murdered at peishor j nor 
“ did your minilters {'end me any latisfaitory anfvver to my letters which 
“ reached your hands. When 1 entered your dominions, you never de- 
puted any one to aik me who I was, or what my intentions were; 
even when 1 advanced to lahor, and fent you a meflage of falutation, 

" 1 received no anfwer. When tlie commanders of your forces were 
“ awakened out of their lethargy, inflead of negotiating for a reconcilia- 
“ tion, they met in a tumultuous manner to flop my progrefs. After- 
“ wards you cooped yourfelves up in your intrenchraents, without con- 
fidering, that if your enemy was flronger than you, it was impoffible to 
remain in that fitustion without being flarved ; and if he was weaker, 
" it was as diflionourable as unnecelTary : at length, without any pre- 
** caution, you put all to the iffue of one blow. Tho’ I faw how you 
“ were entangled, I made you offers of accommodation ■ ; but you was 
“ fo ill advifed, or puffed up with childifla conceits, that you negledlcd 
“ 'the terms of ray fi iendfliip, and abandoned your own intereft. Now 
“ you fee to what flreights you are reduced by the vidorious armies of 
“PERSIA. How little able you have been to govern your own people, 
“ appears by your granting for feveral years a tax to infidels, by whom 
“ it ought to have been paid j and you have fuffered them to over-run 
“ your country. 

“ However, as the race of temur have never done any remarkable 
** injury to the fovereigns of Persia, I will not take the eippire from 

“ you; 

• I do not find any mention made of fuch offer after the Indian army was affemblcd on the pla’ns 
K ARN AL, to which this feems to allude. ^ This tax, called the jexiau, was wont to 

be paid by thofc who were not m A uaMMiDANs, 







*:f' yott } i #eaii. to indei^ myfelf far the 

** war.^ ' have refreflied niy army at 'OEHEiK, aod received the 

‘‘ fabfidy * which mo paid, I will leave you in poflcfiion of your 

“'dominiotts.”" . ' ■ — - 

■.. .■» 

Mahommed shah hoard this fpeech with that filence, which tcftifies 
forrow and confufion i tho’ it was fbme confolation to receive alfurance 
of his life and empire. Language fo foreign to that of a court, could not 
but touch the heart of a king, whofe weaknefs did not amount to infen- 
fibility. It may perhaps appear a little ftrange, that the captive monarch 
fliould be fuffered to return to his own camp •, but our furprtze will 
ceafe, if we refledl that nadir had nothing to fear from his military 
force; and that as riches were his chief object, the more gently he con- 
ducted himfelf towards the Indians, till he fliould arrive atDEHLiE, the 
lefs danger there would be of their concealing or deftroying their treafUres. 

Mahommed SHAH retired to his camp, in fome degree relieved from 
his inquietude; tho’ he knew not into what difficulties the avarice of the 
conqueror might plunge him. He ordered the dead bodies, which lay 
fpread for near the fpace of twelve miles, to be inferred ; hut thofe who 
were wounded and unable to move, were left to expire, there ’being no 
one that could afford them any fuccour. At the fame time, the military 
cheft, with all the treafure of mahommed shah, was brought to nadir. 


Some of the Indian lords, who were forward to ingratiate thcmfcljvcs 
with the conqueror, reprefented that there were many thoufind Iiorfes 
and camels belonging to the foldicrs and followers of the moghol’s camp; 
and as by his clemency thefe people had received quarter, they ought nqt 
to think it any hardlhip to deliver fuch as his officers ihould think proper 
to chuie. To this he replied ; that the bread of foldiers depended^ in a 
great meafure, on their horfes ; and that the lofs of thefe in their pre- 
fent circumftances, might expofe them and their families to beggary ; 
and as he had given them quarter, they fliould depart unmolefted. 

Y 2 The 

* This is Vailed a. peiscush, or prefent from an inferior to a fupvnor. The fam for 

Iwerity crOrcs, which we fhall have occafion to , . • . ^ 
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nidde, tliat the futlets ^ by their cxtbrtions had raifed the price of bread 
tb an exorbitant degree, mahomaied shah ordered their ftops to be 
broke open. This anfvvered no other purpofe/ than to wafte and dlfperfe 
tile little provilioh that remained, To that a pcaind- bf wheat #a§ not to 
be had for lefs than the value of four fliillmgs. ' What had cohtributed 


to render the provifions fo cxceflive dear, was the vigilance of the flying 
parties of the Persian army, who within forty miles round the camp, 
had at different limes cut off not lefs than fourteen thoufand Indian 
marauders. A body of napir’s troops, ivho at this time were fent to 
TANISEEr, flaughtered a great number of the inhabitants, plundered the 
town, and returned to their camp with a conffderable booty. 


The next day, after the bodies of the Indians were interred, nadir 
fent an officer with a detachment to take poffeffion of the equipage of the 
great moghol } caufing it to be proclaimed in the camp, that every 
one might retire without fear of being flopped or infulted. He alfo fent 
his mafter of the ordnance *, together with the officer who makes fei- 
zures*, each with five hundred horfe, to feize all the ordnance and im- 
plements of war belonging to the emperor, and the lords of his court. 
He required moreover that aiahommed -shah, with his fon sui-tan 
ACHMED, and his emprefs malika al zumani **, with their domeftks, 
fliould repair to his camp : accordingly a royal tent was prepared for them 
in front of his own, and a thoufand Persian foldiers were appointed 
as their guard. 

In the while, naOir shah difpatched his lieutenant t^hmas 
KHAN to DEHLIE, with four thoufand horfe, to take pofleffion of the 
caftle. Saadit khan Was charged with the care of the city, together 
with the lioufes and effeds of the inhabitants j ftfi<ff: dlre<9:ioBS were alfb 

.... given- 

> Banians, who are moftly trading people in India. They are of a particular fed> who be- 
lieve the tranfmigration of fouls, whether of man or beaft? from whence they are very harmlefs in 
their condu^, left th^ fcould injure one of their owp friends or in the appearance of a 

bird or bead. Tow^pchi bashi. » N^ssaCKHchj jBA’SBi. 

^ This word fignihes the queen of the times. 
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j||U po ih^l4,bc doM g'Pfni 

Q#ij3ifis;^?|i^^ adding, that pQOie of the ciu^ 

2 ^ns (hqald dare to mdeft ^ The governor of the caflle 

being informed of what h^d pafled on tlie plains of karnajl, tpatjie no 
fcruple to pay an implicit obedience to the fummons of nadir’s lieutenant, 
and ad mit|ed him, together with all his troops. The palace was alfo 
prepared* for the reception of the Persian monarch. All the valuable 
effedls were fealed up, and a lift prepared of the omras, and aU the 
wealthy inhabitants of the city.. 

Nadir being mafter of all the jewels and of the military chefts of Ac 
INDIAN camp at karnal, gave a gratuity of three months pay to every 
foldier in his army. He then made choice of two hundred pieces of 
cannon, with Aeir carriages, out of the In dian ordnance, and fent them 
with other effeds under a ftrong convoy to cabul. 


CHAP. XXII. 

March ^ PERSIAN and armies from kkkum^ to dehlie. 

NADiRi entrance into dehuie. Saadix KHAnMeJln^s himfelf, Maf- 
facre q/' DTMhiB. s conduSt after the majfacre, 

T his dlfpofition being made, nadir began his march towards 
dehlie. His advanced guard ‘ eonfifted of four thoufand men, 
who ferved to efeort his harram; twenty thoufand of hts beft caitalry 
guarded them at a proper diftance. About two miles behind was ma- 
hommed shah, attended by fifty of his principal courtiers, and efcorted 
by twelve thoufand Persians. The Indian lords, at the head of their 
tefpcdive troops, marched at the diftance of a mile from each other, 
having great bcMiies* of the Persian army between them. bf;^iR. him* 
felf brought up the rear, with the grofs of his army j. the whole com- 
pbfed a number of near three hundred and fifty thoufand men who 
eovered near twelve miles in length, and three in breadth. 

, 1 ' .. ■ 

* KoaKvcK. See Vol. I- fiage 249. * Before the Ikte engagement the isi»f an army ateiie 

near tJiis number, iiw;la 3 ing'allth^ attendants ; but a gtciit jWt bf tbefe had been diff erfed, 
number* of them killed.- 

*7 



c In thii l»&0£*cr thcjr proceeded five dap ^|t tJiey c 

SONPUT. This place,, together with PANipyT, and feycml yillages,^^ w 
plundered by the Persians, as they marched along, - From sonput 
they advanced to niReea, and the next day * in the evening they ar- 
rived at the gardens of shaf.imar. Nadir %hah declined going into 
the city in the night, as well on account of the fa%ty of his perfon, as 
the regard to his ftaie. He ordered mahommed, the great Moghol, 
feated in a royal litter, and preceded by his ftandards, with two hun- 
dred of the fervants of his court, to march forward into the city. Thefe 
were convoyed by four thoufand Persian borfe, who accompanied the 
INDIAN monarch to his apartment ^ 

INTadir encamped with his forces without the gates. The next morn- 
ing he marched with great circumfpedlion thro' the city to the caftle s, 
attended by a body of twenty thoufand men. Mahommed shah had 
already given notice to the inhabitants, when the Persian conqueror 
was to enter the city j ordering that all the houfes and fliops fliould be 
fliut, and according to the awful refpedt fltewn to eaflern kings, that no 
pci'fon iliould prefume to appear in the llreets. This order was executed 
with great exae‘lnefs,- for of the vaft number of inhabitants, there were 
no fpeCtators of his triumphant entry : a mournful filcnce reigned through- 
out the city, as if it prefaged fonie dreadful calamity. 

Nadir having taken poflefiion of the caftle, was immediately attended 
by ^lAHOMMHD SHAH, fowards whom be behaved with great civility. 
He diftributed his troops into their quarters, and took all the necefiliry 
nieafurcs that due obedience Ihould be paid to liis orders, till the articles 
of peace yyere regulated with nizam al muluck. In the mean while, 
he enjoined his N/Kssakhchi ‘ in the flridleft manner, that whoever pre- 
fuined to injure any of the natives, fliould be puniflied with the feverefl: 
baftonadiiig, or with the lofs of their ears or nofe, according to the nature 
ef their offence. 

:.'-'Fhe 

* The 7th of M ARC II. f This they call the aevsh maiix, which fignifies the place of 

joy- * Caftle is ufed fynonimoufly for caftlc, citadel, or paface, viz. place of defcnc*. 

** iviU the ipth of’ M'Attciti ^ * • I’hefe arc thtf tiftier of* JiWiitfs whP are" charged with 

.psnilhmcnt of offences, as already mentioned. 
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The TERSiAJC^^^^ however polite in their manners/ thch 

a])parel arid ciiftoiiTS, compared with the delicacy of the it^DiAi^Si In 
NArim’s army were alft) many TARTARS, whofe rou^h and fhvage afpcds 
made fuch imprefllons on the Indians, that they avoided as mrich as 
poiTible all coirimunicAtion* with them. 

Saadit khan, who feems to have been a man of warm paHions, and 
of an inconftant difpofitiori, was now as forward to recommend himfelf 
to, his new mafter nadir, as he had been ambitious at karnal, of ex- 
erting himfelf iij the defence of bis trtie fovereign. He went out to 
the gardens of shalimar to meet nadir shah, and accompanied him 
till he alighted at the palace of dehlie. 7'his lord iiad flattered himfelf 
with hopes of being admitted to a private audience, in which it was pre- 
fumed he intended to recommend certain nieafures for the interefl of the 
PERSIAN king. Nadir, who had always diftinguifhed himfelf for his 
penetration, fpoke with great harlhnefs to him, and demanded why he 
had not begun eolleding the fubfidies. 

This reproof touched saadit khan to the heart j his jealouiy was 
fired, and he concluded that nizam ad MULUcK'had done him fome ill 
office. Under this anxiety of thought, it is probable the remembrance 
of his infidelity recoiled upon him. He knew that to be fufpe^led by a 
prince of fuch a temper as nadir, was but a remove hora ruin. Under 
thefe circumflances lie retired and defpair drove him to, the fatal ex- 
pedient of taking poifon. 

Such is oftentimes the fate of men who fwerve from the paths of 
honour, and bewilder themfelvcs in the mazes of iniquity. Thofe prin- 
ciples which intice them to forfakc the interefl; of their country, in order 
to gratify a private paffion or refentment, hardly ever fupport thrim under 
a change of fortune, or the preflure of calamities. 

What had pafled on the plains of karnal, and the havock created 
by the fword and famiri#, was but a prelude to the diftrefs which heaven 
periulttpd to fail upoj^ inhabitants of bjbhlie. The nitxt 

8 ■ ' day ' 
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*739* amv^l, was a fcaft of facriSce ‘ \vith‘ the iwbrjvN^s, 

and the new-year’s-day of the Persians. Nadir's lieiitenant. T^H* 
MAS KiiAN, fentfeveral Persian Iiorfcmen of the n^ssickhchi to the 
granaries'", ordering them to be opened, and the price of corn to be 
fixed. This not being done to the fatlsfadfion of the proprietors, occa- 
fioned the affembling a mob, Savd neaz khan, and feVeral other 
perfons of diflindion, put themfeives at their head, and killed the Per- 
sian horfenien. 

After this unwarrantable aft, a report was foon fpread that nadir 
SHAH was flain"j upon which the tumult increafed. All idle perfons 
and men of delperate fortunes joined them, and marched towards the 
caftle. A party of Persian horfe, which was polled near the entrance, 
were forced to retire with fome lofs. In the mean while, feveral Per- 
sians whom SAYD NEAZ KHAN had taken as a fiife-guard to his lioufe, 
were treacheroufly fliut up in a room, and burnt alive. The foldiers 
who were lodged in the palace of the deceafed devran khan, and other 
great houfes and caravanferais, were obliged to retreat to their quarters, 
and remain under arms the whole night. The cannon and harquebuides 
on the rapparts of the caflle, as well as thofe in the houfes occupied by 
the PERSIANS, were difeharged at the mob, but without quelling the 
infurreftion. 

The next morning nadir, at the head of a ftrong party of his troops 
ifllied out of the palace, with an intention to fupprefs the tumult. Whe- 
ther the difeovery of the dead bodies of feveral of his foldiers, fired him 
with the defperate refolution of ordering the inhabitants to be maflacred, 
docs not clearly appear'*. If we may judge from his natural cruelty and 
infatiable avarice, it is not unreafonable to believe, that he at once deli- 
vered up the city, without any limitation, to flaughter and pillage. His 

orders 

^ The loth of MAkcM, * Eid 7.ottA. Theft: are called pahr cun^h. 

• Thcfe people Teem to have been in the fame circumftanccs of deJufion as the Persians, in their 
rebellion hve years afterwards ac astrabao, who hril took arms, and then flattered themfeives, and 
even reported, that n adir shah was dead. ® Mr. frazer, who has given the auihorities 

for moli of the tranfadions in dehlie, fays, that the foldien were at flrft ordered not to do any haria 
W the innocent. But foldiers are bad judges in fuch cafes. 
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orders were in an in ftant obeyed : a place taken by florrn never exhibited 
a greater, ice ne of horror. The Persian fold iers having fpread them- 
felves, broke open houfes and palaces, flaughterin| with an unbridled 
fury, with very little didindtion of age or fex. This bloody feene ex- 
tended above fix miles p. 

Many \Vho had fled from the neiglibouring country to take refuge in 
the city, aflcmbled in a body to defend their lives; thefe were joined by 
jewellers, money-changers, and rich ibop- keepers. The phyfician of 
the court put himfclf at their head, and defpair fupplied the place of 
flicngth and refolution. Thefe unhappy people fought bravely for fomc 
time, but being fo little accullomed to the ufc of arms, tlicy had only 
the fatisfidion of dying fword in hand. 

Ln'F At.i KHAN condufted this bloody bufinefs in one quarter of the 
town ; siRBUELiND KHAN, an INDIAN lord, whofe reputation and vene- 
rable afpedt had charms not to be refilled, rufliing from his palace, proftrated 
himfclf before the Persian general, and reprefented that the inhabitants of 
tliat part of the city were innocent ; and begging for their lives, he offered 

to pay a large ranfom, which was accepted, ami the daughter ceafed. 

* 

In tlic mean time nizam al muluck was flung with remorfe at 
the fight of fo fad a fpedacle, and confeious of his guilt, irt being in 
fomc meafure the occafion of it'’, went and threw himfclf at nadir’s 
feet, intreating his mercy, for the unfortunate remains of fo flourifli- 
ing a city. After a torrent of reproaches, nadir, gave orders for the* re- 
call of his foldiers. 

This carnage lafted from eight in the morning till three in the after- 
noon j about four hundred of the Persians were killed, but of the citi- 
2ens not lefs than one hundred and ten thoufand. All the jewellers and 
goldfmiths fliops were plundered, and many of them fet on fire. Private 
houfes had no better fortune : and the palaces of the great partook of the 

common 

p D^ehi.ie is reprefcDted to be a ver^ large city, ^ Becaufc of his trraroaablc cot 

refpoiideiice, which is ^0 hayt been a motive 10 the invaiiou* 

' ■ VoL. IV. ■ ' z . . 
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173^9. common ruin. Next morning the inhabitants were ordered, under the 
fevered penalties, to bury their dead. Thefe unhappy people had not 
even time to didinguidi the mahommedans from the pagans ; the latter, 
however abominable to muflulmen, even after death, were either tumbled 
into one common grave, or conhimed together in funeral piles, after the 
manner of the pagans. 

As to thofc who were diut up in houfes, numbers of their bodies were 
not brought out for burial till after nadir’s departure : what hornn. t'pec- 
tacles they were then, the refiedion is fliocking to humanity. Many 
who were jealous of their honour killed their wives, and then com- 
mitted murder on themfelves. Numbers were burnt in their houfes, 
efpecially women and children j nor did the fword fpare even the infant 
at his mother’s bread. Horror and defpair had plunged the inhabitants 
into fuch didrefs, that near ten thoufand women thiew themfelves into 
wells i of thefe, fome were afterwards taken out alive 

When the daughter began, the mob who had been the apparent occa- 
don of it difappeared, and left the innocent to fnirer. The leading peo- 
ple of this fatal tumult had been fo infatuated, as to think that a mob 
might effect what the imperial army of india had hardly any chance of 
executing ; feveral of thefe were taken prifoners, among whom wassAvix 
NEAZ KHAN *. NIZAM M, MULUCK and the vizir pleaded hard for him, 
but in vain ; nadir ordered his belly to be ripped open, and in this 
deplorable manner he expired. 

The prifoners brought before the Persian king amounted to feveral 
thoulands j of thefe the greated part were women, of whom many, con- 
trary to the ciifcipline he had edablidied, arid contrary to the facred rights 
of humanity, had upon this occalion fuffered the mod infamous treat- 
ment. Nadir ordered them to be conduced to tlieir refpedlive houfes,, 
where they retired in circumdanccs of the deeped didrefs. 

The 

* One remarkable incident happened of a certain man who burnt twenty women of his family 
and then finding that the foldiers had milfed his houfe, v/ent out to acquaint them hc had large effects 
thclc the folditvs took, but Icit him unhurt, upon which hc murdered himfclf. 
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The amount of the lofs in houfeSj efFedls and riches, in fa rich ’a 
city, mu ft have been very conlidcrable : but in fuch a confufion, it is 
probable many valuable things were loft. Large fums were brought into 
nadir’s treafury j and the booty which the Persian foldiers referved to 
thernfclves, as afterwards’ appeared, was very important. 

Before the maflacre at dehlie, a party of the Persian forces had been 
fent to fei^ie the cannon at the palace of an Indian lord, Tiicfe liad been 
alfo treacheroufly fet upon and murdered, by a body of tartar mo- 
GHOEs’. Nadir being informed of this accident, fent a large detach- 
ment, who fell upon thofe people and ftaughtcred near fix tlioufmd of 
them. Tiie Persians brought away the ordnance, together with three 
hundred perfons of the chief rank among them. Nadir caufed the 
heads of tliefe immediately to be ftruck off, and their bodies to be 
thrown into the retee 

After this, a proclamation was made, that all perfons fliould purfue 
their employments, and that none of the Persian foldiers fhould hurt or 
moleft them. To prevent the ordinary confequences of fuch calamities, 
NADIR gave orders that the granaries fhould I>e,fealed up", and guards 
fet over them. He alfo commanded feveral parties of cav'ilry to in- 
veft the city, that no perl'on might go out of it without a particular ii- 
cenfe. Many whom hunger and mifery induced to leave this dreadful 
feene, were arrefted by the Persian guards, who cut off their ears or 
nofes. 

So fevere a conduT was foon followed by the diftrefs of many thou- 
fands, who had been plundered of their money and effedls j for provifions 
were become exceffive dear. The people who were not the proper in- 
habitants of the city applied to nadir shah, chufing rather to die by a 
fpeedy efFcdl of his anger, than to perifli more flowly with liunger. 
Thefe went to iiim in a body, and in tears of anguifh and diftrefs proflrated 
themfelves, and begged for bread. Even the cruel nadir was touched with 

Z 2 their 

’ I'hcfc are called moghol pour a. * The river of uehlie. * In 

j»f.rsia ai well as kussia, the fealing up doors by means of a bit of ilring with fomc becs-Vr a\’ 
impreffed with a fcal, is looked upon more facred than any lock. 
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1739. ifheir misfortunes, and gave them liberty of retiring to FERio-AfrAD, in 
order to buy provifions. 


CHAP. XXIII. 

M(i/e admlnijlration of riza kouli myrza, regent of Persia. Rebel- 
lion of the ARABS again/} the Persian government. Comiutl of the 
PERSIAN embaJJ'ador at Constantinople. 

D uring this feene of mi/ery and devaflation at dehlie, Per- 
sia ftill groaned under a tyrannical government. Riza kouli 
AiYRZA the regent, by pradlifing all the arts of cruelty and extortion, 
foon incurred the liatrcd of the people. In order to cover his ra- 
pacious avarice, he took, the fpccious name of a merchant : tlnis lie ar- 
bitrarily monopolized the raw lilk on his own terms, and obliged the 
manufadlurers to take it of him again at the price he was pleated to im- 
pofe. In the vanity of.htS heart he wrote to his father, to acquaint him 
that he had gained a million five hundred thoufiind crowns without 
doing wrong to any man. Nadir, jealous of fuch extraordinary abilities 
in his fon, defired him to explain himfelf. Riza kouli anfwered, tliat 
he had turned merchant, and obtained it by commerce, of which he 
fcnt'him a certificate 

The shah, who was not to be eafily impofed on, reprefented to Jiim 
the injurous conlequences of fuch proceedings ; that if he had fo great a 
pafiion for trade, a fiflicry ^ fliould be appointed tiim, from whence lie 
might draw a confiderable profit, without invading any property, or di- 
minifhing the advantages which belonged to fair traders, by whom na- 
tions 

750»co'^. * This ccrti/icatc of his fair-clenling was imlccd telUficd by the incrchints of 

Kf sito, but ir was obtained by corrpuHive means, throuyih the intcrpoi?tion of his principal agent 
hadohee sauduk. f At .a ti.ne when the iuccefs of the herring-fiOicry icems to be fu- 

Ipefled by many, it may be worth while to reflcTt on this advice of nadir shah ; his notion Veenis 
to arife from rcafon and nature, without difeourre or argument ; for fifli is fo rnnall an article of the 
iocd of the i>eksia::s, that k f€ein5 Hrange iliat n aojk. Ihould flunible on the thought* 
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tions are enriched. Upon the whole, he was fo much di/plealed at hii* 1739. 
fon’s adminiftration, that he fent a decree, confirming all governors and 
magiftrates in their polls, till he fliould return from india. This inci- 
dent was fo contumelious a reproach to the prince, that it laid the foun- 
dation of his rebellion, as we fliall have occafion to relate. 

The PERSIANS rejoiced at the fuccefs of their king over the Indian 
monarch ; and the value of the riches taken from that prince were re- 
prefented as inellimable. What tended to flatter them into the hopes of 
HALCYON days, was the arrival of a melfenger, who brought a decree ® 
from NADIR SHAH, which exempted them from taxes for a whole year, 
to commence from the tenth of march. The officers, who had begun 
to collefl the money, were ordered to refund ; which they performed 
accordingly. 

Amidfl; all thefe rapid vidories, Persia was not free from alarms. 

Some of her fubjeds in the fouth took the advantage of the suau’s ab- 
fence, and threw oft their yoke. Nadir had ordered feven of his fliipis 
to be prepared in the Persian gulph, for fomc expedition which he 
hid meditated *: the Persian commander took this occafion to feize the 
barks belonging to the iioules, a tribe of arabs, ‘and would permit 
any of them to crofs the flreight of oR.Mirs. This gave occafion for a 
revolt, in which the persi.an fliips were taken by thefe arabians^, and 
fcveral of them burnt. 

Tachi khan, the governor of suirass, foon after embarked a great 
number of men in fmall veflcls^’, and went to cballifc the rebels. In 
the mean time the .masca rs, another tribe of the ar.vbs, fitted out 
fcveral fliips, apprehending a vifit from the Persians, Tlieir fears 
were foon removed, for the iioules were an over-match for their 
enemies: the Persian forces were rcpulfed, witli th.e lofs of near two 
ilvoufand of their men. I'hi.s event however encouraged the iman of 

MASCA T, 

This is called a Firman, which i.> a name given it hy ionic, I imagine to be more 

proper to india. ^ It is {;iul they wdc intended to iail ro md, and go up the isnus, to 

carry treops to join the army, which was on the march to i ;; j ia ; how practicable this might be, I 
cannot determine, Wc arc told ai. fxandcr came down the indus. ^ Tarrampuivi. 

' I he chief of the Arabian s on the oppofitc iidc of the gujph. 
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1739. maScat/ to accept the offer of a defcnfive alliance with the hottle s, in 
order to fupport their mutual liberty, againfi, all attempts of the Per- 
sians. 

But the greateft uneafinefs was created by the Turks. Nadir, not- 
withllanding his great diflance, endeavoured ' to polfefs them with the 
terror of his arms j that they might not take advantage of his a!)lencc to 
make a peace with the Russians and invade pf.rsia. He fent two cm- 
bafladors to them from kandahau, of whom the lafl, MAnoMMED ki;<;a 
KHAN, arrived at Constantinople in November lafl year j and in the 
beginning of the next month w'as admitted to an audience of t!:c grand 
fignior. The khan alfnrcd liis hiphnefs in the moil elcpant aiai exalt- 
ed terms, “ That his mafler, the shah, had the greatefl defiic to live 
“ in perfedl amity with him ; but that the means of doing this was to 
“ yield up diarbekir, in the lame condition it was in during its fubjec- 
'* tion to the Persian empire*'. He aUb pretended to the upper arme- 
NIA : and further infifted that the grand fignior fi)ouId renounce his alli- 
“ ance with the great aioghol; that the new fortifications made at 
BAGDAT, fince the provifional treaty of peace, concluded three years 
“ before, fhould be dcfAolillied j and that the Persian caravans fliould 
“ have every where a free paflage in the dominions of the ottoman 
“ empire.” 

Thefe demands appearing capricious as well as infolent, the Turk- 
ish miniflersj though they dreaded a war with Persia, feemed by no 
means difpofed to comply with them ; on the contrary, they declared that 
the grand fignior W’ould make a peace with tlie emperor of the romans, 
and the emprefs of Russia, and engage in a frefli war with Persia, rather 
than fubmit to fuch diflionourable conditions. What added to the di- 
ftrefs of the port, was the rebellion of sare ben oglou in natolia. 
Nadir might flatter himfelf into a belief of felling his fricndfliip for 
fome very valuable confideration ; but his intcrefl: was to keep the 
TURKS deeply engaged in a war with Russia ; that fo he might find them 

the 

i 

** This country was formerly part of mesot otamia, and tlie antient boundary of tbo kingdom 

of R1A» 
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the more weakened, when he fliould return to fill up the meafure of his ^ 7 ^ 9 * 
viiftories over them. 

Nadir alfo fent an embafTador to the court of st. Petersburg, with 
whicli he had a more natural intereft : that court was alfo very fenfiblc 
how little his friendfhip was to be depended on ; however, it was fome 
fati,sfta;ion that he was very far from having entered into any clofe con- 
neftion with the turks, tho’ he was not engaged in a war with them. 


C IT A P. XXIV. 

Nadir gives his foldters a gratuity. Contribution of audih brought fa 
DEHLIE. SiRBUX/LiND KEiAN appointed chief collcSlor oj the contribu- 
tion. His declaration to nizam al mueuck. Barbarous treatment of 
the INDIANS in coiledling the contributions. 'The value of the treafure 
colletled. 

TT Jh return now to india, to fee how the mighty ravager con- 
VV dueled himfelf after fpilling lb mucii iniiocent blood we lhall 
find that his avarice was in no relpeds interior to his cruelty. Thefe 
.indeed are vices twin-born from the regions of darknefs, and irtcreafe in 
malignity in proportion to the power by which they arc fupported. 

Nadir being now mafter of vafl treafures, paid his army their arrears % 
and in order to encourage them to bring in their plunder, he added a 
gratuity allb. Thefe payments were made in his own coin, which was 
flruck upon this occafion, with this infeription : 

“ Nadir the mafter of fortune, and the king of kings, is the nioft; 
pow'erful prince of the earth.-” 

The reverfe was : 

“ May God perpetuate his reign.” 

The 

« l^wclvc months pay for i;!|o,oco men, at the ovtllnary computation is 3,400,000 /. hut it is 
probable that the niches he found at cabul, enabled Min lo puy \\v.i anny on the occalion of his 
uhing tie.t place ; and confequentiy he did not dilburie near fo iar^e a iuia on this occaiion» 
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17^9. ‘ The great bufinefs was the coUed:ion of thofe vaft fums, which na- 
dir exact'd of the great moghod and his fubjeils. T^hmas khan 
had been charged to watch over the condudt of sa adit khan. This 
INDIAN general ® had accepted tlie commi/lion of compelling his coui itry- 
men to deliver up their riclics, agreeably to the refpecTtive quotas to be 
levied on them : upon his deceafe, his nephew, mahommed khan, was 
called upon to deliver in an account of ail his uncle's effedls, which 
amounted to a million flerlitigh Great part of this was brought from 
his government, under an efcort of a thoufand Persian horfe : but the 
fum was two hundred and fifty thoufand pounds fhort of what saadit 
KHAN had engaged to pay, 

SiRBULLiND khan, already mentioned as the perfon by wfiofc intcr- 
ceffion the maflacre was Ifopt in his quarter, though poor, was much rc- 
fpedled : the corruptions of the court had not tainted his integrity. ISa- 
DiR excufed him from paying any tax himlelf, as knowing his inab';' Ity -, 
but thefe very rcafons rendered him worthy of the greated trud ; '.ciice 
he was appointed to colledf from other people the free gift^, a: contii- 
butiou Ilis age and infirmities in fome ineafurc obllrudtcc iiis vigi- 
lance : NADIR tJierefcfre acquainted him, that if he meant to avoid the 
weight of his anger, he W'ould do well to exert himfelfi Two hundred 
foldiers tVerc afiigned him as a guard in the execution of this office. He 
was alfo charged to oblige all perfons in public employment ’, to produce 
all the horfe^, camels, aud elephants, belonging to the crown, that pro- 
per choice might be made of them for the ufe of the Persian army. 

This KHAN faw to what extremities he mull reduce the people in the 
execution of this dangerous commiffion : it is fome confolation however 
to honcll men under fuch circumllances, that they may alleviate, a mif- 
fortunc, and execute their charge with humanity j when a perfon of a 
diflerent charadter would aggravate’ the evil, and render it Hill a heavier 
weight to the calamitous. Sir- 

^ I ule the terms generrl and lord as words that are familiar and empliatical, and convey, I think., 
a ilrongcr idea than the inlian names. It may however be proper to remark, that nabob or 
navob is the ordinary title given the omras or Indian lords wdio arc governors ; naib fig- 
a deputy or viceroy, fuch as saadit khan we may fuppofe was in avdih. * 

• b'ighry lacks of rupees, or one million Iterling. 7 “'iie furn promifed was a crore or 1 00 lacks, 
equal VO i,- -0,000/. This they call the peishcush. This is called 

. y * V F. or forced contritution. . * M a n s u n d a ks. 



efeap,3cxiv, : su aii. 

, SiRByf,i,mD KHAN faw to what he mud reduce the mha- lyzf. 

bitants in the execution of this dangerous commiflion, but there was no 
remedy j t^ehmas khan and aiustapha khan prefled him to enter 
upon the office affigned him. This old man, in the fulnefs of his heart, 
addreffing himfelf to nizam al muluck, who was then prelent, Ipoke 
to this effect : “ I have long forefeen the misfortune which has over- 
*'* taken us j I often reprclented to the emperor the danger of an ealy 
“ fecurity, and defired him to fend a trufty embafllidor with large pre- 
fents into Persia, to divert the ftorm which was breaking out on that 
“ fide. We might have appeafed the refentment of the shah, and lived 
** with him in friendfhip : but the courtiers would not lillcn to my ad- 
“ vice j they imagined that what I fin’d was only with a view to fome pri- 
“ vate interefl: j and whllfl they negle<fled tofecond my counfel, they pro- 
pofed no kind of expedient to avert the impending danger: at length, 

“ we fee to what a calamitous iffue things are reduced. For my own 
** part, had I been pofTefled of money, I would have fent it all to kan- 
“ OAHAR, rather than have given any provocation to the shah to have 
“ made fo extraordinary an expedition. However, we have now no re- 
“ medy ; we mufl raife the immenfe fum of tweffty crores if the money 
“ is to be found, which God only can tell whether it be poflible to raife 
“ under the prefent difirefled condition of the capital.” * 

Nizam al muluck made no reply to this fpeech. In whatever degree 
he was anfwerable for the misfortune, he faw too plainly the nlifiake he bad 
committed, as the fum demanded of himfelf was no lefs than one crore and 
a half*. He, together with the vizir and devran khan, had received one 
crore", which had been iflued out of the royal treafury for the military cheft, 
when they marched againft the Persians : of the two former nadir 
demanded an account of this fum i he alfo ordered them to fend to their 

rcfpe(itive 

^ This wa<> the man to whom I wae under fuch fingolar obligations in the camp of nadu shah 
in MARCH 1744. ^ Twenty five milliom of pounds. This was the fum which ni7,am 

AL MuLucR after the battle of k a anal had agreed to pay the suah, exclufive of the jesvcis* gold, 
plate, aijd other rich goods belonging to the emperor and the lords of his court. ® i ,870.000 K 
• 1,250,060 L 

VOL.IV A a 
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1739. refps^lve governments for dil the trcafure, :bfelonging either to them- 
felves or the crown. 

Nizam al muluck reprefenteid, that when he left deccan, he efta- 
blifhcd his fon as his deputy, giving him pofleffion of all his effeds ;. 
that all the world knew his fon had refufed to deliver up his govern- 
ment, and was no longer in his power j that nadir himfelf was only 
capable of reducing him and the rebellious princes of deccan. 

This anfwer, which was in fome degree true, ferved to divert the 
SHAH from purfuing a point in its nature hardly pradticable. It was very 
plain he thought it unfafe to penetrate deeper into the country, left he 
ftiould never get out of it again. Kummir o’din khan, the vizir, was 
treated with greater feverity. He endeavoured to elude the payment of 
the large contribution demanded of him ; nadir therefore cuufed him 
to be expofc'd openly to the fun, which is reckoned a punifliment contu- 
melious as well as painful, and in that country dangerous to the health. 
At length, he extorted from him a whole crore of rupees bclides a 
great value in precious ftones and elephants. His fccretary, who. was alfo 
a man of fortune, was.tstxed in a large fum, and delivered to siRuuDLiND 
KHAN, in order to be tortured if he did not pay it j however, he pre- 
vented this perfecution by a dole of poifon. 

A fum of money was now ifiued out of the treafur-y for the charge of 
fifty horfemen, who were ordered to march to bengai,, With dirctifions 
to the governor to lend feven crorcs of rupees The Wa keel ^ of that 
kingdom, who was then prefent at dehlie, laid that lb much nioney 
would load a ftring of waggons to reach from ihbnce to the Capital- 
Being feve'rely beaten for his farcafm, he went home, and rcveiiged hiftir- 
felf by taking poifon together with his whole -faniily. 

The INDIANS of diftindlion feem to have a great fenfibility of fuch in- 
dignities. The gentler treatment to which they had been accuftomed,, 

gave. 
€ ' 

** 1,250,000 L ^ 8,750,000/. I never heard that he received any money from thence, , 

tho’ the province was alarmed. The riches of deh lie fcemecl to fill up the meafurc of his avarice,, 
great as it was, The lieutenant governor* « 



gave them very different' ihipreffions from what the pmsiANS received 
in the like qircumftancEs; 

It is not eafy to conceive with what rigor thefe contributions v^re 
levied; j ajiii: what- numl^rs. deftroyed i themfeives with their own handsj 
to be delivered from the tortures -and punhhments. with, whidi they were 
threatened. No barbarities were left unpracaifed.: tlic tax irapofed was 
ffridly exadted, tho’ in the computation of the refpedlive abilities of the 
inhabitants, numerous miftakes were made j bfciides, as there were no 
purchafers of their effedls, except the peksians, hardly a quarter of 
their value was paid. The confequcnce. of this- was, that many left their 
effedts and their families at the mercy of the Persians, and made their 
cl'cape to ACBAR ABAD. Here the governor received them, determined 
to rcfift any of the flying parties who fhould appear in his diftridl ; for 
v/hich purpofe he appointed fix thoufand horfe to protedl thofe who fled 
to him for flicker. 

Mean while all the inhabitants of any confideration were obliged to 
declare under tbeir hand-writing, what money and effefks they were pof- 
fefled ofj that if it fliould be afterwards found'fhey had concealed any 
thing, they might be puniflied with the utmoft Icverity } and in this'pro- 
cefs a fufpicion was often deemed a proof. . 

The commiffioners appointed for the colledlion fat every day, from 
fun-rife till evening, during which time there was very. little refp^pd: 
ihewn to perfons. At length, about the middle of april, the fuin of 
four crores ' was extorted from the merchants and common people. In 
the royal treafurics were found three crores* of money} but in the in- 
ward vaults, which had been lliut during many reigns, they difeovered a 
much larger value ^ Nor muft we forget to mention the peacock Uicone, 
which was rich in jewels, and valued at a prodigious fum. The whole 
of the treafure amafl'ed upon this occafion, is eftimated as follows ; 

A a 2 Jewels 

' 5,000,000/. * 3,750,000/. ‘ The different relations we have had of this 

extraordinary rapine, are for the moft part upon the marvelous ; and feveral writers have fufiered 
their imaginations tO travel much fatter than their judgment. The moft probable account values 

thefe" 
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Crores, 


} 


Jewels taken from the great moghol/ 
and the Indian lords — — . J 

The peacock throne, with nine others, 
alfo feverai weapons and utenfils all 
garnifhed with precious ftones — 

Gold and iilver plate, and money, which > 
; nadir melted down into large ingots y 
To thcfe we may add the rich manufac- ) 

tures of many kinds 3 

Cannon, warlike ftores, furniture, and> 
other valuable commodities — — 3 


25 


30 


4 — 


, 4 .,’..:. 

A ' 

31.250.000 

11.250.000 

37.500.000 
2,500,000 
5,000,000 


C H A P. XXV. 

Nadir marries bis fecond fon to the niece ^' mahommed shah. The 
prefents he makes to that prince and the Indian lords. The great 
moghol'i ceffion of ttff the country on the -weft of the indus. Nadir’j 
advice to that prince, lie begins his march from dehdie, attd mufters 
his army. Value of the damage done the Indians. 

W HILST NADIR was thus glutting himfelf with treafures, he 
afFefted to cftablifli a lafting friendfhip with the great mo- 
GHOL. With this view he demanded cambarche, the niece of that 
prince, in marriage for his fecond fon nesr ali myrza. Their nup- 
tials were accordingly confummated on the 27th of march, with fome 
appearances of that fatisfadion which fuch alliances generally create in 

the 

thefe riches at fevenfy millions fterlmg. I could never come to the bottom of the matter iii Per- 
sia, The PERSIANS talked only of heaps of treafure, and thoufands of camels, and mules loaded 
with gold and filver and precious ftones. Mr. frazer’s account, which I adopt, makes it feventy 
crores, which feems to be the higheft calculation that the nature of the thing will warrant ; Vhisis 
equal to eighty feveiv^millions five hundred thoufand pounds of our money, , Of this fum, thirty j 
ikvcii miliions five hundred thoufand pounds is computed in gold and filver. 



eiJ^XXV. 

t^ie families of princes. Mahommed shah was in no circumftances to 173^- 
make his niece prefents fuitahie to his own rank, or her condition j how- 
ever, he fent her fifty, thoiifand rupees in money and as much in 

jewels. Nadir himfelf added to thefe the value of five hundred thou- 
fand rupees in jewels 

It might be prefumed that this alliance was calculated for political 
ends, either to preferve his authority over the Indians, or to retain fomc 
part of his conqueft by right of dowry to the young princefs: but this 
was not the cafe. Nadir knew that he could not fupport his fovereignty 
over fo vaft a country, and govern a people fo diiferent in manners, tho* 
of a genius milder and more tradable than the Persians *, by any au- 
thority but what was derived from the fword. So far then as fuch au- 
thority could be extended, he might reafonably hope to fupiwrt his con- 
queft, and farther than this, alliances by marriage could be of no fignifi- 
cation. Befides, the marriages of mahommedan princes, who take 
feveral wives, ought to be confidered in a different light from thole of 
chriftian kings; tho’ it is a means fometiraes ufed among them, as well 
as chriftians, to confolidate their friendfliips. 

Perhaps nadir took this occafion to make the firft mention of his 
defire that the province of cabul, with all the country on tlvi weftern 
banks of the indus, from the fort of attok, fliould be yielded to him. 

And what difficulty could the trembling monarcli of hindostan make, 
to abandon his right to thofe provinces, whilft he found Ifimfclf in the 
Ivands of a conqueror, who confidered it us an ad of clemency to grant 
him even his life ? 

During thefe tranfadions in dehlie, the Persians marauded for thirty 
or forty miles round the capital, plundering the villages, laying wafte the 
fields, and killing the inhabitants who refilled. Numbers of thefe were 
left without any provender for their cattle, which added greatly to their 
dillrefs. 

Nadir, 

f Five lacks, or 62,500/, * The pi-rsians arc polite 

aiwi gentle in their deportment, aiul fubmiiHve to their fuperiors j but their tallWor arms, and thei; 
fcpugnaucc to be ruled by tyrant and ufurper, has been proved fufficicntly, i*; 
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. Nadir, who was determined thi^it dne onpiknee ajji 

his decrees, remembred that which related to the. coDforimty of, th^ 
SCHIAS and sunnis., The faft and repentance, in cpmmemQtation of the, 
death of imam hassan, and imam hussein ^ falling out in the moath 
of MARCH, he caufed it to be proclaimed, thatno pprfon whatever, cither 
of his own army, or of the fubjedts of the oreat moghql, Hionld 
prefume to mention the words TAziA*or maxim *i This however 
did not hinder, but tliat fame of his own foldiers, in the camp without 
the city, beat their brealls, and made lamentations according to their 
former cuftom j for which they , were feverely punifticd. 

The feene was, now drawing near a clofe : the grandeur of a great 
prince and a conqueror called on nadir for lome ads of gencrolity. 
Thofe INDIAN lords, who had been . employed in uijng their influence’ 
and authority to colledt the vaft treafures he had amafled, were intitled 
to fome regard, tho’ it were but a mark of honour. 


For thefe, forty-two prefents were provided, confifting each of three, 
four, or five pieces of gold or filver fluffs, according to their refpedive 
ranks. Thofe appointed for nizam al muluck, sirbullind khan, 
the great vizir, KiTMMiR o’din khan % and mahommed kh.'^n bun- 

gush, 

f ' 

y The two fons of ali often mentioned. * Skniihcs mourning. * Death, 

^ Thefe are called khalaet, which properly fignifics perfect or accompliflied ; a robe of honour 
givep by the king.r Sec Vol. 111. page 43 . Signifies the moon of religion. Tiiey 

tell a remarkable flory of this perfon, with relation to his fon bedreddin ichan, who difappeared 
at KARNAL, and it was reafoiuble to prefumc fell in the field of battle. Soon after this time, the 
RAJAH of PER VER met a young man in the habit of a i>erv[SH, whom he took to be beor rddi w 
KHAN, whole perfon was well known to him. The rajah having a great friendfhip for tlie vizir, 
fent an exprefs to court, to ii.fonn that minifter of the joyful news that his fon was found, iii the mean 
while, the young man was received by the rajah with theutmoft politenefs and afiedion, and cloath- 
cd in the richefi: manner, agreeable to his fuppofed quality. The vizir was tranfported with joy at 
the news, and received the compliments of his friends upon this liappy occafion. Orders vvere dif- 
patched immediately to the rajah, to fend the fuppofed fon to court ; a rich palankin was prepared, 
and mounted on an elephant, and the young man was conveyed with great ponip by five hundred 
horfe as far as acbarabad, where he was received with great marks of ditlindion by the foldiers 
and domeflics, whom the vizir had fent to meet him. P'rom thence he was condudled to the capi- 
tal. f he young man was no fooner arrived there, than the vizir received him with open arnl^^ and 
filed dver liim tlie tjt^arsi of joy and paternal afteSioJ^ J the refemblance was fo great, that the vizir 

I entmained 
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^uSH, an INDIAN gentra!, who had alfo been of great fervice to the 17J9, 
PERSIAN monarch, were much more confiderable, confifting of three 
rich veftments, a turbant. With a PERSIAN fabre and knife, the handles 
of which were mounted with gold, and enameled. This ceremony was 
performed on tlie firft of jtiAY, and all the omras were ordered to at- 
tend at the general divan, where mahommed shah their own fovereign- 
was prefent : they Were alfo entertained with the morning’s repaft 

Upon this occafion, tlie great moghol himfclf received marks of 
the friendthip of the Persian monarch, viz. a crown, a bracelet*, a 
fillet ^ and a girdle richly fet with jewels. To thefe were added an en- 
amelled dagger *, and two fwords, the handles of which were fet with 
jewels. Nadir shah with his own hand placed the crown on the 
GREAT moghgl’s head, as if he meant to fignify, that to his arm the 
INDIAN monarch was indebted for his dominions. He alfo declared 
with an imperious air, which at once argued his contempt of the In- 
dians, and the rnoft lofty conceit of his own power, that if the lords of 
the court were omiflive in their duty, he would call them to fevere ac- 
count; that they ought to confider him always as near, fince he could 
be with tliem in forty days from kandahak.. , 

, Whether 

entertained not the Icali. jealoufy, but imagined his fuppofed fon jelled^ v/hen he declared in the 
fatne manner he had done to the rajah, that he was not BEpRr.nDiN khak. The delufion was 
carried fo far, that he was inti educed to the harraiii, and prei'ented to his luppofcd mother. * His 
countenance, his liature, his' voice, and air, perfuaded this Jady alfo that he was her Ibn ; but as he 
flill pcrftded that he was not, her ciiriofiry induced her to examine his bo<Iy, as n to redd in khan 
had a mark in a particular place. What pen can deferibe her forrow and confufion, when fhe dif- 
yovered that he was not her fon ? The indignity of a ftrangcr being brought to her apartment aggra- 
vated the tnisforfune ; whilil the young man complained of their incredulity, by compelling him to 
fiibmit to fdeb an cxtrehiity. Under thefe circumftance.>, the vixir offered to adopt him as his fon, 
and by thM tiicans- at once \^dpe off the (lain, and enjoy fome part of the pleafures of a father, in 
ttefocicty 6f one who fo much rcTcmblcd his real foa. Bui neither was this pia^licablc, for the 
true father of this ybuhg man, who thought he fiad loll ‘lim, was no fooncr informed of the adven- 
futc,’ than he rcclainVdd his fon, with the joy that is narural to a tender parent, ^ Tlu^ 

niay diJl cither breakfaft or dinner, as their cullom is not to cat till about 1 1 o’clock,, after which 

PERSIANS only eat once rnorc in the day* See Vol. I. page 229- ^ Which 

thfe ii^iANScail hAzouBUNb. ^ This they call a sirpeack, which is wore round the 

: peVfofls of great diftih^lion generally have thcra fet with precious Hones. * Which 

the INDIANS call cutIt arri* 
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Whetbcr any particular ceremony was performed upon the moghpl's 
yielding up the Indian dominions which NADIR claimed, does not ap-- 
^ar ; but this fceins to be the proper place to mention the extraordinary 
"tfertlon made to the Persian king, which was as follows : 

“ May God perpetuate the reign of nadir* shah, who is exalted as 
“ sAiuRN**, in glory like mars*, in pomp like Alexander*', fove- 
“ reign of the kings of the earth ; the fliadow of the Almighty, and 
“ the refuge of islam whofe court is the heavens 

“ The minifters “ of the fultan, who is merciful, and the emperor, 
" who is augull, formerly fent embafladors to us to treat of certain de- 
“ mands, with whicli it was our purpofe to comply. The embaffador 
“ MAHOMMED KHAN TURKOMAN, not long fincc arrived here from 
“ KANDAHAR to remind us thereof ; but our minifters having delayed 
“ the eiubalhidor, and poftponed anfwering the letters of his fublime 
“ majefty, it at length produced fuch a mifunderftanding between us, 
“ that his vidorious army came into hindostan. We encountered in 
“ the ftelds of karnal, where vidory arofe in the eaft of his unde- 
clining fortune. 

“ As Jiis fublime majefty is mighty as jumsheid®, the greateft of the 
“ xurkumans, and the fource of goodnefs as well as valour j relying 

“ on 

* Saturn is 87,000 miles diftant from the earth ; hence, tho’ it appears fo final!, aftronoincrs 
mention it as twenty times the diameter of the earth. The ring, which furrounds Itis middle like 
an a»di, contains torty-iivc diameters of the earth. How docs the mind labour to reach the vafi 
expanfe ; yet is not this more to infinite Ipace than a moment to eternity ! * There If a!fo 

a comparifon made with mars, vi?,. “ impetuous .as the god of war :” but this feems to be drop- 
ping the figure with regard to mars as a planet. Being placed between jupiter and the son, 
it might imply power and glory. It is true, a more apt meaning might have been cloaked, if the 
INDIAN or PERSIAN aftfologcrs agtccd with thofe of europe, with regard to the appearances of 
MARS, with a rikldy troubled light, fuppofod to be cncompafled with a cloudy atniofphere 5 if 
they had dared under the notion of a panegyric to tell a bold truth. •> Some writers 

h.Tve traallated this, “ the fecond Alexander;” and from thence make many remarks on the 
fuppofcd model which nadir followed, though his motives feem to have been very different from 
that of the or EC I AN hero. * By this is meant the true faith. • It is hard to 

fay which of tUele three compliments is the greateft bomb.ift, or the moft ill applied. • As 

they often ufe the third perfon plural ; when they fpcak of princes, they alio exprefs an aw|til re- 
fpett, not by aferibing their aiUons to their minifters, but fubftituting the inftrumeot for the agent. 
* 1 his was one of the antient kings of Persia, remarkable for great power. 


5 
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*f^on his honour, \ve had the fatisfadlion of an interview, and enjoyed 17^9. 
the unmixed delights of his heavenly company. After this we came 
together to shajehanabad p, where all the jewels and trcafures of the 
emperors of hindostan*) were prefented to him: and, in compliance 
with our requeft, his fublime majcfty was gracioufly pleafed to accept 
of fomc of them. 

“ But in regard to the illuftrious family of jurghin *■, and the honour 
he profelTes for the original tree of turklan % out of the greatnefs of 
“ his foul, and the overflowings of his humanity, he has been pleafed 
to reftore to us the crown and gem of hindostan. 

“ In confideration of this a<fl of gcneroflty, which no father has ever 
‘‘ fiiewn to a Ion, nor any brother to a brother, we make over to him 
ail the countries to the weft of the river attok.*, and of that of 
“ sciND 'S and nala sunkra which is a branch of the scind. That 
is to iay, peisiior with its territories; the principality of cabul and 
“ GA7.NA, mazarijat, the mountainous refidcnces of the Afghans, 

“ Vv ith the caftles of bucichor, sunkor and khoudabad ; the paiTes, 

“ territories, and abodes of the tchoukis and.^ALLOucHEs, with the 
“ whole province of tata : alfo the caftle of ram j the* towns of 
CHUN, sumawali, and ketra, with all the caftlcs, towns, ports, 

‘‘ villages, and open country, from the flrft rife of the river attok, 

“ vvitii all the country comprehended within its branches, till it empties 
“ itfclf into the fca at nala sunkra. 

“ Thefe we freely give up to the dominion of the powerful fovereign 
of PERSIA, and from hence forward o\ir officers and fubje<fts fliall 
V evacuate the fame, and refign the property and government to the per- 

SIAN 

P Dehmi:. ^ Inoia. * Th^^ word is fon-jeiimcL wrote RfjAN ; but they 

both equally allude to tbmur bec or Tamerlane, of whom the iitdian emperors are defeended. 

This aiib I undcrlhmd to alluvk :o t ami-.ri an p, * 1 have already obferved that this 

part of the jndus. ^ Part of the country on the vvdl of the Indus often goes under thi:: 

denomination, as W'ell as the indvs itielf. This h fometimes ciillod nale 

whicb^feems to be theiiland between the tNDi»s and what og calls the river iMMiAin’. 

* Thi^ is fometime^ wrote s t k i r . 

VoL. IV. B b 
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'}'739. SIAN king, to be difpofed of at his pleafiire. We renounce all o\jr 
“ right to command, controul, or colleft revenues, in any of thofe do- 
“ minions. But the carrle and town of i.ohre bendek, with all the 
“ country to the cailward of the river attok, and of the waters of the 
“ sciND, and nala sunkha, rtiall, as before, belong to the empire of 
“ HiNDOSTAN. Dated at shajehanabad the fourth of aiohirrim, 

I )52 h” 

This acqiuhtion of dominion was an objesh; of no lefs confequence, 
than all the treafures of which nadir robbed tite moghoe, particularly 
the province of i»eishok ; if vve may judge from the great revenues wdii-. h 
iic drew from that concjueri : nor was there any other danger of Ids l uing 
it, than what naturally arofe froni the cii cumfianccs of his own govern- 
ment. The feat of the Persian cmj'ire, Vvidcli he had eftabhfJrcd in 
khorasan, was abb calculated for the fupport of his coiupiefl, bad pro- 
vidence permitted him to cdaMilb by the arts of peace, what he )iad 
thus acquired by tlic fword. But as ib.c great MociiOL became a prey 
to NADIR by the fault of too great ge;/denels; fo nadir’s excefs of fe- 
verity neceilariJy rendered iiiin odious, and confcquently hailened Ids full 
with a more prodigious ruiii. 

N«iDlR liad now returned the Indian diadem to tlic legal poduibr 
feemingly with a much greater indidbrcncc, than Alexander rcdorcd 
to poRus, the kingdom which lie had conquered from him, witli an ad- 
ditional territory. Mahommed shah was not indeed an objedl of jea- 
loufy, as he feetned no ways incliiicd to war, or to commence any 
future contefl : whereas pourrs fig nali iced himfclf in military atcliiev- 
ments. Alexander liidecd abandoned indi a entirely j probably becaufe 
he could not keep it, and thcrcfoix- can claim the lefs merit ; nadir re- 
tained a conddcrable lharc of liis coiiquefl, on a prefurnption that he 
could keep it. Shall we fay -iiaL honour or generodty evas concerned in 
either calc? Little more what ariies from the virtue which is paffivc, 
becaufc there is no tempt.Aion or inclination to ofibnd. 

Nadir- 

y * 759 ' 
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Chap.. 3 aCV. NADIR SHAH. ’ 19^ 

Nadir being now prepared to march bick. into liis own country^ 17^9 
tobh occalion to give a lelTbn of advice to the great moghol j and 
under the cloak of friendfliip, to recommend fuch a condud: as tended 
moft to the fecurity of the new conqueft, which had been jiitl yielded 
to him. It is laid he fpoks to this efted : " You ought by all means to 
“ take polTeffion of the lands affigned for the fupport of your governors 
“ and pay each of them their appointments with ready money out of 
your treafuries. Let none of them keep any forces of their own : you 
“ Will then have the lefs occafion for a numerous Handing army ; how- 
" ever, you ought to fupport a body of hxty thouland choice cavalry, 

“ at the annual expence of lixty rupees * each. Every ten men ought to 
have one corporal \ every ten corporals one captain % and every ten cap- 
tains one commander of a thouliind**. Acquaint yourfelf with the coua- 
'' tiy, family, and name of all your officers, with their refpedive merits and 
inclinations. Never fuffer either them or the common foldiers to be idle 
or inadive. When occafion requires, detach a fufficient number of your 
“ troops under the command of a brave, faithful, and experienced offi- 
‘‘ cer ; but when he has executed his bufmefs, recall him. By tliis 
means you will have the lefs to fear, with reganl to the confcquenccs 
“ of too great a power. 

As to tlic great officers of your court, be careful in your choice of 
“ them, a.nd do not prefer thofc who are artful, ambitious, or felf- 
interefkd. Were I to chufc them, they would ihew you very lit- 
" tie refped in my abfence ; but you may depend, if any of thcln 
“ prove rebellious, I will fend to chaflife them. If neceliary, I can be 
with you myfelf in forty days from kandahar% and never reckon 
‘‘ me far off.” 

This advice feenied to be in fome meafurc agreeable to nadir’s own 
maxims of government j tho’ the frontiers which he had to guard ret|uii cd 

B b 2 f> 

Thcfc are calk’d jaguirs, or lands appointed for payment of the fallaries of the \?;o 

vernors, whicli naturall}’ giv'cs them a kind of fovereignty, by colicifing the taxes, and fC:v f-cy; 
them to their own ufe. The advice here kerns to be very juiL * Sixty rupees, m 7 . 10/, 

is blit yt crowns of Persia, whereas nadui's foldiers coil lilm too crowns, including odic-rsr ifvt 
fc rv it ude is cheaper in I N Di A. *' Di-H n ASHi. Sooivai.. 

fornctimes called mimbasbi. ‘‘ The dillaiice is computed between 7 and bf.:o miU; . 
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I 

*739* forces, that he was often obliged to employ fuch commanders as 

he had foon reafon to diftruft. He recommended to sirbullino khan, 
NIZAM AL MU LUCK, and Other omras belonging to the court of 
'mahommed shah, to be faithful to their mailer ; telling them, that a 
religious adherence to their duty to their owri fovereign, would be their 
bell fccurity againft his refentnient. 


The 4th of MAY he iflucd out orders for his army to march, and procla- 
mation was made, that no fubjecl of mahommed shah fliould prefurne,. 
under pain of death, to conceal any one belonging to his army. He alfo 
gave orders, that none of his officers or foldiers Ihould carry with them 
any male or female Haves, exxcpt fuch as had been bought with money, 
and with the public confent of the parties j and that, even women law- 
fully married to them, ffiould not be taken away without their confent. 
Some of the officers ufed the inoft gentle entreaties, but none of the In- 
dian women could be entirely prevailed on to leave their country ; na- 
dir therefore obliged thefe officers to fend back, the few women who 
had accompanied them out of the city. This rigor feemed to arife cither 
from the regard whicli he always ffiewed to the freedom of tliat fex, 
as far as i)(rAHOMM£DA^ principles allow j or from a fear left thefe wo- 
men ftiould be a means of fupportinga correlpondence with die Indians, 
not confiftent with his fyftem of politics. 


As foon as he arrived at the gardens of shalimar, lie ordered a mufter 
of' his army. Four hundred men being miffing, ftridt fearch was made 
after them j of thefe, fixty were found and brought to the camp. As a 
proof of the feverity of Ids difeipline, he caufed their heads to be cut 
off inftantly upon the field. This induced the Indian's out of pure 
mercy to conceal the other deferters. 

Nadir carried with liim a hundred and thirty writers, among whom were 
feveral who underftood the finances of the empire, of which he was parti- 
cularly defirous of acquiring an entire knowledge. He alfo obliged three 
hundred mafons and builders, two hundred fmiths, two hundred carpenters, 
and one hundred ftone-cutters, to engage in his fervicc, in order to gb into 

PERSIA. 
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PERSIA. His intentions were to build a city alter the model of oehlie, a 
draught of which he carried with him. This new city was propofed to 
be called NADIR auad^j which at the fame time that it tranfmitted his 
own name to pofterity, might remain a monument of his conqucll in 
INDIA, and of his viftory obtained over the great moghol. He allow- 
ed thefe artificers large pay, and provided them witli horfes and other 
necelfiries for their journey : he alfo agreed, that after the expiration 
of three years, they Ihould be at liberty to return home. However this 
defign might flatter his vanity, it was never carried into execution: part 
of thefe INDIANS delerted before they reached lahor, and the continual 
wars in which he was afterwards engaged diverted the tliought of this 
projetl, after his return into Persia. 

Befides the jewels, gold, filver, and other valuables already mentioned, 
he took with him near three hundred ® elephants, ten thoufand horfes, 
and as many camels, of which many were loaded with, fpoil. Moll of 
the gold and filver was melted into large ingots, and flung over the backs 
of camels, horfes and mules. If we reckon one half part of the thirty 
crores “ already mentioned to be in gold, and the other in filver, ac- 
cording to the ordinary computation of loads, cveiW'or common journies in 
PERSia, would require five thoufand feven hundred camels, and two tiiou- 
find and fifty hories and mules ^ The manufactures, furniture, *and war- 
like weapons, it may be prefumed, would require a much greater number. 

It is computed that the houfes and goods deftroyed by, fire, and the 
fields which were laid v/afte, amounted to near twenty crores '' j we may 
therefore reckon upon the whole, that this Persian ravager fpoiled the 
INDIANS of above one liundred and twenty millions of pounds. 

As 

^ The city of nadir. * Some accounts fay he took a thoufand elephants, which 

feems to be much too great a number to Jiave been tolledeci, oj’ to be of any life. Thefe animals 
iivlccd carry large burthens i but except it be for arullcry and fuch like ufes, camels, horfes^ and 
iTiuks, anfwer the purpofe better, I'his is a long-lived animal, and yet I could never liear that 
there wxre fuch numbers in Persia ; the number in iJie camp did not reach to thirty, and thofe 
which NADIR font into turkey and r.u;,oia did not exceed twenty. ^ 37,50o,rcGA 

^ I’liis review of the matter would tempt one to believe that the treafure was not of fuch iatpor- 
tance, Though we may prefume that it was a larger fum than ever was colkvded in one trchfury ; 
nor is it of confcquextce, fmcc w'hatevcr it wai> it is diSipaicd, ^ 29,000,000 A 
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* As 10 the number of fouls who v/ere plinigcd j;ito eternity upon this 
unhappy occahon, they are not rcckcucd kfs ihnn two liundrecl thoufoivJ'j 
of whom fell between labor a.;d karmal, in tine battle, and a fow 
days afterwards, forty thoufand ; in tlie inafhcre one hundred and ten 
thoufand j in the villages, and thofe who died «by famine, fifty tiioufand. 
We will now leave the Indians to repair by indujflry and commerce, the 
havock created by their avaricious enemy, and follow nadir in his march. 


C II A l\ XXVI. 

Nadir contimies his march from ihc gardens of shainmar. An injlance 
of Ms 'vaniiy end avarice. His crueliy lo-Toards numbers of the pea fants. 
Contribution (f lauor. His pajjdge over the chantrou ohflrudled. 
He returns back tovoards lahoj? . Confederacy of the Afghans and 
INDIANS to oppofe his pel fj age through the d'Jilcs. He jerzes the plunder 
beJongmg to bis ovon foldiers. His march to pfjshor. Khudavar 
KHAN refifes to acknowledge the (over cignty of nadir, and is reduced. 
Nadir pmju&s Ms march to kandahau. He fends Ms treafares to 
K.F.tw'.T, and conquers khieva and rokhara. 


T H E necefiury difpofitions being made, on the fixtii of mav 
NADIR purfued his march from the gardens of shalimar, diredl- 
;•)" his courfe. to the plains of karnal, where the Indians firfl owned 
lum as ti'.eir conqueror. According to the ordinary confequcnce of vafl 
pofielTions, the precautions he took, feemed to argue a greater in- 
quietude for the prefervation, than he had fhewn folicitiide for the ac- 
quifitio!), of his riches. 

When he arrived on the plains of karnal, he fent for the chief’ of 
the town of that name, and commanded him to build a village on the 
fpot he liad incarnped, and to call it by the name of fatlh abad : for 
this purpofe, it is faid, he gave him fiv^e thoufand rupees. It is net im- 
probable, that an inclination to continue the memory of his vidory, might 

hidiice 

t ZtMiDAR, Signifiea the habitadon of v'hflorv. 
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induce him to be At this expence; but this fum of 600/. is fo very in- 
coniiderable, that it plainly proves how flrong the pallion of avarice be- 
came in his breaft amidft fuch vail riches. 


As the army was marching, the pcafants watched their opportunitics 
to plunder or kill the Ibldiers, who were lent out to provide neceffu ies ; 
they alfo pillaged the exterior parts of the camp in the night, inlbmuch 
that the Persians loll above a thouland camels, horfes, and mules, be- 
fore they reached taniseer. The shah, enraged at this behaviour, 
gave orders for plundering that town, and putting the inhabitants to tije 
Ivvord. Otlier towns and villages I'uiTcrcd tiie lame late : By this llco lie 
intended to terrify the people into compliance, lince he could not by 
any other means eng-age them to funolv his army. 

As /.ERARiAH KHAN, the govemor of LAHOR, had made his fubmif- 
fions to NADIR, when he palled tlirough the province of penj ab in liis 
way to DEMEiE; it was apprehended that the irdiabitants had nothing 
to fear; but as loon as the khan heard of the rnallacre at dehlie, and 
of the feverity with which the contributions had been exadled in tliat 
city, he forefaw the fform that was gatlicring. Tlelbiving therefore not 
to be taken at a difadvantage, he fuinmoncd nil the merchants, muney- 
cliangcrs aird wealthy inhabitants, to bring in their quotas towards 
railing a crorc of rupees This liim was deemed rhe utmoil which 
they could pay. 

Nadir was no fooner arrived at the gardens of shalimar, tlnm he 
difpatched abdue baki khan, with a conliderahle body of troops, to 


demand a large contribution of i.ahor ; and 

h'^v 
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J739* ’demand a larger fumj but this juft reprefentation being made to .the 
SHAH, the crore of rupees was accepted, and the Persian army continued 
their march. 

When they arrived on the banks of the chantrou, the bridge of boats 
prepared for their paffage had been carried away by a fudden fwclling of 
the waters j nadir therefore directed his march back, and entered the 
province of fen jab. A body of horfe was difpatched to lahor the 
capital, to demand provifions. The inhabitants, who had hardly reco- 
vered from their dread of fire and fword, at the late approach of the 
PERSiAiV army, and vverc impoverifhed by the contributions they had 
paid, now thought only of faving their lives by flight. Zekariah 
KHAN was no fooncr informed of the pannic with which the people 
were ftruck, than he went and threw himfelf at nadir’s feet, and begged 
that he would not approach nearer the city, engaging at the fame time 
that the bridge fliould be repaired without delay : it was accordingly per- 
formed, and the army paffed over. 

Nadir then directed his courfe towards rehnas, a fortified city on 
the eafttim banks of the indus near suvat, a branch of that river. 
Thence advancing to attok, he attempted to pals the indus, into the 
dominio’ns which had been lately yielded up to him. Here the want 
of a fuflk ient number of boats to form the bridge obliged him to halt : 
,and this delay afforded time to the Afghans and the Indians, who 
inhabited the weftern fide of the river, to take up arms. The vaft booty 
which the Persians had aniaficd, was a temptation not to be refifted ; 
and they feemed, rcfolved to try their fortune, if by uniting their forces 
they could feize fomc part of the plunder. 

What their efforts would have produced, had they been carried into 
execution, it is not eafy to determine. The Persian king certainly 
thought himfelf in danger, and chofe rather to negotiate for a free paf- 
fage, than run a hazard where there was nothing to gain. The confide- 
ration of a vaft treafure, had rendered the fierce and intrepid nadir, 
cautious and circumfpeft. His mind, ever fertile in expedients, now 
7 fuggefted 
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fuggefted to him to write to nacir khan, the late governor of cabui ', 1739 
whom he had left at peishok, commanding him in the mod; exprefs 
terms to ufe his intereft to dil'perfe the tribes, who were alTembled in the 
mountains. Tlie kuan immediately fent for the chiefs of this confe- 
deracy, and perfuaded them to decline their enterprizc, for which, ac- 
cording to his inftrudtions, he engaged to give them ten lacks of rupees'’. 
However large this fum might appear upon another occalion, it was air 
objedf of very little confideration compared wdth the bulk of nadir’s 
trcaiare he therefore remitted this fum without delay, and purchafed a 
free paffage 

In tlie mean tiine the bridge was preparing for Iris palfigc over tlie 
INDUS, when meffengers arrived from the court of the great moghol, 
requeuing in b'ehalf of that prince the redemption of two rich feather- 
jewels, belonging to the hcad-drels of the fultana. Upon this, orders 
were given for fearchiiig the royal trealury, but no fuch jewels could be 
found. It rvas re;ilonable to prefume that they had been brought away from 
the INDIAN court, and of couife they inufl be in the pofi’edion of fome 
orticer or foldier in the army. This fiigggfted to nadir fufficient reafon 
to challenge ail precious ffones as his piopertjTp* accordingly lie ordered 
{tridl fcarch to be made, and that ail (hould be brought into the treafury 
under penalty of death. Numbers of the foldiers, whofe paffio’n for gain 
was not perhaps inferior to that of their general, enraged to fee the fruits of 
fo long and perilous a march ravilhed from them, threw tliem into the In- 
dus ; and otiicrs concealed them in the earth : infomuch, that aklio’ great 
quantities were collected, this extraordinary relolution it is believed coll 
fome millions of crowns value to Persia. The jewels, plundered both by 
the private men and cdicers, mud: have been very confiderable : the 
prekmts and bribes which they received, amounted to a great fum, parti- 
cularly on the unhappy occahon of the mallacre.ol df.hlie, when many’ 
of the INDIAN lords and perfons of dhlindion faved their lives by tlie 
mere force of their great riches. A great part of this, efpecially jewels 

which 

P 125,000/. It is faiJ t’lat other inhabitants oi the inonntair.s aliei'iardi made the 

fame demand, which he it fui'ed to comply with. 

VoL. IV. C c 
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*739- which could be cafily concealed, was not till then brought into the royal 
treafury ^ The quantity of precious ftones, delivered up to nadir 
upon this occafion, amounted to a great value j but neither of the jewels 
in queftion appeared till a conhderable time after, when one of them 
was found among the fequeftered effects of a general officer, who was 
put to deatii ; the other never appeared. 

It is amazing to confider the afcendency which i^adi r had acquired over 
his army, and that fuch a liep as this did not produce a revolt 'j but his 
addrefs in fo wing the feeds of jealoufy and diftruft among them was fuch, 
that they were afraid of each other ; and this ever proved his bell fecu- 
rity. Numbers of them might now be more inclined to defert, than to 
give up their valuable plunder j yet the circumftances they were in, with 
regard to an enemy’s country, was, an infuperable obflacle to their taking 
fuch a ftep. 

After paffing the indos, he direded his march to peishor, where 
he halted for fome days ; he left a Persian general, with a confiderable 
body of forces, but confirmecJ^NACiR khan in the government of that 
province, .and conferred feveral honours on him, in acknowledgment of 
his great fervices. From thence, continuing his rout towards cabul, he 
detached’ ABDUL baki khan, with five thoufand horfe, to receive ho- 
mage from KHU 13 AYAR KHAN, govemor of PEKIER This KHAN had 
refufed to pa^y homage to nadir, now fovercign of that country j and 
collefted a confiderable body of forces to oppofe the Persian army. 
Finding that his late mafter the great moghol had not been able to 
fupport him, he refolved to try if he could obtain an independent fove- 
reignty. 


Abdul 

' See Vol. I. page 255. for the qu;intity of large fl-ones on harfe furniture. * 1 was told 

ill PERSIA, tkic he took from the foldiers a)I their money aJfo, except one hundred crowns ; foine 
accounts mention two hundred and fifty crowns ; but I have fome difficulty in believing either. As 
to jewels, they would be fuLjcti to difeovery in the fale of them, which would not have been the 
cafe with money. ^ This country is to the fouth of cabul on the indus^ borderii^g upon 

MULTAN! 1 do not had it laid do’wn by de li$le. There are feveral forts and flrong places init, 
fuch as LouHERj, s£Ki£R,ai)d tikier. The people of this country arc partly wahommedan^* 
ind partly yaca'^. 
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' Abdvl BAKi KHAN foon arrived op the frontiers of this’ country^ *73-9' 
but was in no fituation to reduce iciiirDAYAk khan by force. He 
therefore fent to acquaint this Indian lord of his arrival, and at the 
fame time to advife him to make a ready fubmiflion. This offer being 
rejeded with contempt, abdul baki informed the shah of the cir- 
cumftances which he was in. Nadir being now near kandahar, fent 
his treafures and heavy baggage under a numerous convoy into that ftrong 
fortrefs, and then direded his courfe fouth eaft through the country of 
hazarijat. Khudayar khan was no fooner informed of the march 
of the PERSIAN army, than he burnt a foreft, laid wafte the open coun- 
try, and ufed his endeavours to poifon the water. 

This proceeding caufed a new alarm in the mogiiol’s territories: 

NADIR was no fooner informed of the defperate meafures which this 
INDIAN lord had taken to fupport himfelf, than he fent his commands 
to ZEKAKIAH KHAN, the govcmor of LAHOR, and alfo to his fon haiat 
ULLA KHAN, govcmor of MULTAN, to repair to his camp immediately, 
and to furnifli his army with provifions. How great foever their reluc- 
tancU, neceffity obliged them to pay a r^ady obedience to the fummons. 
Zekariah khan was reputed an able politidan ; and this talk now re- 
quired the exercife of his abilities ; lince he had not only to provide 
the PERSIAN array with provifions, but alfo to obtain the fnbmidion 
of KHUDAYAR KHAN, Tlie latter offered to make fuch prefents as his 
circumftances permitted, with condition that the Persian army would 
purfue their rout to kandahar, without making any irruption into his 
territories j otherwife he perfiffed in his defiance. 

This was a language to which the vidlorlous king of Persia was not 
accuftomedj he therefore ordered zekariah khan to bring to him 
• thofe chiefs of the country who had fubmitted, as hoftages for the good 
behaviour of their people ; and at the fame time to condudl his army by 
a rout, where they might be properly fupported, in order to compel 
KHUDAYAR KHAN to furrcndcr. 


Cc 2 


As 
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, As loon* as nadir arrived in the neighbourhood of khudaabad **, the 
INDIAN chief retired with his riches to emir-kiout, a ftrong fort on 
the oppofite fide of the river hest-nud. Zekariah khan renewed 
his entreaties in terms fo perfuafive, that at length aflurance being fent 
that NADIR would pardon what was part, and •accept a moderate prelent, 
KHtjpAYAR KHAN confentcd to fend his fon, and to make his fubmiflion. 
This young lord was very kindly received, and entertained in a fump- 
tuous manner, together with all his numerous attendance. In the mean 
while, NADIR ordered fome parties of his troops to take pofleflion of the 
boats in which the Indians came, and by favour of the night to repafs 
the river. This was performed fo well, that the Indians who guarded 
the fort of emir-kiout, taking them for the retinue of their khan’s 
fon, fuffered the Persians to enter, and take pofieflion of it. The 
khan had time to make his efcape, but at length thought proper to ca- 
pitulate, and give up all his riches. 

The news of this affair having reached the moghol’s court, a report 
prevailed, as if the infatiable avarice of nadir was bringing him a fecond 
time into the Indian territories,; thefe apprehenfions alarmed the vriiole 
country, a;id -occafioneef a great confiernation. Several of the princes'* 
who commanded in the mountains, formed a confederacy to oppofe his 
palfage ; and his not invading their dominions, was imputed to the great 
preparations made to oppofe him. 

St is very hard to believe, that a canine appetite for gold fliould lb fir 
effacc all fentiments of honour and clemency in the mind of nadir, as 
to induce him to commit fo flagrant a violation of the treaty lately con- 
cluded with the MOGHOL, and to obliterate the remembrance of his 
being a king, by an aft fo unworthy. I’hc power derived from force 
only, can be no fccu^’ity, when princes throw off even the mafk ofjufiice, 
and as it were declare war againfi; the rational fpecics. Whatever fufpi- 
cion he might lie under on this occafion, he gave great proofs of efteem 

for 

Wc arc left entirely to feek for this city ; the country to the weft of the indu.% towaicls the 
iNni kN fca, feems to be very liitle known to the map-makers. Rajahs. 
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^for ZEKARIAH KHAN> by making him feveral prefents, and fending him 
to DEHLIE with a number of fine horfes for mahommed shah. The 
INDIANS were foon after delivered from their fears, by the joyful news 
that the Persian army was paft kandahar. 

We have already obferved, that whilfl nadir was in kandahar, 
his fon, RizA KouLi myrza, had made an incurfion as far as ealkh, 
which fubmitted to hinij but he was not able to fubdue the ousbf.g 
tartars of KHiEVA and Bokhara who, during the troubles in the 
PERSIAN empire, had made frequent inroads into kiiorasan, and car- 
ried many thoufands qf the inhabitants into flavery. Tliefe people are 
remarkable for their vivacity and love of liberty. As they are for the 
moft part of the led of the sunnis, they hate the Persians j but the 
difference in religion has not occafioned fuch frequent contelfs, as their 
neiglibourhood and ffrong propenfity to rapine. Khorasan had often 
fuffered by their depredations, nor had they been intirely quiet during 
the abfence of the Persian army in india. Nadir had feme time be- 
fore fent embafladors to the khan of khieva, demanding the perisans, 
numbers of whom were detained in fla\;<:^ry in that country. But thefe 
TARTARS were iotoxicatcd with their ibrmei'’Tuccefs, and jiaving en- 
joyed an uninterrupted fecurity for many years, feemed to have loff all 
fenfe of danger. Contrary to the laws of nations, which even in this 
country arc deemed facred, with refped to t’ne reprefentatives of kings, 
they put the Persian embuffadors to death ; only one, die leall con- 
fidcrable in rank, wars fent back to his mafler without his nofe and ears. 
Such a proceeding could not but incenfc the impetuous nadir, and draw 
on the fire of Ids refentment. 

The occafion was now favourable for tlie reduction of tlrefe people. 
Nadir having detached a large body of his troops from kandahar 
to K/ELAT with his trcafurcE, took the rout through the kingdom of 
BALKH. He paffed the river amo, and arrived in the neighbourhood of 
BOKHARA about tlic beginning of October, with an army of near fitly 

tJjoufand 

• 

* Some antiquaries arc of ©pinion, that thefe people are the dekendants of the tribe of Israel, 
whom SALAMAZAR, king of ASS-VRIA, kut ilitO ME1U.A. 


1 73 : 9 * 
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1739. thoufsftd men. The ous6eg tar TAiiis m^ha^&ilaWfc^hls city and its 
diftriOt, fnbmitted to him immediately. He fetat liberty the Persians 
who had been detained in captivity, and inlifted about twelve thoufand of 
the inhabitants who were fit to bear arms thefe ousbegs being eftecm- 
cd the beft foldiers in tartart. In confequehce of the ready fubmiflion 
of the KHAN of this country, nadir inverted him with the government 
of all the territories of Bokhara to the north of the amo, and alfo made 
very valuable prefents to him and his dependents. 

The KHAN of KHiEVA had taken the field with about twenty thoufand 
men. He had hardly ever feen a more formidable army, and flattered 
himfelf with fuccels: but as foon as he heard of the fuperior numbers of 
the PERSIANS, and that nadir himfelf was at their head, he retired 
with precipitation towards his capital. The Persian king being in- 
formed of the fituation of the enemy, made fuch forced marches, that 
the ousbegs were obliged to ftop at Shankar. Here the khan made a 
brave refiftance, but was at length obliged to furrender. Nadir chal- 
lenged him with the murder of his embafladors : he excufed himfelf, al- 
ledging that it was done by tl^e ousbegs without his knowledge. To 
this the PERSIAN king replied ; “ If you have not abilities to govern the 
“ few fubjedts who inhabit your territories, you do not deferve to live ; 
“ and fdr the affront fliewn me in the murder of my embafladors, you 
“ have no title to die like men j you fliall die like dogs.” He then or- 
dered the executioners to cut the throat of the khan and about thirty of 

r ' 

his chief attendants ; a punifliment efteemed the moft ignominious among 
the PERSIANS. Upon the news of the fate of this khan, all the towns 
and villages furrendered except the capital. 

The inhabitants of khieva fliut their gates againrt the conqueror, re- 
folving to oppofe him to the laft extremity. Several of them, who were 
apprehenfive of the confequences of fo rafli an enterprize, attempted to 
leave the town, and were put to death as deferters. The number of 
their PERSIAN flaves was fo great, that fome were cruelly put to death 
in cold blood, merely out of fear of their rifing, and the rert were im- 

prifoned. 


y A city about half a <lay’.s journey to the eaftwarJ of khieva* 
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''jtrifoned. The 8th of hovember nadir shah incamped on the eaft 1739. 
fide of KHiEVA: he fent feveral raeflages and demanded a parley, but 
the ousBEGs abfolutely rcfufed to grant it. The Persian army therefore 
invefted the city, and planted eighteen cannon, and fixteen mortars*, at 
different places. They alfb raifed machines of wood, from whence they 
could fee over the walls : and after throwing up a breafl-work, to guard 
themfeves from the enemy's fmall fhot, they attacked the town. Thefe 
TARTARS were yet pofielTed of a few field-pieces, which they had taken 
from the unfortunate prince beckawitz*. On the 14th the siiah or- 
dered the town to be battered in breach The enaineers did their 

D 

part fo well, that the inhabitants foon became fenfible of their rafhnefs. 

Several breaches being now made, and the ditch almoft filled, nadir 
gave orders for fiorming : upon this tlie ousbegs furrendered at difere- 
tion. An inventory was taken of every thing in the city •, and all the 
foreigners ' were ordered to appear before the shah. 

The 28th of NOVEMBER NADIR marched from khieva, taking with 
him near twenty thoufand Persians who had been in captivity, with eight 
thoufand ousbegs as recruits. He left a g'^yernor^of bis own appointing, 

, attended 

^ Wheiher cherts had been carried into India is not faid; it may be rather prefumed they were 
hrou::,ht from thence, as they had the conveniency of elephants, which bear very great burthens. 

It hus been often laid that nadir carried heavy cinnon with him into jndia, by breaking them 
into pieces, and catling them a-frefli when he had occaiioii for them ; but this account favours too 
much of the marvellous, Bcfides theft, the Persians laid many held pieces : and very long fwhel 
guns. The laft were fixed on pack-faddles, and carried by cameds : thefe carried cartridge- fiot to 
z great diftance, and made great havock ; i have already mentioned them under the name of bar ■ 
qucbailes. See Vol. Ill, page 107. * Sec account of this expedition, \ oJ. I. page 189, 

^ Mr. THOMSON and Mr. hocg, mentioned inVoL I.page 54^, 346. were in the town during this 
fiege, and weighed one of thefe balls j but I am inclined to think they were fired from mortars. 

Among thefe were the tw'o ENGLISH travellers above-mentioned. Nadir shah enquired of 
them what their bufinefs was. Being informed they were merchants, he told them they were at 
liberty to trade through all his dominions j and if any wrong was done them, and they were nor ro- 
il refled by his officers, they fhould apply to him; they were then difmifled, and a pafl'pon wa.s 
given them. Thefe perfons reported, that many, even of the meaner foldiers in the Persian 
army, had deaths of rich filk, and plenty of Indian money. Tlxe reader will obferve that riie 
journal of thefe travellers,, as mentioned m Vol. !• page 34.J, is faid to have been in 1740, but it 
ought to be 1739. 
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1739* ^y ^ few PERsiAt^s, as if fee wiis'« 4 jfe '!>£ the obedicn^^ 

of theie TARfARS, or thoaght them not worth an army to keep them 
in.awc. 


CHAP. XXVII. 

Nadir returns to Persia. Riza kouli myrza murders shah T/ehmas, 
and makes an attempt againjl his father's life. ConduSt of nadir io~ 
•wards his fan. He arrives in the neighbourhood f Isfahan. 

N adir having now conquered all his enemies on the eadern fron- 
tiers of his dominions, prepared to return into perma. Jlis chief 
concern was the fecurity of his vafl: treafure ; he therefore marched to 
RELAX, which is a few days journey to the fouthward of mesched. 
Here he eftablifhed a fufficient guard of his beft troops, and conferred 
the command on a brother of lutf ali khan. 

It has been already remar^d, that the hrft year of nadir’s abfence 
had givep his fon riza kouli aiyrza fuch a tafte of power, that he 
exerted it in the moft wanton manner on feveral occafions, to opprefs 
the people, and to indulge his avarice We have alfo taken notice that 
his father, upon being informed of thefe arbitrary proceedings, thought 
proper to re|fraia his authority. The beginning of this year a report 
prevailed at Isfahan, that the Persian army had been defeated in In- 
dia, and that nadir shah was fiain. His fon riza kouli myrza re- 
ceived this account with a feeming fatisfadion. In a real or aifedted per- 
fualion that it was true, he in fome meafure alTumed the regal authority. 
He began, by caufing the unfortunate shah TjEhmas to be put to death, 
together with all his family, who were prifoners at sebsawar. The 
circumftances of the tragical end of this prince, feem to prove that 
NADIR was not difl'atisfied with this adtion, and would hardly have 

called 

^ Among other particulars it is related of him, tliat in a vifit he received from the arUteni an 
patriarch, he demanded of this pried his cap and crofier, which were fet with precious done.s al - 
Icdging that he had occafion for them, fur his father’s government, and the ulV of his army, 
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called his foii to diiy fevere account for it, had not the motive been an 
impatient defire of wearing the diadem himfelf. 

The perfon, employed in this regicide, was mahommed hussein 
KHAN He had been temarkably adive in feixing this unfortunate 
prince i and it is probable he was now fearful, that if nadir had met 
with any misfortune, t^hmas would be reftored again to the throne 
of his anceftors. The murder was faid to have been committed after 
this manner : mahommed hussein khan, under the pretence of firiend- 
thip, reprefented to T-ffiHMAs that his life was threatened, and therefore 
advifed him to retire either into turkey or Russia, and that himfelf 
would facilitate his efcape. As foon as this prince was in his poileffion, 
he reproached him with cowardice, told him he was unworthy to wear a 
crown, and at the fame time gave a fignal to his groom ^ to kill him. 

Thus fell the laft of the defeendants of the famous ismael seffie, 
whofc race had filled the throne of Persia for near two hundred and 
fifty years. It has been feen how remarkable this prince was for a feries 
of misfortunes, during the lafl: {eventees? years. Providence feemed to 
have often interpofed for his deliverance j and tho’ neither his, refolution 
nor abilities were extraordinary, yet in a lefs corrupt ftate he might 
have rendered his fubjeits happy, and by fupporting his family, prevented 
that effufion of blood which has exhaufted Persia of its inhabitants, if 
not totally fubverted that antient monarchy. , 

Nadir, though return, ing in triumph, loaded with fpoil, was now to 
fuffer one of the bitterefl calamities. As if Providence had ordained it as 
a punilhment for his enormous offences, his eldefl fon rjZx\ kouli 
myrza, for whom he had a paternal tendernefs, formed a confederacy 
with a few other perfons, to deprive his father of his life. For this 
purpofe he employed a certain Afghan foldier to fhoot the king, as he 
was returning from khelat. 

It 

is fame perfon with whom I had fuch particular conneftions at a strap ad. 

^ 1 iie per Ion w ho wa^i put to deat h in the rebellion of astrabad. See V ol . T. p.w ;',co 

V Of.. IV. D d 
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•’ It ha^ been already explained, in what manner the PERSIAN kings ^ 
travel upon comnion occafions, detached from their army. The shah 
was arrived in a narrow pafs covered with wood, in the mountains which 
feparate the provinces of khoRasan and AstraEad having with him 
only his women and eunuchs : here it was the intrepid Afghan dug 
a pit to conceal himfelf, from whence he might take his aim with the 
greater exadnefs. He fired his piece, and the bullet paffed under nadir’s 
right arm, and fhot him in the left hand : the horfe allb being wound- 
ed in the neck, through pain or furprize fell. The Afghan was pre- 
paring to ifllie from the wood, and finifli his bufinefs with his labre i 
but the eunuchs, drawing their fabres to proteift their mailer, rendered 
the accomplifliment of his purpofe impracticable. A conliderable reward 
was immediately offered for apprehending the affiffin, and a prornife of 
pardon if he would difeover himfelf. Many of the inhabitants of the 
mountains were brought before the shah : fome of them had offered 
fums of money to the foldiers to cxcufe their appearance. This was 
urged as a proof of their guilt, but nadir commandad that they fliould 
be releafed, with this reflection : “ Thefe people are innocent. The man 
“ who has made lb darfrg-iifr^ftempt on my life, mull be a perfon of 
“ diilinguiflied bravery, whofe courage is not inferior to my own.” 

It was not long a fccret, tliat the contriver of this airaflination wa.s no 
lefs than his fon rtza kouli myrza, whofe manners we have already 
obferved had ,fo great a rcfemblancc with thofe of his father. Riza koult 
being brought before nadir, he intreated him to think of his crime, to 
afk pardon, and prornife obedience. “ Confider,” fays he, “ I arn your 
“ general, your fovereign, your friend, your father. Confider the duty 

“ you 

• This pals b fappofed to be the fame through which Alexander purfued bessus the bac- 
tria\n traitor. ^ The difeovery of this alTaffin was not made till above a year after- 

wards, when NADIR rccollefllng a certain man who had often diflinguifhed Jiimfelf in the iield of 
battle, enquired after him ; and being informed that this man had abfented himfelf at fuch a time, it 
immediately occurred to him that he mull certainly be the perfon who had fhot at him. The f/fAH 
therefore ordered that the man fhould be fought for, and brought before him. He was accord- 
ingly found in k and ah a r, and conducted to the camp^ where he confelTed the fa^. NAD^iR faid 
to him, ** You are a very brave fellow j but to prevent your taking fuch good aim, you mufl lofe 

your eyes.'' 
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J^‘ you owe me ia thefe feveral relations. Refiedl on the finalf acknowv 
“ lodgments which I require of you. You are in my power, but I 
“ would not have you perilh. Live, be happy, and a king, whenever 
“ providence fliall take me from the earth.” He employed leveral of 
his principal officers to perfuade his fon to repentance, but mzA kquli. 
was inflexible, and obftinately perfifted that he had done no wrong in 
attempting his father’s life. He told him to his face, “ You are a tyrant, 
“ and ought to die. 1 know the moil you can do is to kill me.” The 
afflided NADIR between rage and tendernefs faid, “ No : I will not take 
“ your life, but I will make you an example to all the princes of the 
“ cartli ; I will cut out your eyes.” Riza kouli, with a flercene/s pe- 
culiar to himfclf, replied, “ Cut them out, and put them into .... V’ 

Ncceflity thus obliged nadir to deprive his darling fon of his fight, 
and himfelf of all hopes of making him his heir. The genius and in- 
trepidity of this young man had filled nadir with fanguine expeda- 
tions of continuing the diadem in his family, which indeed could hard- 
ly be e.vpeded by a fucceflor of lefs refolution than himfelf. Some days 
after this event, nadir commanded that his fon fhould be brought be- 
fore him, and he enquired of him, yet with' a mixiTire of paternal tender- 
nefs, concerning his health. The fon, ftill repugnant to every Ventiment 
of filial aftedion, and not rendered lefs daring by his diftrefs,* replied. 

You have not blinded mefo much as you have blinded all Persia : 
“ what the confequence mufl: be, time will difeover.” It is remarka- 
ble, that nadir never after permitted his fon to have any women, nbr 
would he trufl; him in any place but under his own eye. 

In FEBRUARY this year, the shah arrived with his army in the neigh- 
bourhood of ISFAHAN. The fatisfadion which the Persians felt upon 
his return, arofe chiefly from the hopes that his immenfe riches, the 
fruits of a three years campaign, would free them from the heavy bur- 
then of fupporting a numerous army : how ill grounded their expecta- 
tions were, we fliall foon have occaflon to relate. 

D d 2 PART 

‘ It ifluft be obferved, that the indecent tiaention of a woman of honour and diillucHion, is no kfs 
difrelpeclful in peksia, than in the polite parts of burope ; confequeutly it is the iudignity 

to mention in grols terms the favourite wife of a king. 
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PART . V. 

t 

FROM THE 

Return of NADIR SHAH to 
ISFAHAN FROM HIS INDIAN 

EXPEDITION IN 174O, 

TILL 

He was assassinated in 1747. 
CHAP. XXVIII. 

JleJleStions on the of^tiitary exploits. Nadir fends a pompous 

emba£y"to Russia, and aiiother to turkey. Circumjla?ic'es of the turks. 
NADiR’i demands on them. His war with the Arabians. His conduct 
towards the Armenian patriarch. His projeSl of introducing a new 
religion into Persia. He orders a tranjlation of the evangeli/ls. Com- 
.parifon of his cbaraSler^ and that c/’ akbar, formerly emperor of india. 

T he affliction which nadir muft naturally have felt from the 
misfortune which happened to his darling fon, gave place in 
fome meafure to the gratification of his vanity. It is reafon- 
able to prefuine from the genius of this man, that more than half the 
joy of his triumphs would have been loft, but for the reflection of the 
figure he fflould make in the efteem of other princes. 

Actions, truly heroic, like thofe of the deity, whofc beneficence we 
fliould ftrive to imitate, derive no real excellence from applaufe, being 
2 in 
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' in themfelves invariably good. The natural greatnefs and reflitude of the 1740. 
foul can never be exprefled in adions deftrudtive to mankind : and what 
for the moft part are pompous triumphs, or the fpoils of plundered pro- 
vinces, but fo many monuments of cruelty, ambition, or avarice ? yet 
when our condud will not bear the teft of reafon, our paffions prompt 
us to feek a vain applaufe, and Hill we glory. 

What refle<flions nadir might now make upon himfelf, are not ob- 
jeds of our inftrudion fo much, as thofe which we ought to make on 
him. As to his immenfe treafures, they ferved for little more than to 
enlarge his defire to fupport his tyrannical power, by the mere notion 
of his wealth j and to render Persia more emphatically miferabJe. But 
notwithftanding his extreme avarice, he fent a magnificent embafly 
with prefents of great value to the Russian court, and another to the 
grai'id fignior. 

The embalTadors to the Russian emprefs were saidar khan ’‘j and 
iiussBiN KHAN, with a retinue of two thoufand perfons, who convoyed 
ten elephants with feveral jewels and other rich prefents. Saidar khan 
died at kislar, but hussein proceeded to astrachan, where he was 
required to idop, till proper orders were lent from court foii his enter- 
tainment, Such embafiies gratify the pride of thofe princes by whom 
they are fent, but create a vafl cxpence ' to thofe who arc to receive them. 

It was not till the end of October the next year, that tlie embau'ador 
made his public entry into st. Petersburg, which .was in feveral 
refpeCts magnificent, tho’ part of the piiusiAN retinue made but a mean 
appearance. The court was not wanting in fiievving this Persian mini- 

fler 

^ This is the jxirfon mentioned in the Note, page 4, who died at k is i ah. lie was an 4ld man» 
and reputed very brave, and a lover of jallicc, but otherwiic not tender ol ipilling blood, 1 was 
told the following circumllancc conteniing him ; he wa'- once obierviifg that he wanted fomething to 
try lus fabre j upon which a very old iiu;n in the company, achnowlcdging that he had lived long 
enough, oftered his neck ; .saidar. took him at his word, and ftruck olF hh head. ^ h wms 

laid, that this embafl’ador made a dcmaml of no J.efs than 200 iheep, 2000 pounds of rice, and other 
provifions in proportion for his daily liipporr. Ihic policy of princes in licit part of 

the w'orld, erpecially when tilings are in a precarious ftate, is often the caufe of thefe delays : Ionic 
liinejiad been fpent in the adjuftment of the ceremonials, and in making piovifion lor lo numerous a 
retinue ; for not Icfs thait twelve or fifteen hundred perfons attended tins einbaiiador to s x* 


VITERSBU RO. 
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1^40. fter all the Konour due to his rank. His bufinefs was td acquaint the 
ibvereign of Russia, of the great feats of his mailer in the conqviell of 
ii^DiA, and of the immeiife fpoil which he had brought from thence j a 
fpecimen of which he prefented to the Russian emprefs, in the ele- 
pliants®, jewels, and other valuables with vvhith he Was charged ; tliat 
his mader had alfo reftored the Indian monarcli to liis dominions, and 
now offered Ids friendlhip to the fovereign of Russia, with whom he 
was willing to enter into a defenffve and offenffvc alliance”. 

We have already mcntioncil, that during his ablcnce in the late expe- 
dition, lie fent embafl'udors to the grand fignior, demanding a paflport to 
travel through the ottoman empire to aikcca. The Turkish mini- 
ffry conffdered this requeft as capricious, fince it could never be pre- 
fumed that fuch confeiit would be granted j and if he meant to take the 
liberty of making that pilgrimage with an army j it would rather be 
with a view to plunder the place of its immenfe riches, than to offer 
up his prayers of thankfgiving for his fuccefles in india. The Turks 
were indeed afraid that he meant to feed his infatiable avarice with this 
precious morfel. What added to their terror, was the conficleration of 
the extraordinary interpofition of providence in the peace which he had 
made with them, in confequence whereof he had employed his forces in 
lb diftanlr a country, and was coming home loaded with the fpoils of 
INDIA. It could hardly be expcbled that his military genius would fuffer 
him to be long idle : and looking on themfelves almoff: as the only 
poWer againfl;*^whom he could turn his arms, they concluded a peace 
with the RUSSIANS and imperialists, and made great preparations for 
marching an army into asia. 

Some time after nadir fent an envoy to acquaint the port, that not- 
withffanding they refufed him a paflage to Mecca, it was his intention 

to 

There arc feveral of thtTc yet remaining in sr, phtersburg, which, tho’ entirely ufelefs, arc 
fiipported for curiofity, and the honour of the fovereign. The ordinary food of thefc animals was 
rice, meal, and luch like ; but the Russians have very jndicioufly taught them to cat Kay. 

^ It was faid this embaflador demanded iliip-carpentcrf, which the ru.ssi an s refufed, objecting 
that they had none except iorcij^ners, w ho were engaged to ferve them for a certain time, but that they 
had no power to fend them out of their country. The ptofecutlon of the defign which nadir had 
forti.cd of building flrlps on the Caspian fea, the caufe of the early ruin of our Caspian 
•trade. 
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to live in friendfliip with the grand fignior. The new embatla<lor, whom 
he charged with his compliments to the ottoman emperor, carried 
feveral rich jewels, nine elephants, and a great number of camels, as a 
prefent : and according to the dignity he aflumed, and the fplendor of 
eallern monarchs, Ids retinue was compofed of near two thoufand per^ 
fons. As their motions were flow, they did not arrive till the begin- 
ning of the next year. The grand vizir received this embaflador with 
the utmofl demonftration of efleem j however, when the purport of his 
commifljon was demanded, he feemed to be offended, declaring that 
he would communicate it only to the grand fignior in perfon. The 
TURKS foon found that nadir was no lefs arrogant in his propofals 
of the terms of fricndfldp, than oflentatious of his riches, as appeared. 
by the prodigality of hisprefents; under thefc circumftances they were 
induced to watch the embaflador as a fecret enemy. 

Nadir again renewed his claim to all the provinces and cities which 
in antient times belonged to the crown oi rkrsia j and infiflcd that the 
TURKS ouglit to pay the expence of the late war, or yield fome pro- 
vinces as an equivalent. Thefe demands appeared to the turks. imperious 
and exorbitant, and they concluded th..L tlic suAi-VS'f per.sia meant only 
to flnd a pretext to break with them. As tiie late wars had 'exhaufled 
their treararlcs, and the artny was in arrears, orders were feat to tlie 
DASHAS in :'.ii their refpedtive govenunents, to colledt the taxes, and re- 
mit them immediately to coin t. 

In the mean while nai in employrd himfclf in reducing the Ara- 
bian rebels p, who liad revoked durn'g his abfence ; the ousbdgs of 
KHIEVA had ailo t-tken up arms, and deflroycd the Persian khan who 
had been appointed their governor, ioget.hcr with all the native fubjedls. 
of PERSIA, whom nadir had left in that city. The ar al tartars 
made inroads, and involved that country in great diftradlion, fo that 
all communication was cut off and preparations were made to attack 
them afrefh. For this purpole nadir marched with a numerous 
body of forces to T/Ehikan, in order to defend the province of kho- 
• RASAN, 


1740. 


^ The HOULEJi, 



ai6 * THE’ HISTORY OF Tart Y. 

740. i\ASAN, ill cafe it Ihoiild be invaded, or to fend detachments agajnft the *'' 

OUSBEGS 

We have already feen in what manner he ailed as to the affair of re- 
ligion. The beginning of this year, a difpute happened between the 
armcnian patriarch, and foine romish inifiionaries. The matter be- 
ing nccellirrily referred to nadik, lie fined the patriarch twenty-four 
thoufand crowns, alledging that priefts had no occafion for riches j that 
they only ferved to perplex the mind, and take it off from purfuits of a 
religious nature j but as to himfclf, the fupport of his army rendered 
money very necefl'ary. 

It will not appear a fubjeit of furpri'/e, that a prince who had the cou- 
rage to appropriate to himlelf byan arbitrary ail all the revenues of the 
clergy of the national religion, Ihould tax the chief of his fubjcdls of a dif- 
ferent perfuafion. We find him indeed often aiming to confound the 
diflinilions of the religions already profeffedby his people, as if he meant 
to introduce one of his own contriving. About this time he ordered u 
fumptuous maufoleum to be built at mesched, in whicli he propofed to 
have his body laid ; towards this no coil was fpared ; the jafper tomb 
in which TAAiEKLANE*<vas laid at baekh was brought from thence at 
a great charge ; however, as it did not fuit the place, he returned it to 
its antient manfion. It is remarkable that this maufoleum was crefted 
intirely by chriftians ; at the fame time as he caufed an Armenian church 
to be built by his mahommedan fubjcdls. 

V 

r 

To attempt any defperate invafion of the liberties of mankind, no 
method feems to be more elfedlual tlian that of depreciating or fub- 
verting the ellablilhed religion of a country % The ful'jecl of religion 
will ever be of the higheft moment to mankind ; fince it is only another 
word to exprefs the belief of the being of a God, and the immortality 
of the foul y but at the fame time that it has taken root in the hearts, 

and 

Ic jnny be prefumed that he fent frefh forces againfl thefe tartars, for he had a free com 
munication with them in 1744, and was fupplied with recruits from khieva and Bokhara. 

‘ Jt 13 thought by feme that the remains of this tartar hero were dcpofited at samarcani> 
ivliich might be the cafe originally, and upon the decay of that place the tomb be brouglit to bA lk h. 
With fome exceptioas however. '1 he people of great Britain owe their liberty, in a grcai 
n'^eaiure, to the reformation. 



GliM&Vm. NADfR §HAii ' ^ 317 

and influcnfces tfic concluft of one part of mankind, it has fervcd as a 
political engine, or the inftrument of temporal advantages to tliofc 
who arc vulgarly faid to have no religion. Persia was once choieu 
as a more peculiar fcene, where the Almighty manifefted his power in a 
very lingular manner ; but many ages have pall lince the fubftance of re- 
ligion feems to have been changed for the fliadow. We find, however, 
a remarkable aptitude in the Persians to the belief of things relating 
to a future Hate. 

Nadir took frequent occafion to mention the feats of ali in terms of 
contempt ; arraigning his condudl, as a foldicr, for leading liis army into 
tiic deferts of Arabia, where numbers peiilhed for w'ant of water. ‘‘ And 
wliy,” fays he, addreffing himfelf to the people, “ inllcad of praying to al i 

do you not call on God. ‘ ” In his religious Ichetnes he appeared to 
Iiave a complicated motive : he fought to amufc his people, -and at the 
fame time to incrcafc his fame, by eilablifliing a new faith, after tlie 
manner of his predecelTors. As he had dellroyed the skffie fiunilv, 
which had been eftablilhed on the throne of Persia on a principle of 
piety and faith j fo he feemed dclirous to«be tire origjnal of a new race of 
Icings, on the balls of new tenets in religion. This motive vvas;ro pecu- 
liarly adapted to the genius of the Persians, that we may naturally con- 
clude he expeded to derive from hence a fecurity tq hiinfelf*and his 
family. 


Towards the clofe of this year, he caufed a tranllatioil of tlie foar 
cvangeliHs to be made into persic. It feerned, however, from tire man- 
ner in vvliich he conducted this bufinels, to be more the effed of caprice, 
than of any Heady and confillent plan. The affair was put n;?dcr th.c 
direction of myrza mehtif, a man of feme learning, who beii g veiled 
with a piroper authority for tlie purpofe, lummoncii leverai arvienian 
biihops and priells, together with divers miiuonarles of the ROMisii 
cliurch, and Persian f.tifLLAns, to meet him at Isfahan. As io tl-c 


vAhi-Aii is tlii* TAiine ih».:y givj <hc deity, 
llcvc tlitoilclvcii 10 bu repciic ihid word, 

CAjion, till they vva.’le ibcji: Ipiritw ami c vj in;. 
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74*“’’ ‘latter, they could not be gainers j fince the change, if any took place,\ 
v;as to be in prejudice of mahommedanism. Befides, nadir’s condudl 
towards them had been feverc to an extreme, and unprecedented j many 
of them therefore gave aiyrza aiehtie large bribes to excufe their ap- 
pearance. 

Among the chriftlans fummoncd on this occafion, only one romish 
priell, born in Persia, was a fufficient mafter of the language, to enter 
upon a work of fo critical a nature. As to the Armenians, tho’ they 
are born fubjedls to Persia, and intermixed with the inhabitants, yet 
there are very few of them who underhand the language fundamentally. 
It was natural to expedl, that myrza mehtie and the Persian mullahs, 
would be more follicitous how to pleafe nadir, and fupport the credit 
of mahommedanism, than to diveft themfelves of prejudices, and be- 
come mailers of fo important a fubjedl. This tranflation was dreifed Uj; 
vvitli all the gloll'es which tlie fables and perplexities of the khoran could 
warrant; their chief guide was an antient Arabic and Persian tranila- 
tion. Father des vignes, a french miffionary, was alfo employed in 
this work, in which he made ufe of the vulgate edition. They were 
but fix jnonths in compleating this tranllation, and tranferibing fevera' 
fair copies of it. 

f. 

1741. In may following, myrza mehtje, with the Persian mullahs, and 
feme of the chriflian prkits, fet out liom Isfahan for the Persian court, 
which was then held in the incampinent near tahiiran. Nadir received 
them with iome marks of civility, and had a curfory view of the perfor- 
mance. Some part of it was read to him ; on which occafion he made 
fevcral ludicrous remarks on the myllerious part of tlie chriflian religion ; 
at the fame lime he laughed at ihejEWS, and turned AiAHOMMEoand al ? 
equally into ridicule. Under fuch circumllances, it was impoffible this 
performance fliould produce any good effedt. He obferved that the 
evangeUils did not agree in their accounts, more than the mahommedan 
and chrillian priefls ; tlicrefore he mufl remain under the fame difficulty 
that he was in before ; that out of both, if it pleafed God to give him 
health, he would engage to make a religion much better than any'which 

had 
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iiad been yet pra< 5 H/ed by mankind ; with feveral other vague reflexions* 
of the like nature. He then difmifled thefe church-men and tranflators 
with fome fmall prefents, not equal in value to the expence of their 
journey. 

It feems as if nadir ha’d his religion to feck; but this projedl, under 
the prefent ftate of affairs, and confidering the paflion he had for military 
atchievements, was very ridiculous, and by no means agreeable to that 
ferioufners with which oriental princes are generally inclined to treat 
this important fubjedl. What exalted notions ought not the contemplation 
of the chriflian religion to infpirc in us, when we obfervc the cruelty and 
extravagant principles of government, w!)ich generally prevail at the courts 
of AiaHOA! MEDAN piinccs ! In how fhining a light do thofe appear, 
whole hearts ate warmed with a generous deilre of afting up to the dig- 
nity peculiar to the chriflian religion ! Nor ought it to be objcdled, that 
avarice and ambition have often involved the chrillian world in diftrefs j 
when we liave fuch irrcfiflible proof of thofe proceedings being diame- 
trically oppolite to the principles of chriftianity. 

'Fo fet the different chara<fters of two eastern princes in contrafl with each 
other, wc fliail in the note here fubjoined give a letter, wrote by j ilal o’din * 
XVAHOMMED AKBAR, CmpCror of HINDOSTAN, tO thc king of PORTUGAL 

in 1582. This letter “ feems to exhibit a remarkable proof, how the fame 

freedom 

* The iiggran<Ji2er of religion ; a title which he prefixed to his name when he mounted the throne. 
** C LORY eternal to the true kingjwhofe dominions are fafe from decay, and wliofe kingdevn 
“ is evcrlalling. Thc extent of the heavens, and the boundaries of the earth, are but minute parts of 
hh creation ; and infinite fpacc but a fmall point of his productions He has regulated the order 
of tlic univerf?;, and thc government of the fons of at am, by ihe undcrilanding of kings, who 
cxercife juilice* By }ii.s decrees, the ties of love, and bonds of afledion, arc faftened ; and he has 
“ implanted in the various beings and creatures of his workmanfliip, tlic paihon of inclination and 
union, with a mutual tendency to Ibciety : and praik's without end n:e due to tlio louU of prophets 
** arid apoilles, who walked in tlie paths of rightcoufneil, and direilcd die way to obtam ever lading 
feijeity. 

“ Thofe who have improved their underdandings, and ftudied the laws of nature, kn(>'vV, that 
tfiis ‘n'rrcblriai uoi Id, is but a mirror of the fpirituiil owe ; and that nothing is more defncahlc tliaa 
!‘'vc, or ivun-vj fubr.'.l t'urii fj i(. ndihip, iiiioaiuch as rl;c (economy and good order of ti e world is 
o\vi,'»g to uficdiain ru'.d tlu* harmony of minds, h'or wherever the fun of love iliinclh on die 
• K e a ‘‘ heart. 

The .M > •'.:'*! V! V. , to flilu of ihc* (.allern lang\i;tgcs, of hlcb rur Icrip-urts are iu nroU 

pa;t,> ;c ri.j;X.iiuc ip-cwai* n, hf gu. Oxir wtteio., iWiM lUofl uf their ether wtitings, with the uf viDU. 


1741-. 
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j. 741. freedom 6f fentimeiit may operate either on the virtuous or on the vicious 
fide. The emperor akdar, tho’ not fo great a warrior, bad as liberal a 

mind, 

heart, it clears tlie Ibiil from the darknefs of mortality. How ought thcfe qualities to be diligently 
‘‘ fought by princes, whofe friendly correfpoiidence is the caiiie of liappinels to the world, and to 
“ the inhabitants tliercof ! For this reafon it has been my conihiU and earncil: endeavour, to llrcngi hcrt 
rhe ties of friendfliip, and the bonds of union, among the creatures of the Almighty ; efpecially 
anioiig kingi^ Vviiom Goo by Ids favour has fo highly exalted, and fo peculiarly diliinguilhed from 
“ the red of mankind. 

Your royal majetiy, who is endowed with intelleidual knowledge, and fupports the ordinance^; 
of ir.sus, (lands in no need of praife or defeription. Our neighbourhood* with your renowned 
“ nujeliy, renders our friendlhip and alliance iiKlifpenfably ncccffary ; but as a pei fonal confcrenctf is 
not prarUcable, the want thereof mult be fupplied by embaffies, and mutual correfpondcncics, tiiat 
our allairjt, and the defires of our liearts, may be manifclleJ to each other. 

" Your majeliy know's, that philofophers and divines, in all nations, and in all ages, concerning 
the vifiblc and iiuelledinl w'orld, agree, that the former ought not to be of any conhderation, 
totiip'^red widi the latter ; yet even tiie wife men of tlicfe times, and the t-reat ones of ail natio.a-, 
hu)our and toil to acquire the perithing, things of this vifionary (late j and confume the grcatcil: 
ri'ui of their lives, and their choiccH hours, in procuring material delights, bc’ng Iw allowed :.p, 
and dilfolved in fleeting pleafures, and traafitory joys. Notwithihnding tlafc obiliu^liojis, aid 
the oitenlivc buhnefs of niy government, the moil high God, through his elcniai ravour and per 
petLial grace, has inclined my heart always to fcck him. And as he has lubjtb’icd the dorninioin: 
ot uumy p>owerfuJ princes to me, J eiideavoiir to govern them with underdanding. Ail my ihb- 
jeets ate happy j for his w^, and my duty u> Jihn, is the end of all niy defnes and ad'ious, 

**' Mankind are for the moll; part chained with the bonds of failiion and conllrainr, regrin,- ing the 
'* caiiOiD' of their forefather:, 01 their cotcniporarics and rckiuons ; and without examining the ur- 
** girmejits ot rcnifons for it, give an implicit alien: to that religion in which they have been luougl.t 
vrp : rhui depriving thernfclves of the means of dikovering the truth, which is the bu/inck .ind 
" end (/f uwfon. For my own p.aTr, .1 fometiines converfc with the learned of all religions +, ar.d 
’•apjohr by their ndpe^live dikourref. But as the veil of Lange.age intcipolcs, It is expedient tiiai 
' " von k)id miro me fuch a perfon as can dillinftly relate and explain his faith. Jt has already reached 
rny lortuna--: ear?, that the heavenly books t, the Pentateuch, the Pfalins, and Gofpf Js, are tran- 
■' il:ncd into A^ACio and peksjc. Should n tranilation of thek, or any other books of general 
ede and advantage, b(? procurable in your country, let them be fent to me. 

For a further confirmation of our friendihip, and to fecure the foundation of afIV£lion nnd unity, 
“ I have lent my trndy friend, the learned and honourable sc yd mazuffek, whom I have parti- 
“ cid lily favoured aiid dikiiiguifl, cd ; he will perfonally communicate to you fcvcral matters, in whicii 
you n;ay conhue. Always keep open the doors of einbalfy and corrcrpondencc i and peace be to 
jiim who ioihrws tlw guide. Writcen in the month rib?3I aval 990 V\ 

* /Jludes U"* t'r. iAJ'.U-i'nciv: the portugufst h;»d at tlhit tirric In I.^■D1A, f He loiid of t.ho 

liK AC ij sr I^b or for v.Iiicli ardallah khan, thicr of the tartars at that time, complained 

much In his letters to li.m, ] Among th-Te arc icclu.-ncd ll:e fcrijiturcs of the thrhlians by fomc mahom- 

Mi-rANi j v/ho objeel only t liar \vc 0.. VO voiTupted the gofpel j v/hilR others pretend, that whijn the khorau \vus 
hu urh3 ( n the CAilh, the v;,cq'ei wab taken mto heaven, Ij Avric 15^^. 
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mind, as nadir shah. If we may believe this letter was iidated by 
the heart, how different were the ohjeebs that engaged their attention! 
The one confulted the arts of peace to render his iubjedls happy ■, the other 
delighted only in war ; and we fee w'hat calamities attended it. 


CHAP. XXIX, 

Rev-olt of the munt isiks /ro,'/2 the Turkish government. Short defeription 
of them a?ul their country. The city oj bassora under nlarm from the 
ARABS. Condudi of achmed basha. Bassora threatened nvith a fiege 
by the Persians. Nadir marches againjl the uesgees j and meets rciih 
fcveral repulfcs in dagjstan. The aiarmed at his approach. 

The LESGEKS dejire the protediion of Russia. The Persians make icar 
TC'7//< //v ARABIANS, and are rcptilfed. Dijirefs of vv.xks,xa. Dangerous 
(ituation of the Turks. 'They reduce the Arabian rebels. Great pre- 
parations in PERSIA for a icar. 

I N the beginning of this year, tlic muntisiks, with fome other tribes 
of ARABIANS', who had lately been under achmed hasha^, threw off 
the TURKISH yoke, Thcfc people generally encamp during the fummer 
feafon in the diftricl of bassora. The Euphrates, which AVaters tins 
country, renders it very agreeable, at tlie fame time that grain, vegetables, 
and paflurage, arc in great abundance. It is remarkable that this, as 
well as the other tribes of tlie Arabians, appear to be a very different 
people in the field, from what they are in great cities. When they 
are affociated with the neighbouring nations, they arc gentle and polite ; 
but when they take the field, the frefli air infpircs tliem with different 
fentiments, and their expertnefs in the ufe of the lantc and fibre, renders 
them fierce and intrepid. Their flcill in horfemanniip, and their capa- 
city of bearing the heat of their burning plains, gives them alfo u iu- 
periority over their enemies ; hence every petty clucf in his own dillrid 
confiders himfelf as a fovereign prince, and as fuch exails cufbems from 
alhpaffengers. 


174;, 


Their 
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1741; Their cfendud in this reiped has often occafioned their being confider- 
ed in no better light than robbers, though many of them are hofpitable 
and generous, as well as brave and fober. Towards thofe who afk their 
protectioii they are remarkably difintercfted : numbers of them are di- 
lliiiguilhed for their vivacity and penetration i they have alfo a repu- 
tation for poetry and aftrology. They generally marry within their own 
tribe : their women are very cliafte ; indeed they make it death to be 
otherwile j and there are feveral inftanccs of lathers killing their own 
daughters for incontinence j yet for robbery or murder in the field they 
leldom punilh. The different tribes are often at war with each other, 
and ti.e pillage acquired by this means is looked upon as an lionourablc 
ipoliciTion. When they plunder caravans travelling through their terri- 
tories, they confider it as reprifals on the tuuks and Persians, who 
often make inroads into their country, and carry away th.eir corn and 
their flocks. In this part of araiiia, anciently called cald.ea is fel- 
dom feen either cloud or mill:. 


The jurifdidtion of achmed bash a had extended as fir as the Per- 
sian gulph, and included bassoRa. The ottoman court being now 
jealous of achmed, governm^'nt was abridged, and confined to that 
of BAGDAT'; the revenues of the basha were confequently decrcafcd one 
thoufuid purfes which rendered him indifferent in regard to tlie pre- 
fervation of bassora. This city had been for fomc time under alarms, 
the muntisiks threatening to pillage it 5 which indeed was praffica- 
ble^ had they 'made the attempt, the inhabitants being unprovided for a 
flegc, 'j'he commander exerted himfclf to put the place in a pofture of 
defence, and at the fame time wrote to achmed basha to come or fend 
troc , s to his afliftancc. The basha was tlien upon an expedition againft 
the KOURDS BiGBAZ. As fooii as he heard of the revolt of thefe ara- 


biam;-, 1,c returned to bacdat, and after coiled: ling 
land men, he marched to the relief of bassora. 


a body of forty tirou- 


To all human appearance achmed might have defiroyed thefe Ara- 
bians; but after lome light fkirmiflies he returned to dagdat- He had 

artfiilly 

1 his is the co-.intry bordering on the government of bacdad northward from eassora. 

* Ganouciits or purfes, each of 500 dollars, at 4/. are equal to io,oco/. 
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artfully fown divifions among the chiefs ^ of the arabs, particularly tfte 1741* 
MUNTisiKs and benilames j by this means he became their arbitrator, 
and turned the fcale, infomuch that he appointed and depoled their chiefs, 
as he found it moft for his intereft : this was the reafbn for bis" dcclin- 
ing to fight them. Befides, he thought it neceflary to return immediately 
to his government ; for he forefaw, that nadir shan would attack the 
TURKS j and if he engaged himfclf at the head of an army out of his 
jurifdidion, the port might probably infift on his taking the coiiimand 
againfl the Persians, to which he w'as not the leaft inclined. He knew 
that by fuch means he fliould put himfelf in the power of the grand 
fignior, whofe good-will he had fomc rcafon to fufpedt j or at lead that 
he fliould engage with an enemy, againfl whom he apprehended he 
fhoukl make the bell defence within his walls. 


In tlie mean while the arabain uoules continued to adt vigoroully 
agaiull the Persians, wlio could not fupport the war againfl them for 
want of fliips. Thefe people made feveral defeents on the Persian 
coad, and carried off great numbers into flaveiy. The end of this 
year, nadir fent an officer to r^'quire llic delivery 0/ his fubjeefts in bas- 
soRA, which was threatened with a fiege by the Persians whild the 
coldnefs of achmed basha towards the Turkish interefl, rendered him 
fufpcdled of holding a corrcfpondcnce with the Persian king, and gave 
great occafion of alarm at Constantinople. 

There is a proverbial fiying among the Persians, If any pfrspan 
“ king is a fool, let him m.ircli againd the lesgees by which is 
plainly undcrllood, that however potent an army may be, the ftuation o< 
the mountains of dagistan is fuch, and the people are lo brave, that 
the fuccefs of an expedition againft them muft be very precarious. 
Nadir, whom no Persian king exceeded in vanity or ambition, deter- 
mined to try his fortune againfl them. They had given him great of- 
fence upon feveral occafioiis, particularly by that incurilon during his 
abfence in india, in w'hich his brother ibraaim khan was flain ; 
nor was shirvan ever free from their inroads j fo tliat great part of that 


r Thcfc (hey call cm ik?. 


province 
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17 1 1, province was rendered deibiate. The end of this year nadir marched 
at the head or thirty tlvc thoufiind men into shirvan, and fcom thence 
direftcd his couiic into the mountains of the lesgees. In order to faci- 
litate his progrefs, he cauied vaft quantities of wood to be hewn down 
Oil bot’n Ikk's the road, deligning to fruflrate any attempt which thefe 
; artaus might make to lie in ambufeade. In this he feemed alfo to 
lawe a lurther view. The attack which his fon had lately made on his 
hie ia the ilreig'nts of astraead, rendered him the more circurnfpedl s 
nor was he ignorant that the lesgees are as crafty as they are brave 

1742. About the beginning of this year he entered dagistan. Here he 
found a very different people from the Indians, whom he had fo lately 
conquered. InAead of marclnng through open and fertile plains, in- 
liabitcd by a rich and effeminate people, he was to climb up mountains, 
in many places inacceflible, and which in general lerved as a natural bul- 
wark to thofe values, v/hcre only Ire could expedt to And provifions. 
'rhefe were defended by a flout hardy j)Coplc, whofe love of liberty 
h'ad through ages rendered them invincible : .n;d if he could penetrate 
through the defiles j^o,thcfc vaMlcs, jn.-.: cnennies ndgb.t fliii take fhelter 
ni their mj)untains, and render al! Jiis attempts abortive. 


The tgTor of his arms had however induced fome of them in the 
fontb-crn parts to fend hoflages, and make their fubmifiion. Of thefe he 
remoyed a confiderable number into kmorasan, as well to people that 
province, as t6 prevent their future irruptions into the Persian domi- 
nions, This ftep ferved only to irritate the other lesgees. Nadir 
-Vv.iving left one of his generals with a body of eiglit thouland men at a 
pais, wbdeh commands an entrance into the mountains, he marched for- 
w.ivd in parfuit of the cakacai i a'* lesgees : thefe having retired, and 
di i’.vn inm deep into their country, alarmed the inhabitants of the lulls. 
After uniting fome confiderable bodies of their forces, they came down 
daring the nigb.t, and put his whole army into tlie utmofl confufion. 
IT.ey even attacired the royal tent, took away fome of nadir’s treafure, 
and fcvcral of his women. 

* In 

'n« 
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In the mean while, the Persian general, who was left with eighi i 
tlioufand men to fccurc the conununication with stiirvan, w'as alfo at- 
tacked with great fury. The i.ksc;i-es furprized this body of troops 
and having the advantage of a wood and riling ground, they made great 
havock among the rEKs’iANS, before the latter were able to repul fe 
til cm. 

After many fruitlefs attempts, naoir found his army in great difaef. 
for provhions. SiiiRv an had been impoveriflied to an extreme degree, 
lb as not to be able to fupply him, nor was the communication open for 
caravans; he therefore directed Ids courfe to derrend, the inhabitants 
of whic.h foon felt the fatal efredts of his neighbourhood. Here he began 
to be extremely fcnfible of the great rife of Ihips, by means of which he 
might receive a fupply of providons from the fouthern coafl of the 
c'A'.’MAN SEA. Tliis circumlbince calls to mind a memorable tranfaclion. 
of tins year A with relation to the conduCl of John ee eon, the English 
factor, wliofe injudicious engagement gave fo great oii'encc to the Rus- 
sian court, and lo fatal a wound to our Caspian commerce : but there has 
been already too much faid on this fubjedt, to need any further obferyation. 

Tlii.s mighty conqueror was now brougJit fo low, that the /emains of 
his fhattered forces, reduced to twenty thoufand men, mufl have deferted 
or totally perifhed, had they not been fupplied by the Russians. Everj'^ 
part of the world furniflies us witJi inftanccs, of tlie love of gain carrying 
private men beyond the bounds preferibed by law’s. I nevsr could con- 
ceive, that NADIR entertained the leafl thought of invading the Russian 
dominions, but it was fudicicnt matter of alarm that he attempted to 
fubdue the lesgees ; therefore orders were font from court, that no provi- 
hons Ihoiild be conveyed as merchandize to the Persian army. However, 
the traders of astrachan had allurance of fo vafl a profit, that they could 
not refill the temptation, as I have already explained^ ; but derbend not- 

withftanding 

^ A fri:nch milTiomry who w.is pvefent in tlie peksian carap upon this occaflon, informed me 
ol* fcvenvl particulars of the great brav'cry of th-e persiam?* ^ W c find kltun wab 

At na»ik\s camp. See Vol I. page 153. ^ Vol. 1 . page 127. 

VoL. IV. F f 
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1742. withftandtng fuffered fuch diftrefs, that a great part of the inhabitants’ 
perilhed by famine. 

The long continuance of the Persian army on the Russian frontiers, 
created a iufpicion at the court of st. Petersburg, that nadir would 
make pretendons to kislar, as being built 6n the Persian territories, 
I'his ii, certain, that he took great oftence at the condud: of a Russian 
officer towards fome of his troops, who approached too near to that 
fort j but for this, fitisfadion was made him by the court. Though tlie 
temptation of gain had thus engaged the Russian mcrcliants to fupply 
the PERSIANS, yet the court of st. Petersburg was fo far alarmed at 
their approach, that great magazines were ordered to be formed in as- 
trachan. This city was alfo put in a Hate of defence, and a body 
of troops, to the number of twenty thoufind, under the command of 
geacral tarakanoff, were ordered to file off towards kislar. 

The LESGEES had Intimated their defire of putting theinfclvcs under 
the protedlion of Russia, fioin the time of nadir’s firft invading tlrcir 
country ; and it certainly was the intereft of that empire to fupporc the 
independency of thofe brave mountaineers, wlio form fo tafe a barrier 
againfe the Persian^ 'Tlie ai-rival of the Russian troops contrll)uted 
to defeat nadir’s defigns, fo that lie found himfclf obliged to abandon an 
cnterpri2V2 to which his fkill and fortune were not equal. 

As foon as the Russian general arrived in the neighbourliood of da- 
GisTAN, the pivSCEES luadc application to him ; un:i from an apprehen- 
iioa of the danger they might be expofed to, in cafe nadir was deter- 
mined to profecute his defign of reducing them, they wrote to this eom- 
nvander as follows : 

“ Moj} honoured and mo ft accomplifoed general and commander in chiefs 

' “ Our moft humble petition confifts in this : all the inhabitants of 

‘‘ DAGisTAN having been informed that you are arrived near the fron- 
“ tiers of kislar with an imperial army, and that your intention is to 
“ defend and proteft tiic fubjedts of her imperial majefty in andrevvska, 
“ KOSLKOFF, and BAXAN , as alfo all the chiefs and rulers of the ftates 

“ bordering 


I 
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‘5 bordering on the dominions of her imperial majeily : after longing i 
“ expectations of your arrival, we have fent our deputies in the name 
** of the whole nation to defirc your interceffion, that her imperial ma- 
jefty may receive us under her puiflant protection, and permit us to 
“ be her (laves. We are determined to hold the golden border of her 
imperial robes, and in fpite of all the evils that may threaten us, wc 
“ will not be dragged from them, nor feek any other protection, nor 
“ acknowledge any other fovereign than God and her imperial majefly, 

“ We hereby make a folemn oath of allegiance to her imperial mu- 
“ jedy, whom we mod humbly implore to proteCl us againd our ene- 
“ mies, and in her exalted clemency to give a favourable anfwer to our 
“ petition. And that her puidant majedy may know in what num- 
“ hers our troops conlid, we fend you a lid as follows ; 


“ Achm' D KHAN the ousMAi has - - 12,000 men 


cc 

cc 

€C 

CC 

cc 

<c 

cc 


The tribe ' of apakz - . _ 

Achmed khan lorcH of schunketin 
I n tlic didriCls of kanschukul . - - 

In ABY _ - > - _ 

!n abugal and kalackskv _ _ - 

In carack ^ . 

In vhc didriCts of KusTi 500. In kly 2,500 
In GEDAT 4000. In KiNjoDE loooj aiid in ku- 
“ RADA 1000 - - - 


13,000 

2,700 

8,000 

5.000 

7.000 
7>5oo 

3.000 

, 6,000 


CC 


66,200 


Thcfe people, known to the world, but particularly to the Persians, 
for their bravery and deady love of liberty, now defended themfelves againd 
the conqueror of india, the mod powerful of all the monarchs of the 
eaft. Nadir faw, though too late, that he had committed a very falie 

F f 2 ftep ; 

• Horda. ‘Beg. s Thcfe I prefume are the caracaita, who dillrcfieJ 

NAOiw’s army fo much. ^ This number feems greatly to exceed what thefe people h.avc 

been generally thought able to bring into the field, tho’ the fevcral divifions of them may have cjiily 
created miftakes as to their ftrergih. 
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^ < 
1742. ^iep } nor could he retire, without weakening his intereft in Persia, 

and his reputation in general. He was fenfible moreover that thefe very 
LESGEES would be encouraged by his retreat, to inlult all the frontier 
country, and treat the Persians in thofe >parts as a conquered people, 
unlefs he employed a more numerous body of'forces to guard shirvan, 
than confided with his other defigns. However, of the two evils, it 
feemed the greated to wade his time and dedroy his troops, when he 
might employ them ufefully in other important projeds. 

From this time we dnd nadir fecretly difguded with the Russian 
court ; however, after his return into Persia lie feat for the miiiidcr of 
her imperial majedy who attended the army, and told him, “ that he was 
“ furprized it ever diould be imagined he intended to invade the Russian 
“ dominions : that it was true 'he had not been treated with refped, 
‘‘ RUSSIA having failed to fend a folemn embady to congratulate him on 
“ his exaltation to the throne of Persia ; but as he underdood there 
“ had been great changes at sx. Petersburg, he excufed that fcirnia* 
“ lity:” at the fame time he dclired the miniller to difpatch a courier 
to his court to infman^the empxp^^. intirely dilpofed to 

“ fupport^he peace and good underdanding which fulifided between the 
“ two empires.” 

(T. 

During the courfe of this unfortunate expedition in the north, affairs 
in the fouth feemed to prefage as little felicity to Persia. 1'aghi kjian 
who commamled in shir ass, w'as feat by the king into the country of 
NiMROuzh in quality of general and admiral, with orders to build ihip*s 
at BENDER EBOU CHEHKE. This KHAN was 110 fooiicr arrived upon tlie 
coad;. than he demanded of the french, the dutch, and other Euro- 
pean nations, diips and diip- builders : and at length, either by money 
or forcible rneafures, he obtained a fleet of fliips. One great indance of 
nadir’s cruelty cxcrcifed towards the people at this time, was that of 
obliging them to cut timber in mazanderan and tranfport it to ben- 
der ABASSi. In a drait line, this is fix hundred and fixty miles, and if 

we 

^ I find moft of the inapo wliich have fallen under niy infpciflion, arc very dciicient with reg^d to 
theie p1ru:cr>. The arabs inhabit the north coall of the ivkrsian gulf, and part of the ban’vs ot 
the TiORi i, and bcfides their proper coiintry oI arabja, See \ ol. 1. page 22 Z* 
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we confider the circuit they mud take to render the road pradlitablc, 1 742 
- mull calculate at lead one third iliOfe : fo that it was very plain from this 
proceeding, that he did not fo much confider how things were to be done, 
as that his commands diould be executed at all events. Great quantity of 
timber was cut on this occafion j but it was tranfported no flrrthcr than 
the didri(d of veraaieh, where it probably remains to this day. 

The ARABIAN IMAM Or chief of MESCAT being depofed, fled with his 
fimily and treafures on board his fliips then in the port, and failed to 
KHURFj^KiAN whcic he landed. From thence he proceeded to julfar, 
where was taohi khan with the Persian forces. His intention was to 
put himfeli: under the protection of the Persians, on condition they 
would aflid him to recover his dominions from his rebellious fubjeCts. 

This defign being difeovered, fevcr.il of his followers abandoned him, 
and carried the veflels again to mescat. This incident was attended 
with the junction of the houees and mescats. The new chief of the 
latter being informed that tag hi khan, at the inftigation of the depo- 
fed IMAM, intended to diredl all his force againft that city, retired with 
Ifis troops to MATRA, a place a league diflant. Mescat being thus aban- 
doned, the PERSIANS entered it wilnout any precani’ion and die Arabians 
taking advantage of the falfe fecurity of their enemies, furprlzed and put 
them to the fword. The sfescats were alfo victorious at fea. 

While NAoi R was thus engaged In war by land and fea, and at tlie fame 
time forming a gre.it army with dclign to adt againft the tukks, Persi a 
groaned under the burthen of infupportable taxes. The treafures of inoi'a 
ferved only to incrcafe the mifery of the people, by affording them a fre- 
quent and melancholy fubjedt of refledlion on the avarice of their king. 
Notwithllanding the vail projedts which nadir had formed, and the nu- 
merous forces he wavS preparing, in order to carry his dcligns into execution, 
he had not yet touched his Indian treafures, lince they were depollted at 
K.KLAT. What could be the effctl of Inch a conduct? Exorbitant taxes, 
exadted with all the .aggravating circumftances which inhumanity can iltg- 
geft, drove thoufands to defpair. Whole villages and towns retired, into the 
2 * 

‘T)ii5 place is on U>c fouthern coait of the fi rs! an ?:u!f, 


mountains. 
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mountains,, to avoid the barbarous, treatment fiiewn them by tlie sha-h’s 
colledtors. Crowds of the people fled into the northern parts of India, 
where their king had fo lately triumphed ) and great numbers put them- 
felves under the protedion of the Turks. On the fouthern coail feme 
fled into Arabia j and not a few took every opportunity of traniporting 
themfelves by fea into the moghol’s empire. In the Iieart of Persia 
things took the fame courle. The Armenians and others, who were 
equally diftrefled by exactions, left their habitations under the pretence 
of commerce or religions pilgrimages ; infomuch that the rahdars ‘ were 
ordered to examine palfports. The freedom of egrefs, which ufed to pre- 
vail, was much interrupted, on this occaflon, orders being given to the da- 
ROUGAS and alfo to the rahdars of great cities, not to let any one pais 
near the frontiers without paflports. As thefe were refponfiblc if any 
perfon tnifled them, they were very vigilant in tlicir duty. The Per- 
sians ufually travel with their women, and all the furniture ncceflary to 
life i under thefe circumftances it was very diflicult for them to eftape, 
had they been furc of bread in foreign climates. 

This was one great reafon why julfa “ was not totally abandoned by 
the ARMENIANS. .govemmtcx /.'X ISFAHAN, wliich is reckoned 

twenty-four leagues long, and as many broad, comprehends the uiflricls 

of TCHI, MARBIN, KIERAKIDGE, KAHAB, BARAAN, PERHAVAR, l.EKHAN, 

and ROUNDESTER. Some of thefe were formerly well peopled j but now 
they exhibited only a dreary wafle, moll of the inhabitants being fled 
or difperfed : numbers had taken a precarious refuge in the mountains of 
LORISTAN i their lands wxrc left untilled, and their houfes mouldered 
into ruins. In fhort, all the diltrefles of an unfuccefsful war, or the in- 
vaflon of a barbarous enemy, could not plunge the people into greater 
mifery than the victories of their tyrannical king, who ieeraed more fol- 
licitous to humble his own fubjeds, than his enemies. 

This 

* Rahdar. is the term given to thole who arc fixed at certain poli.s in the highivays, either to ex- 
amine pafrenger's or rtiv tive 10] 1 . According to an antient ellabjiihincnt, tiicy art obi ged to Support 
a certain nun'.bcr of men, 10 p itrol and keep the ro:id clear ; and upon this account are criritlcd to a 
tax u|>ori all caravans or nu’icitanai'/.c, as well as paiCeegers. *" Lieutenant of the poKce. 

“ The fuburb of is f ah an. 
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* * 

This conduit was not lei's owing to the little love he bore to the per- 1742, 
siANS, tiian to his apprehenfions of their feditious Ipirit, which Ik dreaded 
more than the armies of the Indi ans, turks, or tartars. If he could 
have cut the Persians off at one droke, as caligula wifned in regard to 
the ROMANS, it is not unteafonable to believe that nadir would have re- 
joiced to have done it ; had it been pofilble to re-people the country from 
any other quarter. Pi very circtunflance of his conduift feemed to prove 
this j fince without altering his meafures, which gave fucli high provoca- 
tion to rebellion, his chaftileinents were fo extreme, that he was not fa- 
tisficd without killing or putting out the eyes of all ° the people, who 
appeared in arms againfl him. 

During the courfe of this year, tlic port was agitated with variety of 
fears, in regard to the armies of Persia. The name of nadir had 
fpread luch a terror on the minds of the Turks fix years before, as this 
period of time had not ftibdaed. The revolt of the Arabians, who 
often blockaded bassora, was a further circurnllance of alarm, left thefe 
people iliould join tiieir enemy, for as fuch they conildered nadir shak-, 
thoiudi lie had not yet declared hiinfelf. 

The conferences held at erzekoum in j.anuary produced* no effeit. 
NADiJt had ordered his fon with a body of fifty tiioufand men to remain 
in and about hamadan, where he cavifed a great quantity of artillery to 
be caft. The Turks therefore thouglit it neceft'ary to keep a numerous 
body of troops in the confines of bagdat: but the hopes»of accommp- 
dacion ftiil coutinuing, the grand figuior font muriff efferdi into DA- 
oistan, where he dcfired an audience. Nadik dcclkied entering into 
this bufinefs, but promifed tlie Turkish miniller to give him an anfwcr 
on the plains of mog.vn. After his expedition againft the lesgers, he 
explained himfelf in fome tneafure, by requiring the rcllitution of all the 
provinces in Armenia, asia minor, and Georgia j which were for- 
merly conquered by tamerlane. The Turks were fo alarmed at this 
declaration, that befides the great army which was alTembled near bag- 
dat, anotlier was ordered to meet on the banks of the Euphrates 
ncar.ERZERouM, 


• Vol. I. page 31 5. 
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t Towanis tlK clou; ot' the year, nadir wrote a letter to the grand fig- 
nior, couchcil in general terras, in which he expreffed an inclination to 
I'uUivate a good underllanding with the port. He alTo wrote to the 
iiAS'iTA of I5AGDAT, juuking propofals of accommodation in terms, as ii' 
the two powers had already been engaged in a war. I'hefe Atps were 
conlidercd in no other liglit, than as a defign to lull the court into an 
c.iiV fecuritv ; and by no means relieved the inauictude of the fultan and 
his miiiillcrs. 


The swunF.s having declared war the middle of this year againd; tlie 
Ri. ssiANs, they made great Ibllicitations at the ot i oman court, to en- 
gage the TURKS to break with their enemies, in order to create a power- 
ful diverfion in favour of swkden. I'he turks, howwver, faw the 
danger on the fide of prksia too well, to be drawn into any fucli fnarc; 
efpecially as they had fo lately accommodated their didcrenccs ; nor did 
that moil remarkable revolution v/iiich happened in Rtoon A at the dole 
of the lail year, occafion any change in the meafurerj of the port. 

What ferved to fupport the Ipirits of the grand fignior, was the re- 
diuflioa of the zu^bept and Two tribes of Arabians, vvlio 

had revolted. Achmrd kasha finding that thele people had olfered to 
put thenifclves under the protection of nadir shah, fent suliman, Ihs 
lieutenant p, with a confiderablc body of forces, who defeated thole 
ARABIANS, and returned home with a rich booty. The Turks liave 
cUten occafion to ufe feverity on thefe people, wlio are naturally turbu- 
lent and inconflant. To keep them poor tlicrcfore has generally been 
the bell expedient to keep them liumble. Tlie fucceffes which suli- 
MAN had obtained, were likely to anfwer a double purpofe, by awing 
thefe tribes, and by intimidating others. 

Tire TURKS were alfo relieved from their anxiety, with regard to the 
deligns which the p.ersians might have formed againll bassora. Na- 
dir had caufed feveral magazines of provifions to be colled;ed on the 
frontiers of that diilridj but in September he ordered them to be fold. 

.This 
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.This was a cireumftance happy to this city and its nelghbc/iuhood ip 
tw6 refpeits. The war with the Arabians had occafioned a fcarcity, 
while ACHMF.D BASHA not chufing to trufl; to the profciiions of his 
friend nadir, had amalfed great quantities of provifions in thofe parts, 
and fent them to bagdat. This fupply was therefore the more wel- 
come toBAssoRA, where the fwclling of the Euphrates had occafioned 
an inundation, which produced an epidemical diforder. 

We have lately feen an inllance of the force of gain, with regard to 
the RUSSIANS: the love of it often triumphs over every other coniider- 
ation. I'he Turks reaped fome benefit from buying of thefe provi- 
fions ; but at the fame time they fold great numbers of horfcs in kour- 
DisTAN, and other places in the ottoman dominions, to the Persians. 
A courfe of uninterrupted campaigns had fo far ruined the Persian ca- 
valry, that they could not have continued the war againft the Turks, 
without thefe fuccours ; notwithilanding which the avarice of the bashas 
and governors induced them to connive at the praftice, infomuch that 
this year above fixty thoufand horfes, befides a great number of camels 
and mules, were fold by the TURKS^and Arabians for the life of na- 
dir’s army. 


CHAP. XXX. 

proj eels to dijirefs ^/vTURKSi Critical circuvijlante of achmed, 
I3ASHA ^'bagdat. Nadir kaves DAGisTAN. Ititrigues of the otto- 
man court. Nadir fends embaffadors to bagdat. The grand fgnior 
declares itwr againjl the Persians. Nadir’^ plan of operations for the 
campaign. 

T he dread of war ftill perplexed the affairs of the ottoman court. 

That very conformity of religion, which they had fo earneftly 
folicited, in order to prevent the cfFufion of blood, now became an 
objeft of their terror. The decree which nadir had publiflied upon 
his ^icccflion to the throne, not feeming to operate efFeiftually on the 
VoL. IV. G g minds 
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minds of *the peh si ans, towards the dofc of his year he caufed it to 
lie proclaimed, that as he had acknowledged the belief of the sunnis 
for the orthodox faith, he required all his fubjedts to follow his ex- 
ample. 

t 

Under the circum dances of fear, this declaration created a fufpicion in 
the TURKISH minilhy, that it was an artifice of nadir shah, by imi- 
tating the Gondud of ashrei f'’, to taint the minds of the turks with 
religious prejudices ; and the fime fuccefs which that prince had met, 
with regard to his fecurity againfl the turks, nadir might poffibly find 
in his conquefi. of turkev. 

Achmed, EAsiiA of 15AGDAT, was Critically fituated between the pow- 
erful and ambitious nadir, and the jealoufy of tlie Turkish court: the 
former, tho’ he profelTed himfelf a friend to the bash a, afpired at the 
conquefi: of bagdat ; whilfi the latter was concerned to fee this govorn- 
ment in fome degree difmembered from the ottoman empire. Had 
bagdat been in iefs fkilful hands, it might very probably have fallen a 
ilxrifice to the Persians • and yet many of the turks gave this general 
the odious appellation of nizam Til'^swroucK, in allufion to the treachery 
which was imputed to that Indian lord, as already .a-lated. 

In whatever light the condud of the bash a might appear to the 
port, it" was his parts and generofity which fupported him, and not 
his treafon. By thefe he engaged the friendfiip of almoft every one 
Avho had any'Tonnexion with him : his officers ferved him with the ut- 
mofi fidelity, and confidered their own fortune as infeparable from his. 
But this generofity had likewife its mixture of evil, as by this means his 
coffers were generally empty j infomuch, that he was often obliged to 
demand money from the court. He had now eX vded fix hundred purfes'' 
from the Arabians, v^hon* his lieutenant, sulkman basha, had lately 
defeated. The jews of bagdat vrere alfo obliged to fupply him with 
two hundred purfes. Their chief banker was accufed of an illegal com- 
merce with the daughter of a Turkish emir ", and would have fuffered 

death, 

' See Vol. m. Chap. XXXVII. ' 6,oooA • We.may obferve 

in how different a 1 giit the conduft of the turks and tsrsiabs appears. Formerly, the latter 

were 
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death, if they had not paid this pecuniary mul£t, together \Vith fevey 
hundred purfes which was due to the banker from the basha } but this 
event, whether the je w was really guilty or not, ballanced the account. 

The good underftanding which was fuppofed to fubfid between na- 
dir SHAH and the governbr of bagdat, gave the Turks no fmall in- 
quietude. They were in no condition to compel him to give up his go- 
vernment ) and out of fear of driving him to any defperate expedient, 
they diflembled tlieir apprehenlions, and worked fecretly to accomplifli 
their purpofe. Among otlier ileps, the court lent feveral eashas to 
BAGDAT with troops, under pretence of putting the city in a date of 
defence againd the armies of Persia; but this expedient did not take 
ed'etf. The basha faw through the difguife which the court put on, 
and refufed to give any admittance to thofe troops, reprefenting to the 
grand fignior, that his own forces were fufficient to defend the city and 
its didridt. 

If ACUMED could have been fuppofed capable of joining his forces to 
nadir shah, with a view to conquer turkey, fuch a junction was 
practicable ; but if lie had no fuch defign, (as indeed how could a man 
of 1 lis parts commit fo grofs an abfurdity?) the conduit of the ottoman 
court was very imprudent with regard to her own fafety. Tlie circum- 
dances of the basha rendered it nccellary, that the grand fignlor fliould 
be kept in fear of the Persians, as a dccifive blow on cither fide might 
oblige liim to yield up his government; and it was plain enough that 
NADIR was preparing for fome important entcrprize. 

Had the TURKS been in circumdances of fupporting a war againd 
PERSIA, the perplexed condition in which nadir found hiinlelf in da- 
gistan, rendered the occalion favourable; however, it was fome eon- 
folation to them, that the rapid courfe of iiis arms had met fuch a clieck, 
as might adbrd them time to colleit troops, and alfo treafurc to fupporr 
them. ‘ 

G g 2 In 

were equallv (li id wiiu rceard co their women, but we find under adir's rcr'm. all cliu’iNiJont: of 
M A HO MW liD AN and chrillian were lovelled. See Vob L J: is tree .1 s v.' s arc heid in 

much greater abominati(5n tlian the chrillians, 
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, In FEBituARy this year, NADIR abandoned his cnterprize on dagi- 
sTAN i and leaving DERBEND, he marched to the plains of moc an, not 
without apprehenfions that the Turks would make fome irruption into 
his dominions, before he could put himfelf at the head of his forces. 

. « 

The grand fignior had reafon to be perfuaded that he never fliould 
have a folid peace with nadir, till he had an opportunity to humble 
him. The port was willing to think, that his fuccellcs arofe from his 
intrigues, and the force of his bribes, as well as his valour and military 
knowledge. Upon this principle, they began to confider him as lefs dan- 
gerous, In a prefumption that he would have no advantage over them by 
treafonable pradtifes. Their eyes being alfo more open to their intereft, 
they faw the fault which they had committed, In lofing many fiivourablc 
opportunities j and prepared in the moft effe<51:ual manner to take mea- 
fures to free themfelves from any future alarms. 

The vizir ali bash a employed all his ikill and intereft to difplace 
ACHMED, bash A of BAGDAT : hc even carried his refentmcnt fo far, as 
to tamper with osman basha, governor of the citadel ' of bagdat j 
and to promife him the'government'nfrhe city and province, if he could 
by any means remove achmed. Tin's propofal not being accepted, tlic 
vizir, according to the ordinary courfe of caflern intrigues, tried acm- 
MED i and orders were difpatched to him to lend tiic head of osman. 
Being furprized at fo extraordinary a commillion, in prejudice to a 
man againft whom he had no caufe of complaint, hc acquainted os- 
man with the affair. This produced an explanation on both fides : 
the mutual confidence which from thence arofe, eftablilhed their friend - 
fhip ; and they had foon after the pleafure of feeing their enemy dif- 
poffelfed of his office. Achmed was at length confirmed in his go- 
vernments, both of BAGDAT and bassora i the grand fignior’s decree 
for this purpofe arriving in April. The court had wifely judged this 
to be the heft expedient, to remove the offence given the basha, to- 
gether with their own jealoufy. 

It 

€• 

* This officer tb,ey call muhofiz. They have generally governors of ciuilels diflinfl from tlic 
city and province. 
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It is pi'obable that nadir made fome attempt to corrupt 'ACHmed. 174.3^ 
The. vile principles of other men, which he had fo often found fubfervient 
to his ends, might have induced him to play off his diabolical engines, 
and try the efficacy of gold. Myrza zeki, a perfon much in the con- 
fidence of NADIR, was fent by him to bagdat, in the charader of emv 
bafiador to the bash a, who received him with great demonftrations 
of kindnefs, and a profufion of magnificence. The embafifador acquaint- 
ed tlie BASHA, that his mafter intended to make the pilgrimage of imam 
AL i, and other places in the neighbourhood of bagdat, where the 
PERSIANS were wont to pay their devotions ; and that he would fend 
four KHANS with troops to efcort him. The basha could by no means 
relifli this information, as it feenied to conceal fome fecret defign foreign 
to tlie pretence of religion j however, in return for the honour which 
had been done him in this embafly, he fent his kinfman mahommed, 

K I A Y A, to attend the embalTador, alfo with letters and magnificent 
prefents for nadir : among the latter were ten beautiful horfes richly 
caparifoned. This embafly produced no other effed, than to confirm 
that cftccai which the Persian king had always exprefifed for the 

KASHA. • 

Whilfl thefe negotiations were carried on, the port faw ’the ftorm 
rcadv to burft forth. The eleventh of june the horfes tails were hung 
out of the feraglio at Constantinople as a fignal of war. At the fame 
time orders were given to ftrengthen the ottoman army on the banks 
of the EUPHRATES near erzeroum. The Persians had* already com- 
menced hoflilitiesj and bassora and bagdat were invefted almofl: at 
the fame time, the former by a body of thirty thoufand Persians, who 
were joined to fome tribes of Arabians. They took immediately the 
fort of GURUiLAN on the fide of the river oppofite to that city ; they alfo 
ravaged feveral finall towns and villages, and put many of the inhabi- 
tants to the fword, taking their women into flavery. The territories of 
•BAGDAT', whicii were hardly recovered from the calamities they had fuf- 
fered ten years before, were alfo pillaged and laid wafle. 


The 



23S . ' THE, HISTORY OF Part Y. 

1743. The Tu/iics however coilefted a great army on the fide of erzezoum, 
and another at diarbekir, and determined to make head againft the ene- 
my. The PERSIAN troops which were before bassora and bagdat, 
v/ere therefore ordered to leave thofe places and join at Mosul, and from 
thence to advance to diarbekir. The plan for the operations of the 
campaign being formed, nadir himfelf at the head of a great body of 
forces marched to van, with a defign to hem in the turks at erzeroum, 
and force them to a battle, and then to att.ack the ottoman dominions 
in two different parts at the fame time, and pufh his conquefl as far as 
the capital. He had been fome time making preparations to take the 
field ; but he did not begin tlie campaign wdth fo much ardour as in his 
former war againfl the turks. The repnlfe he had met in dagistan, 
had in fome degree diminifhed his reputation j whilft the acquifitions 
which his troops had made in India, rendered them to all appearance 
lefs defirous of war. 

The love of eafe, and the cultivation of the arts of peace, wall ever 
be grateful to mankind j but even fuccefs in war mufl tire and difirels. 
The moft fortunate campaigns have generally been attended with great 
labour, and ieldom without tlie lofs oF many lives to tlie vidlors ; yet 
according to the common notions of mankind, to w'ade through rivers of 
blood is ;(:he glory of military atchievraents : fo much docs a vicious felf-. 
love counteraft the great dcfigns of providence. 


C H A P. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

The TURKS put ihemfehe^ in a ftate of defence. The bactiaris and' 
BALOUCHES remit. The rviiKS fend a pretender into Persia, ‘who 
is joined by a great body of eesgees and Persians in shirvan. They 
are defeated by the PE r si AU forces under the command of nesr ali. 
myrza. Rebellion of r ACM! vmasa in smR ass fupprefed^ 

A fter a campaign of near fourteen years, the ardour of the Per- 
sian foidiers began to abate, vvhilft the Turks recovered from 
their apprehenfions. Mosul was put in a condition of defeiice, and the 
PERSIANS endeavoured in vain to make themfelves mailers of it : they 
loil a great number of men before the town, and were obliged to raife 
the fu'ge, Ali ivasha, governor of diarbekir, commanded a numerous 
army, and had taken all the precautions of an experienced general to 
rlop their progrefs, had they even fucceeded at Mosul } but that blow 
laiiing, prudence forbid their cvdvancing any farther, whillf an uncon- 
quered country remained beliind them. 

Nadir found the Turks every where prepared for his reception: a 
number of lortifted towns, defended by an enemy become brave by 
their experience, feeirxcd refolved neither to be won by his intrigues, 
nor to be fubdued by the tener of his name. Superiority of numbers, 
and the mere dint of valour were therefore his only refources j and 
as he was fenfible that his conduct had rendered the Persians every 
where ripe for a revolt, tiie iofs of a battle would probably have been 
his ruin. As the Turks kept only on the defenilve ; the iffue of the war 
could not eaiily be determined by any decifive blow. Under ,thefe cir- 
cumilanccs nadir retired to the neighbourhood of kerkoud, where the 
xuRKi^ fuffered him to remain unmolefled. 

In the mean while near two thoufand families of the bactiaris, 
whom the Persian king had tranfported to the province of khorasan, 
3 returned 


^74 
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1743. 'returried to their own country ; where they retired into the hiountalnsv 


refolving to fliake oiF the Persian j'oke. Nadir h^^ii^i apprehenfivc 
that others would follow their example, feat a gi:eat body of ousbegs 
to keep them in awe. , The baeouches alfo refufed to fend any fuf-s 
ther fupplies of men or money ; and a body of Persian troops, which 
had marched againft them, was defeated. 


A great part of the frontier country to the fouth, and a!fo the inha- 
bitants of the fea coaft, finding nadir’s government infupportable, took 
up arms at the fame time : taghi khan, the governor of fArsistan, 
followed their example. This khan was alfo a deglerbeg, and had 
been much efteemed by nadir ; he was permitted to wear the heron’s 
feather on the left fide, and to ride upon an elephant ; which was not 
granted but to two or three perfons in the whole empire. The feveral 
expeditions which this kahn had made againfl the mascats, having been 
attended with very ill fortune, his reputation with the king w'as much 
declined. Khalbelli khan, a relation of the shah, and an officer 
under taghi khan, was become fo great an objed of jealoufy to nadir, 
that he gave orders to •taghi khan to fend him his head ; but the beg- 
LERBEG made ule of his interell with his raafier, and faved khaebeeli. 
Soon after taghi khan liimfelf was fufpeded of treafon ; and under 
pretence of efteeni and great confidence, nadir charged his relation to 
fend the khan prifoner to the camp. The mutual regard which fub- 
jlifted between thefe two lords, naturally produced an explanation ; and 
they both faw that their fecurity depended only on their abilities to op-* 
pofe the tyrant, whom late difappointments had rendered extremely cruel. 


Under thefe circumftances, they previoufly concerted their meafures, 
and refolved to rebel. To facilitate this defign, it was agreed that ta- 
GHi KHAN fhould fct out for the. camp, as if he meant to give an ac- 
count of himfelf to the shah ; and that khalbeeei flioiijd in a day or 
two fend after him, upon the pretext that a rebellion vvas breaking 
out, and therefore his prefence became abfolutely neceiTary at shjrass. 
Accordingly the beglerbeg returned, and under pretence that the 
neighbouring people had taken up arms the king, he colle< 5 ted a 

1 body 
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body of troops to the number of fcven thoufancl, and fci25cd all tha 174J. 
naval force on the Persian gulf, 

Whilft thefc ftorms were gathering in the fouth, the tdrks thought 
the opportunity very favourable to foment a rebellion in the north. I'he 
moft proper inftruments for their purpofe were the lesgres. The re- 
fentment of thcfe people for the attempts againfl them the preceding 
year, made them wilh for fome favourable opportunity of diftrclling the 
PERSIANS, The TURKISH mlniftry were fenfible that nadir’s govern- 
ment was already become odious •, and that poffibly any pretender they 
Haight fet up under the notion of being of the royal blood of the seffie 
family, might make a diverfion in their favour. For this purpofe there- 
fore they engaged a certain Persian named saun who pretended to 
be the younger fon of shah hussein. The turks alfo infinuated that 
SEFFIE MYRZA, the elder fon, was yet alive under their protedbion. Saun 
had made his appearance in Persia fome years before, in the liabit of a 
DERVISH, privately infinuating that he affedled that garb to conceal his 
birth : he was then taken by icrahim khan, nadir's brother, who in 
contempt cut off the tip of hisjiofe, and fet him at liberty. This man 
was from that time called bxnnie bukide’, or fnip-nofe, TJi,e inhabi- 
tants of SHAM.AKiE iiow received him with great demondrations of re- 
fpedt, and he foon colle<fl;cd an army to the number of fixtccn thoufand 
men, of which the greatell part were lesgees. Thefe brave moun- 
taineers had m.ade incurfions in the neighbourhood of derbend from the 
time of nadir’s leaving that city; and kept the garrifon in perpetual 
alarms. Taking the advantage of the night, they laid a quantity of gun- 
powder in the broken parts of the walls, and fetting hie to it, did great niif- 
chief, tho’ they could not accomplilli the taking of the place : this artihee 
was repeated feveral times. They often came in large bodies, in the night, 
and letting fly clouds of arrows at the troops who guarded the walls, imme- 
diately changed their fltuation } fo that the Persians were at a lot's how to 
aim their artillery. All the arts of perluafion, as well as violence had been 
ufed to bring thefe tartars to a fubmilTion. The garrifon made rc- 
• peuted 


VoL. IV. 


^ This word is alfo pronoi^nccd 5 a am. 
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^ 743 ' faities, and had frequent fkirmiflies With them j both iidcs exer- 

* cifing cruelties unwarrantable by the law of arms*. Thole wlio fur- 
rendered themfelves without fighting, and promifed under ah path not to 
bear arrns againd the shah, were difmifled by the Persians. A decree 
was alfo fent amongft the lesgees, that whoever would trade with Per- 
sia, lliould be free of all duties, and that pafl'ports Ihould be granted for 
the fafety of their perfons ; but this had little or no effed:. 

The continuation of thefe hoftilities kept deerbend almoft in as great 
dillrefs as when nadir left it. All the males who were above fixteen, 
were obliged to bear arms, and the young women above fourteen, were 
given as wives to the new recruits, by an arbitrary adt of the governor ; 
whild the fcarcity was fo great, tliat numbers died for want. 

1744. The beginning of this year the pretender saun marched into shir van, 
at the head of an army modly compofed of lesgees. They were pil- 
laging at large, when a body of two thoufand Persians in nadir’s in- 
tcred, , endeavoured to dop their progrefs, but were intirely routed. The 
whole province being thus threatened with delblation, nadir fent his fon 
NESR ALi MVRZA at ‘ the head of twenty five thoufand men. The 
lesgees,* in conjundtion with great numbers of people of the province, 
made aq obdinate refidaace ; but after much bloodflied they were defeated 
near the conflux of the kura and ar as. It was here nadir was chofen 
king ; and on the fame fpot, where the people had given fuch proof of 
their weakness and corruption, was now credlcd a monument of tlieir 
mifery and diflrefs. Nadir caufed u pyramid of human heads ^ to be 
built in token of his vidtoiy, and to deter the few remaining inhabi- 
tants from any future rebellion. 

Saun fled with feventy men only, but was foon taken. The shah 
ordered his Ton to cut out one of the eyes of this rebel, and that he 
Ihould be then fent to tlic ottoman court, with this meflage j “ That 
'• NADIR difdained to take the life of fo dcfpicable a wretch, though 

“ the 

* It was not uncommon for the Persians to cut off the legs of the lesckes, or to tut out 
their eyes, with this cruel taunt, that they might then make the bell of their way home. 

^ See Vol. I. page 388. . 
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“ the grand iignior had efpoufed his caufe, as a defceiidant of the family^ 1^44^ 
“ of the SEFFIES 

The confcquence of this rebellion was the ruin of almoft the wliole 
province of shirvan. In the mean while, the revolt of taghi khan 
became d very ferious affair ; he was one of the laft of the antient Per- 
sian nobility, and tho’ he had been unfortunate in his naval war againft 
the ARABS, he had the reputation of an able ffatcfman and a gallant 
officer j qualities which rendered him fo much the greater objea of 
jealouly. Nadir detached a body of eighteen thoufand * men to shi- 
rAss, under fome of his moft experienced generals. This was a force 
fo much fuperior to that of taghi khan, that being in no capacity to 
meet them in the held, he /hut himfelf up in the city. 

\Vc have already feen, to what deplorable circumflances the city of, 
SHiRASS, the capital of farsistan, was reduced in 1724, and again in 
1729; it was now once more doomed to be a feene of diftrefs and /laugh- 
ter. Taghi khan defended the city for fome weeks, but at. length it 
was taken by florm : the inhabitants were puniffied with rfie utmofl fc- 
verity ; and a great part of thejr effedls were pillaged, under the pre- 
tence of fequeftration, for the ufe of the king. Mo/ 1 : of thofc who had 
been in arms were put to the fword, or deprived of light. Taghi 
KHAN, attended by a party of his friends, fled in the difguife of fliEpherds, 
but were foon difeovered by the treachery of their own fervants. He 
was brought to Isfahan with his favourite wife, and about forty of his 
ncare/l relations and dependents. 

This lady was violated before her hufliand’s face by a common foldier; 
wliich was the highell: indignity that could be otlered to tins nobleman, and 
contrary to nadir’s ufual regard to w'omen. His relations and frieiuis 
were put to death j and himfelf, after being deprived of one of his eyes, 
was callrated. Stri< 51 ; ortiers were given, that all poliiblc care fliould be 
taken, that the operation ihould not aftcCf his life, it was faid, that 

Hh 2 NADIR 

It was remarkable, that s .m;n was tl/us ibffercci to cicarc ibr the icco^Hi time. Me ua.-; a rank 
prctkilinarian, and concluded that he was yet refeived for fome extraordinary cveut. Tho 

twenty-five thoutand men, mentioned in V'eri, I. page Zcj,. part of them 1 imagine Wdi'c .‘ent 
the other rebels in that neighbourhood. . . 
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iJAmR bi\*l made an oath^ never to put taohi khan to death j and 
was therefore wanton in his cruelty, without touching the life of this 
lord;, h is probable, that the shah thought him an honeft man, and 
a more able general, than many belonging to his army j and as he had 
given, him his life, expelled from him the greater marks of 'fidelity. 
Upon what other principle can we reconcile nadir’s conduct j who, 
after thus gratifying his refentment, gave this khan the government of 
CAROL ? What particular circumftances might induce him to take fo 
c;ctraordinary a refolution, my authorities do not mention : it fecms to be 
an effect of that caprice and whim, which we find upon many occafions, 
as if he aiFeded to efiablifh a rule of conduct, contrary to the funda- 
mental principles which common experience has taught mankind ^ 


CHAP. XXXII. 

ReMllon of ASTRABAD. ENGLISH mcrchanii plundered. Nadir rcti^rns 
from TURKEY Into Persia. Report concerning his abdication. Dijinjs 
of PERSIA. 'The TURKS mahe great preparations for icar. Nadir 
marchej into the Turkish dominions. Battle fought near erivan. The 
TURKS defeated. 

f 

T he flames of civil war now fpread themfelvcs like a torrent. In 
JANUARY this year, the khajars of astrabad alfo threw off the 
yoke, and chbfe mahommed hassan ^ as their leader. After joining a 
body of TURKUMAN TARTARS their neighbours, they took the capital 

of 

^ It rccm!> as if oaths were deemed very facred things among the MAiiof.^M;-:oANs, and that the 
Tiled of men were not vile enough to dilVegard their engagements, to which they call the Almighty 
to witnefs. ^ Mr. otter mentions, that tagiu khan no fooncr arrived at CAnuT,, than 

hq rebelled; but I never heard that cabul did rebel till after the death of nadir mi ah, or jud 
before, when tuamaras khan commanded the Persian forces on the Indian hdc. It is true, 
t^t many events have happened, wliich for want of coriffpondence, and from the wild diforders of 
a country rent with civil wars, have never reached Europe. I have already obft?rvcd, 'rhat for my 
own part I adopt only what 1 have particular reafon to believe is true, and tliofe events which appear 
but impcrfedly rel ted, with regard to circumftances, the reader will aferibe to tlic manner in which 
they have bc‘cn handed to us. * The fon of fate Y ali khan, lacniioncd 

in page 1 8 , 
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of the province, feized the shah's treafure, and plundered a valoable C4- 1744. 
ravan belonging to the British Russia company, who were at this time 
attempting to open a new trade over the Caspian fea to mesched, now 
con fid cred as the capital of the empire. 

There cannot be a greater dcmonflration of the fatal elfedls of a tyran- 
nical government, than the extreme raflinefs of the inhabitants of this 
province. Mahomaied mass an had held a correfpondence with saun, 
and acknowledged him as fovereign. He propofed, that whilft saun was 
conquering on the weflern coafl, he would reduce the fouthern parts bor- 
dering on the CASPIAN fea. It was with difficulty he railed a little army 
of three thoufind men ; and saun, tho’ he headed fixtecn thoufand, was 
not able to fupport himflf againll the numerous forces of nadir 3 yet 
the temptation of plundering the treafure and caravan, drew the infatuated 
followers of 11 ass an into deftcudlion. The minute circumftances of this 
rebellion are related in my firfl volume 1 iiave therefore only to add, 
that this army of khajaks and turkumans were in the following month 
defeated by fifteen hundred of the .shah’s troops from khorasan 3 and by 
tiieir lofs in battle, executions, an<l fequeflrations, the whole province v>’as 
ruined. From this time took the re/bluiion of fending a body of 

forces, and to build a fort on the eaftern coafi; of the Caspian, with a 
view to awe the turku.\ians 3 but the want of water in tl^eir defert 
prevented the execution 

Whether rcafons of policy, or any other motive prevailed, nadir cer- 
tainly give frequent proof of ids regard to equity 3 and there is a juftice 
clue to the worll of men. That wliich was tiiewn on this occafion to the 
BUirisii merchants, ought to be remembred3 for he caufed the whole 
amount of their lofs to be paid to their fadors. 

Tlie fortune of this eaflcrn fpoiler feemed now to decline very fail ; and 
the general defedlion of the Persians rendered the prolpedl of his futitre 
reign very gloomy. The flames of rebellion, which thus broke out in 
fo many different quarters, • reduced him for tlie prefent to the neceffity 
©f abandoning his defigns againfl: the turks 5 and in the month of march 
thie year *, he returned into the plains of hamadan. 

It 

s See Vol. I, page 243, 244, 


• Chapters XXX. XLH, XLVI. 


^ See Vol. I. page 321. 
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It is nott faid whether nadir had any children by the aunt of shah 
T/EHA iAs } but his unfortunate fon rtza kouli myrza, to whom a filler 
of that prince had been given in marriage, Jiad a fon by her, \yhofe name 
was SHAHROKH, DOW about ten years of age. It was fuggefted that 
NADIR defigned to abdicate the regal power injfavour of sh ahrokh, as 
being lineally defcended on the mother’s fide from the seffie family, and 
that himfelf would retire to K/ELat to end his days in repofe. This 
opinion feemed to arife ratJier from the confufed flate of affairs, than 
from the probability that nadir really meant to abdicate the crown, or 
that he could confiftently with his own fxfety give up the command of 
his army. Nor was it probable that shahkokh, who was born in fiich 
diflraffed times, whofe father had been deprived of fight for rebellion 
againll his own parent, and whofe mother had poifoncfl herfelf, to avoid 
the cruel death of feveral of her relations, who were ripped up ; it is not, 
I lay, probable, that fuch a perfon, however entitled by birth, lliould 
ever arrive at a quiet poffelfion of the regal dignity. 

Under fucli diftrailion of the Hate, and the jealoufy of the ufurper, 
to name a fucceffor would have been to dethrone himfelf in his own ap- 
prehenfion. Every thoughtful man foreftO'-® what confulion mull ne- 
ecffarily follow the death of nadir, although this event was lb much 
deiired by the people. It was moH natural to imagine, that as nadir 
had put out the eyes of his eklell fon riza kouli aiyuza, the fecond 
fon NEZR ALi AiYRZA, fliould be cotifider’d as the prefumptive heir of 
the PERSIAN diadem. This prince however gave no marks of a fpirit 
equal to ib dangerous a charge. Ali kouli khan, the fon of Ibra- 
him khan'', was therefore confidered as the perfon moll probable to fuc- 
ceed. This opinion was favoured by his being made governor of kho- 
HASAN, and by a certain popularity of conduff, not fuch as gave um- 
brage at this time, but tending to make impreflions of his gencrofity. 

I 

« I have often dilcourfccl on the fubjet*^ with the french jefuits in n hie an, who foretold a great 
part of tliC calamities which have fmee happened, as a natural confequcnce of that defperate Hate 
to which PERSIA was reduced. ^ Ibrahim khan, n adi r’s cldeft brother, the fame 

pe’*(on who was killed by the t.esches. It was faid that nadir did declare am koum kh.-v\i his 
iucccfiiir; bur (lie authority ii the mure to be do ibtcd, as the thing appears inconfiftent, whilil nesr 
ALI MY H-zA lad fo gxcaC a flmre in the command of the army. 
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I have related in what mifcry ‘ Persia was involved by NilDia’s av£b- 1744. 
rice, joined to a reftlefs fpirit of conqueft, and a fear of difbanding his army. 

In the njoil civilized countries we often find, that after a long leries of 
war peace is attended with many evil effedls, efpecially Irom the lawlefs 
conduA of thofc who Wiftit fkill, induftry, or honefty to get their bread. 

But in a country fo loft to a fenfe of moral duties, and fo impatient un- 
der the yoke of an ufurper, n adir’s foldiers would have been the firft to 
rebel, as foon as they ftiould be difcharged. They already Curfed him, 
not in their hearts only, but with their tongues; declaring, that he had 
no fenfe of humanity, and therefore his talents as a foldier could never 
render him worthy to reign over them : befides, the native Persians in 
his army were much inferior to the number of the tartars, and con- 
fcquently the former confider’d themfclvcs as ading under the influence 
of men whom they defpifed. The people in general, grown defperatc 
by feeing their fubftance torn from them, were kept from rebellion no 
longer than they were awed by a military force. Yet they were re- 
duced to fo hard a dilemma, as to tremble at the profped of a change. 


Such was the fituation of^PERSiA in the mjddlc of this year, tvhen 
nothing could give a ftrisrfiger proof how mucli mankind are fcourges 
to themfclvcs in confequence of their own villainy, than that a people 
who had been regardlefs of their lawful king, now groaned nnder the 
tyranny of an ufurper who trod on their necks with Inch boundlefs cruelty. 
Nor was it lefs amazing how a country almoft deferted, could find pro- 
vilions to fupply an army. 


It is eafy to imagine the fatisfadion which the port received at the 
rebellions in Persia: this made a difeovery of the real weaknefs 
of their enemy. They were ftill alarmed on account of achmed 
DASHA: the rcludance he had Ihewn to ad againft the Persians, by 
which he defigned to maintain himfclf the better in his government, 
was conflrued by Ids enemies at court as a defertion of his mafier’s 
caufe; and conlequently that he meant at leaft to ered an independent 
fovereignty. 

• The 
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1744* ♦ The ttfRKS» liarralftd with war for- fo many years, grew clamorous^, 

« aiid a change in the miniftry was threatened. Their fears perpetuaHy 
reprefented nadir shah as destroying their armies, and laying wade 
their country, without a profped of peace. Tlie court endeavoured by 
all pofliblc means to foothe the people: it was even declared that a 
peace was concluded with Persia, by the interpofition of achmed dasha. 
The defign of this was to remove the fufpicions which were entertained 
of this bash a, and at the fame time to give the people hopes of repofe. 
The court however had experienced fuch caprice, inconftancy, and want 
of faith in nadir, that they could make no dependance on any treaty 
with him, but fuch as was made fvvord in hand. Many projeds were 
formed to bring vafl armies into the field : it was even propofed to em- 
bark fome bodies of the crim tartars on the black sea, and land 
them at trebisonoe: ; and to bring troops from eoyrt, and land them 
at alexandre;tta, to endeavour by this means to cover their dominions 
in the antient Mesopotamia. In fliort, all pofliblc expedients were tried 
to let bounds^ to fo dangerous a neighbour, wbofe fortune had prevailed 
over the numerous rebellions laifed againft him. 

In JULY NADIR marched back again into the Turkish dominions, 
feemingly with a view to fiipport his troops in the enemy’s country, which 
he could* no longer do in his own. All the frontier of the Turkish do- 
minions had been fo long a prey to great armies, that they were be- 
come wafte. In the mean while, the taxes drawn from his people be- 
ing infufficient* for the current fervice, he was obliged to have recourfe 
to his INDIAN treafure, but in fuch fmall proportions, as afforded very 
little relief to the people. 

Nadir remained fome time between casbin and hamadan, with 
an army of thirty thoufind men ; with thefe he awed his fubje^ts, 
particularly the inhabitants of the coaft of the Caspian, who were in 
general ripe for a revolt. In this fituation he could alfo fupport a cor- 
refpondence with his armies on the fide of india, and with that body 
< ®f forces which he had left near kerkoud. In the mean time he 

■ ■ f. 
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expected to be joined by his forces which had been fciit to*the fouth 1^44 
againft shirass, and the neighbouring country. 


Towards the clofe of this year, an adlion happened between the Per- 
sians apd TURKS near cars j but as it was by no means decidve, it ferved 
for little more than to fupport the fpirit of animofity, and prevent that 
peace which the Turkish miniftry fo anxioufly fought : at lead: we do 
not find that the Persians were driven out of the TURKiSfi dominions, 
nor that cars was taken, agreeable to the common reports of that time. 
The TURKS however maintained their ground with fuch refolutlon, as 
rendered all the attempts of the enemy abortive. 


The PERSIAN army palled the winter near their own frontiers. Nadir 
cerned to think it neceflary to keep himfclf in rcadinefs againll the in- 
:.;il;ine commotions of Jiis own country, and at the fame time to watch 
the mot'ons of the turks, who were refolved to make their greateft efforts 
the next campaign. 


Near the end of this year, achmed khan, a Persian ^neral, fled to 
CONSTANTINOPLE fVom thc tyranny of his mailer. The turks received 
him with difiidence, left his- pretended flight Hiould be one of thofe 
ftratagems which their ariiul enemy nadir had fo often playtd againll 
them. The khan however gave them fuch convincing proofs of the 
real caufe of his abandoning his late mailer, that he was received Into 
thc confidence of the Turkish minhters. lie flattered them into a be- 
lief, that if they would exert thcmlclvcs, and fend a largo army into the 
.field, the Persians, being once intimidated, would defert in whole fqua- 
drons. This opinion was founded on his knowledge of the great dif- 
affedlion of many of the officers and foldiers in the Persian army. 

The LESCEES, remembering their defeat in shir van thc beginning of 
laft: year, were anxious to fee their haughty enemy humbled to the dull. 
For this purpofethey fent two embaftadors to Constantinople, offering 
to affift the TURKS with a body of men, in confideration of a certain funi 
of money. They reprefented at the fame time, how bravely they had 
defended their liberty againft the ufurper nadir, and that they ftill per-- 
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r744» fifted ifi tlleir fefolution of defending themfelves. It had not been the 
• cuftom of the lesgees for fotnc ages to leave their mountains to engage 
in tlie fervice of any foreign prince, nor have they often marched farther 
than SHIRVAN and Georgia to fight their own battles} but their prefent 
circumllances induced them to make this ‘bfifer, to engage in the 
TURKISH fervice, as the swiss do in that of France. The port 
received thefe embafiadors with great marks of diftindion, and gave 
them very fair promifes but wc do not find that they were fo 
fatisfa<rtory to the crafty lesgees, as to engage them to fend any 
foccours to join the ottoman army : indeed it was not without the ut- 
inofi; difficulty tlie grand fignior could raife money to pay his national 
troops. i 


1745. This year began with preparations for the mofl powerful army which 
had yet appeared in the field againfl the Persians, towards wliich ser- 
viA, BOSNIA, and Romania, all contributed their quotas. This nume- 
rous army was to be aflembled at cars, in order to open the campaign 
by the firft of April. The Turks feemed thus determined to make 
the moft rdgorous efforts, and free themfelves from tlie dread of their 
enemy j which could not be done by keeping within their walls. This 
tafk was the more difficult, as a continued feties of ill fortune had in- 
timidated the OTTOMAN forces } neither were the European troops in 
the lead: difpofed to pafs over into a si a, as it had generally proved 

their grave. 

• • 

In the mean while, the fuppreffion of the rebellions of shir van, 
SHIRASS, and astrabad, liad humbled the Persians: though, groan- 
ing under a tyrannical government, they were in no condition to with-hold 
their obedience. Nadir being fatisfied that he had nothing to fear from 
■■f his own people for the prefent, left his fon n esr ali myrza with a body 
of thiny thoufind men on the frontiers of Persia, and marclied his 
army the beginning of this year into Georgia, where he found it mofl 
eafy to fupport them, without any danger of moleflation. This flep 
. gave the turks fome fatisfodion, as it enabled them to form theif army } 

•and 
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and aflforded a temporary relief to thofe towns, againil whiclm ti^cy apt 1745* 
prehended the PERSIAN king would turn his arms. 

If the TURKS were ambitious of ftriking a decihve blow, nadir alfb 
behaved as if he meant to bring the war to an ilTue at one battle > for he 
took: no meafures to obftrud the jundVton of the ottoman forces. 

About the middle of may he fent orders to his fon to advance towards 
ERivAN, and near the end of July both the Persian armies arrived in 
the neighbourhood of that city. 

Two years thus palled in rumours of war, and perpetual apprehen- 
fions of battles, without any blow being flruck worthy of hiftorical re- 
cord : at length the fatal day arrived. The tltrks, having had fo long 
a time to compleat their army, their forces were more numerous than in 
any of the former campaigns againft the Persians : the seraskiEr, 
MAHOMMED BASHA, was At the head of a hundred thoufand men. As 
foon as he heard of the motions of the Persians, he left-EuiiERouM, 
and advanced to cars, where he joined abdallah kouproli t the army 
under this basha confifted of thirty thoufand men. The jundion of 
tlicfe forces, fupported by a numerous train of artillery, fliUtered the 
TURKS into a belief, that it’ was now their turn to triumph over nn 
enemy who had been fcf long an obje<ft of their terror. Mahommed 
BASHA direded Itis courfe towards erivan, and during his n/arch, he 
drove feveral parties, confiding of four or five thoufand Persians, from 
their entrenchments and advanced polls, 

* • 

Nadir shah was encamped with fifty thoufand men about ten leagues 
from ERiv’^AN, and his fon, nezr ah mykza, with thirty thoufand, 
was advanced near the fame diftance. The van guard of the latter being 
met by the turks, a fkirmifh enfued, and the Persians immediately re- 
treated to join the main army commanded by the shah himfelf. Upon 
this, nadir began to move, and fent a body of his forces to attack the 
TURKS in the rear, which was executed according to his intention. Be- 
ing arrived within two leagues of the enemy’s camp, he pitched his tents 
on a riling ground, nearell that body of the tu>R.KS commanded by ab- , 
DADLAH BASHA. The main body of the ottoman army was encamped 

I i 2 advan- 
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* 745 * Jtivantageoufly, and defended by entrenchments, and a numerous 31*7 
. tillery. 

IVTahommed easha had made fome marches to meet the king of 
PERSIA, with defign to give him battle. The third of august he de- 
tached a large body of cavalry, fupported by*a train of artillery ; thefe 
troops being formed into order of battle, advanced upon the Persians, 
wliihl the basha kept his whole army in readinefs to fuccour them. 
Nadir gave orders for a detachment of his troops, inferior in number to 
that of the turks, to meet them j and after the firll difehaige of their 
mulquetry, to attack them with their fabres. The battle lafted from 
morning till noon with equal fortune, when the shah advanced in perfon 
at the head of a ftrong reinforcement, and brought on a general en- 
gagement. The TURKS difputed the vidtory with great obftinacy, but 
in the evening they retired to their camp in confufion. They loft above 
twenty thoufand men, great part of them infantry, who were killed in 
the field of battle, befides a confiderable number of prifoners. The 
PERSIANS pur/ued them as far as their trenches, and then returned to 
their own camp a little after fun-fet. 

* ♦ V 

A lofs of fuch importance could not but 'ilifhearten the turks, who 
now feemed inclined to remain within their lines. The shah, taking 
advantag'e of the terror into which he had thrown the enemy, cut oft* their 
communication with cars j by which means they were deprived of a fup- 
port. Necefiity therefore compelled them to leave their trenches a fecond 
time, not fo much with defign to give battle, as to make a defperate retreat. 
The eighth of august they advanced with a large train of artillery, and 
cannonaded the enemy with great fury. The Persians fupported the 
fhock, and by the help of their own cannon drove them back into their 
trenches. The turks being now more clofely blockaded in their camp; 
the ninth of august, as foon as night came on, they abandoned their 
entrenchments, and leaving their artillery and baggage, retreated towards 
cars. 

, Nadir no fooner perceived their motions than he ordered a body of 
his men to follow them. The Persians flung them into diforder, ’and 

made 
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made great iiavock : the next day as they followed the jcurks, $ve leagues 1 
on the other lide the river arpatschai, a forced engagement enfued, in 
which the seraskier, aiahommed basha, wasfiain. The Persians then 
returned in triumph to their camp with five thdufand prifoners, and the 
head of. the seraskier. ,The Turks acknowledged their lofs upon the 
whole to be twenty-eight thoufand men, and three bashas, befides the 
commander in chiefs among thefe was abdallah kouproli, the fon of 
the seraskier kouproli, who was killed in an engagement with the 
vidorious nadir nine years before. 

It is remarkable, that nadir proceeded in this adion with the.ut- 
moll caution, not fuffering any of his troops to enter the Turkish camp 
after the enemy had deferted it, till he was certain that this was no 
llratagem to engage his men to plunder, and expofe them to be at- 
tacked at a diladvantage. The lofs of the Persians on the occafion of 
tills vidory was about eight thoufand men, and fome of their generals : 
NADIR himfelf had two horfes killed under him in the {kH battle. 

Tiie remains of the tuRkiSh army arrived at cars witkont baggage, 
artillery or ammunition, and without any order, difcipline, or comman- 
ders of any note, fo that fMt hopes of the whole campaign were fruf- 
tratedj and their enemitfs remained maflers of the field, llowever, 
they had left to fear from this event than from their former rabfortunes 
in the PERSIAN warj fince they had the utmoll reafon to hope that the 
farther nadir marched into their country, the more he would be di- 
firefled by the rebellions which were ready to buifl; forth 'on every fidfe 
of his PERSIAN dominions. The Turkish minifiry therefore ftill per- 
fified in fupporting tlie warj and in deceaiber following the poRx.pub- 
lilhed a manifeflo fetting forth the reafons of this refolution, in order to 
convince the people of the ncceffity of this meafure, tiU nadir shah 
fliould accept propofals of peace lefs dangerous and dilhpnourable to the 
ottoman empire than any he had offered. To confirm their refolution, 
the grand vizir fent orders that all the troops in natolia fliould hold 
themfelves in readinefs to march, in order to join the army at caiu«. 
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Nadir makes a peace with the Turks. The vussnKm fend an embajfa- 
dor to NADIR. Revolt of the Georgians./ Nadir’j barbarities at 
ISFAHAN and KHERMAN. ReVOlt of THAMARAS KHAN, and ali 
KOUDI KHAN. 

l^T well the clanger impending from inteftine commo- 
' ’ tions in PERSIA, to entertain any thoughts of purfuing his vidories 

againft the turks; he rather chofe to enter into as fpeedy an accommo- 
dation with them as poffible. For this purpofe he fent ali beg, with a 
retinue of fixty perfons, as embaffador to the grand fignior. The i yth 
of JANUARY this minifter was conduded with the ordinary ceremonies 
to an audience of the ottoman emperor, who received him with great 
marks of refped. The vizir at the fame time informed him, that he 
miglit be affurpd, notwithftanding the misfortunes they had met with in 
the war with Persia, unlefs the shah would make propofitions more con- 
fiflent with the honour of the grand ^Jgn^oi^y^;jt would be impollible to 
agree to af peace. As this embaifador had ncWull powers to negotiate, 
but was .chiefly charged with a letter cxprefling the good intentions of 
Ills mailer: the grand fignior replied, that he was fincerely difpofed to 
conclude a peace, as foon as the shah would agree to fuch terms as might 
render it folid and lafting ; and that in conformity to the shah’s propo- 
lals of friendlhip, he would immediately order plenipotentiaries to the 
frontiers of Persia : tiiat thefe, together with ali baska the seraskier 
who commanded at cars, might agree with the shah on a place moft 
convenient to open the conferences. Accordingly, towards the clofe of 
1746 February, three minifters were difpatched a few days before the de- 
parture of the PERSIAN embaifador from Constantinople. In order 
that thefe conferences Ihould produce their effedl, diretlions were given 
to haften the preparations for the next campaign, in cafe nadir fliould, 
. according to his ordinary pradice, amufe tlie turks with the notions of 

8 an 
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an accommodation, whilft he meant only to gain time for purfuing the 1746. 
war with the inoro vigour when it better fuited his convenieitce. 

It is very evident that he had no defire of peace with the TtrRKSj 
any othtrwife than as his own prefervation rendered it necefiliry. In the 
beginning of the laft campaign he had declared in very familiar terms, 
what mighty prefents he would make his foldiers, after he had fet up his 
fhmdard on the ramparts of Constantinople j a projedl not altogether 
improbable, could he have found the art of facrificing his avarice to his 
ambition, and by that means deliver his people from the miferies under 
which they groaned. 

It was remarkable in all the wars which nadir waged againfi: the 
OTTOMAN empire, thaPthe European Turks no fooner entered Asia, 
than they became enervated. Befides, the cloathiiig of the Turks being 
fo much longer than that of the Persians, the former were under a very 
great difidvantage in battle ; and yet, fuch is the reverence of mankind 
for the pradtice of tlieir forefathers, or their jealous fears of changing 
for the worft, that we find the Turks ftill adhere to the fime military 
drefs. In Europe, where, foperflition does not fo much abound, of at 
Icaft: is differently modifioa, the cuflom of loading foldiers with unnecel- 
fary cloathing is changed in almofl; every country diftfnguiflied* for the 
knowledge of military afiairs. To all appearance nadir would have 
continued fuperior to the ruRKsS, unlefs he had pufiied his fortune too 
far, as generally is the cafe with princes of his genius; But Frovidencis 
fets tiic bounds, which they have not the prudence to fix. 

After the battle of erjvan, nadir marched to hamadan, to wait 
the arrival of the Turkish mlnificrs, who were fent to prepare the 
way for mustapha effendi, the grand fignior’s cnibafiluioi. In order 
to prevent the evafivc conduct wliich nadir had ordinarily pradtifed to- 
wards the TURKS, this einbafiudor was ordered to return to const an I'l- 
NOPLE before the year expired. The port, fenfiblc in what circumflances 
the SHAH was, had jull grounds to believe that the happy period was at 
, length 

^ The TURKS 1 nni toll ha^c a method of tuckiiij^ np tlu-'r ganuentL, but ilWl the^ arc not lb 
iTiuch dilengiged as ihx pkiv&ian?. * See Vol. li. page 209, 
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1 7 #^* length artivcd, in vs^hich they might agree to fik the boundaries of their. 
refpe€iivc dominions ; and prevent tliat diftrefs and efFufion of blood, in 
which the ambition of the Persian king had involved the ottoman 
empire- 

Ali beg, the embalTador of nadir shah, fet out towards the end of 
MARCH, a few days after mustapha effendi. He left the Turkish 
court, with a view to make report to his inafter of the fiivourable fenti- 
ments of the grand fignior, with regard to their mutual tranquillity. In 
the mean while, frefli reinforcements were fent to cars and erzlroum, 
in order to give the greater weight to their negotiations. The Turks 
feemed refolved to fulFer the inconvenience of lupporting a very nume- 
rous army, rather than afford occafion to nadir for making any exorbi- 
tant demands on them. The expence of maintaining thefe forces on the 
frontiers of their Asiatic dominions was very great, the country being 
every where laid waftc ; yet this ftep feemed to be abfolutely ncccffary, 
whilfl nadir was at the head of fo formidable- an army. 

t 

The greateft part of this year palfed in negotiations, till at length 
MUSTAPHA effendi brought this imporfUivt affair to a h.appy illiic ; and 
a peace w'as concluded, upon the foundation W that of amura fh 
ex'cept that the Persians were to enjoy the liberty of making the pil- 
grimage of MECCA, without acknowledging the Turkish jurifdidlion j 
and to have alfo a liberty to efiablifli a Persian prieft at the town of 
MESCHED ALI# near bagdat. The titles which nadir afllirned upon 
this occafion were, “ I'he mofi: exalted and mofl generous prince ; bril- 
Hant as the moon, and refplendent as the fun. The jewel of the 
“ world ; the center of the beauty of mulTulmen, and of the true faith 
of MAHOMMED. I’he fovcreigii, whofe troops are equal in number 
“ to the liars, and who fits on the throne of xerxes.” 

The grand fignior, not to be out-done in pomp of words, arrogated 
the titlc.s of “ The fovereign who is the fliadow of God ; the mirrour 
of juftice j the afyluin of the true believers ; the king of kings, whofe 
** troops are equal in number to the flars j the true fuccelTor of the.Ca- 
4 liphsj 
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Hphs j the fervant of the two facred and noble cities “ ; tl>e lord of 1 746, 
** the two countries, and of the two feas" i fultan, fon of a fultan ; the 

moff powerful, the mofl: fonnidabic, mpll magnificent, mofl: generous 

emperor sultan mahommed the conqueror, fon of mustapha the 
“ conqaeror®.” , 

The SERASKIER, ALi BASHA, who Commanded on the frontier of 
PERSIA, was ordered to return into europe, to take pofTeffion of his 
government of Bosnia. The grand fignior’s court was in great joy on 
account of this peace; efpecially as nadir declared himfelf an adhe- 
rent to the doctrine of hannifa, in oppofition to thofe expounders of the 
MAiioMMEDAN law, whofe opinion the Persians had generally adopt- 
ed. The renovation of their treaty with the courts of sx. Petersburg 
and VIENNA, added alfo to the fatisfadlion, and induced them to be- 
lieve it would be permanent. The next great object of their attention, 
was the preparation of a fplendid embafly to Isfahan, near which city 
NADIR was encamped with his forces. In the mean while, the Per- 
sian monarch appointed mustapha khan his embaffador to the grand 
fignior. 

We have already obferved that the Russian court had not yet fent any 
formal embafly to nadir',* fince his acceflion to the throne of Persia: 
it was tlici • •fore thought high time to perform this ceremonial, ‘and ob- 
viate the ill cfledts which a feeming difregard might produce, now that 
nadir had no foreign enemy againft whom to employ his forces. The 
impreflions which the Russians as well as the Turks bad conceived, 
prevented in a great meafure the belief that the fate of this mighty con- 
queror was fo near at hand. Knez GALtTZE^^! was accordingly appointed 
etnbaflador on the part of her prefent imperial majefly of Russia^. 

Nadir having left his northern dominions, fent into Georgia to de- 
mand all the fons of their nobility to attend his camp. A ftep of this 

nature 

» Mecca and Medina. ■ Generally underftood CASpiAiit and black 

• This treaty was not fxgiied dll the nth of januarx 1747% p See account of th’s 

cmba% Vol. 1. Chaptew LIV. LV^ LVL and LVIll. 

VOL.IV. Kk 
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1746. nature cpiiH not but give thefe brave people great offence, efpecially as, 
it feetned to indicate his jealoufy of them, and that he meant to hold 
their fons as hoffages, with a view to retain the people in their obedience. 
The GEORGIANS rcfolved to take up arms rather than fubmiti and to 
this they were the more induced, by the reports that the flamed of re- 
bellion had reached the eaftern parts of Persia. Thus encouraged, they 
repulfed a body of Persian troops, which were fent into their country 
to levy taxes, and keep them in awe. 

Whilft NAOiPv was in the neighbourhood of Isfahan, he received in- 
telligence that a rebellion was breaking out in the borders of khorasan. 
This province, which had received fuch diftinguilhed marks of his fa- 
vour, was reduced to the fame degree of mifery as the other parts of the 
empire’: but the abdollees of herat were the moft impatient of the 
yoke. Under thefe circumftances, what could be expected fro:n the 
cruel avaricious nadir ? From an incelTant fatigue and labour of mind, 
attended with fome infirmities of body, he had contraded a dirpofition, 
which in the generality of mankind is called by the name of peeviflinefs, 
but in him was a diabolical hercenefs, with a total infenfibility of human 
fufferings. His avidity, as common to fickly minds, increafed with his 
years j and in order to indulge it, he feemed Vfolved to perform fome 
mailer- ftroke of cruelty. During his ftay at Isfahan, he committed 
barbarities beyond any of the former years of his reign. This antient 
city, long ellecmed the paradife of the Persian monarchy, had in com- 
mon with all 'PERSIA felt the fiital confequences of invafions and civil 
vv.ars. The tyranny of nadir had made a great progrefs in that ruin, 
which he now feemed determined to compleat. He made the heavieft 
exaftions on. the city and the adjacent country, and put to death numbers 
of the inhabitants : among thefe were feveral Indian and Armenian 
merchants, whom he cauled to be burnt alive. It was pretended that 
they had bought fome horfe caparifons belonging to shah hussejn, from, 
which they had cut off the pearls, without accounting with him for 
their full value. However true this might be, it could not be deemed a 
fufficient reafon for fuch barbarities. It is probable, that he fulpedted 

the. 


? See Vol. II. page 25* 
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the ARMENIANS hcId a corrcfpondence with the icbel georgV ans • and 
that the Indians in their commerce with kandahar, might take occa- 
iioii to mention the Rate of affairs in the northern and wefterii parts of 

the empire. 

* . 

In JANUARY 1747 he left Isfahan, and marched with his forces to 1747 
KiiERMAN. liete his cruelties were not inferior to thofe he had exercifed 
at ISFAHAN i being reftrained by no ties of juftice, nor the tears of the 
mifcrable j by no regards of hofpitality, nor even the protedtion due to 
jftrangers : among other outrages, he caufed the interpreter of the dutch . 
fadlors to be beaten with Ricks, after the Persian manner, till he ex- 
pired j pretending, that a Persian of diRindtion had depofited in his 
hands a large fum of money. 

From kherman he proceeded to mesched, where he continued to 
pradlife the greateR barbarities j few perfons of any note, whether mili- 
tary men or merchants, Persians or Armenians, efcaped without the 
lols of one or both their eyes. He then diredled his courfe to kailat, 
the grand repofitory of his treafure. It was imagined, that he intended 
to put things in readinefs for his reception in thdt Rrong place, after the 
execution of his projedls. . 

Upon the breaking out of the rebellion in the province of 11 drat, he 
had given orders to his nephew ali kouli khan, then at mesched, to 
march againR the abdollees with a large body of forces ; flridlly en- 
joining him, that whatever the exigencies of affairs might be, not to unite 
his troops with thofe of tamar as khan. The latter commanded in the 
eaRern frontiers, and was reputed a man of great experience and know- 
ledge of war he alfo had the fame injundtion with regard to ali kouh 
KHAN } however, they entered into a correl'pondence, which produced a 
mutual regard, and terminated in the jundlion of their forces. 

Nadir was thus extremely alarmed; it feemed as if he was betrayed 
on every fide, and moR of all by his own nephew. Things being thus cir- 
cumRanced, he wrote to ali koull khan, to fend tamaras khan 

* Kk 2 to 

» It is Ciid that this khan had formed a regiment of iafautry after iIk euko?ey\n manucr. 
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to him as & prifoner ; and apprchenfive that his nephew might not obey 
thofe commands, foon after he fent orders to tamaras khan,, to ari 
reft his nephew, and fend him to his camp. Neither of thefe orders 
were obeyed} on the contrary, a mutual communication of them pro- 
duced a firmer union, and more vigorous meaftires for their fecurity. 

When NADIR found that neither of thefe generals were obedient, and 
that the jun<ftidn of their forces rendered them at leaft as formidable as 
the royal army, he tried a further expedient to feparate them, which was 
to fend a nieffage to his nephew, conceived in very gentle terms, defiring 
him to come to his camp. Am kouli khan excufed himfelf, allcdging 
that the rebellion was not fupprefied, and confequently his abfence would 
be attended with dangerous confequenccs. In the mean while tama- 
ras khan had the fame invitation, and pleaded want of health. 


C H A P. XXXIV. 

Nadir marches to mesChed j and from thence to the plains of sultan 
AiEYDAN. He intends to maff'acre part of bis^ ewn arm)\ but is himfelf 
ajfaffinated, Difperfion of the Persian army. Motives of iukdivCs 
fuppofed intention of a majfacre. Refebiion on his death. 

I N this critical fituation of affairs, nadir took the refolution of march- 
ing to MESCHED, where he arrived towards the end of may. Thole 
who had efcaped the barbarity of his officers, became the objeds of his 
avarice, which was aggravated to a wanton fiercenefs in every Ipecies 
of cruelty. He then marched into the plains of sultan meydan, a 
day's journey to the north- weft of mesched. Here it is faid he called 
before him fome of the chiefs of the ousbegs, Turkomans, and other 
tartars, who compofed a great part of his army, and having fworn 
them to fccrefy and obedience, he difclofed his defign of putting to the 
fword all the Persians in his camp; and that he would play off a 
wacket at twelTc in the night, as a fignal to begin the maffacre : ‘that 

wlien 
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•when this work was done^ he would load them with me>ney and great 1747. 
honoufs j fwopofiiigi after he had ereaed a huge pyramid of Persian 
heads, tQ retire and etti his days at K/EL AT. 

A GEORGIAN (lave in nadir’s tent accidentally over-heard fome part 
of the conference, iii whith this bloody plot was refolved on. He imme- 
diately found means to difcover the fecret to the kurtcni bashi, who 
wlien night approached fent for feveral of the principal Persian ofticers of 
the army, and communicated this extraordinary piece of intelligence. 

They immediately difpatched fcouts to obferve the motions of the tah- 
tars, many of whom were reported to be whetting their fabres, as if 
fome expedition was intended. Minds deeply tindlured with jcalouly 
foon take alarm ; the leaft intimation of a defign fo horrid as this, might 
confirm their belief of it. Under this fatal extremity, what refolution 
could be taken but that nadir himfelf fliould die ? 


Saleh beg, an officer of great intrepidity, and colonel of the body- 
guard of AFSiiARS, offered his fervice for this purpofe, and demanded 
only four chofen men as followers. The ufual time of nadir’s going 
to reft being paft, and a few hours before the * fignal for the intended 
maffacre, saleh beg. and his followers, under a pretence of urgent bu- 
finefs, with fome kind of violence pafled the guard ; and rufhing into 
the outward partition of the harram met an eunuch, whom they dif- 
patched. From thence they proceeded into the harram, where they 
met an old woman, whom they alfo killed. They were, yet at a lofs in 
which of the tents ‘ nadir flept, till by the light of a lamp they dif- 
covered fome jewels : here they ruflied in and found him. Either he 
had not yet flept, or was awakened by the cries of the woman, and rofe 
from his bed. When the aflalEns approached him, nadir drew his 
fabre, and demanded what bufmefs they had : saleh beg made no an- 
fwer, but immediately cut him with his fabre on the left fide of hjs 
collar-bone. This did not prevent the shah’s colleding force fufficient 
to kill two of the foldiers who. came up to him tofinifli their leader’s bu- 
fineft. ^ He was then retiring out of bis tent, when the cords of ittrippi^d 
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*747* and iALEH BEG gave hi«i a raoftal wound. Nadir cry’d, ” Mercyv 
and 1 will forgive you all }” to which this officer reply ’d, “ You have 
not diewn any mercy, and therefore merit none.” 

Saleh beg having performed this important bufinefs, cut off i^adir’s 
head. The tartarvS, to whom the tyrant had always fliewn a diflin- 
guiflicd preference, no fooncr heard ‘that he was killed, than they ex- 
preffed the higheft refentment, and took to their arms ; upon which a 
general pillage and confuiiori enfued : in feveral quarters of the army 
they attacked the Persians, at once to revenge the death of their general, 
and afford the better opportunity of plunder * ; fo that before daylight 
above five thouland men on both fidcs were flain. The body of the 
Slaughter’d nadir was then produced ; the tartars infifted on feeing 
Jus head alfo, and being fatisfied that he was really dead, the whole 
•army difperfed. Some of them joined the forces of ali kouli khan, 
who at that time was at no great diftance. Others fought their refpec- 
tive homes, if fuch homes could then be found after fo great a change 
of affairs, and after a continued campaign for eighteen years. 

It is more than poffible that a maffacre of the Persians in nadir’s 
army was, really intended, however incredible the thing may appear, 
Maffacres have been known even in the chriftian world, for the purpofes 
of zeal, ambition, or falfe glory. The affair of dehlie is a proof that 
fuch a thought was not ftrange to the mind of nadir. It is natural for 
mankind to propofe fome end to themfelves, as the reward of their la- 
bours ; which can be no other than the enjoyment of reft. This hap- 
pens even to men who are formed only for adlion, and upon the trial 
enjoy no fatisfadion in reft ; fo much does the mind long for fome 
change in which life may become more grateful. Nadir’s avarice was 
DO longer fupportable ; he had filled up the meafure of his iniquities ; he 
had ruined Persia; he had loft the affedions of his fubjeds, to a de- 
gree that converted all their fentiments of obedience into a thirft of 
revenge, which they only wanted an opportunity to gratify; he knew 

' 1 have never been able to get any information concerning ihofe large jewels which omanitnt- 
crl the fne fets pf horfe-furnltuie belonging to naciii. It is probable they were pillaged, or bury- 
and loll on this occahon. 
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. this, and had no fenfibility of their fufFcrings. By the ftrength*of his own i 
underftanding, he might eafily forelee his fate approaching, if he did not 
take fome defperate means to prevent it. His nephew and tamaras 
KHAN, OF himfelf, muft fall ; unicfs he could feciue a fafc retreat inK/ELAi‘. 
This vt'as hardly pofilbla, whilft he was furrounded by numbers who 
fought his deftrudlion, and would sarry their whiles into execution, upon 
the leafl diminution of his authority. 

Many rcafons may be alligned, why fucb a man under fuch circum- 
ftances, fliould have recourfe to this expedient ; fmee the complicated 
motives of revenge and cruelty, with delpair of his own prefervation on 
other terms, might fugged it to him. On the other hand there are many 
circumdances which do not favour the opinion ; but it was generally report- 
ed and believed by the Persi ans. The manifedo’s publidied after nadir's 
death, only mention his cruelty and avarice in general. Ai.i kouia 
KHAN does acknowledge that he ivas in a conl'piraey againd his uncle, 
and that he had fent a perfon on purpofe to perpetrate tiie fadt ; conlv- 
quently it might have been effedled, without any fuch motive as the ap- 
prehenfion of an intended maffacre. It is however probable, that nadir 
v/as not v/ithout fufpiclon of the delign of his nephew j and, if he in- 
tended the madacre, v;e may fuppofe it v/as in conrequenlcc of that 
fufDicion. • 

Common fenfe and experience might teach us, that nadir’s ccnciudv. 
would produce a violent death at one time or other : no occafion could 
be more inviting than this:, for befides all tlie terrors of his pad cruelty, 
his army had nothing before their eyes, but th.e drtr.dful feene of civil 
w'ars, which had already laid wade lo great a part of tlieir country. The 
joint forces of aw kouh khan and tamaras khan had not yet com- 
mitted any hoftilitksj yet were thefe leaders in a date of rebellion ; and 
it was obvious,, that they would never fubmit to nadir, but by compul- 
live means. And for whom was nadir’s army to fight ? For a man v 
whom they deteded as a monder of cruelty and oppreffion. 

Thus fell this fcourge of the eadern world, at the age of fixty-one, 
afttr a reign of eleven years and three months, leaving a fatal proof how 
3 much 
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1747, qpiach it ls«in one man’s power, in an age of great corruption, to plunge a, 
whole nation into an abyfs of mifery j teaching alfo a ie^n, that the fove- 
reign who converts the mercy and juilice which ought to grace a throne 
into oppreffion and cruelty, muft expedt that Providence will fet bounds 
to his iniquity- By his example we like wife learn, that the m6ft am- 
bitious prince can never arrive at the power of doing much mifchief, till 
a people are devoted to a vain and luxurious life, eager only in the pur- 
fuit of trivial and unworthy gratifications, corrupt to an extreme, and loft 
to all fenfe of virtue. Could Persia have thus groaned under a world 
of miferies, but by the iniquity of Persians? That iniquity became the 
inftrument of their tyrant’s power j and never will there want a tyrant in 
any country, when the people are arrived to fuch an extreme of venality 
and corruption. 


PART 



PART VI. 

THE 

Character of NADIR SHAH. 

CHAP. XXXV. 

tief eSlions on the death and general charaSicr of nadir shah , jin ac- 
count of his pcrfon^ -coice^ ftrength^ arrnSy "valour^ memory^ diet^ drefs^ 
Icce of ’Women y cruelty y avarice y dijlrufy artftdnefsy clemency y liberality y 
gencraljhipy pohticsy 6cc. 

A S the foul has certainly a ccnfcioufnefs after death, we mull now 
leave poor nadir to revife his own a<£lions, and to conlider if 
an oblcure an<| early death had not been prefcrablo to all the 
pleafures and triumphs of his life j but he is in the hands of th/it JudgCj 
whofe laws it is our honour and happinefs to obey, and whofe councils 
it is impiety to fcrutinizc. 

The actions of this ufurper made fuch a fplendid figure even in the 
eyes of the European world, that for many years it was doubtful on 
what principles he adted j and confequently what praiies were his due. 
Time has now taught us to llrip them of all dilguife ; and as he who ye- 
llcrday waslord of the lives of millions, is now levelled with the meaneft, 
and k may be Jfeared the vileft of men, we may fpeak of him without 
referve. We may expatiate freely on the wonderful abilities by which he 
captivated thofe who were the inllruments of his impiety. 

Fortune and fuccefs arc apt to dazzle the tender fight of mortal man j 
omf to reprefent things as glorious, which in their nature are dctellablc. 
VoL. IV. L I Wliat 
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What millions has the phantom false glory facrificed at her altars f 
The adlions of great conquerors, How unworthy foever, are often ^viewed 
in diftant ages and remote regions, not with wonder and amazement only, 
but even with envy. But the prolpcdl of eternity muft convince us, 
that to die for the fervice of our fellow-creatures is really glorious ; 
whilft thofe who trample upon a prbftrate world, and violate the laws 
of humanity, are but as dreadful ftorms, or peftilential blafts, to exe- 
cute the wrath of an offended God. Men who trace the paths of glory 
by the light of fire and fword, can have no right to be remembered, 
except it be with horror or indignation. 

To enter deep into the charadlers of men, even of our own country 
and religion, is no vulgar talk ; but if we travel into remoter regions, 
where the manners and genius of a nation differ very much, to unravel 
all the foldings of a heart, diflinguiflied from among a whole people, by 
a mixture of qualities unintelligible upon common principles, the under- 
ftanding is puzzled. In charadlers like that of nadir kouli, we may 
trace out the cruelty of a nero ; the fubtlety of a hannibal j the valour 
of a sciPio; the artfulhefs of a cromwell ; with the fortune, as well 
as the cataftrophe, of a c/esar: nor will thefe make up the compo- 
Jition, till we add the avarice of a vespasian ; and blend them all with 
an unpolifhed brutal temper, fuch as mean educations are apt to exhibit, 
when poffefled of great power. 

The minute'ft circumftances relating to thofe, who have been the ob- 
jects of our aftonifhment, afford fatisfadlion to the mind. I will there- 
fore mention fuch particulars, relating to nadir kouli, as have reached 
my knowledge, and which did not occur, or could not be fo properly 
inferted, in the body of this hiftoricai account. Thofe, to whom his 
perfon was familiarly known, agree that his countenance was expreflivc 
rather of an ingenuous mind, than a cruel difpofition. He was an af- 
snar, as already mentioned; and his face was rounder, and his nofe 
lefs inclined to the roman, than the Persians generally are. His hair 
was black ; his eyes large and expreffive; his forehead high; and, his 

2 complexion 
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complexion fwarthy. His body was robuft j and his ftaturq about 
feet : his flioulders were round His whole countenance and perfon 


were awful, particularly when he ipoke. 


His voice was fo ftrong and fonorous, as to be audible to an incredible 
diflance ; and the effect it had upon his own foldiers, as well as an 
enemy, when he gave his commands in the field of battle, proved one 
great ftep to his advancement to the regal power. 


His corporal flrength was not lefs inftrumental to his fortune. The 
extreme indulgence which had been fliewn him by nature in the vigour 
of his oonftitiition, received an accumulated force by the liabit of his life. 
The battle-ax is one of the mod antient weapons among the orientals, 
but it had been for fome years much neglc^Sted in Persia ; nadir re- 
llored the u.^e of it in a more particular manner : it was his favourite 
weapon, infomuch that before he alTumed the diadem, he was generally 
ftiled the ax-khan. Afterwards he was often fecn with a battle-ax in 
his hand, playing with it in his tent of audience. His blows with this 
weapon carried with them inevitable death, of which he gave many 
proofs. 

His memory was as romarkable, as his perfe<5l knowledge of*the genius 
and temper of the Persians. He could at all times eafily recolle<fl the 
names, perfons, and charailers, of all thofe with whom he had any con- 
nection He had ftudied the date of the finances, and knew the particu- 
lar revenues of every province : but he was fo great a mafter of the art of 
ways and means, that he over-fhot his mark, and by his opprefiions quite 
dedroyed his own end. As he had no turn to contemplation, his fpirits 
were free and untired by any reflections but what immediately arole from 

L 1 2 his 


• The orient At. people generally are round-fhouldercd, arifmg from their manner of fittings and 
this occallons there being very Iktie of majelly in their gak. What is related of him con- 

cerning his dictating to fcveral fecrecaries at the fame time, I apprehend arofe from the notion that 
jui.ius c/T. SAR did this- I will not difpute the abilities of either the roman or the Persian hero; 
but as the letters of the latter are contained in few words, the matter being given in general terms, 
the fccrctary performs the office, and then reads the^ettcr« And here it be pbferved, that there 
have been fome inllances of their reading dilFcrcntly from what they wrote, which has been the 
^ceafion of great villanics and perplexities* 
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Ijis iii the fieM. Hfe was fkr advanced itt lilfe befdre Ite Irad. 

learnt to read i nor did any part Of Ins 'kno’wledge depend the leaft on 
books. His prefence of mind was very remarkable * ; and his refolutions 
were alnioft as quick as his thoughts : hence he did many things extra- 
vagant and abfurd. • 

At one part of his Hfe he drank freely of wune and brandy, but after- 
wards abflained from the latter entirely, and ufed the former in fuch a 
proportion only, as gave the greater energy to his thoughts, and fup- 
ported the a<£livity and flrength of his body. The ufe of wine is con- 
trary to the MAHOMMEDAN law, but his example recommended it to his 
foldiers. He ufed to feed Jiberaliy upon a fimple diet ; yet he would 
march a whole day upon the flrength of a few parched peafe, which it 
is common for the Persians to carry in their pockets. 

His drefs was not remarkable ; his mind feerned to be fuperior to ex- 
ternal pomp or luxurious foftnefs. His pride was in precious flones y., 
with which his diadem w^as adorned, and he wore feveral in his turbant 
alfo. He waS often feen with a large faphire in his hand, with which he 
ufed to amufe himfelf in his tent. It was fiid, that he always wore a 
coat of mail of chain-work under his cloaths : this is not improbable, 
con/idering the knowledge he had of tlie refentment of the people to- 
wards him. Ide affeited to go thinly clad, and recommended this ex- 
ample to his foldiers. 

. It is reafonable to believe, that mens paffions are flrong in proportion 
to what is generally umlcrflood by flrength of mind, and in feme mea- 
fure conncdled with the appetite. Where religion and the cuflom of 
a country fubferibe to any favourite inclination, it would be furprizing, 
if a man polTcITed of a boundlcfs power, did not give as boundlefs a 
fcope to fuch inclination. Nadir was remarkable for his love of yvo- 
men. It was faid, that fome years before his death, a virgin was 
brought to his bed every night : thefe are ftories however which are ri- 
diculous. He contented himfelf latterly with thirty-three women * ; 

• fome 

* See page 71, y I have already had occafion to mention the horfe-furnlturess 

Vol. I. pnge 255. * Thefe had about the fame number of female fervants and at- 

tendants, which conftituted the number mentioned in Vol. I. page 249* 
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.fbttaje ©f wfe©m tong i?etained a place ia iw's favour. In itis wj^rs iu TUit- 
REV, he often carried his foi'agUo with him, 

a 

His deteftation oF fodomy was extreme : but though he had frequent 
occafiops of making examples of the pradtifers of thvit hn, yet I never 
heard that he interfered but once j and then he caufed the malefa£lGr’'s 
eyes to be put out, his ears, his hofe, and his lips to be cut off: un- 
der thefe miferable circumllances, this man put himfelf to death. In 
what manner the Persians formerly regarded this lin, appears from 
the condudl of shah seffie towards a youth, who, in refilling this 
atrocious crime, ftabbed his own mafter, a khan of great diftindlion, 
for which the shah condemned him to be torn to pieces by dogs. The 
fame fortitude which induced this youth to deliver himfelf by fuch dc- 
fperate means, fnpported liim to the laft j and he died with the utmofl 
bravery. 

As to cruelty, it at length became a kind of diverhon to nadi .i ; tliis 
was chiefly excited by avarice, and jealoufy of lus own fecurity, as well 
as a habit of infenlibility. I never indeed heard that he put any man to 
death, i.n cold blood, with his own hands, after iiis advancement to tiie 
diadem : this is more than can be faid of fome of tiieir fornyer princes, 
who lawfully poffelled tlie regal dignity j for the Persian kings througii 
many ages have been remarkable for great inhumanity. How very different 
arc the chriftian and mahommedan princes ? The former, who under ■ 
Hand their dignity, never appear in cafes of executions* j the latter dc- 
light to he prefent, being otherwife didident that their orders v,’i!l not be 
performed. Nadir faw the executions of all tiiofe who were put to 
death in his camp'’, nor ever appeared in t!ie lead; diifurbecl. 

When mens crimes become various and complicated, and the judge blends 
his private paffions or refentments with the exercife of his office, in what 
an extremity of mifery muft a nation be involved, where juftice is thus ad- 

3. miniflered ? 

* The laie king of Portugal was, indeed carried away wkh falfe notions of religion, lb as to 
be prefent, incog, at the burning of the jews. ^ The pi r iatm judges, either civil 

ojr failitary, who fit on caufes, are obliged to be prefent at the execution of their own fentences ; 
when it does not extend to death, they mitigate or Incrcafe as they think proper. 
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mipiftered | Some inftances of nadir’s cruelty were t^ie efFeAs of policy. 
Upon occalion of his memorable exploit of driving the a^'Ghans out of 
PERSIA®, when he entered Isfahan in triumph, one of his foldiers violated 
the wife of a Persian of diftineftion. The man complained to nadir, 
that he could not live after fo great an indignity; “ No,” fays nadir, 
“ 1 think you cannot,” and immediately ordered him to be ftrangled. 
He then explained to his officers the reafon of his condu(5l in thefe 
terms, I make no doubt but you will confider me as very cruel, for 
“ taking this man at his word ; but what can I do in fuch times as thefe ? 
“ A vi<5lorious army cannot always be reftrained. Had 1 redrefled this 
“ man’s wrongs, I fliould have a hundred fuch complaints made to me, 
and my time would be taken up in chaftifing my foldiers, inftead of 
“ employing them to conquer the enemies of our country.” However, 
he altered his rule of conducfl in this particular, of which I have related 
fome inftances. 


He often fuffered feveral to pafs with impunity, though he knew they 
gave him no ]efs harffi an appellation than villain j but towards thofe 
who exercifed their wit in keener fatyr, he was inexorable. It is a com- 
pliment amongft the Persians, to fay upon the entrance of a gueft. 
Your pl&ce was very void*'.” In the maufolemu which nadir caufed 
to be bujit at mesched, for his reception after death, fomebody wrote 
on the walls in very pathetic terms j “ Oh! nadir, how full of thy 
“ renown is every corner of the earth ! Thy name indeed is very great j 
“♦ but thy place here is very void.” Severe inquifition was made for the 
author of this writing ; it was concluded to be done by fome man of 
letters; and many mullahs were brought to a trial: to compel them 
to a difeovery, fome were whipt to fuch an extremity, tliat they expired 
under the lafh. 

In allufion to nadir’s exaltation, a certain perfon obferved of a foun- 
tain in ISFAHAN, that the higher the water was thrown up, the greater 
was the velocity of its fall. Nadir never wanted the bafe inftrumenti 
of tyranny to acquaint him of the minnteft a<ftions j and this man grati- 
fied his wit at no lefs an expence than his life. . 

None 

In iyzj. This anfwcrs to. Your ^:oinpany was wanted- . .. 
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None of their iformer kings ever inflidled punifhments ii? a greater 
yarietji, or with circumftances more whimfical and extravagant, than 
NADIR. • Two perfons of diftiniStion wrote to him feveral times, com- 
plaining of each other : at length they were both fent for to the camp. 
It is probable he knew the charadters of thefe men ; but without enter- 
ing into the merits of either of their complaints, he pronounced them 
both rafcals i And fince,” fays he, you are fo fond of troubling me 
“ with your epiftles, I will Ipoil your fportf’ accordingly he ordered 
the eyes of both of them to be put out. His wantonnefs in cruelty was 
not lefs apparent, in the inftance I have mentioned of the dancer 
Another time he ordered a man’s teeth to be pulled out, for no other 
reafon than their being buck-teeth. The ftory of his caufing shave rdi 
BEG to be beaten, in order that he might remember the charge which 
was given him ‘, had humour and judgment mixed with barbarity. 

He treated common men and delinquents of the highefl: rank without 
much diftindlion of perfons. It was no unufual fight in the chancery, 
to fee thofe who had been the day before baftinadoed armoft to death, 
whofe eyes had been put out, or their nofe cut* off, yet brought before 
him to be further quefiioned. Upon thefe occafions they h^^e often 
lank down -thro’ pain or want of reft: and thefe miferable objedls have 
been alfo obliged to travel with the camp. When nadir lent for any 
pcrfon, if he did not inftantly come, the mellengers drove him with 
blows ; and thofe who have made any Ihort delay, to finifii their 
prayers or to perform any other weighty bufinefs, have been often 
baftinadoed. 

The avarice of this tyrant was no lefs remarkable than his cruelty. 
It was his cuftom, according to the practice of former kings, to fend for 
the governors of the provinces, however remote from his camp, to ap- 
pear before him every new-year’s-day. His intention in this very fre- 
quently was to muldl them, or put them to death. His ordinary me- 
thod was to interrogate them concerning the Hate and condition of the 

^ province, 

• Vol. I, page 256* * Vol* I, page 219, » The MAHOMkixoAKa are 

ituich ilri^er in this reTpCcl than tibc ebriiitans* .. 
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jrrovrocCi ^lid of their own behaviour in particokr. From thence he 
proceeded to tiMing and fuperfluous queftions, concluding that he flip- 
pofed they had defrauded him of large fums, “ How much/.’ fays he, 

“ of my money have you eaten ; and in whofe hands is it lodged? ” 
Thefe queftions were ordinarily followed by ‘the baftinado, to induce 
them to condemn themfelves, or to accufe other people of being depo- 
fitaries of confiderable fums. It frequently happened that thefe perfons, 
either to avoid the pain of corporal punifliments, or with the hopes of 
being reftored to their governments, have given in a fictitious lift of per- 
fons as their debtors, with the fums due from each, and alio of ettcdls 
depolited in their hands. They even took this occalion to gratify their 
private refentments, by mentioning thole as their debtors, who had given 
them any offence. The confequence of thefe declarations was the iiTuing 
a decree, ordering the collcdlion of fuch fums and eftedls by the fevereft 
cN'eciitions of military law, without any liberty of appeal previous to the 
payment. If thefe pretended debtors, after a fevcrc beating were found 
incapable of payment, orders were often given to colledf fuch fums. from 
the province. The governors were frequently guilty of enormous extor- 
tions and cruelties, without giving a true account of what they had tlius 
uniuftly cblledted ; yet the complaints of the people fcldom obtained them 
any relief; for the elders or principal perfons of the provinces, who 
were generally called on to appear as witnelTes againft their governors, 
were often compelled to make good tlieir allegations, by paying the de- 
ficiency of the shah’s demands, after the fequeftration of the governor's 
eltcifts. He carried the matter fo far that upon a certain occafion, wljen 
he found himfelf diftrefted how to anfwer one who Jjad vindicated his 
conduct, he faid to him, “ You rafeal, did not you drink cold water ‘ 

It does not appear, from any circumftance of the firft ftage of this 
man’s life, that his temper was avaricious. It is natural to believe, that 
lie thought nothing could fecure his ufurpation better than the poverty 
of the people, as the moft efiecflual means of preve.nting their rebellions, 
or of rendering them abortive. This is the beft argument that can be 

brought 

^ Tli<? ordinary tc*fm in VriRSiA fbr embezzlement. ^ This is an inftance €f faclv fiap;rant 

tyranny, as hardly comjs witJuii the limit;* of belief, yet I have been ahured that it is TcaJ ly true. 
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brought in extenuation of that crime, vvhicli .at length became the gre^it 
moving principle to drown pkrsia in blood. Poverty without doubt 
Wets a great difeouragement, and often proved a bar to the fuccefs of 
their attempts againft him. But what can we fay of his unjufl and cruel 
treatment of private perffens, merely for the fake of what they pollelled j 
wliere there was not the leaft realbn to fiifpedt their loyalty ? 


In 1740, feveral diftridls in giiii-an were ordered to equip foldiers 
for the fervice of the crown, and to be anfwerabic in the penalty of one 
tliouland crowns ^ for each dcfertcr. Tliis proved a fouice of oppref- 
fion ; for thefc recruits were generally ill paid, and ill treated in the army, 
that tliey might be tempted to defert ; and the payment of the pen.tlty 
v.;!S .Jways rigoroufly exacted of. the fecuiities. 


When he found himlclf bound in honour to dlfapprove of the be- 
ll iviour of Ills governors, of whofe unjull conduct all poillblc evidence 
h.id f'Cen ins decrees for reilitulion to the complainants were 

gr!'.r,;- idv i in fuch ambiguous terms, as rendered’ the application 

vi. \ tious, and the ilfue of them oftewtimes unluccefsful. Sen- 
fiblc of l,;s p,\ dominant v'icc, his greatefl officers greedily amaffied riches, 
as the furefl; me. ms of their prefervation ; though it frequently happened, 
thofc VC rv riclies were tlie caufe of their deitrudlion. Ilaviiig been, often 
thalicngod. to anfwcr for their corruption, feveral of the moil confrclcra- 
blc amoogil them, at length refolvcd to keep a regular accormt of all 
prefents tfsey received, that in cafe of need they might produce it ; bat 
fU'il it \va^ a misfortune to poil'cfs any money j for NADin feidom thoiiglit 
lie had got their all. Shew and equipage is a favourite pallion among 
the imKsiANS, yet 1 obferved the governors wim came to anl'wer for 
ti^eir condudi:, and otlier great ofiicers, chofc to vvid.k on foot in thjo 
camp, rather than appear in any circumflanccs of affluence. As to the 
olnccrs of inferior rank, they imagined their fecurity conhiled in re- 
fiifing prefents. 

Avarice, 


k 
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* Avarice* the peculiar weaknels of old age, increafed on nadir with 
his years : yet his rapacioufnefs might not be entirely an effe<5t of this 
paffion. If we conhder the vaft cxpence of his army ; the impoffibility 
of railing taxes upon his people, in the latter part of his reign j and that 
his fafety depended on the military power with which he was furround- 
ed j his INDIAN treafure, though reputed very large, was not fufficient 
to check his apprehenfions of want. At length he gave a ftanding 
order to his miniflers, not to prefent any petitions to him that were re- 
pugnant to the intereft of the crown j by which was plainly meant, 
that he would do no other a(5l of juftice in money affairs, than the bare 
payment of his army. 

The feizure he made on his own fbldiers, on the banks of the indus, 
is as diflinguifhcd a proof of his avarice, as of his refolution. From that 
time he laid claim to all diamonds and jewels of value, that were expo- 
fed to fale in his dominions ; alledging, that he had been defrauded of 
them, on the occafion of his Indian conqucil} or that they were Ifolen 
out of his jewel-houfe. ^ He has more than once puniflied offenders of 
this fort vvith baffonading, and even with death; and, in thefe cafes, 
befide thc‘lofs of the precious ffones, he infli«3:ed a mul<ft of equal 
value. 

Jealoufy and diflruft, in all their horrid forms, will ever wait in the 
chambers of tyrants, and torment them “ before their time.’’ Nadir's 
great officers were fo fenffble of this, that they were afraid to converfe even 
with ftrangers, except when they were upon duty in their tribunals. 
Neither did they dare to vifit each other in their tents, except in the day- 
time ; 

** TLis is a common notion in arbitrary countries, where the prince and hi.s fubje^fU are ofien con * 
fidercd in fo different a I ght, that many a^ls of juftice arc omitted, out of a religious regard to the 
xuccreft of the crown, as they are pleafcd to call it. Perhaps it is from the lame notion, tJiat 
even in fo polite and free a country as great Britain, the debts of a decrafed prince are pa:d 
v^ery late, and fometimes not at all. This conduct feems to be void of ceconoir.y, if not of jaliicc. 
If it is underftood as a condition, that when a prince dies, the tradefman itiuft lofe his money, there 
ought at leaft to be fome method in payments wlvilft he lives ; and, in the mean while, the prmco 
mult pay dear for all that he confumes tliat is bought on truft. 

4 
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time ; and that only in the prefence of their fervnnts, or other vvitiiefil4, 
left a lui'picion ftiould be conceived of their caballing againft I’iin ", 
made «o fcruple of telling the people that he was apprized of their dif- 
affedliony but that he neither regarded it nor them. An arrow was lliot 
once iyto his quarters with a libel, accufing him of tyranny and irreli- 
gion i demanding of him if he was a devil or god j a tyrant, a king, or 
a prophet ? That if he was a godf, they would fupplicate his mercy to 
avert their puniflimentj if a king, they intreated him to fliew clemency ; 
if a prophet, to produce his miftion r To this paper nadir made a very 
dilpadionate anfvver : “ I am neither god nor devil, tyrant nor prophet ; 
“ but I am one feat from God, to punilh an iniquitous generation of 
“ men.” This anfwer was written, and copies of it annexed to the 
libel, and placed in the molt confpicuous part of the camp : a promife 
of pardon was alfo made to tlie author, if he would difeover himfelf 5 
,ind a coniidcrablc reward to any perfon who fliould difeover him. 

Much may be alledged for the fufpicious turn whicit he took; for the 
PERSIANS are as gentle, foft, and perfuafive in their manners, as they 
are full of cunning and deceit. They are polite, and afteeft condefeen- 
iion to ftrangers or guefts j but where they havb any p>ovver or authority, 
their deportment is fclfifli, haughty, and infolent : to this w,e may add 
;i ilrong propenfity to rebellion. From his carlieft life nadir had an 
experimental knowledge of tliem, in all their feveral ranks and condi- 
tions ; and feemed now to have adopted as an invariable maxim, tliat 
they could be ruled only with a rod of iron. Thus feveral caufes con- 
curred to cheiifti a cruel, jealous difpolition. As he mounted the throne 
by means of the corruption and immorality of the people, policy ftill re- 
quired him to fow the feeds of a jealous enmity among the principal per- 
ibns under his command. 

How dreadful the fituation of a tyrannical king, when the very 
union of his fubje«fts is the greateft objed; of his terror j and their mu- 
tual hatred and dhguft eftential to his fupport ! Religion was ftill the 

M m 2 cloak 

^‘^Sec Vol. I. page 1B9. ® Though this may not be the proper charat^leriiUc of the 

people^ yet it feems to be an efteft of their prcfeiu immorality, as well as rcfcQUncnt of tyranny. 
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cloak to fonient animofitles. The Persians profeffed a veneration for. 
ALT, and their expounders of the khoran ; whiilf the tartars, and 
other nations, of which his army was chiefly compofed, were of tile fcfl 
of the SUNNIS. Nadir ranked himfeif fliriilly with neither'’, but was 
equally attentive to gratify both, whenever the. occafion required: His 
grcatefl; iupport arofe from the multitude of his fpics and emillaries, de- 
tached into every part of tlie empire. His public officers and private 
agents, growing fufpicious of each other, were equally impatient of giving 
the fi'Il iniormation, of any fccret delign, or even difa.ffcdlion, in pre- 
judice to their mafter. Thus the ncartil relations and moil intimate 
friends, often entertained a jealoufy of each other. Thofe who had anv 
Iioncily in their nature, might he fometimes tempted for their oatlis fake, 
and to prevent the cffufioii of blood, to give intelligence ; the envious 
and revengeful to gratify their private paffions; his mercenaries for their 
intcrelt : and almoll in general were they dcfirous of fliaring tlic ffieil;- 
of ruined provinces } tlius tearing cut the entrails of their common g-a- 
rent, and rendering thcmlclvcs inllrumental to their own dcllr'sciion. 
Every facial virtue was neglected ; common i’aith and comuu'n Iioncfy 
v/ere little more among rhem, than bare names,, Under thele circum- 
ilanccs, hoiv could they be delivered from the power of o.nc tyrant., 

out faliiiig into the liands of another ? 

» 

Y/liiin; nadir’s glory was ripening, it was lus policy to make great 
profeflions of edeem to thole whofe fervices lie Hood in need of; but 
afierwards he acied on tiic wretched maxim, that a king has no friciid 
Cl relation. Gratitude confequentiy could not appear as a princely virtue, 
nor Iiavc any leat in his bread ; on the contrary, lie feemed didident, 
liiut thofe who vrcrc capable of a zealous contern for his intered from a 
principle of aiTcftion, might on the fame princip>le be partial to otln r$ 
add, it’ iris conduct Ihould render him ungrateful to them, 'i’ins feemed 
to be tiie general rule he obferved, with lome few exceptions ; lines we 
find that the virfuance and moderation of mustapha khan and cos- 
SIM KUAN, tlie only two perfons whofe condufl I ever lieard com- 
mended, fapported them; and we mud amidd all his crimes do nadir 

the 

\Vc iiavc already explained ius poIUcial inclination to tlie fed of tlie sunn k. 
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the jLiftice to remeniber, that he cheriflied thefe men to the iaft. Tfus 
feerns to prove how irrehilible the charms of virtue are ; and that die 
fubjccts of PERSIA were in generrd almofl as little deferving mercy, as 
their king was difpofed to diew it. But the amiable qualities of the 
n}iad being fo rare, they could be no great objects of his dread : the 
pcrfedlions mod level to his obicsvation, and which druck moil forci- 
bly on his mind, were corporal drengtii and valour. 'I’iiough he often 
flood in need of tlicfc, tlie perfon who acquircii any diflingui/hed re- 
putation for tlicm, became the objedl of liis envy, if not of his fear. 
Of this they told me a remarkable florv : 

A certain mim easiu had often dillinguidrcd liimfeif in the field 
of battle : Itis (kill in the ufe of the fabre was not Icfs extraordinary than 
his corporal ib'cngth, and he was at length made a khan. Tlie per^ 
siANs, in tlofa' hyperbolical manner of fpeaking, fay, that this man could 
cut a n.ule wadi a pack-faddle on her back tlirough at one ilrokc. It 
is liardiy cre.iib’c IrjW mucli (he per-iaks eflccm bodily drength and 
military rda/ililics ; Ka'.nin cad a jealous eye on this ptifon 5 and as if 
r.e nu'.iu': to try his virtue, lie gave him tiic ch.u-ye of a beautiful pirL 
i:o be carricil to his lu'oilu'r irraujm /:iian. On L'nc way he debauclicd 
her; anvl inaAniM (iilgovcring the indigrdty, i'ent her back to die king his 


brotlicr. 


It is eaiy to imagine, that nadir vaould rednt tiic adiont alfo; 
in diort, lie vov.cil to ihed the Idooii of tlie offender. Riza kouli 


MYRZA, t t!i in Iiigli favoui vvitli his father, liad a very particulu- re- 
garvi ior this ohicvi' ; lie ;ittcndcd tlic prifoner hcUire the. su All’s *■ pavilicji, 
pleadedi ins cauic, and ontained Ids pardon. Nadir, for the fake of Ids 
vow, ordcied a bit of tlie odendcr’s car to be cut od'. Tins however 
was but a temporary reprieve ; f -.on af er j;c was lent to burn a turk- 
isu vi!l ige ; but belore it was poliVnlc (or Idui to arrive there, he was 
recalled, and ciuedioned whv lie Iiad imt rcrlormeil Ids orders; and after 
fcvcral imnerious infuits, madir commanded that he dioukl be draugled. 
Before the bovv-dring was tlirown alK-nt his neck, he made a dgn, as if 
he iiad foinetldng of importaiicc to communicate; and, as is ullnd in 

fuch 

Co •nmardcr of a ihoufuiJ liorfc*. ^ The ciicumP^anccs fccni to inoicatC; tlat this event 

\kas a Ltilc before he was •.leclared 
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cafe, a rufpcnfion was permitted. The khan availed himfclf of 
interval, to plunge out of the hands of the executioners j and fcizlng 
the fabre of one near him, rufecd forward towards the shah, who role 
from .hi:> feat, and retired before his enemy. The attendants near the 
royal pavilion interpofed, and killed the delinquent, but not before he 
had flain three of them. This circumftance was one great caufe, why 
ilie people in general, as well as the prifoners, who were brought before 
the SHAH, were kept at a greater diftance than common. 

The natural pride of the Imman heart is flattered, when our fuperiors 
bring thcn)fcives down to our level. Tire general, who is not over-tender 
of his perfon, becomes the minion of the common foldiers •, but if to cou- 
rage he adds liberality, he fubducs their hearts. Nadir was a mailer of 
every art of this fort, and in Jiis firft appearances in life, gained the un;- 
verfal affedlion of the army. He was no fooner veiled with a command, 
than he became affiduous to ingratiate himfelf with the foldiers, not only 
by procuring them their pay in due time, but alfo good cloathlng at an. 
eafy price, with the addition of occalional gifts. He was not ignorant 
of the ufe of clemency, in circumflanccs of great importance. A party 
of onsREG-s, who had done him llgnal fervicc in battle, afterwards dc« 
ferted froip him : he fent a body of troops, and brought them to his 
camp as prifoners : they expedled death ; but he bid them continue to 
ferve him fliithfelly, as they hiid already done, and made every private 
man the prefent of fifty crowns, and gave five hundred to each officer. 
The revolt of foldiers, on whom he moll depended for the fecurity of his 
p*erfon, as w'ell as the advancement of his glory, might have been attended 
with very dangerous confequcnces. But he no fooner carried his point, 
than he adopted new principles. Common prudence indeed obliged him 
to be watchful of the oeconomy of his army j yet the meannefs of his 
education could not be corredled by his advancement to the diadem j and 
whihl jealouly and diflrufl; became his conflant companions, cruelty and 
avarice gained the afeendant over him, in every a<5lion of the latter part 
of his life > this appeared in many circumfl:an«es, not ofily towards his 
army, but to the people in general. 



Chap.XXXV. NADIR SHAH. 279^ 

No part of nadir’s charadler was more diflingulfhcd, than that of a, 
general ,j he lived in the field in the feveral charadters of a peafant, a 
captive, a fervant, a robber, a foldier, a general, and a king. Bred up 
in all the arts and fubtleties of the tartars, he acquired a great pro- 
ficiency in the practical knowledge of robbery. Hence it is cal'y to ima- 
gine, that a perfon of his extraordinafy natural talents and pcrfonal firength, 
fliould become forward, bold, and enterprizing. Enured to a military 
life, he acquired a ftrong inclination for that variety which a continued 
change of place is apt to create. The intrepidity which he poflefled in 
fo eminent a degree, is a dazling quality among men profefling arms j 
but fuccels eftabliihed his characfler as an able and fortunate general. 
His perfon and voice were inftrumental to his promotion, but his va- 
lour w'as not lefs fo. They feem to have adted reciprocally on each 
other j and the confeioufnefs of his fuperiority over moll other men, 
rendered him dauntlcfs to a degree of amazement j yet were his mo- 
tions generally diredted with great prudence : the fiime prefence of mind 
which afiilled him on all emergencies, taught him alfo how to confult his 
own fafety ; for it cannot be imputed entirely to fortune, that he was 
never wounded. In the height of Ijis grandeur, he would upon any 
emergency, out-march jiis baggage, and fufler any hardihip incident to 
a common foldier. ^ 

His quicknefs of obfervation where his forces were weakeil, and his 
prefence of mind in fuccouring them, ever gave him a wonderful fupe- 
riority over his enemies. His refolution feerned to infpire his people with 
a determined purpofe to conquer or die j nor did his ofiicers ever behave 
ill with impunity. In adlion, he generally tired many horfes, being 
never long milling where his prefence was needful. Upon thefe occa- 
fions he was wont to addrefs his men in fucli familiar terms, as feerned 
to demonllrate an opinion, tiiat a foldier will not perform his duty well, 
when he has no regard for his general. He found it indifpenfahly ne- 
cclfary to keep his army in motion, to prevcsit thofe confpiracics, for 
which a great part of his foldiers were always ripe j by this means alfo, 
the. people in the remote parts of the empire were kept in awe, and 

he 
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Jie was ready to oppofc the invafion of his n<jigliboiirSj or to maliC 
conqucfts. . 

t 

As iie enjoyed great health, and was enured to exercife, h5!5a6bivlty was 
hardly to be exceeded. I! is mind was ftrongly tinefiured with th? notion 
of predeftinatien, and he became fo much the more dauntlels by it; yet 
we do not find that he tell into the abfurd practice of deviating from the 
diftates of common lenfc, with which this crroiicous principle fometimes 
affects its votaries. He feldom placed a confidence that was unuecefiary, 
or expofed himfelf to a danger that was avoidable. In the condu<5t of his 
wars, lie ever preferred Ifratagcms to force. Ilis ni.'rches were always 
amazingly rapid, and his progrefs fo irregular, and contrary to tlie oi liinary 
rules of war, tluit he confounded his enemies. Thus he often defeated 
their befl laid fehemes, and attacked them wlierc they were lerdt able to 
defend themfelves. Yet in matters of the greateft moment, his refoluliotis 
were generally fo quick and furpafiing ordinary npprelienfiona, that it j'cem- 
cd doubtful whether they were the cffedls of a ,!olid iudgmeiit, or a blind 
temerity. Under the dithculties in which he was often involved, irrcfoln - 
tion feemed to be whatJic dreaded mod ; nor did lu.: d.uc to aik ad\ ice, 
left he fhoLiId weaken the fuperiority by which he governcik T he neighi- 
boLiring mahommedan dates, after feme ytfars knowledge of iiim, 
conceived fuch an opinion of his penetration, and fuch a dread from 
his fortune, as to aferibe to him a kind of pieteniatural power. TIk? 
fame notions, amojig his own p>eople, often led tliem to betray tlicmfelvcs, 
and defert their own caiifc. 


As to religion, it was uncertain wliat Ids notions were: before a battle, 
it was Iris condant. cudom to prodrate liimfclf for the ipace of a mir.nte, 
and make an ejaculatory prayer ; tiris being the chief, if not tire foie adc 
of religion, of which he gave any demondration, as the persiaxs con- 
fidently relate of him. 


Never was a man more indefatigable with regard to perfonal application 
and attcndaricc to every duty of a commander : and it was ids pradlicc in 
the height of fummer, and fometimes at other ieafons, to come to his tent 
of audience early in the mvorning, often making it a fccond vifit before itoon, 

and 


1 
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and fpending many hours of the evening in the fame manners. He wa^ 
pnndual in the payment ofhis army, and took a furprizing care that his 
camp fltQuld be fupplied with the neceflaries of life j but at the fume time 
he received great advantages by being the foie vender of cloth, and Tome 
other commodities to his* foldiers, conflantly employing a perfon under 
the denomination of the shah’s merchant. 


Whether it arofe from the fuperiority of his genius that he neglefted 
forms, or from the narrovvnefs of his education that he could not hll up 
the charadler, he often forgot the dignity of a kiiig. Upon tlic occahon 
of his giving a government to a certain ptrfon, lie fpokc to this cfrc<5f : 
“ Remember that you arc not to have any communication vvitli tJie 
“ MULLAH but I know that you will go to him by night % and vou 
“ will talk of me j he will confefs there is not fuel) a king in the world 
as I am, but at the fame time he will tell you I am a rafeal ", and 
have no mere}': take heed liow you li lien to his fuggellions.” Nor 
was he Icfs ingejiuous upon many occalions. Having alked if there were 
any prince on the earth greater than hirnfclf and the grand fignior ; and 
being anfwercd, that there were not any, he replied, “ You are mif- 
“ taken j the uasha of bagdat is greater tlian either of us ; for both 
“ of us have been endeavouring to reduce him to our fubjcclion, but his 
fortune and conduct have been fuperior to our attempts 


Many circumllanccs of the politics of this extraordinary man were un- 
fathomable, particularly in his punilhlng offenders j petty crimes he often 
challilcd with heavy punirtiments, wdrild offences of tlie blickcfl dvc 
fometimes paffed with impunity, or a flight refentment. Even thole 
who had been in open rebellion againll him, he has more than once 
reinflated in their oflicc, or preferred them to greater dignities, of whicli 
TAGHI KHAN IS a remarkable inllancc. Thus he feemed inclined to 
trull thofe who had been his avowed enemies, rather than fuch as he 
had not yet proved. 


^ A ccitdin pricil whom nadir iu{nc!h'd of dijarfcN^lion. 
wlicy they would lit, with other circiimilaiicetE 

pape lie. 
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the li¥tter part of his reign he had no counfellor ; and his minidcrs 
in moft repute were fo far from being admitted to any kind of famt - 
liariiy, that they dared not enter his tent. WJien they had bufinefs with 
him, they flood in the open air within the femicircle of his attendants, 
being rarely allowed to fit down. It muft be ‘obferved, that the rank 
to which he promoted tiiem was a rbward for their valour, and their 
knowledge of tlic aits of extortion, not for their wifdom or probity j 
from whence it naturally followed, that men of the meaneft extra»5tion 
often poflefled the highefl offices. 

The flatc of mankind is fo corrupt, that actions even of the brigheft 
hue frequently endanger the fecurity of the a<5tor, by the malice, envy, 
avarice, or ambition of other men. This has been in no country more 
Verified in thefe latter ages, than in Persia. To thofe uncommon 
talents which nadir poflelTed, had he joined humanity and probity 
of rnlnd, it would be rcafonable to think he might have been the in- 
ftrument to prevent the ruin of that unhappy country. But could a man 
of probity rule over a people, vvhofe corruption rendered them mature 
for deflru(flion ? Had the people been Id's vicious, the vices of the 
ufurper cquld not have been fo deflrudivc. 

*• 

In extenuation of nadir’s crimes, great as they will ever be acknow- 
ledged, there was a moral certainty of his becoming a facrifice much 
fooner, bad he been poflefled of Icfs power. It was witli him, as with 
many great wic^cti men before him ; being advanced in the perilous paths 
of ambition, he found it dangerous to flop, and impoffiblc to retreat witli 
fafety. Self-prefervation then called on him to inarch on, and explore 
tiie giddy heights from whence he fell, and involved his country in fuch 
prodigions ruin. We are apt to aferibe even the good adions of wicked 
men to finifler purpofes. There is no charader without Ibme fliades 
and mixtures of virtue. In the beginning of his reign, nadir dif- 
penfed juftice vvitli an equal hand, and affedted the name of a juft king. 
Great cncouragcnient was given to appeal to him upon every occafion of 
the extortion or illegal proceedings of his governors j nor was redrefs to 
be obtained but from his decrees : fuch was the abominable corruption 

of 
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of the people. Thus at a time when men of fentiments mighty have fbme 
flattering expectations of hapjjy confequences from the victories of their 
fovcreign, the arts of venality prevailed fo much, that even the royal de- 
crees could not be carried into execution, without bribes and prefents. 

It is an inconteflable /aCt, that Persia was indebted to nadir kouli 
for her deliverance from the yoke’of the Afghans : to him flie owed 
the reiloration of her legal fovereigu ; and by his valour and conduCt 
the PERSIAN monarcliy recovered, in a little more than eight years, the 
fevcral dominions which had been torn from her during the weak and 
effeminate reign of shah hussein, and the invalion of the Afghans ^ 
but that lie aCled on jufl; principles, or poflefled fuch abilities as were ne- 
celfary to fccure all thefe advantages, the fondefl panegyrifl never will 
pretend. On the contrary, it feems plain from the iffue, that he was 
influenced by motives which ccliple his befl aCtions, and that he afpired 
at the foveveignty from his firfl defeat of the Afghans. Many caufes 
co incided to flatter tlie highefl expectation that could be formed in his 
brcafl i of thefe tiic great corruption of the people mufl Jiave been the 
chief > whiltl the wcaknefs of shah tjeumaij opened fuch a profpeCt 
to liim of mounting to tiie fupreme power, as could not be refifled 
by a man, in whole mind all moral confidcrations gave way to his am- 
bition. 
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THE 

Short and ‘unfortunate reign of 

A D I L SHAH. 

CHAP. XXXVI. 

Ali kouli khan eJedlcd king of Persia at mesched. lie fends bis 
brother ibrahim mvrza to Isfahan ; and commits fc’veral cruelties. 
He foUcits the friendf'ip of Russia. Hoe re-eolt rf Amur aslan 
KHAN j alfd of IBRAHIM MYRZA. HoC death f ZORAB khan. The 
defeat of AXoiL siiASi,*and his h-other ibrahim myrza, &;c. 

E urope feems to be very imperfectly acquainted with tlie con- 
fequences of the death of the ufurper nadir j even the Rus - 
sians and the Turks, who are bell lituated to receive informa- 
tion, have not,^ I believe, the moll perfcCl accounts j and are moreover 
interelled, either to conceal or milreprefent thole which reach them. 
The fpilling of nadir’s blood has been a frelh fource of calamities to 
the PERSIANS. I have mentioned feme few particulars, fo far as they 
relate to our unfortunate trade over the Caspian sea ^ All that I have 
to add, is a lliort account of fome events which followed the catailrophc 
of the ufurper. 

It has been already obferved, that mustapha khan w.as on an em- 
bafly to TURKEY, when nadir’s death happened. Providence feemed 
to interpofe for his fecurity, who was one of the very few honell ilgen 

in 


^ Sec VqI. II, pages 87, 
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• in PERSIA. As he was prevented from being a fpcclator, it probable 
he efcaped being a lliarer allb, in the unhappy fate of his mafter. He 
was arrived in the Turkish dominions when the news readied him ; 
and he thought it neceHary for his fccurity to proceed with all his re- 
tinue fo CONSTANTINOPLE. In tlic- mean while, the Turkish embaffa- 


dor, who was coming to confirm the peace lately concluded, had the 
good fortune to reach b ago at with all the valuable prefents which he 
was carrying to the Persian court. As to knez galitzen, the news 
of najiiir’s violent death no looner arrived at reshd, than he retired to 
astraciian by lea, as well to inform his court of this cxtraorrliiiary 
event, and provide for tlic fafety of Jiis own perfon, as to receive frefh 


inflrudions. 


Ali kuuli khan now made no fecret, that he had been the chief 
infiigator of tlic confpiracy againfl his uncle, and as fuch was coniidered 
as bell entitled to the diadem. As he had been governor of mesched, 
no oiliccr could hoafl of fuperior honours ; and as the nephew of the late 
tyrant, he had been refpeefed ; but though he was fo nearly related to 
NADIR, he iuul very little refemblance in hus dijpolition ; liis temper was 
free, open and geijcrony, nor was he wltiiout the reputation of being a 
gorjd (oidicr. , * 

• 

The news of his uncle’s rleath tvas no fooner brouglit to him*, tlian be 
came to meschkd, where he put on the royal diadem, and took the name 
of Ami, SHAH with the feeming anplaufe of the inhabitants, and be;pui 
Ills reign in a very popnl;r manner. In confuleration of tlie great poverty 
of the people j he remitted the taxes over the wlioie empire, and per- 
formed otlicr adds of clemency. But at tl.e fune time, according to the 
execrable policy of m.ahommedan princes, he imbrued his hands in the 
blood of his nearefl relations. Nesr aei myrza firlt fell a facrifice to 
his jcaloufy, nor did he fparc the blind riza kouli. Dilferent accounts 
were given of his conduct towards shahrok.h, the Ibn of this blinrl 

prince. 

It If) a circumftancc r.ot iiruvortty of remark, that the iriCflcnger who uhas. feat -A irh Nv\DiK’h head 
to A lA itouLi K iiA.'i, ioll it by the way ; and to favc his credit, produced that of another uauu 
y The iuil kiuy,. 
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1747. plince, and grand-fon*of nadir. Whether the real shahrokh fur-, 
v'lvcd this event, or not ; one under this name, who pretended to be the 
identical perfon, loon after aflumed the diadem, as we lliall relate. * Tho’ 
ALi had the reputation of being humane; yet his cruelty did not flop at 
the iicflru( 5 tion of the fons of nadir, for he aUb caufed feverah of his 
uncle’s women, who were with child,; to be ripped up. 

KiT.LAT, with all the treafure in it being furrendcred up to him, to 
all appearance the moft prudent ftep which this new king could take, was 
to march immediately to Isfahan, and carry with him a great part of 
his riches. Nadir’s army being for the moft part difperfed, he could 
have left a fufHcient number of troops on the eaftern frontiers, and then 
raifing a new army, eftablilh himlclf on tlie balls of a military govern- 
ment, fo eftential to the fupport of his fovereignty. But lie was blind 
to the danger to which he was expofed, and triumphing in a fond fecu- 
rity from his immenfe riches, abandoned himfelf to his favourite grati- 
fications of women and wine, and fent his brother ibrahim khan, 
whom we ftiajl now call ibrahim myrza% to Isfahan, in order to 
raife recruits. ^ 

His next bufinefs was to excufe himfelf for the ftiare he had in tlie 
murder of his uncle ; and, at the fame time, ‘to make his intentions 
known to the people, with regard to their future relief from that infup- 
portable tyranny, which had been excrciled over them ; fo that this 
event might afford tiiem all the joy and confolation which was natural to 
expedl from fuch a deliverance. 

The following decree, which he fent to reshd in the province of 
GHiLAN, gives us an idea of the ftate of affairs a few weeks after 
nadir’s death, 

“ Wherein 

* According to the accounts we had at that time from pessia, it was doubtful whether the 
real shahrokh was put to death, or not ; fome report that be was previoufly lent away into lafe 
cuftody ; others, that he was prelent, but fpared at the inlligation of the prieft, as the only remaining 
blood, on the mother’s fide, of the seffje family. * As the brother of a king, w’c 

%Qw call him prince. * 
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“ Wherein stands 
“ The kingdom of GOD, 

“ SHAH AND SOVEREIGN OF THE EMPIRE, 

“ A SERVANT OF A L I, 

“ A mandate’ WHICH THE WHOLE WORLD OBEYS*’. 


2^7 

r 
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“ The noble and honourable cheich el islam'=j the kazzi**; the 
“ elders and all fubjedsi the poor and opprefled inhabitants of reshd, 

“ LAHIJAN, RANCOUTE, ICESKAR, FUMIN, SHEFTA, KUGDUM% and 

the places thereunto belonging i to whom the Almighty has granted 
“ his unutterable mercies; who are allured of, and exalted by our in- 
“ comparable fovereign favour ; fliali know, in what manner the wick- 
“ ednefs of the barbarous monarch ^ hath prevailed. All nations and 
“ languages, the exalted and the humble, the good and the bad fubjcds 
“ of the empire of iran are too well acquainted with his proceedings. 
“ Their incehant cries and lamentations have reached even unto the 
heavens. By putting out the eyes of the inhabitants, depriving them 
“ of their lives; and felling the Tons and daughters of mull'ulmcn ; even 
“ the feven celeftial circles “ were moved to coinpailion. In a woni, the 
extortion of elphs ‘ and 010105*^ has been the caul'e of multitudes of 
“ people lofing their light * ; whilil the tyrannical monarch barbaroully 
“ ereded lofty towers of human heads through the provinces, ’exceeding 
“ all the cruelties of pad ages. At length, cur fovereigti majedy com- 
“ manded the mod eminent and high indruded, maho.vimf.d kouli 
KHAN, our KUKCHi KASHI that he diould prevail on the afshar 
“ gu.ads, to feize and remove the tyrant ; thus performing a lervice 
“ highly beneficial to the public welfare, redoring red and tranquillity 
« to the nation. Mahommed kouli khan did not refule.to obey. 

“ All 

^ l’hi > was rlic iiifcrlpuon on the royal fignct, which tht*y place at the head of the dccire. 
ediicf of religion, isi a.vi wc luve obferved iignihcs lafety ; by which is me an: the 
PAN' religion, Judges. I'hefc arc diihdds in and about (juir a.v. 

< Naoik, ® Peru A, The planets. ^ hiec handled tiioufi,rvii 

kizarduiacr, or i2:;,ooo/. ^ Ten eiph.s, or hve millions of crcv.n.s i:7'jC;Coo/. 

art: equal to a cioie in India. ^ lie here quotes a text out of tiic khoran, which 

ifi very obicure, and contradi^tciy. I luive ]’,cai'd that tJic uamber of l oi ions blinded, wt.s not K'U 
thirty thoulhud j bat tjris kems to be exaggerated. \’oi. 111. p, 75. 
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i't47. ‘V perfons of dliVindion, and the whole army near our vidorious and’ 

' <* fplendent ftirrup, were anxious to extirpate the deep-rooted viylenct* 

“ and oppreffions of this tyrannical king. We therefore marclied at the 
liead of our forces from ferag and herat, and came with hallo 
“ for that purpole •, but on our arrival on the borders ol terbedshaNj 
“ news came that the afshau guards had already lei/cd the tyrant. In 
“ the mean w'hile there happened a commotion among tlic tartars 
“ for the fuppreflion of which there was no other ren'iCdy tlian to give 
“ the tyrant the reward of his adlions. 

“ The fort of ka;lat, which the late king had fpeot many years 
“ in rendering impregnable, thanks to the Moll High, was in one d:iy 
“ brought under our luhjeition by segrab bjcg, w’iiom we lent tiiitiici 
“ for that purpole. 
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“ As foon as th'efe happy tidings reached our ears, we marclicd. to the 
holy city of mescheo, where all the minilters,- coniinamiiug oliiccrs, 
and perfons^ of diftidtion prefent, did with one commen voice intreat 
our majefty to lake upon us the government ol the empire, to reoiuld 
the ruined houles, and I'cpair the delolations ol persi/\. 1 hey pre- 
fented ac their intcrcelTor the holy faint, wlio is buried in that city 
and would not ddtll from their importunity. 
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“ ^Vhen we conlklercd the lad flatc ol tue I’icrsiaks for feverm years 


pall, who had been obliged not on 
but themfclves, and their lamilies. 


Iv to deliver up all tlieir lubltap.ee, 
to be Ikuigbtercd vve tliought it 


necellary to Ihcw our lovercign favour to tiie oppicllecj to appcalo 
the VvTath of heaven ; to fatisfy the creatures ol C>od, and to gain tlic 


love of the people, We have therefore been gracioully plealed to order, 
and do hereby command, that the new contributions in money'’, im- 



.Ai,l dit-juire-. tl.c li’al (ait, but pjves fo;nc in regard to the coutuit bulwcen tnc t a rta k'-, 
and piiRidAN;., 11c feciiib to adiiaic tlic nicik of removing Irk uncle, bt.it yet ro in:pir.c the c.vecu- 
tion to the AFMf /. k wiio were nadir’s body-guard. i be k-gukiire oi 


Riz A often meritjoncd, p Heie he cjnoics another text out c t the I. hu. iiii. * V ou ere 

all (hepherds, and every one cr.ivcs fioin yOu by wliich 1 fiippofc is meant, thai; in conlcrjucnce 
of an abufed authorit’/, cvxuy lubject w.u pillaged. ° FroMli'onc, ^yere iom.ciiice.: 


demanded . 
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“ pofed on fubjeds and Grangers, (hall from henceforward ceafe and lie 
annulled. We likewife difcharge the colledtors who are in your 
province, and you are to fend them to our court. But the money and 
“ effects belonging to the crown, which are already collefted, (hall be 
“ accounted for'. All the other revenues for tliis year, as alfo all taxes 
“ for the following two years, we do mod gracioufly forgive, that the 
“ fubjcils of ISLAM, and all other religions, as likewile the Indians 
“ and others, wdio for foine years have been fubjed to every kind of 
*' torture and opprellion, may enjoy an uninterrupted fafety and tran- 
“ quillity, and follicit the most high for our welfare. 

“ What concerns the fupport of poft-liorfes *, thofe to whom this of- 
“ fee belongs fliall take proper care; and for the future double the mim- 
“ ber of horfes (liall be kept at eacli ftage, as was lately ordered ; and 
“ the money for maintaining of them fliall be taken out of the treafliry 
“ of the province In cafe of any deficiency, a reprefentation being 
“ nuule to us, it fliall be fupplied from other treafurics. 

“ For fettling the accounts of this year, two or three writers and ca- 
“ lentars fliall be fent to our high court. Anil concerning the eflates, 
“ wliicii in the late reign were taken, from numbers of the people, we 
“ fliall order an infpedtion to be made, and a circumflantial account 
'' tiiereof to be fent to us. And that every one may be fatisfie’d in this 
“ particular, we fliall without delay appoint a proper perfon for that pur- 
*' pofe. Given in the month of dschemadielsam, 11^60".” 

Ali having made fome difpofitions for fettling his government, he came 
wdth a body of forces to fpend the remainder of the year at the palace of 
ASHREFF near the midfl of the fouth-coaft of the Caspian sea. In 
that fituation he hoped to fupprefs any infurreiftion that might arife in the 
northern provinces, prefuming that his brother ibrahim myrka would 
protect the fouth, whilft in cai'e of neceflity he might again ditedt his 

inarch 

*” Mon A SI h 5. * The term if, entered in the cafh-book. ' The reader will ob- 

fervv in ftveral palTages of thefe volumes, ilut the bad condud of couriers was one of the grievous 
opp^jcflions under which peusia groaned. About the beginning of ju nv I74T- 

^ See Vol. I. pave 293. 
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1747. march eu/lwsrd. In the mean while Amur aslan k.iian acknovv-* 
ledged the fovereignty of this new king, and commanded in the weR. 
This perfon was an officer of great experience, and had been a favourite of 
najdjr; he was now in shirvan at the head of thirty thoufand men. 

In order to confirm the peace which nadir had made with the turns, 
ADiL snnn fent an envoy- extraordinary to the port, to fignify his exal- 
tation to the throne of Persia, and his inclination to live in harmony 
with the grand fignior : this minifter accordingly arrived there in aprie 
174H, It is eafy to conceive how ill the turns would relilh the advance- 
ment of a nephew of nadir. That Providence had thus removed him, 
wlio had been fo great an objed of their terror, afforded great fatisfac- 
tioiij but their ambition was to fee that army cruffied, which had been 
fo often the inilrument of ffiedding fuch ftreams of their blood, and 
making their fovcrcign tremble in his very capital. The refult of this 
embaffy was, that the two courts fiiould mutually fend embafiadors with 
the uffial pomp and formalities ; in the mean while, we are left to ima- 
gine that the turnish partizans would not be idle in fomenting that civil 
difeord in Persia, wliich they had found fo advantageous j fince with- 
out the expence of blood and treafure, without danger or inconvenience, 
they cou'id thus look on and fee their natural enemy tearing out her 
own bowels. 

Adil shah was not lefs affiduous to cultivate the mofi; perfed amity 
with the RUSSIANS. Tiie retreat of the embaffador knez gallitzen 
from GHTEAN, had given the Persian miniflers fomc alarms. Kouepfa, 
who had been formerly embaffador in russta, wrote to the Russian 
cmbaflador in September : the following extrad contains the moft mate- 
rial part of the letter: 

May your eminence’s bleffcd liealth, by the grace of the Almighty, 
“ endure to the end of the world. I have I:ad the honour to write to 
‘‘ 3mu feveral friendly letters, fent through the hands of tlie moft noble 
“ and moft honourable of the religion of Messiah, tlic refident of the 
“ high imperial court of Russia ; but I have not received any anfwcr. 

““ I 
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“ I long with impatience for your arrival i Con grant it maybe fooA, 1747-^ 
that we may once more happily fee each other. * 

i 

“ I now acquaint you, as I have already done, that his majefly, equal 
“ in dignity to Alexander, and in fervants to darius, protedlor of the 
“ whole world, adil shah, whole reign may the Moll High preferve 
“ for ever, and my foul ferve him as a facrifice, has been gracioully 
" pleafed to mount the throne of iran. Thus by the help of God, the 
“ government of tlie whole empire is in the high power of his maiefty, 

“ the moll gracious and juft monarch. The fort K^gsLAT, with all the 
“ treafures and riches therein contained, is in his majefty’s polTetlion ; 

“ and the enemies of his everlafting court, thus eftablifhed by the Al- 
“ mighty, are utterly extirpated. 

“ It will appear to you by the copy of the mandate inclofed, that the 
“ moll gracious monarch did imagine you yet refided at rf shd, there- 
fore h.c commanded me to wait on your emincncy ; and ordered the 
moll noble achmed kuan to convoy you to mazanderan, where 
“ the moll worthy mahommed ali beg, kiiajar, of noble dciccnt, 

“ will meet and conduct you with all due honour to the shah’s high 
“ court. To conclude^, I wllli the days of blifs may laft for 'ever.” 

This letter was accompanied with long inftrudtions from the shah 
to KouLiFA, to Ihew all polhble honour to the embalTador. Achmed 
KHAN had alfo commands to the fame purpofe, ail demonftrative of his 
defue of fupporting the bell correfpondcncc with his neighbours the Rus- 
sians. Witlnn very few weeks after nadir’s death, and belore he came 
to the palace of ashreff, the shah himlelf lent a letter to the em- 
haftador galitzen. Like others, it was marked with his feal at the 
head, viz. 

“ Wherein stands 
“ The kingdom of GOD, 

“ Sovereign OF the empire, 

“ A SERVANT OF ALL 
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747’ The sftofl: eminent, high appointed, noble and high intrufted eni- 

baffidor, from the moft exalted imperial court of Russia, knez ga- 
“ i.iTZEN, lhall be affured of our fovereign favour, and know'', that 
“ the vile dirpofition and corrupted nature of the late monarch furpafled 
“ all bounds. How cruel his proceedings havfc been, you will be cir- 
“ cumilantially informed in due time. * 

“ At prefent you are acquainted that our fovereign majefty, by the 
“ grace and alHllauce of God, has been highly pleafed to take the throne 
“ of the PERSIAN empire; at which time it has been reprefented to us, 
“ that your eminence has been fent here as an embaffador, from the 
“ moll puilTant and imperial court of Russia j and that the moll emi- 
“ nent serdar *, Amur aslan khan, nedscheff beg, and other com- 
“ manders did receive your eminence on the borders of Persia, but 
“ made fuch bad preparations for your journey through shirvan, as 
" created a difgull, for which they fliall be accountable. 

“ And whereas it has been reprefented to our majefty, that your emi- 
“ nence is endowed with good underftanding, a quick iniight, and a 
“ decent behaviour in all things ^ ; and fent exprefily with fo great a 
“ pow'er to our high court, to ellablifli amity ; therefore we hope you will 
“ not be offended on account of thefe accidents, ' And as we are inclined 
“ to fupport the friendlhip and harmony betw'een our fovereign majefty 
“ and her imperial majefty of Russia; and likewife to fhew you all 
“ honour, we delire you will proceed with the utmofl: confidence to our 
‘‘ high court. Given in the month of redshebel ii6o‘.’' 

This new king was too much inclined to peace, to neglect the cul- 
tivation of a good underftanding with his neighbours ; and to be wanting 
in nothing that could be agreeable to Russia, he prepared an embally 
with a view to make a defenfive and offenfive alliaiice with that court 
and alfo a treaty of commerce, which might be beneficial to the fub- 
jedls of both empires. Emiflaries from the Persian court were actu- 
ally 

* General. > This is the common flattering Hilo of the rcRCtANS. * TJic 

hegitining of July 1747, fent from mesohed. I'he new shah was yet at mesched, ant# ap- 
l^oimcd convoys fox the cinbafl’ador, to condud him from astraead to dshadshirim and 
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ally fent to astragman *. The Russians proceed with g’^eat caudon 
in their oriental treaties, and generally divert the Persians in the laft . 
mentioned city for feveral months, before they condudl them to court. 
Under the precarious circumilances of the Persian king, doubtlefs 
many’reafons occurred for airing with referve. 

The beginning of this year opened a new feene, not Icfs fatal or bloody 
than any of the preceding. Amur aslan khan, who commanded in 
the weftern provinces, and refided at tavris, already gave indications 
of his defign to revolt. The shah being arrived at ashkeff, fent fe- 
veral melfages to him, defiring him to come to court : he feigned va- 
rious excules, and at lengtli threw oti' the made by killing the couriers 
whom the king had appointed to conduit him. This event was foon 
followed by an ait of hodility, not only in violation of his duty as a . 
fubjeit. but alfo of the laws of jullice and hofpitality. To what extre- 
mities will not a falfe ambition hurry its votaries 1 This khan, who was 
the exait copy of his tutor and late rnafter nadir shah, began to be 
fenfible of the impoffibility of fupporting an army without money j nor 
could he procure any confiderable fupplies frqm aderbejtzan, shir- 
van, or any of the neighbouring provinces where his jurildiilion reach- 
ed : he therefore relblved to obtain by robbery, what he could not pro- 
cure by any appearance of equity. He knew that the engl*ish failors 
in RESHD were pofl'dled of a fum of money, which no doubt was re- 
prefented to him as much larger than it really wasj he therefore fent 
RiZA KOULi KHAN with a body of feventeen hundred Afghans, to pil- 
lage thefe unfortunate flrangcrs, who liad given him no otTence. Thcfe 
forces arrived in reshd the twentieth of January, Tlie governor, 
achmed khan, retired to lahijan, not being in a capacity to prote<d: 
the city : thus they were left to follow the dictates of their ow’n wild 
fuggeftions ; whilft the villainy of feme of the inhabitants prompted 
them to fliare the plunder, by purchafing the dolen goods at a very in- 
confiderable price •*. The English fadtors took the precaution to retire 
with their money; but their effedts became a prey, and were totally 
pillaged, with circumftances that proved the madnefs of the times, and 

the 
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V748. th^ dcftrudive confequences ' of civil war. The city of reshd however 
efcaped being plundered; for it feemed to be the intention of Amur as-» 
I, AN KHAN, to fupport fome reputation, in hopes of being acknovyledged 
in a very fliort time as the fovereign of piiRSiA. 

I 

The news of this incurlion no footer reached ashreff, than adil 
SHAH difpatched a body of his troops to reshd. The afgfians, loaded 
with their plunder, were marching back, but were reached no further 
than KESKAR, when achmed khan, at the head of the shah’s troops, 
came up with them, and totally defeated them Their fpoil fell into 
the hands of tlic shah’s froces, who it was but natural to expedf, as 
they were font for the fupport of government, and the fuccour of the 
injured, Ihould have made it their chief bufinefs to obtain reditution ; 
but this was a degree of virtue which they did not even attempt. 
Amur aslan khan having met with this defeat, rcfolved to rcmaiii 
only on the defcnflve ; he was already in correfpondency with tlic 
king’s brother, ibrahim mvr/a, and if we may judge from circum- 
ftances, was the chief promoter of the rebellion of this young prince 
againd his brother ; fecretly intending to reap the fruits of that quarrel, 
in which he hoped to fee them foon involved ; dnee, by playing one 
againd the 'other, his expedfations were in the lughed degree tlattercd, 
that he diould obtain the diadem himfclf. 

Adiu shah finding that he had a formidable enemy to contend with 
in the wed, fenl; orders to his brother trkaihm in Isfahan, to come to 
his fuccour with a large body of forces, defigning as foon as the fpring 
was a little farther advanced, to march againd amur aslan khan. 
Ibrahim, who was now only twenty-two years of age, in the vanity of 
his heart, thought it abfurd, at the head of a numerous body of forces, to 
be any thing Icfs than a king: the revolt of amur aslan khan had, in 
his fond imagination, prepared fo cafy a means of obtaining the diadem, 
that he had little more to do than to receive it. But in order to bring 
about ano.her revolution, it was ncceflury to render his brother’s govern- 
ment odious to the people, at lead to fecure the inclination of the officers 

alid 
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and foldiers under his command. Here again religion was the plea, dnd 
the very motive which ought to have difpofed their minds to a grateful 
fubmiffion to the difpenfation of providence, was proflituted to the pur- 
pofes of wild ambition. 

Ali kouli khan, from a certain generofity of difpofition, had ever 
fince he was appointed governor of mesched, fliewn a particular re- 
gard to the chriftians : his favourite wife was a Georgian lady of the 
religion of her country, and for whom he had an entire affedlion. Being 
now advanced to the regal dignity, he promoted her brother zouab 
KHAN to the office of his treafurcr, and commander of his army. The 
SHAH feemed in this to err in judgment, as it had not been lately a prac- 
tice to commit fo high a truft to one born a chriftiati, and who, it 
might be prefumed, ifill inclined to that perfuafion. This was the pre- 
tended caufe of Ibrahim’s difaffedfion to his brother. 

The SHAH had foon rcafon to fear that the authority which he had 
given to ibrahi.m myrza to raife forces, was not employed agreeably 
to his intentions. Under this apprehenfion, he font his brother-in-law 
Zorab khan to ISFAHAN witli the ftrongcfl .lllliranccs of his affiedion, 
and with promifes to gratify him in any thing that w'as^reafonable ; 
and that he might fee by the dignity of tlie ineffenger, in what high 
efteem he held him. It is reafonable to prefume that tlie'sHAH was 
fincere, and from thence flattered himfelf into a belief that his brother 
iBRAHi Ai might be won over to a feufe of duty. If thefe were not his 
fentirnents, it was highly impolitic to truft his brother-in-law in tlie 
pollcffion of his enemy : the event proved that this young man was not 
to be brought over by intreaties, for zorab khan foon after his arrival 
was trcacheroully put to death as lie was bathing. 

Ibrahim mv'Rza having thus thrown oft' tlic mafk., wrote to meh- 
TIE KHAN % one of the shah’s generals, inviting him and the foldiers 
under his command to take part with him againft the king. He could 
not corrupt this general, but he brought over part of his forces. The 

SHA-.1I . 

« This i.s the man who wrote nadir'^ hlftory, which has iicvci yet appeared in the worlds nor 
probably never will. 
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'¥748. {jHtiH findiog his fecurity thus endangered, wrote to his brother in very 
af{e<itionatc and pathetic terms, reprefenting the dreadful calamities qf 
civil war, and that his revolt muft necelTarily bring on the total ruin of 
their poor country, already in an expiring condition, with the wounds 
it liad received by the cruelty and ambition of their uncle ; at the' fame 
time he made propofals of a compofition, which might gratify his bro- 
ther’s defire of a ftate in a great meafure independent. Thofc who wilhed 
well to the tranquillity of Persia, flattered themfelves with fome hopes, 
that poflibly the two brothers might, by fliaring the fovereignty, unite 
ill one common intereft, and by quafliing amur asJvAN khan, reflore the 
kingdom to peace j but that was only a fond prefumption : the lame dif* 
pofition which determined ibrahiai to revolt, rendered a compromife of 
that kind impradicable, were fuch union confifttnt in the nature of things. 

In the mean while, the minds of the people were dillradled with 
anxiety, concerning the ifllie of a war, which would probably afl'ord 
occafion for frefli competitions, and involve their unhappy country in 
inextricable mjferies. No rccourfe now remained but that of arms. 
In tlie month of may,, adil shah marched with a great body of 
forces from mazandeRan, through a narrow pafs in mount taurus, to- 
wards the 'plains of casbin, where he had appointed his rendezvous. 
AcHiMivD.KHAN, with a Itrong reinforcement from ghilan, was ordered 
to march through the flreights of that province to meet him. Ibrahim 
MYRZA at the head of his army, had already left Isfahan, and having 
notice of the iatended junction of his brother’s armies, made forced 
marches in order to intercept achmed khan, which he accompliflied 
without the lofs of any blood. This unhappy general fell in with the 
enemy’s camp early in the morning, miftaking it for a body of forces 
belonging to the shah his mailer, and was taken prifoner by ibrahim 
MYRZA. We have already mentioned, that achmed khan gave the firll 
check to the arms of amur aslan khan. Ibrahim therefore thought 
he could not make his court more agreeably to his confederate, than by 
fending this general to be lacrificed. Amur aslan was too much a 
copy of NADIR, to have any mercy ; and ordered achmed as foon 

as 



Chap. XXXVI. ADIL S'HAH. ’ 297 

as he arrived, to be brought to the entrance of his tent, where he grip- j 740. 
£ied his revenge, by feeing him cut to pieces. 

Adil' shah advancing towards his rebellious brother, who feigned a 
retreat, was drawn into a fnare. Being attacked in flarjk by a great body 
of AFGHANS, he was deferted by his army in fo fliameful a manner, that 
he loft the day without putting it to the iftiie of a battle. He behaved 
with great perfonal valour and intrepidity, killing feveral with his own 
hands; till at length feeing his forces fcattered, he left the field, and 
retired to tjehiran. There finding himfelf abandoned, and utterly in- 
capable of colledling his army, after three days he went to ibrahim’s 
camp, and furrendered himfelf ; the only proof of mercy he received 
from this unnatural brother, was in being fuffered to live a fliort time ; 
but in that interval it was not permitted him to fee his brother, nor 
even to enjoy the light, for his eyes were cut out immediately. 

Thus ended the fiiort and unhappy reign of adil shah. He was a 
man of an eafy placid temper, and might in times of lefs corruption have 
made a good king ; but he does not appear to have had a genius equal to 
fo weighty a talk, as the government of fo impious a people. All we can 
fay of him is, that he has been the only prince fince nadik*, who has 
been confidered as a fovereign by any foreign ftate : that he .meant to 
fupport his government upon principles the reverfe of nadir’s ; and, had 
he lived, that he would, to all appearance, have done juftice to tliofe 
who fuffered by the villainy of amur aslan khan. 

Notwithftanding his fuccefs, inuAHiM retained the name of myrza, 
declining that of shah. It is probable he was the more induced to this 
referve, by the tokens which amur aslan khan immediately gave of a 
defign of ufurping the fovereignty. This khan was turned of fixty years 
of age, and could not but confidcr ibrahim as a boy by no means en- 
titled to the diadem, compared with himIcU. He was at the iiead of 
thirty thoufand men enured to war under the command of nadir, and 

had 
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1748. }\id acquired a great proficiency in the fcience of arms, as well as poli- 
tical intrigue. In the laft he had already fucceeded, by having been one 
great inftrument in the defeat of adil shah. He was too much of the 
genius of his old mafter, to promife Persia that repofe for which flic 
languiflied, but which never could be found by'means fo apparently dc- 
firudfive of the end. 

After refting his troops, and dividing the fpoil taken from his brother, 
iniiAHiM prepared for a vifit to Amur aslan khan, and for that pur- 
pofe direded his march towards shir van. Youthful as he was, he aded 
the politician, preferring the removal of his competitor by alfalTiiiation, 
rather than to put his fortune to the iirue of a battle. Art and contri- 
vance not founded in juflice, often betray their own caufe. The crafty 
AMUR ASLAN WAS thus taken in the fiiarc he had laid for others, and fell 
a facrifice to his ambition. What became of his army is not faid, we 
may prefume it was difperfed. 

In the mean while the eaflern parts of the empire being left unawed 
by the prcfence of an aivny, tiic inhabitants efpoufed tiie caufe of ilie 
young siiAHROKii alrc.ady mentioned j and he was declared king, at 
MESCHEi).' Tlie officers and perfons of diftindtion in tliat quarter were 
the more'difpofed to take this flep, as it gave tlicm an opportunity, under 
the name of a regal authority, to pollcfs themfelves of the great riches 
w'hich yet remained at k.elat. In fuch a confufion of affairs, peii- 
s'lA might be eafily impofed on with regard to the identity of this per- 
f’on : happy were it for that diflru< 5 ted country, if fuch impofition could 
have reflorcd it to tranquillity. 

Ibrahim myrza was now informed concerning his new adverfary. 
Flufhed with conquefl, lie had extended his liberality beyond the prii- 
tience of a general, or the experience of more advanced years. At length 
he found himfelf grown poor and incapable of gratifying the demands of 
bis army, wliicli was chiefly compofed of Afghans, not difpofed to fol- 
low tlieir leader, without either pay, or provifion. There was no poffi- 
bility of exaef ing contributions in a country already drained, not of mohey 

J only. 
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. only, but of almoft every thing neceflary to the fupport of life, Majy i~r'^gy 
of his foldiers knowing where to find another mafter, who was rcpntc'd ' 
rich, cieferted. What conftancy could he expeft from men who had jufl: 
turned their arms againft a prince whom they acknowledged a few montl s 
before 'as the deliverer of their country from the yoke of infupportable 
tyranny! Thus circumflanced, ibrahim was induced to haficn his inarch 
eaftward, %s well to obtain a frelh fupply of money, as to quafh his enemy. 

He had not advanced far, when he met with feme partifans of siiah- 
ROKH. His van-guard having reached talhiran, were refufed a fupply 
of provifions : ibrahim immediately feat emir khan, the general of 
his artillery, with his cannon ami a flrong detachment, to compel the 
inhabitants to a compliance. It appears that emir khan had no opi- 
nion of Jiis mafter’s caufe, or was fecretly diflatisfied ; in fimrt, he took 
the opportunity to abandon ibrahim, and join his opponents: for as 
foon as this prince came under the walls of the town, emir khan turned 
the cannon upon him, and fallying out at the fame time, by this unex- 
peded attack difpcrled his army. It is probable that ibrahim ended 
Ills life upon this occafion, as we hear nothing more of him from that 
time. Thus did Providence bring to confufion this rafli youth, wlio 
with lefs vanity, and a little more underftanding, might have operated 
with his brother, and inftead of involving his country in mifery, reftored 
it to a profperous condition. • 

Shahrokh shah was now without a competitor. During thefe com- 1750. 
motions, the Afghans of kandahar, or fome other /ubjedls in the 
eafiern fiontler ^ revolted : shahrokh having formed a conlidcrable 
army, marched againft them. What tlie fuccefs of this enterprise was, 
my authorities are filent: but in his abfcnce from khorasan, appeared 
a fifth competitor. There was an uncle of shah iMHtMAS, named su- 
liman, who, during the reign of nadir, having given no marks of 
ambition, and taken the habit of a mullah, lived cjuiet and unmoleft- 
ed. This man was now dragged to the throne as it were on purpofe to 
be flaughtered : his adherents had prevailed on him to aflume the dia- 
dem j but his reign was very ftiort, for upon shahrokh’s return he bc- 
* P p 2 
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cjlne a fac/ifice. It is laid that one ismael then fet up againft shah- 

ROKH. We have great reafon to believe, that the latter, for fome time, 

promifed fair to maintain hinifelf in the throne, till at length He was 

obliged to yield to shah doub, of whofe family I have no information. 

« 

Heraclius, a Georgian prince, then appeared on the ftage, whofe 
fortune is yet faid to prevail over all competition. This prince’s being a 
chriftlan, feems to render his eftablifliment very difficult j nor is it eafy to 
imagine that the turks will be idle fpedators of a chriftian king of Per- 
sia. They have already had the fatisfadion to fee the dcepeft humiliation 
of their hereditary enemy. Nadir, who died their fields with blood, 
and whole very name fo often made them tremble, has, by the confe- 
quences of his tyranny, reduced Persia more effedually, than could 
have been performed by any foreign enemy. Though the fword is not 
the juft inftrument of propagating the faith of the true Messiah, yet it 
is a circumftance worthy of attention, that the Georgians are a very 
brave people, and may, by the countenance of the Russians, be capa- 
ble of carrying greater deligns into execution than the world is at pre- 
fent aware of. 

When vye confider the fate of kingdoms, we ought to obferve, how 
men are led aftray by their paflions, againft the li^ht of their own minds. 
How infatuated were the Persians, or how loft to all fenfe of virtue, 
after a feries of bitter calamities, to depofe their true king, when the ex- 
perience of age§ had taught them there could be no fecurity under an 
ufurper. But what were they to exped from fuch a king as nadir 
kohli, whofe hands were fo deeply imbrued in blood ? What could be 
expedted, but that a man of his genius and principles, bred up to murder 
and rapine from his earlieft life, would bring all things into confufion ? 
Yet even in the politer regions of the world, fuch are the impreffions 
which mankind ordinarily receive from military atchievements, that 
events which ought to draw tears for the diftreftes of human nature, 
are made tlie fubjedt of joy and exultation, till a reverfe of fortune gives 
a quick fenfe of the fatal effedls of fuch falle glory. How execrably 
pernicious are the fond notions of happinefs, arifing from the fuccds- 
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ful invafion of another’s right!. Crimes, for which every law, divine 
and human, condemn a private man to death, become warrantable l?y 
the laws of arms. What wifdom and integrity ought to wield the fword, 
which at beft is but the inftrument of divine juftice for the correftion of 
national crimes and offences I 

It cannot be from the original conftitution of things, that the Almighty 
has ordained war as eflential to the well-being of mankind. The ftate 
of nature is a date of peace ^ but the fliedding of human blood becomes 
familiar by habit, and a continued courfe of foreign wars prepares the 
minds of a people for every defperate enterprize, of which the word is 
inteftine broils ; and thefe have at length extinguiflied the glory of Per- 
sia. What the fate of that wretched country will be, heaven only knows : 
but this is evident, that the fplendor of their monarchy, all their mo- 
numents of art and labour, with all the induflry of paft ages, are fwal- 
lowed up by the ravages of war. What numbers of their towns, their 
cities, their fruitful plains and delicious mountains, are become a dreary 
wafle, and the habitation of wolves I 

The fate of empires is a fubjed: the mo/l infereding. Realbn and re- 
ligion teach us to implore the almighty dilpofer of events, ^to fuccour 
mankind in general ■, we ought then to fend up our prayers, that his 
mercy may extend to the Persians, and reftore them to a juft fenfe ©f 
virtue, that their nation may again become great and happy. 


FINIS, 
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To VoL. III. and IV. 


Note, The numerals refer to the volumes., and the figures to the pages. 


A. 

A bas the great, a cruel prince, iil. 19, 
camti into the world with his hands 
bloody, ibid, inftances of hts cruelty, ibid, 
had not a proper education, iii. 20. orders 
his fon to be blinded, ibid, builds a mofque 
at Mcfched to difeourage the Perfians pil- 
grimage to Mecca or Mcdi.aa, W. 2r. 

A]n*\s 11. one of the beft kings of the SefEcs, 
iii. 20, 21. hi.s reign and death, iii. 21. 
AfiAS III. an infajit, preferred to his father, 
iv. j the loecreignty in the hands of 
Kouli Khan, ibid, the young Shah dies, iv, 
123. 

Aroalt AH RASHA, a Turkjfli general, Caf- 
hiii furrendered to him, lii. 241. defeats 
'’J';.eh mas’s troops before Ardcvilic, iii 242. 
retreats to Cars, iv. j 20. 

Abdallah kouproli gives battle to Kouli 
.Khan in the valley of Arpakavi, iv. 119. is 
liain with many thouland I'uiks, iv. 12.0. 
Abdallah kouproli, fon of the Scratkler 
Kouproli, (lain at the battle of Cars, iv. 253. 
Akdolleks, apply to Abas king of Ferfia for 
relied againft the Oufteg 7'artars, iii. 25. 
a nation divided into tribe.^, iil, 62. difiaiif- 
fied with their fubjedtion to Ferfia, ibid. 
Ardul A 7 A 7 . KHAN, formerly a mule driver, 
lii. 233. commandant of Julfa, ibid, is lent 
AlhrefF embaflador to the Ottoman court, 
ibid, admitted to an audience of the (jranfl 
Vizir, iii. 236, his conferences with the 
'Turkilh miniftets, iii. 236, 237. takes his 
leave, iii. 240. is arreflcd on the road 
by order of the Grand Sigulor, ibid. 

VoL. IV. 


Abdul bakt khan. Nadirs embafiador to 
7 'urkey, iv. 133* concludes a peace, iv. 135, 
Achmed, Grand Signior, dethroned, and fuc- 
ceeded by his nephew Mahommed, iv. 51. 
Achmed aga, governor of Isfahan, iii. 123. 
drives the Af^ghans from the bridge of Shi- 
rafs, iii, 123. makes a fally to open a paf- 
fage for provifions,, iii. 138. is defeated by 
the treachety of the Vali of Arabia, ibid, 
his condvift unjuftly blamed by Shah Huf- 
fein, ibid, his death, pi. 139, 

Achmed, bafha of Bagdad, takes pofTc/lion 
of Loriftan, iii. 231. gives the Afghans bat- 
tle, iii. 247, is defcatccl, iii. 248. '’negotiates 
a peace with the Perfians, iv. 63, 64. bis 
vigilance, iv. 81, 83 his Icdter to the Grand 
Signior upon the defeat of the Perfians, iv. 
78, ^'c. prepares to itand anbtlier fiege, iv. 
1.C9, 110 his orders from the Ottoman court 
concerning a treaty with Nadir Shah, iv. 
133. his condut'-l towards the Anfuians, iv. 
222, 223. iiifpecicd of a conxrpondcncc^with 
the Perfian king, iv, 223. his critical ciicum- 
ftances, iv, 234. his parts and geacrofity, 
ibid, the I'urks dii’qiueted at the frientlilnp 
bctwxen him and Nadir, iv. 235. cftablillied 
by the Ottoman court in his goveinnient, 
iv, 236. an cmbafhulor ferit to i/un by Na- 
dir, IV. 237. 

Achmed khan, a Perfinn general, (lies hon\ 
the tyranny of Nadir to Conftantinopic, iv. 
249. dillrufted, afterwards received into tire 
confidence of the Turks, ibid, defeats a bo- 
dy of Afghans returning with the plunder of 
the Britilh factors at Rernd, iv. 294. taken 
by Ibralum Myixa, and iVnt to Amur Afiaii 
Khan, who deftroys him, iv. 298, 299- 
Q^q Ar- 
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Afch aks, the authors of the cataftrophe in 
Perfia, ili. 2?.. derive their genealogy, iii. 

inhabit mountains near the MoghoFs 
empire, ibid, a colony of this family em- 
braces theMahommcdaii religion, ibid, their 
various fituation by conceit between the 
khig of Periia and the iVIoghol, iii. 25, 26. 
n long time faithful to tl»e king of Periiii, 
iii 27. difpofed to ‘revolt, iii. 27. cruelly 
uled by the Periian tr<K>ps, iii. 28, 29. com- 
plain of Gurghin-Khan, iii. 29. the Af- 
ghans and Pcrfians treat one siiothcj* as he- 
retics, iii. 35. they revolt, iii 43, 44. no- 
minate a fuccedbr to Mir-vais, iii. 59. tl\eir 
deteat at Kherman, iii. 71. their pacific 
di/pofttion, iii. 88, 96. obtain a great vic- 
tory at GulnaV.ad, iii. to8, take Farabad 
and juifa, iii, 1x4, 118. their barbarities to 
the Armenians, ibid, put the diftriA of If- 
fidia}! to the fvrord, iii. 126, defeat the 
troops going to relieve Isfahan, iii. 129. 
their barbarity to the Perfiana, iii. 143. 
afeend the throne of Perlk, iii. 1.45. a new 
eclony of Afghans arrive at Islahan, iii. 
167. oblige J^laghmud to declare AfhrefF 
his fucceffor, iii 205- their confpiracy in fa- 
vour of Alb refF, iii. 2 11. totally routed by 

' ^Fa?hmas, hi 223. defeated at Mourtchak- 
hor, iv. 31 defeated at Shirafs, iv. 38, cat 
hciA-flefh, iv 147. oppofe Nadir’s paffage 
rh.j'ough the defdes, iv. 200 phuider the Bri- 
t'lih idclors, iv. 293. arc defeated, iv. 294. 

AK‘iAa, emperor of India, his charadler fet in 
contraft with Nadir’s, iv', 2x9, &c. this cirx- 
peror’s letter 10 the king of Portugal, ibid. 

Ai rxANDF.R the CRKAT, maichcs into Afia, 
ih. I r. palles the Granicus, ibid, obtains a 
victory over the Pcrfians, iii. 12. many 
princes fubmit to him, ibid, his army in- 
V reaie-, ibid, died eight years after his con- 
qvivit, ibid, his acqiiifitions divided among the 
partners of his victories, ibid, he and Nadir 
Shahjboili made an expedition into India, iv. 

143. a coinparifon of their characters, iv. 143, 

144. their tkdi re of farnc and glory, iv. 143. 
few coixntries that have not had their Alex- 
anders and Nadirs, iv. 144. confounded die 
rules of religion and morality, ibid, moral 
reflexions on falfe glory, iv. 144, 145, tlic 
motives of their im'uduigljidui, iv, 145. how 


long fince Alexander made his expedition, 
ibid , his corixing into India, and fubduingkirtg 
Porus, iv, 162, 163. a comparifon between. 
Alexander’s and" Nadir’s reftoring the con- 
quered kingdoms to the Indian kings, iv* 
194. ' 

A.I.; KOULi KHAN,fon of Ibrahim Khan, Na- 
dir’s brother, confidered as tucceffor to Na- 
dir, iv. 246. his revolt from Nadir, iv. 259. 
comes to Mcfched on his uncle’s death, iv* 
285, elected king of Pcrfia, ibid, takes 
the name of AdiJ Shah, ibid, his clemency, 
ibid, kills his neareft relations, ibid, his 
cruelty to his uncle’s women, iv. 206. a- 
bandons himfelf to WT>mcn and wane, ibid, 
fends his brother Ibrahim Myrza for recruits 
at Isfahan, ibid. confelTcs having a fhare in 
the murder of his uncle, ibid, his decree 
feat to Refhd after his uncle’s death, iv. 
•287. marches to Afhrelf, iv. 2.89. culti- 
vates an amity with the i 'arks and Riiifirti'ss, 
iv. 290. his letter with pxicihc iidi ructions 
to the Ruifian emhafftdor, ibid, delhoiis of 
making an alliance wdth that court, iv. 29?. 
his favourite wife of the chriiVuin religion, 
iv. 293. inarches with his troops airvuidi 
Ills brother, iv. 298 defeated by his brev- 
ther, iv. 207, furrenders lilmfelf, is put to 
dentil, ibid, his fliort and unhappy icign, 
ibid, his char.a/Ier, ibid. 

Am AN OLA defeats the troops going to the 
relief of Isfahan, iii. 129. liis great cruclt) , 
iii. 153. enters Calbin, ibid, treats the in- 
habitants with great rigour, iii. 157. wound- 
ed ill the infurrcAion at Calbin, :uid makes 
his cfcape, iii. 138. his pretenhons to a lhare 
of the treaiure and fovcrcignty, iii, 183. 
comproniifcd, ili. 1 84. affronted by Maghinud, 
iii, 21 1, put to death bv order of Aibrcff, 
iii. 218, 

Amur asl.an khan acquaints Shah Ta*h- 
mas of AfhrefPa defign to f'eize his perfon, 
iii. 224. faves bimlelf by flight, iii. 225, ao 
knowdedges the fovereignty of Add Shah, iv. 
290. an officer of great experience, ibid*, a 
favourite and copy of Nadir, iv. 290, 293. 
revolts from Adil Slvah, iv. 29^. fends a 
body of Afehans to pillage the Engl iih fhe- 
tors in Rclnd, iv. 2Q3' promotes the rebel- 
lion of Ibrahim Myrza, ibid. cxpcdt.H tiie 

diadem 
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diadem himfeif, ibki. cut off by Ibrahim 
Myvzg, iv. 298. 

Arabia, Vali of, his coiuludl at the battle of 
Gulnabad, iil. ic6, 107, 108. his fpcech at 
the Divan after that battle, iii. III. made 
governor of Isfahan, iii. 112.^ bis trcachciys 
iii. 1 17, 123, 124, 125, 131. his artifices 
and evafions, iii* 137. condcinned by Magh-* 
mud to perpetual imprifonment, iii. 151. 

Arabians, rebel againfi the Perfian govern- 
ment, iv. 181. two tribes revolt from the 
Turks, iv. 232. are defeated by Suliman, 
ibid turbulent and inconftant, ibid, pover- 
ty the bell expedient to keep them hun\b!c, 
ibid. 

Armenia, the adventures of the pretended 
fucceffor l<i that kingdom, iii. 40. great part 
ot this country brought under the Turki/h 
yoke, iii. 195. 

Ah m e n I a n patriarch, Nadir’s extraordinary 
conduct towards him, iv. 216. 

Armen [AN s, a colony fettled at Julfa, iii. 
.115. in a thriving condition, ibid, dlilruft- 
ed by the Pcrfiiias, iii. 117. taxed by Magh- 
rviud, iii. 165. heads of three of them cutoff, 
ibid, badly ufed by TiTidimas Shah, iit, 191. 
priefis read the rod gofpel over Maghmud. 
iii. 209. gain v'ktory over the 'Ftirks, iii. 
252 diiheired by Nadir's taxes, leave their 
habitations, iv. 230. 

Arnaup, of Pvlarfeilles, rahfoms Topal Of- 
irun fromflavery, iv. i02. viutsOfman, then 
the grand vrAr, iv. 105. 

Arsaqes fuccceJs his father Darius, iii. 10. 
takes the name of Artaxerxes II. Ibid, from 
his great memory called Mnemon, ibid, in 
his reign the furious retreat of Xeiiophon, 
ibid he dies, ihid, 

Ar SKS, advanced to the throne by Begoos, iii, 

II. afiUninated. ibid. 

Arsites dilputes the crown with Darius, iii. 

10. gains two vidlories, ibid, his foldlers cor-* 
rupted, he is put to death, ibid. 

Artaxerxes, the 1‘on of Xerxes, adends the 
throne, iii, 8. 

Artemisium, tire Grecians obtain a viftory 
over the Perfians at Tea, iii. 7. 

Ashreef, his hither deprived of his life and 
throne by Maghmud, iii 134 behave.s with 
prudence anvl valour, ibid is conde mned by 
Maghmud, iii> 135. ■ is ^acquitted, itb .1355 


* ' 
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136. quits the army, iii. 148. returns Irom 
Kandahar much beloved, 205. chofeiPful- 
tanorPerfui, iii. 21 1. his charadter,iii 215. 
caufes the guards and. confidents of Magh- 
mud to be put to death, iii. 215, his artful 
behaviour to Shah Huflein,iii; 217. punilhcs 
the confpiratois who placed him on tlie 
throne, iii. 218. his cruelty to hb brother, 
iii. 221. endeavours to render hirnfelf popu- 
lar by tlie inildriefs of his adminjlliTUion, 
ibid, and to have his i'ovcrcignty acknow- 
ledged in Kandahar, iii. 222. fornns a dc-' 
fign of fei^fing Shah To^nnas, ibid, takes 
Koom, iii. 225. maffacres the Pernan lords 
who liad dirclofed hisdeligns iipojTradirnas, 

iii. 226. terrified by the Ottoman arm-:, 
fends iin cmbalTudor to the Pott, iii. 235, 
fortifies Isfahan, iii, 244. marches an ani;iy 
to meet Achmed Baflia, iii. 245. his flrata- 
gem to avoid a battle with the Turks, iii, 
246. gains a vidfoiy over the "lurks, lii, 
248. his artful behaviour to them. iii. 250. 
h!s prudent adminillration, iii. 253. con- 
cludes a treaty of peace with the port, di}. 
254. lends an embaffukn' toConftantinopIc, 

iv. 25. marches to pamgoon, and is de- 
feated, iv. 28, 29. retreats to Isfaduin, ;md 
incatiips At Mom tchakhor, iv. 29. difeated 
at that place, iv. 31. murders Shah Huilein, 
and flies from Drahan, iv. 32. marclies to 
Shirafs, iv. 37. is defoted there, i". 38. his 
flight, diflrefs, and death, iv. 39,40. ufarf>aiion 
of the Afghans ended, iv. 40.^ 

Assyrian empire, the firft monarchy, iii. i, 

Astabat, the Turks defert the Peifians here, 
iv. 42, 

Astrabad, rebellion* in this provinc(i, iv. 
244. Mahommed Hafian cholen for their 
leader, ibid, takes the capital, feizes Nadir’s 
treafure, and plunders tire Britini caravan, 
iv. 245. defeated by the Shah’s troops, ibid, 
the province ruined by this rebellion, ibid, 
the amount of the lofs by the plunder of the 
Britlfli caravan paid by Nadir’s order to tlie 
fadlors, ibid, 

Athemat doulet, prime minifter, confin- 
cd^ and his eyes put out, iii. 73. articles of 
accufation againft him, iii. 75. his aniwer 
and defence, iii. 76, &c. his death and cha- 
xaiiler, iii, 82, &c. 

* 

Avarice, 
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Avarice, its iv. 233. an inftancc of 

il in the Turkifli Baflias, iv. 253. 

B. 

Babulu khan, governor of Khoraiim, re- 
ceives Nadir in the ifation of a gcntleinan- 
uiher, iv. 5. negle<fts Nadir, iv. 7, difgraccs 
him, iv. 8. 

Babylon revolts from the king of Perfia, iii. 
5. is befieged, and taken by a ftiatagein of 
Zepyrus, ibid. 

Bactiarians, their counti*y invaded by the 
Turks, ill. 231. a divifion between the D*ac- 
tiarians and IvOrians, iii, 231. fpirit of diffen- 
fion brings on the di/grace of both nations, 
ibid, the jiadlinrians and Balouchees revolt 
from Nadir, iv. 239, 240. 

Bag DAT, its fituation on the Tigris, iv. 78. 

’ its anticjuity, fortiheation, and inhabitants, 
iv. 79, 80, befieged by Kouli Khtui, iv. 81. 
a great 'I'urkiilr army allemblc here ui de- 
fiance againft Nadir, iv. 131. 

Bagoas kills Ochus, king of Pcrfia, iii. IT. 
places Arfes on the throne, ibid, caufes him 
and his family be afialllnated, ibid, is 
compelled to drink the pohon he had pre- 
pared for the king Darius Codofnanus, ibid. 

Bassora, under ’alinn from the Arabs, iv. 
122. threatened with a liege from the Per- 
fians, iv. 223. the fwclling of the Eiiphra- 
tes occaftons an inundation and an epide- 
mical diforaer, iv. 253. befieged by the 
Perfuins, iv. 237. plunder, flaughtcr, and 
ether confequenccs, ibid. 

Bknder a b asst, the Afghans rcpulfed, iii. 

ii?9, 

Bengal, the Vakeel, Viis farcafm, iv. 186. 
kills himfelf and family with poifon, ibid. 

Ben- ISFAHAN, the gallant behaviour of its 
iidiabitants, iii. 180. defeat the Afghans, iii. 
167. furrenders by c^ipitulation, iii. 166, 
X67. 

C. 

Cabxjl, befieged by Nadir, iv. 151. taken 
by ftorm, ibid, puts Nadir in poffeflion of 
great freafure, iv. 132. the key of the 
northern parts of India, iv. 155, 

♦ Cy'MBYSLs fends Cyrus to ulfift Cyaxarcs, 

iii, 2* 
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Cambyses, font of Cyru^, afcends the throne 
of Pcrfia, iii, 3. fubdues the Egyptians, ibid, 
invades Ethiopia, iii. 4. his troops*^ deftroy- 
ed by famine, ibid. caufes Eis brother 
Smerdis to be murdered, ibid, deftroys 
Thebes, ibi^d, caufes his filler MiJroe to be 
murdered, lii. 4. his great cruelty, ibid. 
*many of his great officers buried alive, 
ibid, (hoots his cup-bearer through the 
heart, ibid, an impoftor ufurps his crown, 
ibid, dies of an accidental wound by his 
own fvvord, iii. 5. fuppofed to be Aha- 
fiierus mentioned in feripture, ibid. 

Cara achaieo, made general of the Tur- 
kijh army, iv. 120. 

Cars, the Turks, defeated by the Perfians, 

^53' 

Casbin, ceded to Aman Ola, iii. 153. it 
furrenders to him, ibid, the inhabitants 
drive away the Afghans, iii. 157. furrcndeis 
to thel'urkifti general, iii. 241. declares for 
Aflireff, iii. 244. 

Cashan, furrendcred to Zeberdeft Khan, iii. 

Cbantrou, Nadir’s pailagc obftrudtcd for 
want of a bridge, iv. 200, 

CiMON, his fuccefs againd the Perfiam, lii- 
8. carries the plunder to Athens, ibid, com- 
pels tJie Perlians to accept t>f peace, iii, 9, 

Cf iGi, a trihe of the Afghans, aluioll de- 
llroycd by MaUommed. iii. 23. 

CoHKiLAN, Khan of, in full march to relieve 
Isfiihan, iii. 132. is attacked by the Af- 
ghans, ibid, returns to his province, ibid. 
Maghmud lofes a great part of his army 111 
attempting to mluce this province, iii. 190. 

Constantinople, great rejoicings on the 
victory of the Turks over the l-crfians, iii, 

. ^97- 

Crjesus, taken prifoacr by Cyrus, ia. 2 . re- 
fiored to his thrruic, ibid. 

CyrUvS the GREAT, the Perfian empire found- 
ed by him, id. i. his defeent, iii. 2, gains a 
victory over the Babylonians, ibid, a fecond 
time victorious, ilvid. takes SardLs, and makes 
Cnx-fus king of Lydia prifoner, ibid, fub- 
dues tlie Lcfler Afiii, and other countries, 
ibid, puts BaHhazar iuid his courtiers to tho 
fword, ibid. ftilfiL ihe propheiy of Daniel, 
ibid, is the (ole monarch of the empire of 
Pcrfia, iii. 3. nubUfiies an edivi for iThe 

building 
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J>iillcVtng th(i temple of Jerufelein, ibid. hJs 
characler and death, ibid, 

CvRUf?^ Darius’s fon, his father leaves him 
the domii lions of tlie Lefler Afia, iii. jc., 

D. 

I> AGISTAN, the Ruffian general arrives here, 
iv. ^.26. the Lcfgees apply to him, ibid. 
Nadir meets with a repuife here, iv. 236, 
23S. 

D AM^»oo^f, the Afghans defeated here by the 
Perfians, iv. 30. 

Darius, fon of Hyflafpcs, cledled king, iii. 

5. marries two of the daughters of Cyrus, 
ibid, onlers the temple of lerufalcm to be 
built, ibid, requires the jewifh prlefis to 
pray for him, i’niJ. takes Babylon, ibid, 
caufes 3000 citizens to be impaled, and their 
xvalls to be demoliilied, hi. 6. invades 
Scyrhin, iii. 6. retreats, ibid, invades In- 
dia, and fubdu(?s the loniaris, ibid, fends 
AdarfUJifuis tbc Atlicnians, ibid, in- 

vades (jicecc, and becomes mafter of the 
tilands in the Aegean fea, ibid, his death, iii. 7. 

Darius lurnamed Codomanus, king of Per- 
ha, iii. ii. compels Bagoas to drink the 
poifon lie had prepared for him, ibid, an 
iiccomplifhed prince, ibid. the Grecians 
imiic againff him, ibid, .’aiarchcs to meet 
Alexander, iii. 12. defeated, and his wife, 
mother and children made pri/bners, ibid. 

DKiitiE, the Indian army pitch their tents in 
this neighbourhood, iv. 158. the cafUc and 
city in Nadir’s hands, tv. 172, a mob kills 
Perfian horfenren, iv. 176. njaffacrc in this 
city, iv. 176, 

T>erbe^T}^ the inhabitants fuffcT by famine, 
iw 226. Nadir maTcbes from hence to 
Mogan, iv. 236. tht: Lefgees alarm the 
garrlfon, iv. 241. and dlftrefs the city, i\\ 
242. 

D^:vr an KUAN, prime minifter of India, en- 
mity between him and Nizam A 1 Muluck, 
IV. 140. they command the Indian arniv, 
iv. 158. he is wounded and dies, iv. 166, 


Elkphants, at the head of the Indian army, 
iV. 166. the ftratagem uftd by Nadir to.op- 
pofe thefe animals, ibitL 
VoL. IV. 


£ X. 

EmiS HEMSff, comes tcuhe throne of PA-r;u 

iii. 17. murdered by the contrivance of his 
brother, ibid. 

Emir khan, general of Ibrahim’s a’ . 'lery, 
joins his opponents, iv. 299. tiicns can- 
non upon him at IkEhiram- and ddperi'c^i 
his army, ibid. 

Eretria, deftroyed by Darius, iii. 6. 

Erjvan, the capital of Armenia, befieged 
by the 'Turks, iii. 192, X93. fhrrenders by 
capitulation, iii. 194. taken by Kouli Khan, 

iv. 1 21. a great battle fougiit near it between, 
the Perfians and Turks, iv. 252. the latter 
deieated, ibid. 

Erzeroum, the Turks alarmed at Nadir’s 
demands, aflemble an army near this place, 
iv. 230. 

Ethiopians, invaded byCambyfes, iii. 4* 

Evangeeists, Nadir orders a tranflatkm to 
be made into Pcrfic, iv, 217. 

European traders, at Isfahan, heavy contri- 
butions laid upon them by Maghmud, iiu 
164. 

Ez AD ALL AH, kills hls father, and is acknow- 
ledged chief of the t?abe, iii. 62. defeats 
tlic Pcifian arm}s and takes Herat, ihitL 
obtains a^great vidtory over the Ferbans, iii. 


False glory, reflexions on bad conle- 
quenccs, ivA 266. 

Far ABA D, country palace ne::r h fahan, iii, 
114. a dcicription of it, ibiJ. the Afg-^ 
bans take poueffion nf it, 

Fj-NDur v, KUAX cftbeKoun.];, commands 
Shah T'.tdumis's troops, iii. 171. his cru- 
elty, ibid, defeated by the Afghans, ibid. 

G. 

Galii’zen knez, Ruffiaa embaffiKior, a let- 
ter from Kouh-a to him, on Add •Simhes ac- 
ceffion to the throne, iv. 29c. 

Georgians, fheir fainous retreat from Kan- 
dahar, iii. 49, 50. no affiftance given by 
them to Shah HufleiD, iii. 133. tlve 'Turks 
have a view to Oeorgru iii. 175, it is 
brought imder thc-ir daininion, iii. 178. 
courage of a wcmi.'sn of tliis coiintiy, iii. 
i86. defeendents of the ancient Ibcrhins, 
iv. 113. a defeription of then:i, iv. 113, 
K r 
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1 ! 4. refufe (ending the foils of their nobi- 
lity to Nadir’s camp, iv\ 15S, a bra^c 
people, and capable of great ddigns,. iv. 300- 

Ghiez, its fituation, iii. 165,: 166. beficged 
and taken, iii^ j66. of great fcrvice to- the 
Afghans, ibid, 

Giiii'an, fubdued by Peter the Great, iii. 
178. this and other towns on the Ctdpian 
yielded to the Czar by treaty, 181. iii^ 

Ghulpaigan, a town attached to Ta^hmas, 
in. 170. bdieged by Maghmud, ibkl, ob- 
liged to fubmit to him, iii, 172. 

Ghfxians obtain a victory over the Perfian 
fleet, iii. 7. 

Gurchjn-khant,. prince of Georgia, his 
character, iii. 27, 28. made governor of 
Kandahar, and opprefles that pro* ince, iii. 
28. fends Mir- vais to Isfahan, iii- 30 his 
conduft on the return of Mir-vais, iii- 42. 
demands the daughter of Mir-vais, iii, 43* 
Mir- vais gains his confidence, iii, 45. maf- 
facred with all his retinue, iii. 47; 

G ULNABAD, an account:_of the battle be- 
twixt the Perfians and Afghans, iii. ic6, 
the Vali of Arabia’s condtuSf caifured, iii, 
107, 108. the caufe of the fuccefs of the 
Afghans^ iih 108. ♦ 

H. 

Hama n AN, beficged by the Turks, iii. 196, 
a treaty oP peace concluded here between 
the d'urks and Afghans, iii. 254. taken by 
Koull Khan, iv. 41. a battle here, where- 
in the 'Purks are vi6Iorious over the Perfi- 
a?5$, iv. 43. this town again in. the hands of 
tlse Turks, ibid. 

Her A ci-ios, a Georgian prince, prevails in 
Pciilii, iv, 300. improbability of eftablifli- 
ing him as king, ibid.- 

independent of Perfia, iii. 63, go- 
vcaiiui by i/zad?dlah, ibicL 

Hu Silt IN, king of Perfia, hiwS charaffer, iii. 
30. Avilliiig; to cptit all pretenfions to Kan- 
dahar, iii- 58. prepares to attack the Ab- 
dolkes and Oufi'Cgs, iii, 64. pr elides at the 
Divan,, at the triaf of the Alhemat Dotdet, 
iii. 75* , convinced of the inn(x'.cncc of this 
ivnriid:cr, yet pardons his accui'ers, iii.. 84, 
gnnUs a j>cace to the Lelgees, iii. 87, ar- 
il. ;d of the T'lirkiOi enibiiflador, iii. 89- 
itr.ds an embaffador to Coidlaiu'moplc, iii, 
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92. frightened by vsytious prefages, returns 
to Isfahan, iii. 92* calls a council itfter Ac 
battle of Gulnabad, iii, no. /cjeiSts the 
propofals fent by Maghmud, iii. 124, beha- 
viour during the ficge of Isfahan^, iii. 137, 
infatuated by the artifice of the Vali of A- 
ynbia, iii. 138, his defigned negotiation 
refufed by Maghmud, iii. 140. reiigns tlie 
empire to the conqueror, iii. 144. the ce- 
remony of his abdication, iii. 145. re- 
duced to I he number of five women, iii. 152. 
ratified his abdication, ibid, the bloody mur- 
der of his children by Maghmud, iii- 207. 
his numerous offspring and unbounded vo- 
luptuou fnefs, iii. 208. gi - esan abdication to 
Aihreii', iii. 217. murdered by him, iv. 32. 

Hussein khan, brother of Maghmud, com- 
mands at Kandahar, iv. 147. the town is 
blockaded by Nadir, iv. 149. offers to ac- 
knowledge Nadirs fovercignty, ibid, is con- 
firmed in his government, iv. 148, 

L 

Ibrahim bash a, grand vizir, put to death, 
iv. 48. leaves immenfe riches, iv, 48. lb.i'> 
body dragged at a horfe’s tail, iv. 49, 

Ibrahim khan. Nadir's brotlier, engage?i 
the Lelgees and is killed, iv. 148. 

Ibrahim myri^a, fent by his brother Adii 
Shah to Isfahan to raife recruits, iv. 287, 
revolts, iv, 294, 295, 296. defeats his bro- 
ther, and puts him to death, iv, 297- in 
difficulties for want of money and proviftons, 
iv. 298. fends Emir Khan to Tjeluran, 
who joins Ibrahim’s opponents, iv, J9(). his 
army difpeffed and hinifelf cut off, iv. 299. 

Jews return to their own country, iii- 3. 

Imam, or head of the Mahommedans, the 
Grand Signior the only one, iii*. 238. que- 
ries to the Mufti concerning it, iii. 239. an- 
fwers of the Mufti, iii. 239, 24O- 

Indian of Cabul,, his prudence and great gc*- 
nius, iri. 219. ufed in a refpecSlful manner 
by Maghinucl, ibid, his eftatc confifeated 
by Aihreff*, ibid. 

India, mcafures taken by that court to op- 
pofe the Perfian amr^y, 153 - difeord u- 
mong tire Indian chiefs, iv, 154. the pomp 
and numbei of the Indian . army, iv, i5&* 
it uicamps in the plains of Karnal, iv, #59. 
defeated by Nadir, iv, 167, the lofs of the 

Indiana, 
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^ndktts/iv, 167. diftrefs of their camp, iv, 
167, J168. number flain by the Perfians in 
marauding, iv. 172. the barbarous treat- 
ment of the Indians by the Perfuins in 
colle£l:ing the contributions, iv. 187. the 
treallire amaffed on this occ^afion, iv. 188. 
value of the damage done by Nadir ,to 
the Indians, iv. 197, 198. Indian and Ar- 
menian merchants burnt alive by Nadir, iv. 
258. 

Injdus, the moft confiderahle river in Afia, 
except the Ganges, iv. 16 1. its courfe of 
great extent, ibid. 

Ion IANS, fubdued by Darius, 6. 

Isfahan, ftate of it after the battle of Gul- 
nabad, iii. iii. the fituation and extent of 
this city, iii. 121. its rirer and bridges, ibid, 
its magnificence, and great number of in- 
habitants, iii. 222.fuffcrs by famine, iii. 137, 
139. great defertion, iii. 139. its dreadful cir- 
cumft-mces by ftimine, iii. 142. the people 
eat human flcih, iii. 143. furrender of the 
city, iii. 145. barbarities of the Afghans, 
iii. 159, 160, i6t, 162. a new colony of 
Afghans arrive from Kandahar, iii. 167. 
retaken by the Pcrlian army, iv, 33. cruel- 
ties committed here by Nadir, i. 258. 

I.1MAEL poifeiTes the Perfiim throne, iii. 15. 
one of the grctvtelt kings of the cajf, ibid 

lsMAFr> II. comes to the croyvn of Perfia, iii, 
16. Ihut up in prifon, ibid, puts his brother 
to de.atb, ibid, dies by poifon, iii. 17. 

Ismael III. pofielfes the crown of Pcrfia, iii. 
t 8. his thro«at cut by a barber, ibid, 

Ismael bf.o, fent embaflador to Ruffia, iii, 
x8o. concludes a treaty, iii. 181. the par- 
ticulars of that treaty, ibid. 

ISPIRI ZADF, the Grand Signior\s chaplain, 
his chariuSfer, Iv. 50. afliftsUie rebels in the 
con j pi-racy, ibid. 

JtvLFA, taken by the Afghans, Iii. 114. v/hen 
built and inhabited, iii. 115. 

K. 

KiELAT, the great rcpofitory of trcafiire fur- 
rendered to Adil Shah, i\% 286. 

Kai^JDAHAR, that province fnbmits to Akbar, 
iii. 25. recovered by Shah Abas, ibid, tall:; 
agivin into the hands of the ludiam, ibid, a 


ftrong barrier between Perfia and India, MIh 
26. taken by Shah Abas, ibid, bcfieged by 
the Moghol, ibid, reftitution demandedy 

iii. 27. the rebellion here extinguilbed, hi. 
28. a caravan arrives from hence to Magh - 
mud, iii. 203. 

Kerkoud, the Turks defeat Kouli Khan 
here, iv. 86, 87. 

Khalbelli khan, a relation of Nadir 
Shah, the mutual confidence between him 
and the governor of Farfiftan, iv. 240. 

Kherman, Nadir’s great barbarities here,. 

iv. 259. 

Khihva and Bokhara taken by Nadir, iv, 
206. he takes from thence many thoufand 
Perfians and Oufbegs, iv. 207. 

KhoRASAN, once lavoured by Nadir, W. 258, 
in ihc fame miifciy as other parts of Pcifia, 
iv. 258. 

Khosroff KHAN, lent againft the Afghans, 

iii. 53. obtains a viftory over them, iii. 54. 
lays fiege to Kandahar, iii. 55, 56. his de- 
feat an j death, iii 56. his hiftory and cha- 
ra£l:cr, ibid. 

Khudayar khan, goyernor of Peklcr, rc- 
fufes to acknowledge Nadir’s fovercignty, 

iv. 202. capitulates, and gives up his riclies, 
iv. 204. 

Kislar, fubjedl to the Ruffians, iv. 226. 
built on the Pedian territories, ibid, the 
Riiffian.s order troops hither, ibid. 

Koom, Shah Hiiflein’s children buried here, 
iii. 218. furrendervS to AihrefF by capitula- 
tion, iii. 225. 

Koular AGASSI, named Almas, endeavours 
to favc himfclf by iii. 216. is over- 

taken, and put to the rack, ibid, he flays 
his wife, and Hubs himfelf, ibid, his charac- 
ter, ibid. 

Koulifa, embanador in Ruffia, liis letter to 
Knez Galitzcn, the Ruffian embaflador, iv, 
290. 

Kourds, a rcftlefs people, ni. 63. commit 
robberies under the walls of Isfahan, iii. 63.1 

Kitmmf.r o’din khan, t]\e Indian vizir, 
treated vvhth fe verity, iv. 186. obliged to pay 
a great contribution, ibid, his fccretary poi- 
ions himfelf, ibid, remarkable flery of. bis 
fon, iv. 19c, 19 1. 

Lahor, 



I N D E X. 


5176^ 277. Muftjipha Khan diftinguifhcd for 
his honcfty, iv. 284* at Nadir's death on an 
cmbafly to Conftantinople, ibid. 

Mvrza mehtie, the affair of tranflating the 
cvangelifts put under his direction, iv. 21 j. 
fummons Armenian bifhops, Romifli mif- 
fionaries, and Perfiati mullahs, to meet him 
at Isfahan, ibid, the manner this tranflation 
was nuide, iv, 218. finiflicd in fix months, 
ibid, prefciUed to Nadir, his reflexions upon 
it, ibid. 

N. 

Nachivan, the Armenians hero invite the 
I'urks into their country, iii. 194. brought 
under the Turkifli yoke, iii. 198. 

Nadir kouli, the meaning of his name, iv. 
2. where born, iv, 3. his father’s fit nation, 
ibid, bred a iliepherd, ibid, obliged to gather 
ilicks for a fupport, ibid, is carried into capti- 
vity by the Ouihcgs, IV. 4. returns to Khora- 
fan, ibid, a coinpanion of robbers, ibid, enters 
into the fcrvicc of a lleg, ibid, murders his 
feUow-courlcr, Ibid,' alfo his maftcr the Beg, 
and marries his daughter, iv. 5. /etircs with 
her into the mountains, ibid, enters into the 
feiTice of -Babulu Khan, ibid, noted for cou- 
rage, addrefsj^ and peiTonal Hrength, ibid, 
commands an expedition agaliiff the (.)ur- 
begs, iv. 7. • acquires honour, and is dif- 
graced, iv. 7, 8. retires to [v;elat, iy. 9. re- 
treats to the rriouiitains for the tiiird time, 
ibid, robs for feveral years, ibid, join- 
ed by the troops of ^Sef O Din Beg, iv. 10, 
a pardon obvaiued for Nadir, iv. 1 1. goes 
to Ka-hit, murders his uncle, and takes the 
iorirdh of Kselat, ibid, wages war againft 
the Afghans, iv. 12, 13. takes Nichabur, 
and reinforces his army, ibid, obtains the 
Sha)i\s pardon at Farabad, iv. 14. joiiis his 
lorces vviih thoie under Fatcy Ali Khan 
Khajar, iv, 15, 16. Nhadir kills this Khan, 
and acquires the foie command, iv. 17, 18, 
conducts Sb.ah 'rivlimas to Nichabur and 
•Mcfchcd, iv. 18, 19, increafes his army, 
iv. 19. is named Diehmas by the Shah, iv. 
20. reduces Khorafan and Herat, iv. 22, 23. 
returns in triumph to Mefchcd, iv. 23, en- 
gages Shah 'ikehmas to remain at Ikehiran, 
tv. 30. defeats tlie Afghans, and enters If- 
fahan, iv, 31, 36, obtains a victory over 


them at Shirafs, iv. 38, takes Hainadan and 
Tavris, iv. 41. grants a truce to the^l'urksy 
ibid, augments his ai*my in Khhrafaii, iv. 
64. difapproves of the peace the Shall made 
with the Tu|.ks, iv. 65, 66. makes *his fun 
governor of Khorafan, iv, 67. arrives atif- 
fahan, iv. 67. endeavours to vindicate his 
condudl to the Shah, iv. 68. delivers letters 
accufing fomc of hi.s courtiers, iv. 69. in- 
trigues to depofe the Shah, iv. 70, 71. takes 
an oatli to the infant king Abas, iv. 73. ad- 
vances his fons and brotlicrs to the principal 
governments, iv. 74. iiis manifefto difclaim- 
ing the peace with the Turks, ibid, fends 
an cmhaffidor to Ruflia, notifying tbp accef- 
fion of Abas to the throne of Pcrfia, iv. 76. 
marches with an army to Bagdat, iv. 77. 
bcfieges this city, iv 80, See delcated by 
the d'urks in the battle of Kerkoud, iv. 86, 
87. retirc.s to Ramadan, iv. 93. recruits Ids 
army, iv 94. his llratagcm, iv. 97. routs 
the I'urkiih army? iv. 98, 99. acquainis 
the Ruflian court of his fuccels, iv. 109. 
defeats Mahommed Khan Bnlouchc, iv. 1 1 1. 
marches into Cxcorgia, and takes 1 eflis, iv. 
1 12. takes (Janja and Shamakie, iv. 115, 
1 1 6, the Rullians make a treaty with him, 
iv. 207. his fpeech to an afiembly of tlie 
chiefs of Perfur, iv. 124. is declared king, 
iv. 125, 127. vhe conditions of his accept- 
ing the diadcrTi, iv. 127* coins money, and 
feizes the lands of the church, iv. 128, 129. 
takes the uiual oath at C:;dbin, iv. 132. fends 
an cmbaliador to ^Furkey, iv, 132. matches 
to Isfahan, iv. 135. makes preparations for 
au expedition againfl Kandahar, iv, 137. 
how^ his chnradtcr differs from that of Alex- 
ander the Great, iv. 143, See. leaves Isfa- 
han, iv. 146. arrives at Kandahar, ibid, be- 
ficges the town, iv. 147. caufed a number 
of houfes to be built, ibid, correfpends with 
difeontented lords in India, iv. 149. takes 
Cabuh iv. I 51. his fevero difeipline by rip- 
pin'T open eighty foldicrs, iv. 152. takes 
Cabul by Iform, ibid, fends an embaffy, and 
writes to the Indian emperor, iv. 154. cor- 
rupts the Indians with the plunder of Ca- 
bul, iv. 155, meets with difficulties in his 
way to the river Indus, ibid, enters into 
a treaty with the mountaineers, iv. 1^6. 
fcnds anotlier cmbafly to tlie great IVfoghol, 
ibid, hiS pomp when he enters the Indian 

terri- 
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territories, iv* i 6 o, pafles the river Indus, 
iv* it) I takes Jominabad and I^ahor, iv. 
162 arrives on the plains of Karnal, iv. 163. 
the number of his army in India, iv^ 164. 
defers the Indian army at Karnal, iv. 166. 
has an interview with the Indian minitteis, 
iv. 168. his fpc’cch to the Indian tm- 
peror, Iv. jyo. gives a gratuity to every 
I'oldier, iv. 173. marches from Karnal to 
Delhie, iv. 173, &c. orders Dclhie to be 
inaflaered, iv. 176. his conduct after the 
maflacre, iv. 178. large fiims brought into 
his treafury, iv. 179. is diinttisfied with his 
(bn's government in Perfia, iv. j8o. fends a 
<lccr^% coniirming all governors and magi- 
ftrntes in their ports till his return, iv. 181. 
fends an embaiikdor to Turkey, iv. 182. the 
conditions Ins enrtoartbdor re(|uircs, ibid, 
pays his f ddiers their arrears, with a gra- 
tuity, in Ills own coin ftruck upon this oc-' 
cafion, ibid, makes preibnts to the great 
Moghol and Indian lords, iv. 190, 19 1. his 
advice to the great Moghol, iv, 193. mar- 
ches from Dehlie, iv. 196. punilhcs de- 
ferters, ibid, an inrtanco of his vaiiity and 
av;iric(‘, iv, 108, 199. feize.'- the plunder be- 
longing to his own foldicrs, i v, 201. marches 
to Peiihor, iv. 207.. iends iiis rreafurci: to 
Kiclat, iv. 205. reduces Kirteva and Pole- 
liara, iv. 2c6, 207. his coiulu-,^t to lus foil, 
who makes an attempt on liis ule, iv 2.10, 
2J1. arrives in the ncj|vhbGurhood uflda- 
han, iv. 2J I, the aflheb.on for his darling 
fon, iv . 212. fends an cmbafllidor to Ruflia, 
and another to Turkeys iv. 214, 215. i c- 
news his claim to the provinces and cities 
formerly belonging to Pcrfia, iv. 215. re- 
duces the Arabian rebels and Ouinegs, ibid, 
orders a maiHblcu/n to be built at Mclehed, 
iv. 2 1 6. aims at introducing a new religion 
into Pcrfia, iv. 216, 217. caufes a tranflatron 
of the four evangel ifts to be made into Per- 
fic, iv. 217, marclves againrt the Lefgces, 
and enters Dagirtan, iv. 224. dhgurted with 
the Ruffian court, iv. 228, bis ernehy to 
the people, ibid, his avarice and ciudty 
to the Periians by his exorbitant tavvs, iv, 
220, 230. demand:; from the Oitoman court 
the reifitution of the provinces in Armenia, 
Afia Minor, a: uV t Georgia, iv. 231. writes a 
*Ietrer to the Grand Signim, and another to 
the Bailui at Ragdat, iv. 232, the Tutks 


dread his defigns againft them, iv, ^234; 
declares hiinfelf a Sunni, ibid, his plan of a 
campaign againft the Turks, iv. 238. pu- 
niflies the rebels inFarfiftan, iv. 243. orders 
the amount of the lofs o( tlie Britilh caravan 
to be paid, ibid, returns from Turkey into 
Perfia, iv. 245. marches his army into the 
Turkifti dominions, iv. 248. defeats tho 
7 'urks in wo battles, iv. 252, 253. makes 
a peace wdth them, i^'. 254, See, an embaf- 
fador fent fxom the Ruffian court to Nadir, 
iv. 259. orders the fons of the nobles of 
C. 5 eorgia to attend his camp, iv. 2 57. his pec- 
vrthnels and cruelty at Isiahan, iv. 258 fc- 
vcral Indian and Armeiuan incrchai'its burnt 
alive, iv. 258 Intends to rnafiacre part of his 
own army, but is lumiblf affiiffinaied, iv. 
260, 26 1,. 262. fhuightcr by the Tartars ^af- 
ter ids death, ibid, moth es of Nadir’s fan- 
pofed intention of a maffiicrc, ibid, reilexioas 
upon his death and charaefer, iv, 263, 266. 
age and reign, ibid, a great compoimon in 
his character, iv. 266. his perfon, ibid, hb 
voice lirong and fonorous, i’’. 267. his cor- 
poral ftrength great, Jbid. de.\tcrity in the 
battic-ax, ibid, his memory and knowledge 
ot t}}c sj^efni u:i of tile Perflari.^:, ibid, his fJ-uH 
in the tinauccs, ibid far advanced in life be- 
fore he le.i! ried tv) read, iv. 2O8. his diet and 
drefs, ibid his lo^ c of wonlen, ibid, his de- 
tertation of fodomv, iv. 269. purufhed tiiole 
that ’were (atiiical upon him, iv. 270. iii- 
ftancesofhis avarice, iv. 271. it incrcafcd 
with his years, iv. 274. his jealoufy and clif- 
trurt, ibid, his artful way of gaining the af- 
fcfiion of his army,*! ^ 278. his pnah;nce, 
rcl'olution, and prdence in lulddon, iv, 279. 
preferred rtralagem to force, iv. 280. 
made an ejaculatory prayer before a bvattlt,- 
ibid, indefatigable in perfonal application, 
and the duty of a commander, ibid, piinclual 
in paying his army, v. 281. the foie vender 
of cloth, and feme other commodities, to 
them, ibid, capricious fometimes, pardoned 
great offenders, ibicL his behaviour to hi.s 
niinirters, iv. 282. his condw^f in the be- 
ginning of his reign, iv, 283. delivered Per-’ 
fia from the yoke of the Afghan.' , ibid, the 
motives that Influenced his actions, ibid, 
reflexions on his tyranny by Ins nephetv ^ 
Add Shah, iv. 287, 288. tyrannical go- 
vernment bits reduced Perlia, i . . 300. 

Naxir 
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H the Kbaa of Hartia- 

dan^ iii. 162^ 163. fcveral pArt5 of 

Perliavihid. feirt tcj' Katfiinvn, iii. ifo, makes 
htmfclf inafter of tho towns of that pt-o- 
vince, iii 185. killed at the fiege of Shi- 
r.afi, ibid* his death ami charadier, ibid, his 
rtKmument erected by Maghmud^ iii. j86. 

N?>'R Ahi MV'R/A, Nadir’s fccorul fon, 
ri^s the great Moghal’s ubiety i\-. 188. de- 
feats the pretender Saun, iv. 242. falls a fa- 
crifice to Adil Shah, iv. 285. 

Njsli m a ho mm ED AG A en^ ov from the 
Grand Sigitior to Peter the Great, iii. 173. 
his piiblic entry at Molco, iii 174. 

Nizam al mui uck, a chief in India, ac- 
qi!iiij>ts Nadir of the alFairs at the Adog- 
hel’s court, ie. 142. an interview between 
him and Nadir, iv. i(>S. obliged to raife a 
large contribution, i'.\ 185. 

O 

OcHus, called Darius Notbus, afeends the 
throne of Pcrfia, iii, 10. puts Arhtes, and 
others, to death, Ihul. reduces Kgypt and 
IVledia, ibid, his death, ibid. 

Ociius, foil of Aitaxcrxcs JL cenccaJs his 
father's death, iii. JO. go erns ten months 
in his father’s name, iii. ir. makes a de- 
cree for dcclat^iug luvnllli king, ibid go- 
verns iu l\is own name, ibid, a cru<;!, but a 
valiant prince, ibid, lecovcrs ibid, 

dubducs Syria and Cyprus, ib;d. fialn by 
Uagoas, ibid, 

OasnEGs. Sec tartars. 

F. 

PatPvON.x K.AT.TI., a janiffny, brin-gs about 
a revi.'^uvion in Turkey, iv. 44 dethrones 
tb,c Sul'.: .0, iv. 51. advances Mahommed, 
tl)C S-d t in's nephew, to l)ie throne, ibid, 
his benaviour to the new Suitan, iv. 51, 52. 
his extieordinerv advcntufcs, iv. 55, ^rc. 
he and. o:!u;r iet>ds [nit to death in die Sc- 
reglirg iv. co. 

PkisuoR, :i dry in India,- take n by Nadir, !v. 
1^7, the govevnor won to )us iiUeudi, ibid. 
Nadir advanzes thence to the Indus, iv. 
160. 

Pen AT jcK, religious, ATaylirrmd undertakes 
one, iii. 2c6, jnoft furpriiing and fuperfti- 
Jiious, ibid. 


Persia^ its empire foimdcd by Cynw tftc 
Great, iii. i. the fccond of the f<IUr mo ■ 
ilarchics, ibid, what occafioned ttieir being* 
an cafy conciurft to the Grcciam, hi, 12. 
the inoivarchy becomes a part of the Grcckiii 
empire, ibid thus kingdom reftored by Ar- 
tifexerxes, iii. 13. when conquered by the 
Sanicen.^, ibid, its tranquillity in the begin- 
ning of this cightcemh century, iii. 22. the 
Afghans the authors ot its catailrophe, ibid, 
the corrupt ions of the court under Shah 
HulTein, iii 30, 31. the di' ifions and par- 
ties la Perha, iii. 31, 32. the indiicreet talk 
of the Rufflan cmtudbidor made way for ti\e 
invafion of PerfM, iii 42. a rebcili'^iu juded 
by Mir Vais al kandahar, ibid, a vidory ob- 
tained by the Perfuins over the Afghans, iii, 
54. the Afghans defeat the Perhans, iii, 56. 
arc defeated by EzadaJ! ah, iii 66. the Per- 
lian army niarclurs to iiglit the Afghans, iii. 
103 mi m be r of the 1 Vidian anrx}^ i'b 104. 
their conduct, towards the Armenians of 
Julfa, iii. 1 1 6, 1) 7. the empire reiigned by 
Shah Hufrein, iii. 144- the luathem prr)- 
vinces in Pcrila invaded by the lUuf ciis, iii, 
155. mahacrci'N by Maabnutd, Iii 1 5Q> iCx', 
i6f. the advantages tlic C/;ir and the Grand 
Signior made by the troubles of Perha, hi, 
276, 179, 227. a partition of the Pcrfian 
dominio.as, iii* igq. Pcrfian lords mailiicrcd 
by AOiieff, iii. 226. the deploralde {late 
the Pcrfian monarchy, iii. 227. the Pedians 
enter Jsfalian, and take revenge of the Af- 
ghans, iv. 33. make peace with the 
iv. 64. ti'iC pj'eat change in the Perlian af- 
fairs by Kouli Khan, iv. I2I. the .Perfuiiis 
deicat the Indians, iv. 166, the maifacrc at 
Dclhie, iv. 176. groan under Nadirs tyran- 
ny, iv. 229. abandon their country, iv, 230, 
Imy hori'es from the Turks for the ufe of 
their army, i^^ 232. tlte diltrefled fituation 
- of Perha by Nadir’s avarice, iv. 247. they 
dci'eat thtv Turks in two battles,, ivu 252, 
2.53, the Perfian army ditj^xTied, iv. 262. 
the Perfiaivs [lolitc, cunnings and deceitful, 
iv. 275. tlieiJ- great confufion and calamities 
by Na<iir’s uiiirpation, iv. 300. dreadful dc- 
folation by the ravages x>f war, iv. 301. 
PiiTER the GREAT, dcfigns to Open a com- 
jnunic;nion between the Cafpian and Euxlne 
feas, iii. 254. fend*s an enibaffiuior to Perfia 
to complain of the Oulbegs, iii. 154, 2 55. 

invade* 
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invades the northern parts of P^srfia, iii. 155. 
operaiionsof fais army^ iii* IS5> 156, affern- 
bles an army near Dagiftan, iii. 176. his 
conduct in relation toPerfia not agreeable to 
the Port, iii. xgS* conferences renewed with 
him, iii. 199. a treaty conciudtd between 
the Czar and the Port, iii. 2CO. theartidcs 
of that treaty, iii. 200, 20i, his death, iii. 
226, 

Phedyma, difeovers the impoflor Smerdis 
by the lofs of his ears, iii. 5. 

Phil IE of iVlacedon, chofen general againft 
thePcrfians, iii. il. murdered, and fucceed- 
cd by his fbn Alexander, ibid. 

Pl the Pcriijii army defeated here, iiL 

8. Tnefndloclcs banifhed by the Athenians, 
ibid, choofes to poifon himltdf ratiicr than 
Sght againil his country, ibid. 

1^0 coiEjucrcd by Alexander the Great, iv, 
162, 163. 

Po u L \ H E ASHA Tent by the Serafkier to keep 
t)\e pof?: of 'Tahajak, iv, 95. abandons that 
paly to the enemy, ibid. 

Pr j rv c K, reflexion on not paying the debts of 
one deccafed, iv% 274. 

R. 

Religion, Nadir’s projtR^ of introducing a 
new religion into Perfia, iv. 21, 6. 

REwShd, the Englifn factors plundered here 
by enJer of Amur Aflan Khan, iv. 293. 

Rivers, Nadir's manner of throwing bridges 
over them, iv. 161. 

Riza kouli myrza. Nadir’s Ton, ap- 
pointed by his fatlicr regent of Perha, 
iv^ 142. his ebarad^er, ibid, defeats the 
Oufl:>eg 'raitars, iv. 147. returns vic- 
torious to Mcfclicd, ibid, his oppreffive go- 
vernment, iv. 149. his bad adminiiiration 
difpleafcs his father, iv. i8i. makes an at- 
tempt on his* fatlrer’s life, iv. 209. behaves 
very obffinately, iv. 2ri. his eyes put out, 
ibid, falls a facrificc to the jealoufy of Adil 
Shah, iv. 285. 

Roman conquett, 270 years after the Grct- 
cian empire, iii, 13. its duration, ibid. 

RusaiA, an embaflador fenc from that court 
to Utahan, iii. 37. ftrange alarms raifed in 
^criia at doming., iii. 37*3^^* his charac- 
ter, iii, 39, the RutTians uncaly at the con- 
quefts made bv the Turjes in Perfia, iii. 233, 
VoL. IV. ^ 


the fuceefs of the Ruffian arms there, iii. 23.^ 
234, mifunderfhuiding between the Ruiiians 
a^nd Turks, iii, 241. an embaflador fent by 
Kouli Khan to this court, iv. 1 17, conquclt 
on the Cafpian coaft delivered up to Petfin, 
iv, 117. Kouli Khan’s condiidl towards Ruf- 
fia, iv. 122. the Ruilians* reifore the domi- 
nions that belonged to the PcfTran empire, iv. 
124. an cmballador fent to Ruffia b/ Nadir, 
iv, 183. one fent w'ith prefents after hi^ re- 
turn from India, iv. 214. alarmed ai Nadir’s 
being on their frontiers, iv. 226. fend an 
embaflador to Nadir, iv. 257. proceed with 
gie.^t caution in oriental treaties, iv. 293. 

S. 

Saadit khan, taken prifoner, iv^ j 66* 
iias the ebauge of the city of Deblic for Na* 
dir, iv. 172 , deflroys himlelf, iv. 17:^. 

Sax ID ACHMEDKH.AN, goveTfior of Kl iCl- 
man, trcacheroufly dellroyed by Aftueff, ill. 
24‘ 

Saleh beg, affaflinates Nadir Shah, iv, 261. 

Saun, a pretende r (ent. into Perha. iv/24K 
hii hiUory and appearance in Perfia, iv. 
241. joined bv aii army of Eefeves, ibid, 
marches into Shirvan, iv. 242. dcieaie.i Iv 
Nv zr Ali M V rza, iivid. o.-ie of Ids cw.rtjt 
out, ibid, fent by Nadir vdidii a melt /ye to 

ti'iC Ottoman court:, ibid, 

^ • 

Salamis, the Perhan fleet defeated here, 
iii. 8 

ScHXacH EI.DAR, fcts up a new religion, iii. 
14. muidcieJ bvRuflan, ibid, kaves behind 
him lOnael and two other fons, ibid. 

Sc HI AS and SUNN 15 , two feets among the 
kialiommedans, iv. 129. divitie the Perfia ns 
and Turks, the former being Schias and the 
latter Sunnis, ibid, a decree b)' Nadir to unite 
thele two icdbs, ibid. 

Scythians, invade Thrace and plunder the 
country, iii, 6. 

Sefxme myrza, Shah HuffeiiPs Ton, a re- 
port that he cfcaped and retired to Turkey., 
iii. 206. 

Se e F t F. KOU LI K H A K, made gene; -d by tho 
court of Perha, iii. 65. defeated and cut efl' 
fay the Abdoilees, iii. 66. another of that 
name taken prifoner by the 7"urks, and cru- 
elly put to death, iv. 43. 

T t 
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? Fi^F rEf5, (he time this family pofTclTcd ihc 
throne, iii. 14. it ended in the pcrfon of 
Shah Huffcin, ili. 146. 

Shahrokit, gramlfm to Nadir» uncertain 
vvi)Ctlier lie was a (acrifice to Adi) Shah’s jea- 
lovify, iv, 286. Jeclai^d king of PeiTta, i\\ 
298. marches againft the Afghans, iv. 299. 
obliged to yield to Shah Doub, iv. 300. 

Khaljmar, Nadir mufters Ins army here, 
iv, 196. marches thence to Karnal, iv, 
198. 

Ships, Nadir attempts to get a fleet of (hips, 
iv, 228. 

Shiras^ befiegcd by the Afghans, hi. 185. 
a fujvply intercepted, iii. 188. diftreiTed by 
famitie, iii. 188. taken and facked, ibid, 
again doomed to dillrcfs and flauglitcr, iv^ 
243. 

Sir h V l m n d khan, an Indian lord of good 
reputation, iv. lyy, obtains the ccfliition of 
the flaughtcr nt Ikhlio, ibid, appointed chief 
colle<ib)r of the Indian contributi(>ns, iv, 
184. his declaration to Nizam A 1 Muluck, 
iv. 185. 

SMKRDrs, the Artxxeixcs of the feripture, 
ij Turps the throne, i. 5, ftiled tlie magian, 
ibid, cndeavouis to gain the afic^lions of the 
people, ibid, difeovered as an impoltor, ibid, 
ailailinated by the nobiljty, ibid, 

SoNPUT, PanJput, and feverallndian villages 
plundered thc Perfians, iv. 174. 

SoGDrANus u Turps the tfj rone of Perfia, iii. 
9. furrenders to Ochus, ibid, 

SuLiMAN, king of Perlia, iii. 21. his health 
impaired by drunkennefs and women, ibid. 
U)ider him Perfia began to decline, -ibid, 

SuJ. iJvi AN, uncic to Shah Tiehmas, airumcs 
the diadem, iv. 299. Toon becomes a facri- 
fice, iv. 30'). 

6 u Jim I A N E F F E N D I , fe n t by the ' Pu r ks i nto 
Perha, iv, 23. acquaints his court of an ap- 
proaching change in Perfia, ibid. 

Su L t M A K . the liciiicncnt of Achmed Baflra, 
defeats the Arabians, iv. 232. return:, home 
with a Ficii bootv, ibid. 

Si; 1. T A r: m e v n n , plains wlierc Nadir calls 
bLlorcb in rbe cr ief? oF ihcTartars, iv. 261. 
diAioTc ■{ a (Ichgn of nniiacrir.g a great part of 
his Ibid, the conference overheard by 

a f. jtac plan fl o/e, iv. 261. 

Sun Nr'., the Grand Signior claims authority 
tins fedt of Alaijoinmcdans, iv. 25, 


Sw'EDES, at war with the Ruffians, iv. 232. 
defire the Turks to break \vkh tfteir eiic- 
mies, ibid. 

SvRiA, fubjedl to Selcucus, ii!. 13* 

T. 

Tzfhmas, afeends the Perfian throne, iii. 15, 
Ids wars with Suliiiiari the Grand Signior, 
ibid. 

Tzeiima.s myrsa, declared fucceiTor to hk 
father Hu iTein, iii. 133 efcapes from Isfa- 
han, iii. 136. takes the title of king, iJi. 
152. endeavours to recover his doinipions, 
iii. 168. fends an enibnilador to t:]-iieVb‘)rt, iii. 
179. yields Ghilan and other towns to the 
Cziir, iii, 18 r. hi.s condued towards the Ar- 
menians, iii. 191. routs a body of Afghans, 
iii. 223. efcapes front AflirefP, Iii. 225. en- 
deavours to nep;otiate a treaty with the Ruf- 
fians and Turks, iii. 242, 243. lives obfcuie- 
ly at Farabad in Ivlazanderan, iv. 10 fends 
an cmbaflador to the Port, iv. 23. defeats 
AfhrcfP, iv. 29. enters Isfalian, Iv. 34, gives 
Ills general, Kouli Khan, thi* powvr of rai- 
fing money, iv. 36. marches to Fiivan, aiivi 
oljtaijjs Tome ;u]\ antap^’cs over tlic Turks, iv. 
42. artcnvard.s defeated at Aifabat, rind a- 
gain at Kamadan, iv. 42, 43. makes peace 
with the 'Fiirk^, iv. 64. gives up Armenia, 
Erivan and Georgia, ibid, his pacific mea- 
fures Jiot agreeable to Kouli Khan, iv. 65, 
put to death by the contrivance of Riza Kouli 
Myrza, iv. 208, 209. the laft of the Scliic 
family, iv. 209. 

7 ' AG HI KHAN, govcrivn* of Farfsflan, a Beg- 
lerbeg, iv. 240. the honours allowed biini, 
ibid, his revolt and chanu 7 er,iv. 243. Shirafs 
taken by florin, ibid, carried to Isfahan wiiii 
hi ; favourite wife and relations, ibid, their 
punifliment, ibid. 

Tam ARAS KHAN, a general of great expe- 
rience, iv. 259. revolts from Nadir, ibid. 

Tamerj.ane conquers Bajazet, iii. 13. fub- 
dues Perfia, ibid, his death, ibid. 

Tanisker, ail Indian town, plundered, and 
put to the fvvord by Nadir, iv 199, 

7'artar.s, Ousbeg, invade the province of 
Herat, iii. 24. arc obliged by Abas, king of 
Perlia, to retire, iii. 25. make incurfions^in- 
toKhorafan, in 63. Nadir’s manner of treat- 
ing them, iv. 278.. 
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con{tv."rn;^;iion at the J^rluin court, iii. o 
take poiteilion of the red of Shineui, iii 05. 
beat me Khan oi Kriven, ibid, and lay fiege 
to Gaiijn, hi. 96. See Lk sokes. 

Tavris, one of tlic finefl cities in the eafl, 

iii. 195. beficged by the "1 xirks, ibid, the 
inliabitants defeat tb.cni, ibid, befieged by 
a jtreat arnyy of I'urks, iii. 22H, taken after 
a bmbliy contefls, iv. 229, 230. 

Tiir::r s, plundered aiul licmolifl'icd by Cam- 
iii. 4. 

TviiiMisTOCi-ES, defeats the Peifian fleet at 
Salarnis, iii. 8* 

Tjrins, Mir- vais concerts a confpinicy witli 
that tribe, iii. 46. 

Toxom. OSMAN 15 . ASH A, appointed gcncraJif- 
jirno of tlic "rui-kifh army, iv. 75. his llra- 
tagern, iv. 84. defeats tlxe Perfians near 
Bagvlat, iv. 06, 87. lends his army into 
<|n;vrn:rs, iv. 93. killed, and the friirks 
roared, iv. 98. Ids body ferrt to Pagdar, Iw 
qc). his education in the Seraglio, iv. too. 
lent by tlie Sultaji to the baiba of Cairo, iv, 
TOT. taken by a Spanil!i privateer, Ibid, 
rardorned from flavcry by a ualivc of Mar- 
Ihdles, iv. I or, 102. his gratitude to his 
benefactor, iv. ro2, 103. made feraikicr, 

iv. 103. made governor of Roina/da, ibk). 
Ids bco.efaclor and bis fon kiiidly received 
there, iv. 104. nuidc graJid viair, ibid, re- 
ceives his tiernerer at Ctmllantinoplc, ibid, 
is difplaccd, and made baiba <A TVvbil'onde, 
iv. 107 . ordered to command the Otto- 
man armies, ibid, his Ion promoted by tlic 
Cirand Signior, iv. 108. his good character, 
ibid, 

Turkey, a furprifmg revolution here, iv. 44, 
&c, the grand ^ izir, nru! other ofdcers, put. 
to death, iv. 48 the SrtkaJi deihroned, and 
his nephew xMahommed declared emperor 
of the Ottomans, iv. 51. a rebellion breaks 
out a fecontl time, iv. 61. the rebels dif- 
perfed, iv. 62. 

TujtKJ-SH embaflador, fent to the court of 
Perlia^ iii. 89. die ceremony of admiiTioJi 
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to audience, hi. 90. a. Turkilb cro'cyar- 
lives at Ld'd an, ih i6i, watched by tlic 
Afghans, ibid. Con ordered to depart, iii. 

462. 

Turks, extend tlieir conijudls in Fcifia, iii. 
157. an envoy fctii to litc C/.ar from the 
empci'or oi the Turks, iii. 177. he requires 
theCz;>r to Hithdrav/ his troops fVem Der- 
bend, iii. 175. their conduit: during the 
troubles in Perfie, hi. 177. the Jh-rt diP 
fatisiud with the Czar's con'duci, iii. 19S. 
lake Tavkis and Ganja, hi 7 : :r, 2 .;o. their 
anny advance within four :u;d twenty 
leagues of isfiban, iii. 232. e\ adc Ctding 
the linuts of titcir coiiquells in Porha with 
the RulTuin refklcnt, iii. 234. aifyauj be- 
tween two T^'urkKb generals, iii 241. are 
defeated by the Afghans, iii. 248. the fuii/,^ 
tion of the Port in regaivl to oilu r power *, 
iii. 250, 251. tlic 'Turks IP. ake g!'e at prepa- 
rations againft the Afgliairs, iii. 2 52. un- 
fuccefsfid againft tlic AimcniariS, ibid, fend 
com rni {Turners into Perha to treat vvirli 
Aflirei), iii. 253. a jreatv concluded bo 
tween the dkirks and Afghams, iii. 254. at- 
tack the JAMfian camp, iv. 42. cruelly nfe a 
I’erliaii offic'er, iv. 43. make an aclvanta- 
geou.s peace with die Perfians, iv. 64. de- 
clare war againil thic Pcrliah.s, iv. 75 de- 
feat tlie Pciiians at iverkoud and Lciiam, iv. 
86, 87, 97. arc routed by tfie iArfLUis, iv. 
98, 99. dchrous of peace with Ih riki, iv. 
1x6. p rep. arc t o r war vt*l tl 1 R u fl - a , i \a 122, 
an embaliador lent by N;ulir with prefenis 
aUer his return fronP India, iv. 2X4, ^15. 
conclude a peaci.: velth llu: Ku/h.ins : lj7\- 

pcrialilfs, iv. 2x4. their dangereus Ih nation 
<.»r, account of NaJii ’s deiiiauds, i\ . 2 30. the 
conduct of thi.s court iinpnuict)t willi regard 
to the governor of Idagdat, iv. 23 se iiarikues 
of (ho C)ttoman court, iv. 236. thee make 
great preparations for war, iv, 248. tic bait- 
ed by the Pcriians in two bar tics, iv. 2C2, 
253. the Ituropean 'Jkuks enerv ated on en- 
tering Aha, i''. 255. a peace coiiciuucd 
with the Pcrfians, iv. 256, 257, 

V. 

Vachtanga, declared \hili of Georgia, iii. 
86. preparations xr-.dc by him agaanll the 

Loigecs^ 
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Ivefgees^ ibkl, who r.rc fiived by a court- 
intri^ue, iii. 87. takes an oath never to appear 
in arnis in favour of Pci fia, ibid, his :iiiilrance 
is dcfircd by Shah Hullbin, but refufed, iii. 
132, 133- depofedj and takes refuge at the 
Kuflian court, iii. 169, 170. 

W. 

War, the inftnjmcnt of divine juftice, 

301. not from the original conllitutioii of 
things, ibid, tlic dreadful dclolatioiis by war 
ill Perfia, ibid, 

•X. 

Xerxes, fucceeds his father Darius, iii. 7. 
reduces P-gypt? ibid. prepaiCvS to conquer 
(ireece, ibid, lofes twenty thouhind men at 
Thermopylx^, ibid, plunders the temple at 
Delphos, iii. 7. plunders, and burns Athens, 
iii. 8. his vail army defeated at Plateau, iii. 
8. abandons himfell’ to plcafurcs, ibid, mur- 
dered while flecping, ibid. 


Xerxes II. murdered forty-fiv/j days jftcr fils 
accelhoii, iii. 9. ^ 

Z. 

Ze^hrdest khan, formerly taken prifoncr 
by the Afghans, iii. 11:5. Cxhiez taken by 
him, iii. 165, j 66. Ben-Isfahan furrenclcrs to 
him, iii. 166, 167. returns to Lsfili.in with 
booty and proviilons, iii. 167. takes Shinifs, 

iii. 187. his eflatc leized by Aflircff, iii. 
219. 

Ze k a r I A H K H A N , governor of I.alior, meets 
Nadir with a large contribution, 
ordered by Nadir to furniih his with 

provifions, iv. 203. 

ZoryRiJ.s, his Ibrprifing (Iratagem in betray- 
ing Babylon to Darius, iii. 5. 

ZoRAB KHAN, a Georgian, promoted to tb.c 
ofhees of treafurer and general by AaIiI Shah., 

iv. 295. {’ent by the Shah to Ibrahim Myrza 
his brother at fstahan, ibid, trcacheroiiily 
killed there, ibid. 

ZoRUBABEL, the Jcws fctum under his cou- 
<lu6l, iii. 3. 
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EXPLANATION 
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Several foreign words in the four volumes* 


N^e, p, denotes Perfia. T. Turkey.^ r, Ruffia» i. Lidia, a. Afghans* t. Tartars* 
' r - > fig. lignifies*^ 


Note, T/je nimerah refer ta the volumes^ and the figures to the pages 


A. 

A biibcikcr, Omar, OfmanandAli, iii. 240* 
iv. 130. JucccJfon of Mabomrned and 

Adcliah, iii. 35. feet of Ali^ fig. fe 6 t of the 
jnfl, p* 

Ac ylti Mahl, iv* 174. fig. place of joy^ u 
Aisiiais, i. 252. tribe of Tartars. 

Aivan, crnimotily called l-)ivan, i. 189. an 
apartment^ p. 

Aii, Ghc.bellai, Maliallade, Mouza, and Huf- 
fein, iv. 74. prophets^ p. 

Ali, i. 338. tifC hnincdiate iucce[jlr of Aluho 7 i> 

*7ned^ according to the Perjians^ p. 

Aliah kciini, i\. IC5. the provldencs of GW, 

Allah akbah, iv. 13T. God is grcatcjl^ p. 
Allah, iv. 217. Gody T. p, t, &c. 

Arris begi, iv. 160, prefc^itcr of petitions ^ p,. 
AfhrcfT, iii. 134. fig. yiohlcy a. 

Azof jail, iv. 141. ilg. Solojnon s vizir^ L 
Alfotra, i. 125. a f/h in the Voigdy r. 

Athemat doulet, in. prime imnijler^ p. 

B* 

Badfrians, 302. Khajarn. 

Bakthiar, iii. ‘127. fig* happy-y p. 

Balk^, i. i8o. /r treesy r. 

Baloucbcs, i* 253. a tribe of Afghans. 
Bannians, iv. 72. trading people^ i. 

Barraiini, iv, 164. riding coatSy t. 

Bates i. 348* a hercy t. 

Voj., IV. 


Bayots, iv. 10. inhabitants of Bay ad in Kcu* 
hcjlariy p. 

Bay ram, iv. 107. a fefiivaly T. 

Bazar, i, 234.. ynarket place y p. 

Bazoubund, iv. 191. repajly i. 

Bevra, iv, forced cSitributiony h 
Bechik, iv. S2. a litter or cradUy T, 

Beg, if. 195! a rank arifwering to our knights, p. 
Bcgleibcg, iv. 5. lord of lords, p. 

Beluga, i. 25. a ffn In the Volga, r. 

Boc'.Ui<, i. 127. Ct.riaiji cups, r. 

Boltangis, iv* 46. guards cf the feraglio, X. 

B anlacks, i. IC3. ivnferrncn, 

Bui, i:i. 78. a Jeai in Perfia, p. 

Q 

C.aalleans, i. 17 i. machines to Jmokc iohacco\ p. 
Caftan, iv. 59. a coat of horiour, T. 

Calcntar, i. 197. iii. 29. ccilePtcr of taxes, p. 
Caliphf, Sec Abubelkar, itfc* 

Carack, iii. 84. a poll tas^ p. 

Cas^Oda, iv. 51. the part in the feraglio ujhere 
princes arc kept confned, X. 

Caviar, ^i'vleia. 

Chamatavoi yerlique, i. 87, a clearance, r. 
Charka, ii. 9, a enp fer brandy y r. 

Chvik, iii. 95* a name given to the kings of Per^- 
fa. 

Cheik Eidar, iv, 26. father of Ijniacl, founder 
cf (he SfJJie dynajiy, p. 

CheriiB, iii. 29. dtfeendants f Mohommed, a. 

o ii China?.., 



EXPLANATION ' OF FORtl^l^ ’^OR^ 


Chiifjx, h 2$!, Criers^ an or dsr of foldters 
Perfay p» 

Chopnrs, i, 262, couriers^ p. 

Chor, iv. 139. atrihuie^ i. || 

Copeaciinicks, i. 83* />y/ hrfiy r, 

Copee;k, i. qb, money fpemi)\ r, 

Coiaich, iii, -238, the tribe of Mabomnudy t. 
Cvocp^ ii. 136. <i ferenacious foody r. 

Croie, ii.26. IV, 157. lO lacksycr X2500C0/J* 
Cacari, iv* 191. daggevy i. 

D. 

J^ac^h, iii. 93. a moujttain. 

Djmfccots, i. in. vffelsy r. 

Dara, iii, 26. DariuSy or fovertigny p. 

J )arougaS, l\\ 230. lieutenant of the policCy p. 
Deftcichanc, i. 336, chancery^ p. 

Dch-bafiii, iv, 195, cofporaly p. 

Iknfhik6‘, ii. 15c. poges^ r. 

Dcr Tokchi, iii. ic8. the eaji gate of hfa^ 
ban. 

l^evJct kaiK\ iii. 1 49. habitation of greatnefsy 
viz. palacey p. 

Dika baba, i. 127. wild womaity r. 

Divan beghi, iii. 56^^ chief jujliccy p. 

J!}ufliab, I. 144. juice of grapes y p* 

E. 

I fFcndi, Iv. 55 ./a’/7/<v/ in hnvy T, 
hid 7/jha, iv. 176. a Jeaj I of j act i fee ^ 
h'.fiic agalii, iv. fentleman if her y p. 
hJjk agaffi baftii, iii, 91, grand rnafur. cf the 
ceremony in p* 

F. 

Farrang, i. 227. Wi. jy , four miles EngUfy p. 
h'attaha and tokbir, iv, 14O. a prayer for the 

Felci-*k^ iii. 32. a ccriain party or jctly p* 
Fctia, iii. 36. decifon of the Mufti, 

G. 

Ga/., i. 1 86. fiieafuve of 40 inches y p* 

Gazi, in, 90, conquerory 1 '. 

Geanghir, iii, of AbkaVy i. | 

Gebers, iii. qf.&te Perfees. 

Gcmal beg^ ii. 45, fig. knight of the good ceun^ 
ttnanc€y p. 

Giainfehid, in. 91. ^ce Jumftiid. 

Giga, iii, 145. a plume of black herorCs fea^^ 
ihersy the erfgn of' fovereigtviyy p. 
Goltiaaclworc, i, o8« public tvarehoufeSy u 


Qt^^tniCy i, t 20 fcbanteiyy ri r 
Ghofnavids, iii. 23. a dynaftyfpim ffe^ U^ 
Gho%navi [not in Khorazan'J in jKtindaharg 
Graff, ii. 132. county u ■ 


H. 

Ha^idge<^, u j66. a title of diJllnSlion to the 
viftters of Mahommed^ s iomhy p. 

Hajan, iii. 108. the wejiern gate of Isfahan: 
Hakcni bachi, iii, 72. fir /1 phyftciany p. 
Haniia, iv, 130. a Turkijh expounder of the 
MalKmincdiUi laiVy 'V, 

Harain, i. 22g. fig. prohibited to mciiy the 
women's apartment in Afia^ 

Haro), iv. 159, van-guardy i. /'> 

Hazarri, iv, 195. commander cf a'^rhr/ufanrL 
Hindoftand, iii. 25. India hindos Itg. fivarthyy i. 
Horda, i. 347, iii. 29, a tribe of TarturSy t. 
Houles, iv. 45. a tribe of Arabians, 

Huflein and Malian, ii, 32. the fins cf All, 


L 

Jaffer, iv. 130. one of the prophets of the S:nv>\ 
Jjiguiis, iv. 195. lands ajfjried to gsvemmsy u 
Iccra, i. 140. roe of Jfurgkny r. 

Jeziah, iv. 170. fax paid by the Pagrrasy u 
Iman, iii. 67. 1 75, 238. a Ijo defender of 

the laiVy a if priejl. 

Imam, iv. i8i. name of the chiefs cf the A^ 
rabtans. 

Imam Hu fib in, iv, 190. a [on of ylli. 

Imam Riza or Kouli Riza, iv. 20. the Perfian 
prophet buried at Aiefched, 

Iflam, iv. 154. denotes the Mu'- 

hommedan rcligioHy p. 

Ifiamboul Kflcndi, iv, 53. lieutenant of the 
police in Conji antinopie y 'F. 

Ifwoflieiks, i, 86. carriers y r, 

Junifhid, iii. 91. an antiaii kbg in Perfa^ 
See Giamlhid. 

Jurghin, iv. 193. alludes to the family cf 
jnerlane. 


K. 

Kabitkas, i. 345. ii. 2. Tartar tentSy t* 
Kadiltikicr, iv. 55. chUf juftkcy 'Id 
Kaiuiakan, iv, 45. great ufher cf the houflmdj 

Kapu orafi, iv. 48. the apat'imeni in the ferag-- 
lio for executioriy T. 

Karboy, i. 154. a nuafurey p. 

Kazzij i* 266. judgey p. 


Kcflli* 
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Kefhikehiv p* 

ICWfars^ ^ hdtJrmis^ p. 

Khalaet»" m^ 4iV’iv rgb, a rche ef honour^ p. 
Khan, i. iW 2C0. \\\. ^-iJord or nahle, 

y 254, a prayer for the healih 
^ of the^iingy p. ^ 

Kiaya, iv. 455 332. deputy or hsuienauty I . 
Kior fnltan, iiiV 185. oife eyd d hrdy'^, ^ 

i. l^^^fnall boais^\t, 

Kiflar :iga, lii. 91. 164. cbUf of the eu- 

nticlny TT. 

Kifvcrafi, iii, 208. year of virgins^ p. 

Kizii, i. 1 61. redy p. 

Kouch kaleffi, iv, 80. bird lower, T*< 

Koul^ \v, %. a (lavfy 

KuulcV: i. ;,I20. a moo fur €y r. , ^ 

Koullcr ayalU, t, 251.*^ iii. 84, 2l6- chief of the 
jJayeSy 'V 

Kouruck, i\\ 173. atierulance vjho clear the 

^ wayy p. ^ • 

Kuu i : <>l , i 1 64. vao guards p. 

Kulnni^-, iii. 103. JJavesy an order of foU 

^diers, 

K unices, L 347. r/arcs ?nuk fer?nentcdy t. 
iv u 1C 1 li 1: ac hi, in. 73. g on era I of t he heufiold 
troops.^ p, 

'{■'c.innnrack, i, 234.. a rafale p. 

Kiw'.zicbafn, iii, CjOy 224. an erder cf fldlery-i^* 

L. 

] ick, iv. 155. a hundred ihoufnnd rupees^ i. 
ienv !v, i z, i)ihabiianis of the coaft cf the 
h.ukjla, 

l.oohka;^ i. 57. hcaiSy r. 

j. j V* c ivrtS , i» f o, iKdi’iy r, 

M. 

Magi, iii. 23. Sec Pcifcc^. 

MaUiiounugs iv, 141, n qu^uk doHor^ i. 

Maleic, Shah, Hanbai, and Abul ILinifa, W, 
126. ’'lurhijh dcLlors. 

Malika al Zumani, iv. 172. fig. queen of the 
tunesy i, 

ManfubJai's, iv. 184. puhlic officers^ i- 
Manna, i. 129. afeedy r. 

Mar.iin, iv, 190. deaths p. 

Meidan, iii- 65. a fquargy p. 

Mimbafiiis, iv. 7. commander cf a thoufanch p. 
Sec Hazarri. 

Mir Bukbfhi, iii. 68- gjyieral paymajlery p. 
Mir-chekar bachi, iw.'gg grand veneuryanjivers 
Qur liXajUr of ihe i/uck hounds^ p. 


Moezins, iii. 247, callers T* / 

Moghol poura, iv. 179- Tartar Moghohf i.‘ 
Mortifa all, iv, 130 Sec Ali. 

Mourcha, iv. 150. an entrenchment y k 
Moum-fcundurain, i. 384- extinguijhers of 
candlesy a Jeily p. 

Mufti, iii, 148. iv. 45. the fir Jl ecclofiaftlcy T* 
Muhafiils, iv. 137. cjdleZlors of taKoSy p. 
Muhofiz, iv. 236, governor of a citadef T. 
Mullah, i. 266. iii. 35, 72, lig. a guide or di- 
rector ; a prie/ly p. 

Mullah baflii, iv. 126, high prie fly or firjl ec^ 
clefuijlicy p. 

Muftaphi, a writer y p. 

Muftah Miemalek, i, 336. general cverfur of 
the cmpfrcy p. 

Myrza, iii. 31, a zvritery after a namcy fig- alfo 
princcy D. 

N. 

Naclilathema, iii. 210- a fedemn deed on oaiby p. 
Naptha, i. 133. a bituminous matter* 
Naemets, i. 226. felts of hairy p. 
Narfiakhclii, iii. 104, forlorn hope cf the Aff- 
bans j aijo an order of Jcldiers In ihe Berjum 
army. 

N^Kiiakhchi bafln, iv. 172. the officer %uh§ 
rnah’S Jei'ZurcSy p- 

Nevrouz, i. 343. neiv years day^ p. 

P. 

Oufmai, iii. 227. chief of ibfLcfgeeSy r. 
Ordou t:xdi, iv. 99. Intend ant of the armcy T* 
Onua, iv. 139. a prince cr hrdy i. 

P. 

Pad iiha, iii, 243. iv. X2c. cr;pcrory T. 
i'aiir guDjh, iv. 176. granerlcsy t- • 

Peilcvilh, IV. 17 X, 184. free gifty i- 
Pieftikhanna, iv. 153, royal tentSy 
Pelcuk, iii. 32. a fcciy p. 

Pcrfecs, iii. 98. vjorjhlppcrs of fire* SeelSl.vfi 
and CJebrcs. 

Poderatchick, i. 87. m' filer carrier y r. 
Podcrofnoi. order for horjesy r. 

Pood, ih 57* 36 lbs, Englfihy r, 

a 

Q^iaflx, ii. 9. a hquory r. 

R. 

Rc^-g.am, j. 215. a royal dccrccy p. 

Kahdar, i. 226. iv. 230. toil gatberersy p 
U u a Key 
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Rey^ e fiend V Ev* 45. fiycret^ry^ 

Rifehiat, iif. 7,0b. reiigiom penancgy U 
Rublcji ii* 128. cWat, n 
Rnpce, momy of India. 

. ■ / s, ■ 

Saigon, u of ani^h^ r. 

Sandak', i. 1 50* Vffetn p* 

Sarafs, or r« rat$, iii. 7 8, m^noy changers in p, 
Sardar, or fcrdar, i. igji q p/ 

Scfieitiiaii, 

Schias, Jii, 67. iv* liiS* thi P^irfsans. 

Sell i pound, L 77. a jviightit r:. 

Sedr, iv. x^9* fuperinienddHt of ihe rovoiyues- 
of the churchy p, . ^ 

&"dtf aJi rcberiah, iit, chief juficcy a. 

Sclam aleiocom, iii. 145. au haily a cotttpli^ 

fnmiy p. 

Seralliier, iv. 81, general in chief y X* 

Shah gemja, iii. 91. Jumfliid. 

Shah feven, iii. 136. antient militiay p* 

Shatrrs, L 249. running fooimeny p. 

Sheich, iii. 90. See Cheik. 

Shemkall, i. 386. a titig, of one of the chiefs of 
the Lefgees. 

t ioobe, ii. 140. a grtat coat lined with fur^ r. 

nofkas^ i. 57. a fpecies of r, 

Sir^jea^, iv. igr. a girdle or fiUety i. 

Sopha, i. 246. a large cufpiony p. 

Soijbah», iy. 157. a province or governmenty^. 
ISfahis, iii- 245. iv^. 60. Aftatic cavalry. 

Stakan, ii. 12^, ifr mcafurey r. 

Sxtp, 1. xc^,. aid itjerty r. 

Struzej?, i. 77^ barksy r. 

Sydivai, iv. 195. captain. 

Sunnet edafii, iv. 58.^ ihe apartment tvbere 
the Ottoman princes ara circumcifed. 

Suniii, iii. 77. vf^ XTh^ felf of the Turku 



TanfAh^imt 1% iBxd -Pi 

• ’V\ 

Xaxia, tnourn 

Xcjcriea, ivV 80. covered 
fris^ "P, io- : ; 
X^murbeg, iii> 5 ^ 4 * Tanterl 
T opai, i V. 82. iamey T . 
Xopchi baihf, iVu xp^, gran 

tiilervy p* 

Turcaoj tv. See Xemur 


Vali, iii. 28. title of the ft 
Georgia. 

Vckil, or Vajcecl, iv. 146, i 

P- 

Virhofki, u 128. Cherry hran 
Vizir, i. 23. iii. 89 v ^ Jecretarf^ ^ 
under a governor. J .. 

Vizir Azem, grand vmiry X. >■: 


Werfl, i. 16. ^ of a Vitle Engli x-\ 
Wefbes, i. 96. huts or common f 

Weywode, i. 18. chit/ wagiffrati^ , t-> 
Wi locks, i. 139. a thick f it ofifr. 
tVipif, j*. 87 . a certain' cufomffdi'K 

X. 



Yabous, iv. 164, a fnecies of IMM' 
mountains of Kanctahar. 
l^aktan, i. a leather pannier^^f^ 

Yamiheeks, i. 85. a kind 
Yetim, L 253. an orphatty p. 


Zapis, i. 88. a certain regijlered 
Zemidar, iv. 198. pojfejfor 1?/ Aiw^J 
Zulkarndn, iii. go. two horns I 
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